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PARAPHRASE 


ON THE - 
Book of ISAIAH: 
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CRITICAL, HISTORICAL, and PRACTICAL. 


„„%%ͤö 8 


Deliverance of the Jews in the deſtructian of their 
enemies an occaſion of great and univerſal triumph 
and exultation. The loweſt ſpirits to be hereby re- 
vived : the incredulous convinced, and old and young 
break forth into tranſports. > Great plenty pro- 
miſed with perfect ſecurity. The temple to reſound 
with ſongs of praiſe and thankſgiving. 


ISA. XXXV. 1. Ha, K 1. 
HE wilderneſs 
oe oli PON the total overthrow 5; ex.4;, 


tary place ſhall be of their enemies (as has Ew 
old for them: and been related) the whole land of Ha. xxxv 
he deſert ſhall re- Judea, that was laid waſte, ſhall © 
N ane bloſſom as have a different and moſt joyful 
ke roſe, aſpect; even the deſerts ſhall 
ſcem to be glad, and put on 
| bloſſoms like the roſe, as a teſ- 
You, II. B timony 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


SFr. 45. timony of their moſt pleaſing 
Sr prauude for ſo ſignal a mercy. 


T2 


„ It ſhall appear to the reſcued 

people, as if the wilderneſs was 
converted into a molt pleaſant 
garden, and its flowers of exqui- 
ſite beauty; and as it were re- 
Joicing and ſinging in the moſt 
plentiful and rich produce: Le- 
Zauon thall ſhine illuſtriouſly and 
gloriouſly in its extraordinary 
tertility ; Carel and Sharon equal 


the moſt fertile parts of the coun- 


try tor the quantity and excel- 
Jent quality of what they yield: 
they ſhall acknowledge the ſu- 
preme perfection and dignity of 
the Lord, the incomparable at- 
tributes 


2. It ſhall bloſſom 


abundantly, and re- 
Joice even with joy 
and ſinging, the glo- 
ry of a Lebanin ſball 
be given unto it, the 
excellency php . 
and Sharon: thei 

ſhall fee the glory of 
the Lord, and the 
excellency of our 


God. 


ann, &c. The poctic ro will not be diſplealed 
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Ungliſh bard. 
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The ſaviour ce mes, 0 incientt 9 9 8 ee 
Hear bi Wy, ye deat, and all ye blind be ebold ! 


Ile from thick films ſhall purge the 
An > e e feht tlefs 5 all 


; Aa C 3 
And 2101 e 11 mNUunc C 


2 vitiual ray, 


©: pour the day; 
Tis he th. obitructed 7 is of ſound ſhall clear, 
harm \ thi unfolding ear; 


The dumb ſhall fine, the lame his crutch forego, 
And leap exultins like the bounding roe ; 

No ſigh, vo murmur, the wide world ſhall hear, 

From every face he wipes off every tear; 


The Cain in barren deſarts with ſurprize, 
Sees lilics fp! Ing, and e verdure riſe; 
And arte 2 mid! 1 Hh e thirty wilds to hear, 
New falls of u aber moms his ear ; 
On rifted rocks, the dragon's late abodes, 


The green reed trembles, "and the bulruſh nods, 
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tributes of our preſerver and go- Sr CT.45, 


| vernor. 28 
m 3 & 5 15 hm I hough your danger may be „ 
e- , the wha 5 Nix and Viſible, and your fears 

Dy die knee Sov awakened before the d: ay dawn 

Þ them that are of a ny you {hall be relieved, yet be 

= fearful heart, be not difcouraged ; chear up your 

oy hy one, fear not: be- 8 * 1 5 

5 old your God: meal rooping ſpirits, collect your 

2 come with ven- utmolt force: and animate one 

by g-mce, even God another, however your confidence 


with à recompence, 
he will come and fave 
vou. 

* 


c, Then the eyes 


of the lind hall be 


opened, and the ears 
of the deaf unſtop- 


ped. 


6 & 7. Then ſhall 
the lame man leap as 
an. Hat, and the 
tongue of the dumb 
ſing: for in the wil- 
derneſs ſhall waters 
break out, and ſtreams 
in the defart, And 

| the 


in God may be derided, to conti- 
nue and to confirm it ſo as to _ 
ſipate all your fears, and appe: 
oy of vigour and reſolution; bo 

ſure of it, your God himſelf will 
come to perform his threaten- 
ings of vengeance; God will 
come with an abundant recom- 
pence to his enemies for the in- 
juries they have done his pe eople; 
he will come and ſave you in his 
proper perion and by his imme- 
diate hand. 


This event, when it ſhall hap- - 


pen, will produce the molt ſur- 
prizing changes; as if the blind 
were ſo greatly affected by ſome 
happy turn in their affairs, as to 
open and ſee Ow their eyes; 
and the deaf, by ſome extraor- 
dinary effort, unſtop their ears. 


As if the decrepi d with age, or 6 & 7 


lame through infirmity, "from: 


ſome ſudden j joy ſhould leap and 


bound like an hart; and the 
tongue of the dumb that never 
before pronounced an articulate 

D--2 found. 


I. 
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SECT-45-iound, ſhould inſtantly break 


— —— 


Iſa. xxxv 


forth into ſinging : there mult 


6 & be an uncommon joy; for the 


barren wilderneſs ſhall become as 
a well watered meadow ; the dri- 
eſt parched deſart as if irrigated 
with plenty of the moſt refreſh- 
ing ſtreams: the ſhrivelled 
Lew) 

lake, and the thirſty cracked 
ſoil fountains that flow perperu- 
ally; reeds and ruſhes that grow 
in moiſt land, ſhall be found to 
flouriſh in thoſe ſandy places 
where dragons uſed to lie. 


8 & 9 In this greatly improved coun- 


try, that from a deſert is ſo 
richly fertilized, there ſhall be 
a common great road, and alſo 
a bye-path for foot paſſengers 
and as the peculiar people, whoſe 
tenour of actions ſhould co re- 
ſpond with their profeſſions, fre- 
quent it much in their viſits to 
the temple, it {hall be called the 
way of holineſs: ungodly ſin- 
ners, unclean perſons, and ido- 
laters from foreign ; arts, ſhall 
not move their unhallowed feet 
in that facred courſe; it ſhall 
only be travelled by thoſe 
who are deſirous in truth and 
ſincerity, to diſcharge their duty; 
it is fo direct, plain and eaſy, 
that the ſimpleſt cannot well 
miſtake his way: they ſhall not 
be obſtructed or retarded by any 
| ravenous 


ground ſhall reſemble a pool or 


the parched ground 
ſhall become a pool, 
and the thirſty lang 
ſprings of water : in 
the habitation of dra. 
gons, where each lay, 
ſhall be graſs with 
reeds and ruſhes, 


8. And an high- 
way ſhall be there, 
and a way, and it 
ſhall be called the 
way of holineſs, the 
unclean ſhall not paſs 


over it; but it ſhall. 


be for thoſe : the way- 
faring men, though 
fools, ſhall not cer 
therein. 

9. No lion ſhall 
be there, nor any 
ravenous beaſt ſhall 
go up thereon, it ſhall 
not be found there : 
but theredeemed ſhal 
walk there, 


an: 


10. And the ran- 
{hned of the Lord 
(all return and come 
to Zien with ſongs, 
and everlaſting joy 
ron their b heads: 
dey ſhall obtain joy 
and gladneſs, and 
forrow and fighting 
hall flee away. 
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ravenous wild beaſts, that are Sr. 
found to lurk there; but the 


redeemed of the Loxp ſhall, 
walk here, to teſtify their gra- 
titude to him for his goodneſs 
and mercy, with perfect liberty 
and ſafety, | 

His people who fled when the 10 
enemy firſt invaded the land, 
hearing of his overthrow, ſhall 
return to the temple at Feruſalem, 
with longs in their mouths, joy 
in their hearts, and chearful 
countenances, which they thall 
remember as long as time ſhall 
lait; ſuch a degree of joy and 
gladneſs ſhall they obtain, and 
ſuch a permanency, that their for- 
mer griefs and lamentations ſhall 
vaniſh away as if they had never 
been, whilſt they are as dutiful 


and obedient in their lives, as 


they are thankful and joyful 
with their looks and voices. 


b Heads, Some underſtand this, with heads lifted up and crowns 
and garlands of ever-greens upon them. 


CHAP. 


Oy 


SECT. 46. 


2 f 
1 May be ſeen in the tollowing . d Heel, that Sena: 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


!!  BECT XLVL 


The event ſhewed to be agreeable to the ſoregoing propbe- 
cy in an © hiſtorical narrative. Sennacherib cih an 
Allyrian army invedes the land of Judea, aud ap- 
points Rabſhakeh 70 Je ſiege 70 Jerutakm, 4 
very reſpectable and honcurable embaſſy diſpatched 10 
Rabſhakeh : his inſolent blaſphene. 45 aud. Perfudiats 
anſwer, highly reflecting both 055 Hel, King and their 
God; 5 AS Hex ER hag en; rormed Ie yy Bey 12ke 10 
reply; . _— by the js; LC ＋ 7107 FRS EXD; ef a ele grief, 

borror, aud amazement. 


Ts A : XNXVI. I. 15 Ao XXXV1, 7: 
—— 5 Jail 408 5 prophetic cha- | N OD Cmeto 
SInth 1 10 ur 
{ - £ 1 1 jy Ny Ut ; RY ON 
racter was alcertained> et 1 


ries of remarkable events which Cherth, king of Ally 
he had predicted. Now it hap- = i; IONS in 
pened in the fourteenth year of ties of 741 as 
the fein of king FIOSOREOD, after took them. 
he had been very zealouily and 

citec- 


c ce, c. The ſame 15 related 2 Rings xvii. 1 75 8e. : 
2nd paraphraſed by Mr. Pyle. I ac knowledge myſelf oblig 
to the ju dicious lab ours of trat ſenfible writer ; allo to Gr: har, 
15 7tringer, Fac; jon, and © tiers ; at the ſame t! me, do uſſur re th .C 
candid reader, that he has my own fe ntimen ts, according to the 
beſt judoment J kave been able to form of the real meaning of 
the 05 red 71 8 

d Hegeliah. Salmanezer had ſent to this prince to demand 
the. tribute which ag had agreed to pay for the kingdo! n of 
Juda, in the time of Tirlath-Pilcs r, his father; but Hexciiah 
truſtiag in the Lo RD his GoD, wa | not h ken unto h im, 
whic! would immed1: h have brought Salmanege upon him 
with all his power, but that he was diverted ! Dy another War. 


Peid. Conn. book I. page 19. 
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effectually endeavouring a gene- S Er. 46. 
ral reformation in the land of 
Iſa. xxxvi 
Fudea, an unexpected heavy 1 
{ſtorm was ſuddenly raiſed, for, 
notwithſtanding his preſents, 
with which Sennacherib ſeemed 
| latisfied, that monarch marched 
a powerful and formidable army 
into his dominions, attacked 
many of his fortified towns, and 
obliged them to capitulate or 
| took them by ſtorm. 
2. And the king Fluſhed with his paſt ſucceſ- 2 
oO N es, and languine of future ones, 
unto king J . the king of Aria ſent Rabſba- 
with a great army: Kehone of his generals, with a large 
zac be ſtood by the detached party from the main 
e bbb. body lying at Lachiſb, to encamp 
1 th 4 Eo before Feruſalem; and in a meſ- 
field, | ſage to king Hezekiah, to de- 
mand the immediate ſurrender 
of his metropolis; and this offi- 
cer fixed his head-quarters on the 
ſouth {ide of the upper city, near 
the kings gardens, where there 
was a fair way to the fuller's 
field; and their linen might be 
conveniently waſhed and whit 
| ened. 
3. Thencameforth An audience having been re- z 


unto him Eliakim, quired of the king, Hezekiah 
Hilkial's © : did 


e Rab/ſhakeh, from his knowledge of the Hebrew language, 
and great readineſs in ſpeaking it, was not improbably an apoſ- 
tate Zery, or one of the captivity of Iſrael. As his name de- 
notes, by office, he was the king's chief cup-bearer, or butler, 
The fruition in which he placed his army ſeems to have been a 
very advantageous one. Ne. iii. 15. 2 Kings xvill. 17. 2 Chren, 
XXX Ii. 3 and 4. 


the 

HiVkiah's ſon, which 
was over the houſe, 
and Shebna the ſcribe, 
and Foah, Aſaplis 


8 A PAR APH A8 E On 


SECT. 46. did not think it proper to ven- 


1 3 ture himſelf in perſon, but diſ- 
A. XXXVI 


z patched for conferring with his 


officer, ſome principal men of 
his court; viz. Eliakim his high 
ſteward, Shebnah his ſecretary, 
and Joab his maſter of the re- 
queſts, to engage in this im- 
portant ſervice, and if poſſible 
obtain conditions of peace. 

4 This proud ſervant, of a moſt 
imperious and deſpotic maſter, 
delivers the following threat- 
ning meſſage to the kings depu- 
ties, ſaying, Return to Hezekzah, 
and tell him, that in the name 
of the great and invincible Sex- 
nacherib, J inſiſt to know upon 


what ground thou withdraweſt 


thy ulual tribute, and thereby 


declareſt var; or what thou con- 


fideſt in, that thou doſt not in- 
ſtantly ſubmit when I am pre- 
ſent with ſuch a mighty force 
to reduce thee to ſubjection. 

5 I can eaſily conjecture how 
thou encourageſt thy people; 
doſt thou not tell them (but no- 
thing was ever more futile and 
vain than ſuch pretences) I have 
military {kill for concerting pro- 
per meaſures; and I can raiſe a 
ſufficient force for executing 
them ? now what are thy inter- 
nal reſources, or on whom doſt 
thou rely for ſuccour, that are 


likely 


ſon, the recorder, 


4. And Ratſhalh 
ſaid unto them, ſay 
ye now to Hezekial,, 
thus ſaith the great 
King, the king of A, 
ria, what conti- 
dence 7s this wherein 
thou truſteſt ? 


5. I ſay, ſayef tho 
(but they are but vain 
words) I have coun- 
ſel and ſtrength for 
war, now on whom 
doſt thou truſt, that 
thou rebelleſt againſt 
me. 


6 Lo thou truſteſt 
in the ſtaff of this 
broken f reed, on E- 
gyfpt, whereon if a 
man lean it will go 
into his hand and 
pierce it; fo is Pha- 
rach king of Egypt 
to all that truſt in him. 


7. But if thou ſay 
to me, we truſt in the 
Lok D our GOD ;, 75 
it not he whoſe 
hich places, and 
whoſe altars Hezekiah 
hath taken away, and 
ſaid to Fudah and to 
Feruſalem, ye ſhall 
worſhip e this 
altar ? | 
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likely to ſupport thee in thy re-Szc7.45:* 
bellious practices? 


6 As to thy own ſtrength it is; 
ſmall, and thou canſt ſolicit no 
foreign aid, nor think of any 
alliance, unleſs it be Egypt; 
which if thou be ſo weak as to 
raiſe any hopes from, therefore 
be ſending embaſſies, thou wilt 
find them to diſappoint thy 
hopes ; and that petty prince to 
be cut like a bruiſed reed, that 
will wound, inſtead of ſupport- 
ing the hand that leans upon it. 

But if thou pretendeſt a poſi- 
tive aſſurance from him, and 
that it is in the Gop of thy 
country that thou confideſt for 


protection; where was there ever 


ſuch a boundleſs preſumption as 
Hezekiah muſt have, to expect 
any thing but the heavieſt de- 
ſtruction from the powers above; 


when he has been ſo horridly in- 


ſulting them, by pulling down 
the ſacred groves, altars and 
chapels, and committingall man- 


ner of ſacrilege, in order to in- 


troduce a worſhip of his own, 
or limit it for the ſake of his 
own glory to the frequented place 
of his royal reſidence. 


f Reed, &c. The wit or humour of this voluminous ſpeaker 
which he affects, alludes to thoſe reeds or canes that grew in ſo 


much plenty on the banks of the Nile. 


Vox. IT. 


. As 


Iſa. xxxvi 


10 A PaRAPHRASE on the 


Ser. 46. As to any military prepara- 
C— tions, vain man, thou art ſenſi- 


Iſa, xxxvi 
; gble, thou canſt make none to 


8. Now, there- 
fore, give pledpes, 
[I pray thee, to my 
malter the king of 


any effect: concerning horles, 
only give ſecurity to my maſter, 
that thou wilt reſtore, if thou 
are not able to provide men that 
can manage them; and I will 
ſupply thee with a party of two 
thouſand, that thou mayeſt either 
engage me 1n battle, or comply 
with the conditions of peace I 


— 


ſhall propoſe. . 


If there are ſo few among you 
who underſtand any thing of this 


branch of the military arc, how 
can you cope, not with my maſ- 
ter's whole army, but with the 
leaſt of his ſervants who 1s per- 
fect in it; and with a ſingle 
ſquadron able to rout all the 
force you can bring into the 
field; and as to your poor ally 
the Egyptian, you mult put the 
fouleſt deceits on yourſelf, if you 
place any truſt in him, either for 


horſemen or chariots, when our 


troops are viſibly ſufficient to 

over-run your whole country. 
As to his God, that he pro- 
feſſes ſo much to rely on, let 
him be who he will, and his ti- 
tles what he pleaſes to give him, 
you 


&ypt, 


Allyria, and I will 
give thee two thou- 
fand horſes, if thou 
be able on thy part 
to ſet riders upon 
them, | 


9. How then wit 


thou turn away the 


face of one captain 
of the leaſt of my 
maſter's ſervants, and 
put thy truſt on E- 
for chariots 
and for horſemen, 


10. And am I now 
come up without the 
Lord againft this 
land to deſtroy it? g 
The Lord faid unto 

me, 


g The Lord, &c. In the Hebrew Jehovah it was no fault in 
H:zekiah that he did not believe Senacherib, becauſe in this pre- 


tence 


| Book of IS A IAH. B 
me, Go up againſt you have no reaſon to expect that Sn or. 46. 


this land and deſtroy he will defend you, for he is evi- ag Ding: : 1 
it dently engaged on the ſide of the , 8 e 


11. Then ſaid EI 


m and Shebna, and 
Frah unto Rabfhakeh, 
ſpeak, I pray thee, 
unto thy ſervants in 
the Syriac language, 
for we underſtand it; 
and ſpeak not to us 
in the Jew's lan- 
ouage, in the ears of 
the people that are 
en the wall. 


12. But Rabſha- 
ie: ſaid, Hath my 
maſter ſent me to 
thy maſter, and to 
thee 'to ſpeak theſe 
words? hath he not 
ſent me to the men 
that fit upon the wall, 
that they may eat 

| their 


tence he lied to him ; 


Aſſyrians: what ſtronger proof 
can there be of this than their 
perpetual triumphs ? and what 
is ſignified by his expreſs orders 
for me to proceed and attack, 
conquer and deſtroy Judab, but 
that he will deliver that kingdom 
into our hands? 


The deputies from king Heze- 11 


kiah, imagining that the people 
who ſtood within hearing might 
be terrified with his high-flown 
language, or ranting terms; re- 
queſted of Rabſhateh, to deliver 
what he had to ſay in his own 
language, which they well enough 
underſtood, and not in that of 
the Jews, with whom he was con- 
cerned to treat upon publick at- 
fairs; not as they apprehended 
with the populace, but with the 
king and his minifters. 


Rabſhakeh, not at all abating 12 


as-to his manner of outrage and 
violence, told them they were 
greatly miſtaken, and their fel- 
low citizens likewiſe deceived, 
if they thought his buſineſs was 
not with the good people to ſet 


2. them 


as Necho to Feftah, by a like pretence, 


but Necho pretended only to be ſent by El-him, which might be 
interpreted of his falſe Egyptian ones, as well as of the true 
God. Whereas Mippi Fehovah ſhould always ſignify from the 
mouth of the true God Jehovah, Prid. Conn. book 1, page 55. 
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16, & 17 


AI PARA PHRAS E on the 


them right, as well as to nego- 
ciate with them: he was eſpeci- 
ally deſirous to prevent them 
from being impoſed on by their 
prince, and ſtanding it out a- 
gainſt a power, that if they did 
not ſoon ſubmit to, would be 
under a neceſſity of reducing 
them to the utmoſt ſtraights of 
want and miſery. 

In a direct oppoſition to what 
they had ſolicited, Rabſhakeh ei- 
ther ſituated himſelf on an high- 
er eminence, or exalted his 
voice to a greater degree of vo- 
ciferation, and in the 7eww's lan- 
guage, addreficd the people as 
follows, Hear ye the words of 
the greateſt of monarchs, the 
matchleſs king of Aria. 

Thus faith the moſt potent of 
all crowned heads, be not ſo 
weak and fooliſh, as to be miſ- 
led and deceived with Hezekiah's 
vain and empty promiſes of ſafe- 
ty and deliverance; which he 
full well knows, that. he 1s not 
able to perform: nor yet ſuffer 
his idle and extravagant notions 
about his God ſupporting him, to 
withdraw you from accepting the 
advantageous terms for accom- 
modating matters, propoſed by 


my inſuperable maſter, which 


muſt iſſue in your utter ruin. 
Not to multiply words; you 
have no other alternative, but 

| either 


their own dung, and 
drink their own pit; 
with you, 


13. Then Rabſha- 
keh ſtood, and cried 
with a loud voice in 
the Jews language, 
and ſaid, Hear ye 
the words of the 
great king, the king 
of Aſſyria. | 


14. Thus ſaith the 
king, Let not Hexe- 
iali deceive you, tor 
he ſhall not be able 
to deliver you. - 

15. Neither let 
Hezetiah make you 
truſt in the Lo Rp, 
ſaying, the Lord will 
ſurely deliver us: 
this city ſhall not be 
delivered into the 
hand of the king of 
Aſſyria. 

16. Hearken not 
to Hezekiah ; for thus 
ſaith the king of 4, 
ria, make an agree- 
ment with me by a 
preſent, and come 
out to me: and eat 


ye 


— © — — — Foy 


de every one of his 
vine, and every one 
of his fig-tree, and 
drink ye every one 


the waters of his own - 


ciſtern. 

17. h Until Icome 
and take you away 
to a land like your 
own land, a land of 
corn and wine, a 


vad of bread and 


* 1 Fi yards. 


18. Beware leſt 
Hzekiah perſuade 
you ſaying, The 
Lord will deliver us. 
Hath any of the gods 
of the nations deli- 
rered his land out 


of 


h Until I come, &c. 
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either periſh, or ſurrender and SE Or. 46. 


conciliate his favour by a large 


—  — 
Ifa. xxxv1 


and rich preſent ; if you prefer 14, 15, 
the latter, you will never have 16, & 17 


occaſion to repent it; you will 
be eſtabliſned in the peaceable 
enjoyment of all your rights and 
priveleges in your native coun- 
try for ſome time at leaſt; and 
if ever it ſhall pleaſe my moſt 
illuſtrious Lord, to remove or 


tranſplant you, it will be for 


your own and his greater ſecu— 


rity, and not at all to your diſad- 


vantage ; for you ſhall be car- 


ried to a land that is in all re- 


ſpects as beneficial and delight- 


ful, as the moſt pleaſant and 


tertile parts of your own were. 
You are, I find, in the greateſt 
danger to fall a facrifice to my 
arms, from your religious im- 
poſitions and deluſions. I do 
therefore, moſt ſolemnly warn 


C 3 you 


Tis pity but this monarch had reflected 


with ſuch ſentiments as the following lines contain : neither do 
| think it would have been improper for ſeveral in high ftations 
of our own times, and poſſibly might have prevented the ex- 
hauſting of ſo much treaſure, and effuſion of ſo much bloed 
upon a certain occaſion. 


That though —— 


The royal wealth, by war's uncertain chance, 
Hath graced alternately the ſlave and coward, 

Yet he alone, the friend of all mankind, 

Neſerves the name and honour of an hero, 

Who draws the ſword for freedom, not for fame : 
Who arms to ſtop ambitious wild career, 

To curb oppreſſions arbitrary ſway, 

And give to man the birth-right of his kind. 


18. 19% 
& 20 


14 A PARAPHRASE on 
SECT. 46. you to be upon your guard a- 
17, gainſt Hezertab's perſuaſions; on 
18, 19, this head: conſider, » hat can he 
& 20, mean by promiſing you delive- 
rance from the God of his coun- 

try ? Is this God any thing more 

- or greater than the gods of other 
provinces ? Have they not all in 

their turns ſurrendered up their 
worſhipers,as ſo many preys tothe 
abſolute power of the great Aſſy- 

rian ruler. Whereupon does this 
Hezekiah ground the pretences 

he makes with reſpect to his Je 

hovah, that he ſhould be eſteemed 

wiſer or more powerful than any 

of the reſt; or ſhew more fa- 

vour to Jeruſalem than he has 

done to Samaria. | 

2T To this ſhocking impiety and 

groſs ignorance of the attributes 

and character of the ſupreme 

and Eternal Being; the people 

were altogether ſilent, not ſpeak- 

ing a ſingle word by way of anſ- 

wer; for this the king had 

ſtrictly charged them, no doubt 

fully ſatisfied, that the ever- 

living and true God, would 

himſelf in due courſe anſwer, if 

not by words, yet by deeds ſuch as 

ſnhould demonſtrate who he was, 

and how infinitely ſurpaſſing all 

local divinities and heathen idols. 

22 As was cultomary to the 
FJeros to bear teſtimony in geſ- 
h tures as well as words, againſt 


i | blaſ- 


4t 


the 


of the hand of the 
king of Aſſyria. 


19. Where are the f 


gods of Hamath and 
Arphad ? Where are 
the gods of Sephar- 
vaim ? and have they 
delivered Samaria 
out of my hand ? 

20. Who are they 
amongſt all the gods 
of theſe lands, that 
have delivered their 
land out of my hand, 
that the Lord ſhould 
deliver Jeruſalem out 
of my hand? 


21. But they held 
their peace, and an- 
ſwered him not a 
word: for the king's 
commandment was, 
ſaying, Anſwer him 
not. 


22. Then came 
Eliakim, the ſon of 
Hilkiah, that was over 
the houſhold, and 

Shebn ah, 


— — walk. wand As ik 2 2 


deb nal, the ſcribe, 
and Jaal, the ſon of 
Aſaph, the recorder, 
to Hezekriah with their 
clothes rent, and told 
him the wolds of 
Rabjhakeh, 
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blaſphemy, expreſſive of the ut-Sz Cr. 46. 
moſt abomination; the commiſ- EY 
ſioners returned into the royal: 
preſence with their clothes rent, 
in deteſtation of theſe horrid in- 
ſults thrown by Rabſhakeh upon 
their God and their religion. 


1 


CHAP. XXXVI. SECT. XI vn. 


Hezekiah's behaviour upon receiving the above meſſage, 
ond recourſe to the temple. An account ſent to the 


Pr: phet Iſalah. 


An anſwer encouraging the king. 


letter from Senacherib. Hezekiah's prayer con- 


ſequent upon it. 


ISA. XXXvih I, © 
ND it came to 
paſs, when He- 

2kiah heard it, he 
rent his clothes and 
covered himſelf with 
ſackcloth, and went 
into the houſe of the 


Lord, 


2. And he ſent 
Eliakim, who was 
over the houſhold, 
and Shebnah the ſcribe 
and the elders of the 
prieſts covered with 


_ ſackcloth, unto Iſaiah 


the prophet, the ſon 
of Amog. 

3. And they ſaid 
unto him, thus ſaith 
Hezckiah, this day 7s 


a day * 


Is A. Xxxxvii. 1. 
1 O ſooner had the com- SEC. 47 
miſſioners reported the. 
above menaces and blaſphemies I{- vii 
to Hezekiab, than he gave al! 
the ſtrongeſt tokens of an ex- 
treme affliction; and immediate- 
ly repaired to the temple, moſt 
humbly to ſupplicate the Al- 
mighty and Eternal Jehovah. _ 
At the ſame time, he diſpatch- 2, 4, & 4 
ed a conſiderable number of the 
principal perſons of his court, ; 
in the ſame habit of deep mourn- | 
ing to the prophet /aiah, to re- 
preſent to himthe deplorable ſtate 
of his city and country, and the 
intolerable affronts the inſulting 
enemies had thrown upoa the 
C4 great 


1.26 A PARAPHEASE on the 


h SECT. 47. great and bleſſed God of Iſrael; à day of trouble and 
| F deſiring him to intercede with plafphemde, and of 
1 „ e the Almighty and Supreme Ma- ira; ; 


children are come to 


[ 2, 3, & 4. . 
| 5 5 F;eſty, whom he had an eſpecial 


intereſt in, by the molt fervent 


prayers, to ſave the kingdom of 
Judah from the ruin and ſlavery 
that threatened it; and the ten 
tribes.were already ſuffering; and 
puniſh the 1n1quity of this out- 
rageous adverſary ; our danger 
fa\s he, is viſible and exceeding 
great, Ike that of a woman in 
travel, who after many pangs 
and throws that ſeemingly 
brought*the child to the birth, 
is ſo perfectly ſpent, as not to 
have ſtrength enough left to be 
delivered, bur fears, faints, and 
dies: thus are our ears grated 
with the moſt execrable impie- 
ties and menaces, and we have 
not power, unleſs Heaven inter- 
poſe for us, to chaſtiſe the pre- 
ſumptuous and ungodly author 


of them. 


Thus the ſervants of the king 
delivered their meſſage to the 
prophet 7/aiah, and received the 
tollowing anſwer ; this report, 
as moſt certain to be verified, 
you may make to your royal 
matter, that he need give him- 
ſelf no manner of pain or con- 
cern about the inſolent carriage 
of this wicked monarch; the ho- 
nour of God vill, in due 

| | co urſe, 


the birth, and there 
is not ſtrength to 
bring forth. | 
4. It may be the 
Lord thy God will 
hear the words of 
Rabſhakeh, whom the 
king of Aſſyria, his 
maſter, has ſent to 
reproach the livin 
God, and will re- 
prove the words 
which the Lord thy 
God hath heard: 
wherefore lift up thy 
prayer for the rem- 
nant that is leſt. 


5. So the ſervants 
of king Hezckiah 
came to J. 

6. And Iſaiah ſaid 
unto them, thus ſhall 
ye ſay unto your 
maſter, Thus faith 
the Lord, be not 
afraid of the words 
thou haſt heard, 
wherewith the ſer— 
vants of the king of 
. have blaſ⸗ 
phemed me. 


— Bock of IS AIAAH. I7 

7. Behold I will courſe, very ſhortly be effectu- Sor. 47. 
ſend ba abel ally vindicated by his provi- 
= 1 and dence; and as to his attempts 
return to his own upon the land of Judab, he 
lad, and I willcaufe ſhall be ſeized with a panic 
bim to fall by the f ; 5 
rrord in his own fear, or it ſhall be reſcued 
und. from him by deſtroying the 

| greateſt part of his ariny which 
he 1s going to lead againſt the 
Ethiopians, with a hot, violent, - 

- and peſtilential wind : he who at 

preſent was making ſuch havock 

with the ſword amongſt foreign 
nations, and had filled Jeruſalem 
y | with ſuch terrible alarms, ſhould 
be brought into ſuch diſtreſſes 
as to be glad to return to his 
own country ; where he ſhould 
be ſlain in the midſt of his ſub- 

| jects by the hands of his ſons. 

8. So, Rabſhakeh Tn the mean time Rabſhakeh8 
returned, and found receiving no anſwer from the 
the king of Afſyria 3 : . 
warring againſt Lib. deputies, returned to give his 
nah: for he had heard maſter an account of the ſum- 
that be was departed mons he had delivered by them 


If. xxxvii 
55 6, & 7 | 


——_ bk. A. a e 


9 pot. 


"0. WW ww O3 vey pa yo 


from k Lachifh. 55 
nts | | 
hs i Blaſt, &c. See Fer. iv. I. with the Arabic verſion of that 
1 paſſage, alſo 2 Kings xix. 35. . | | 
85 k Lachiſh, &c. The learned Dean Prideaux has it, that on 
all their return, they found Sennacherib decamped from Lachi/h, and j 
1 laying ſiege to Libnah, where hearing that Tirhakah, on his | 
4 finding him gone from Peluſium, was marching after him, 
= as in purſuit of one flying from him, he led forth his army 
0 5 againſt him and gave him a great overthrow ; and that, when 
0 a ſwelling with his freſh victory over the Ethiopians, he was on 
ag his full march toward Feruſalem, with thorough purpoſe utterly 


140 to deſtroy that place and all in it, an angel of the Lord went 
era forth, and, in one night, ſmote in the camp of the Aſſyrians, an 
hundred fourſcore and five thouſand men, &c. Iis pity but 

| | the 


18 A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT.47-to king Hegekiab, leaving Rabſa- 


Aris to carry on the ſiege, and diſ- 
Iſ. xxxvii : . . 
gtreſs the city, till he mould march 


— — — 


againſt it with the whole army. 
He found Senacherib at Libnah, 
for he had left Lachi/h, having 
either raiſed the ſiege, or taken 


the place. 


9,10, 11, As to his enterprize againſt 


12, & Ig the Jews, he is obliged to deſiſt 


from it at preſent, and march 
his forces another way, from the 
intelligence brought him, that 
Tirbakab, king of Cufh, in Ara- 
bia, in confederacy with the 
Egyptians, was leading a nume- 
rous army to give him battle : 
yet previous to his departure, 
he writes another letter to Heze- 
kiah, wherein he repeats, as in 


9. And he heard 
ſay concerning Tir. 
hakah, king of this 
pia, He is come forth 
to make war with 
thee. | 

10. And when he 
heard 7t, he ſent meſ- 
ſengers to Hezekiah, 
king of Judah, ſay- 
ing, Let not thy 
God in whom thou 
truſteſt deceive thee, 
ſaying, Feruſalem 
{hall not be given in- 


. nm rd 


e ap >, as 33 


a former meſſage, the groſſeſt to the band of the 


| 

| 

1 

N - : ; king of Aſſyria. 

1 inſults ; ſaying, reckon not your- 11, Behold thou 
| 


{elf haſt 


-A : the Dean had mentioned the ancient hiſtory that gives an ac- 
6 count of a battle fought with Tirhakah; alſo by ſome good 
4 authority aſcertained, whether this deſtruction happened in 
Senacherib's grand army, with which he was haſt ing to Feruſalem, 
mn not improbably at the ſmall diſtance of Neb, from whence he is 
it faid to ſhake his hand, chap. x. 32. or that which was left there 
under Rabſaris to carry on the ſiege ; or, which is moſt likely, 
in both at one and the ſame time. Prid. Con. vol. I. p. 24. 
Foſephus reckons this done by a peſtilential diſeaſe ; Herods- 
tus, that as the 4ſſyrians lay before Pelufium, a great many rats 
coming in the night, and gnawing all their bow-itrings in 
pieces they could not fight. Fef. Antiq. I. x. c. 2. Herod, Hit. 
I. xi. c. 141. Similar events are related, Juſt. Hiſt. I. xix. c. 
11. Died. Exerp, 306. A peftilential wind gives the moſt pro- 
ble account, Thev. Frav. p. il. book I. c. 16 and 20. Reſpect- 
ing Gozan and Haran, at the 12th verſe, Bochart hath obſerved 
that there were places of theſe names in Media. Phaleg, I. iii. 


cap. 14. 


— — 0 . 


Ag + — — 


naſt heard what the 
kings of 406 ria have 
done to all lands by 
d-ftroying them ut- 
tetly; and ſhalt thou 
he delivered? 
12, Hive the gods 

of the nations delt- 
veredthem which ay 
fathers have deſtro 

ed: as Gozen and 

ran, and Rege, ing” 
the children of Eden, 
which were in Telaſ- 
oy 

13. Where 7s the 

king of Hamath, 
and the king of Ar- 
#had, and the king of 
the city of Sephar- 
vaim, Hena, and 
loan. 


14. And Hezekiah 
received the letter 
from the hand of the 
meſſengers, and He- 
ꝛcliah went up into 
the houſe of the Lord, 
and ſpread it before 
the Do 

And Hezekiah 
8 unto the Lord, 
ſaying, 

16. O Lord; of 
hoſts, God of Iſrael, 
that dwelleſt between 
the cherubims, thou 
art the God, even 

thou 
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ſelf ſecure in relying on yourSEcT.47- 
God; I ſhall not be long abſent ee. 
before I return to your parts, o, 1578 
and do to your ſorrow convince 12, & 13 
you, that if he has promiſed to 
deliver he has deceived you : 
he can no more defend thoſe who 
truſt in him from falling into my 


hands, than the other gods 


could defend their worſhippers, 


that have ſhewed to all the world 
their extreme weakneſs, and ut- 
ter inability to do it; when I 
and my victorious anceſtors have 
required their ſubjection, and 
ſoon compelled them to become 
tributaries. I have hardly pa- 


tience with your extravagance, 


and that you will nor open your 
eyes to ſee the ruinous and deſ- 
picable condition of the kings 
and people all around, who have | 
diſputed my claim, or oppoſed 
my arms. 

Inſtances might be multipli- 14 15, 
ed, but it is needleſs, nor can 6 17,18 
you have occaſion for a moment's & 19 
delay, what anſwer to make. 
Hezekiah, whatever reaſon he 
had to believe that Senacherib's 
proud inſults would be ſhort- 
lived, neglected no expedients for 
peace and ſafety; as his firſt 
and grand reſourſe, he took the 
letter, went into the court of 
the temple, and opened and 
ſpread it before the Lox Dp; di- 

recting 


20 


12 he alto uttered the following 
xxx v 


14, 


5 A PAR APHRAS E on the 
3ECT.47-recting his face to the ſanctuary, 


OS 


humble and pious addreſs: Su- 


16, 1), 18 preme Ruler, and eſpecial Guar- 


& 19 dian of Tae], who deigneſt by 


viſible tokens to be peculiarly 
preſent in this holy place: in 
thy everlaſting goodneſs, be thou 
pleaſed to take our diſtreſſed af- 
fairs into thy own moſt gracious 
hand, to adjuſt, as is agreeable 


to thy Supreme pleaſure, and 


infinitely eaſy to thy wiſdom and 
Omnipotence, to vindicate thine 
own honour, and extricate thy 
people from the reſolute attempt 
and reproachful language of this 
blaſpheming tyrant : the 1dol 
deities of the heathens all around 
us, it mult be owned have early 


ſubmitted, for the had no power 


to defend their deluded votaries 
from the veteran troops of the 


' Aſſyrian army; nothing better 


could be expected from lifeleſs 
ſtocks and ſtones, that are them- 
ſelves more helpleſs than the very 
men who pay them reverence 
and profeſs to rely upon them. 


But, O thou independent and 


Eternal Jehovah, do thou diſplay 
thy truth, fidelity and divine ma- 
jeſty in the deliverance of thy 


ſervants whoſe truſt is in thee, 


ard demonſtrate thyſelf to be the 
one only God, and abſolute ſove- 
reign over the univerſe of being. 


thou alone, of all the 
kingdoms of the 
earth, thou haſt made 
heaven and earth, 

17. Incline thine 
ear, O Lord, and 
hear; open thine 
eves, O Lord, and 
ſee; and hear all the 
words of Sun,] 10, 
which hath ſent to 
reproach the living 
God. 

18. Of a truth, 
Lord, the kings of 
Aſſyria have laid 
walte all the nations 
and their countries, 

19. And have caſt 
their gods into the 
fire: for they were 
no gods, butthe work 
of mens hands, wood 
and itone ; therefore 
they have deſtroyed 
them. 

20. Now, there- 
fore, O Lord our 
God, ſave us from his 
hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the 
earth may know, that 
thou art the Lord, 
even thou only. 


CHAP, 


Book of IS AIAH. 


CHAP. XXXVIL SECT. XLYIIL 


Moſage from Iſaiah to Hezckiah, that the Lord bad 


heard his prayer. 


Sennacherib diverted from his 


enterprize in the ſiege of Jeruſalem. Conſiderable 

part of bis army deſtroyed. His retreat to Niniveh, 

his diſgrace and death. Jeruſalem delivered. 2 
Kings xix. 2 Chron. xxxii. 21 zo ihe end. 


Is A. XXXVIl. 21. 
HEN Laial, 
the ſon of A- 
mos, ſent unto Heze- 
tiak, ſaying, thus 
{aith the LORD Gop 
of Vrael, whereas 
thou haſt prayed to 
me againſt Senache- 
rib, king of Aſſyria. 
22, This 7s the 
word which the Lord 
hath ſpoken concern- 
ing him, The virgin, 
the daughter of Zion, 
hath deſpiſed thee, 
and laughed thee to 
ſcorn; the daughter 
of Feruſalom hath 
ſhaken her head at 
thee. - | 
23 Whom haſt 
thou reproached and 


blaſphemed ? and a- 
gainſt whom haſt thou 


exalted thy voice, 
and lifted up thine 


eyes on high, even 


againſt the holy One 
of Iſrael ? 


Ia. XXXVII. 21. 


O ſooner had Hez ekiab SR 


21 


cr. . 


concluded the above um- 


ble addreſs and fervent ſuppli- Ils 
cation, than a meſſage arrives 


from the prophet 1/azah to the 
following purpoſe: thus ſaith 


the Supreme EHovAHH and Iſrael's 


almighty guardian: inaſmuch 
as thou haſt expreſſed in an un- 
feigned devotion an abſolute affi- 
ance, and in the extreme anxiety 
of thy troubled breaſt implored 
my protection, againſt the power 
and threats of Sennacherib king of 
Aria, take this anſwer which 
may lay all thy fears to ſleep, 
and inſpire thee with invincible 
courage: as to all, vain man, 
that thou art able to perform, 


both the upper part of the city, 


and the lower, even all Feruſalem, 
ſlight, defy, deſpiſe thee. O 
thou ſelf-ſufficient being, and 


ſhocking inſtance of an unpar- 
donable folly and impiety, art 


thou 


112 


2 


111 
& 


22 A PAR APHR AS E on the 


SECT. 48: thou aware at whom thy ſcoffs 
bs EY and blaiphemies have been le- 
I. XXXVII . . 

21, 22, velled? whom it truly is that 
& 23 thou haſt endeavoured to over- 
bear with thy exalted voice, and 
overlook with thy diſdainful eye? 
How indubitable his juperior 
ſtrength, and how peerleſs all his 
attributes who hath taken the 
children of //-ae] under his pro- 

tection ? | | 
24 Not only in thy own profane 
perſon, but by thy inſolent ſer- 
vants haſt thou reflected diſho- 
nour on the Infinite Majeſty: in 
terms of the utmoſt oſtentation, 
chou haſt arrogated to thyſelf the 
merit and glory of all thy ſucceſſes; 
ſaying, what difficulties cannot 
I ſurmount, and what towns and 
fortreſſes ſubdue, who have al- 
ready gained the arduous aſcents, 


and paſſed over the craggy tops 


of the loftieſt hills with my foot 
foldiers, and alſo with my cha- 
riots. It muſt be eaſy for me to 
cut down the cedars and fir-trees 
on mount Lebanon, that would 
retard the further progreſs of my 
army; nor can any thing hinder 


my ſpeedy arrival at the environs 


of Jeruſalem. 
25 Wherever they were neceſſary, 
I have digged, and have been 
abun- 


24. By thy ſer- 
vants haft thou re- 
proached the Lokp, 
and haſt ſaid, By che 
multitude of my cha- 
riots am 1 come up 
to the height of the 
mountains, to the 
ſides of Lebanon, 
and I will cut down 
the tall cedars there- 
of, and the choice 
fir-trees thereof, and 
I will enter into the 
heighth of his border, 
and the foreſt of his 
carmel. 


25, 1 I have dig- 
ged and drank water, 
and 


1 T have digged, &c. Probably an adagium, or proverbial ex- 


preflion of the ancients, to denote an enterprizing perſo 


n who 


eaſily 


E EEE UN RE EY 


and with the ſole of 


my feet have I dried 
up the rivers of the 
beſieged places. 


26. Haſt thou not 


| heard long ago, how 
| have done it, and 


of ancient times that 
] have formed it? 
now have I brought 
it to paſs, that thou 
ſhouldfſt be to lay 
waſte defenced cities 
#10 ruinous heaps. 
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abundantly refreſhed with foun- SE Sr. 48. 
tains of water: to comport with 
my deſigns, I have diverted the g 


_ courſes of rivers, and when they 


obſtructed the ſiege of any place 
I had determined to rake, I found 
expedients to dry up their chan- 
nels. 3 
From whence, but an infa- 27 
tuated and boundleſs preſump- 
tion, art thou enough daring to 
arrogate to thyſelf thoſe things 
which thou muſt have heard, and 
mayeſt be very ſenſible, truly 
belonged to me and my all-rul- 
ing providence; and that, thou 
fooliſh boaſter, or thy anceſtors, 
were only inſtruments in my 
hand for correcting ſeveral na- 
tions of the world, who by their 
idols had denied my ſupremacy, 
or in their wicked lives diſobeyed 
my laws. Thou hadſt my per- 
miſſion indeed, I had previouſly 
devoted them to deſtruction, or 
thy attempt had been in vain, 
- 


caſily ſurmounts the greateſt difficulties, and certainly accom- 
pliſhes whatever he undertakes. By Matzar, rendered befteged 
places ; Bochart, Oeccolompadins, and Kimchius, underſtand the 
ſame as Mitzraim, and interpret, I have dried up the rivers of 
Eyypt : i. e. I will enter as eafily into Egypt, on which you 


rely, as if when I came thither, all the rivers wherewith it is 


<nvironed were dried up. Similar to that of the Gothic general 


Auric, in Claudian, 


— 


Sub ide re noftris 


Sub pedibus montes, areſcere vidimus ammes. 


De Bell. Get. J. iv. verſe 16 and 26. 


24 

Sgr. 48. 
— 
II. xxxvii 
| 27 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


and thy ſucceſſes very inconſide- 


nf 


vinces, as I had delivered them 


up, were ealily ſubdued, had no 


ſtrength nor courage to make re- 


ſiſtance, were thrown into a ge- 


neral conſternation, and preſently 
vanquiſhed: they fell like the 


bending graſs of the field, and 


28 & 29 


the tender herb; as the graſs on 
the houſe-tops, it has no depth 
of rooting; and the corn which 
is blaſted and withered before it 
attain to any maturity; there 
was no difficulty in making them 
{acrifices. | 1 

I am not unacquainted with 
any particulars of thy deſigns or 
proceedings ; without me thou 
canſt neither form nor execute 


any ſcheme at all; and ſifice thou 


doſt not conſider this, but art 
grown ſo impious and fool-hardy 
as to be riſen up in an avowed 
rebellion againſt the power that 
exalted thee; thou ſhalt know 


that I reſent it, and ſhalt feel the 


weight of my diſpleaſure: I will 


give a ſovereign check to = 
e 


moſt fulſome pride, and cau 
thee to return with ſignal marks 
of my dreadful vengeance to thy 
native country. 


39 And as to thy deliverance, O 


king Hezekiah, be aſſured of it 
by the following token ; the 


Aſjyrian 


aDiCc. ; 
The people of various pro- 


27. Therefore their 
inhabitants were gf 
ſmall power ; they 
were diſmayed and 
confounded : they 
as the praſs of the 
weld, and as the 


green herb, as the 


graſs on the houſe- 
tops, 
blaſted before it be 
grown up, 


28. But I know 
thy abode, and thy 
going out and thy 
coming in, and thy 
rage againſt me. 

29. Becauſe thy 
rage againſt me and 
thy tumult is come 
up into my ears, 
therefore will J put 
my hook in thy noſe, 
and my bridle in thy 
lips, and I will turn 
thee back by the way 


which thou cameſt. 


30. And this /hall 
be a fign unto thee, 
ye ſhall eat ii year 
ſuch as growth of it- 

ſelf 


and as corn 


2 


hee, 
vear 
f it- 

ſelf 


el, and the ſecond 
rear that which 
ſpringeth ofthe fame: 
and in the third year 
ſow ve and reap, and 
ant vinevards, and 
eat the fruit thereof. 


31. And the rem- 
nant that is eſcaped 
of the houſe of Ju- 
dal ſhall again take 
root downward, and 
bear fruit upward, 


32. For out of 


Jeruſalem ſhall go 
forth a remnant, and 
they that eſcape out 
of mount Zion: the 
zeal of the Lord of 
hoſts ſhalldo this. 


vor. II. 


Aſyrian hath greatly harraſſed Sx or 48. 


der the government of their own 


the people that were ſhut up 


without fear or danger: they 
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your country, and ſo deſtroyed = 
its fruit, that you cannot, this 30 | 2 
ſeaſon, attend to agriculture: A 
the enſuing one is the ſabbatical | 
year, wherein you are to live up- 
on the natural produce of your 
ground; yet you ſhall have in 
theſe ſo plentiful a ſelf-ſown 
crop, as ſufficiently to ſupply 
your wants, till you ſhall again 
ſow and reap in peace and ſafety. * 
And thoſe Jews who ſhall re-5* 
main and ſurvive the ſeries of 
calamities that will ſhortly befal 
them, ſhall, conformable to the 
promiſes made to the family of 
David, long continue a body po- 
litic, happy and proſperous un- 


king, and in ſubjection to their 
own laws. | N 
As for the city Feruſalem which * 
the proud Aſſyrian had the hor- 
rid boldneſs to intimate, that 
its God ſhould not defend it 


within her walls ſhall go out 


who had fled thither for ſafety: 
ſhall return to them. and find 
reſt and peace in their uſual ha- 
bitations. The reſidue ſhall 
enjoy all their liberties and pri- 
vileges; for ſuch affectionate 
regard hath the Lord, who with 
infinite eaſe can perform what- 

ever 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sx r. 48. ever pleaſes him, determined to 
— — ſhew for his own honour in his 


people's welfare and happineſs. 


33 And fince it 1s his fixed pur- 


poſe to preſerve and defend Je- 


ruſalem, the Lord hath expreſly 


declared, reſpecting the king of 
Aſſyria, that he ſhall not be ſut- 
fered to come into this city to 
aſſault it by ſhooting arrows, 
and a ftegular fiege : a total in- 


activity ſhall prevail in his army, 
that they ſhall not attempt to 


ſcale the walls, to cover them- 
ſelves with ſhields, or to throw 
up ramparts, and from thence 
diſcharge darts and javelins. 


34 It is repeated, and may be 


fully depended on, that he ſhall 
be made quite ſick of all fur- 
ther military enterprizes, and 
ſhall return in the greateſt diſho- 
nour. to his own country ; who 
lately marched with ſo much ar- 
dour and intrepidity, ſplendour 
and magnificence, at the head of 
a large body of well-diſciplined 
and gallant troops, 


35 They have not been fo grate- 


ful as might have been expected, 
but have ſometimes deſerved to 
be ſeverely puniſhed, neverthe- 
leſs, the inhabitants of this city 

| ſhall 


m Return. 2 Chron, XXXIIi. 21. it Is 
Abe 


33. Therefore thus 
ſaith the Lord, con- 


cerning the king of 
Aſſyria, he ſhall not 


come into this city, 


nor ſhoot an arrow 


there, nor come be- 


fore it with ſhields, 
nor caſt a bank 2. 
gainſt it. 


34. By the way 
that he came, by the 
ſame way ſhall hem 
return, and ſhall not 
come into this city, 
faith the Lord, 


35. For Iwill de- | 
fend this city to ſave 


it, for mine own ſake, 
and for my ſervant 
David's ſake. 


added, with fhame if 


* _— As a. ft A 


re thus 
5 COn- 
Ing of 
ul not 


city, 


arrow 
le be- 
lields, 
nk 2- 


Way 
y the 
he m 
Il not 


city, 


Il de⸗ 


ſave 
ſake, 
rvant 


me of 


36 n Then the an- 
gel of the Lord went 
forth, and ſmote in 
the camp of the Aſſy- 
71205 a hundred and 
fourſcore and five 
thouſand ; and when 
they aroſe early in 
the morning, behold 


they were all dead 


corples . | 


47 80 Senacherib, 
king of Aſſyria, de- 
| parted, 


n The Babyloniſi Talmud hath it that this deſtruction was exe- 


of them, ſo that when they aroſe 


Book of IS AI AH. | 27 is 
ſhall be favoured with my pro- Sz cT.48- 
tection, on my own account, 
C 
and to ſupport and maintain 
: 35 
there the knowledge of virtue 
and true religion : on king Da- 
vid, my ſervants alſo, who with 
all his errors and miſcarriages 
was full of zeal for my caule, it 
ſhall not be ſoon delivered up to 
irretrievable deſtruction. 
Not long after, as Senacherib 36 


5 


was returning fluſhed with vic- 
tory over the confederate Ethio- 
pian and Egyptian army, and in 
full march to beſiege Jeruſalem, 
as if an angel had been ſent from 
the Lord to make this dreadful 
devaſtation, a peſtilential diſ- 
temper broke out among his 
troops, which in one night's 
time deſtroyed the greateſt part 


„ 


early in the morning the ſurvi- 
vors had very few to behold in 
their camp that were not dead 
corples. | N 
The horror of this extreme 3, 
diſaſter, and the probable uſe 
8 that 


cuted by Tightning, and ſome of the Targums. are quoted for 
ſaying the ſame thing. The Arabic verſion renders it an hot 


ſeſlilential wind, which as has been obſerved in a former note 
is moſt probable, and which frequently happens to vaſt caravens 
of the Mahometans, going their annual pilgrimage to Mecca, 
and deſtroys great multitudes of them in a moment : this ſeems 
denoted by the words of Iſaiah, that threatened Senacherib with 
a blaſt that Go p would ſend upon him. Prid. Conn. B. 1. p. 25. 


28 


A PARAPHRASE on 


Sz cr.43.that Tirbakah might be diſpoſed 
— to make of it, cauſed him to 


If. xxxvil 


37.& 38 


haſten his return home to his ca- 
pital at Niniveb, in the utmoſt 
confuſion ; where he ſpent the 
remainder of his days in obſcu- 
rity, neglect, and contempt : 
which threw him into ſuch 
gloomineſs and melancholy, cru- 
elty, and arbitrary practices, as 


rendered him at lenoth intolera- 


' S 
ble to his own family; ſo 


that two of his ſons conſpired 
againſt his life, and after ſlaying 
him fled their native country; 


while the crown was fixed on the 


head of a third ſon, named E- 


ſarhaddon. | 


the 
parted, and went, and 
returned, and dwelt 
at Niniveh. | 
38. And it came 
to paſs as he was wor- 
ſhipping in the houſe 
of Nizroch, his god, 
that Adramelech and 
Sharezer his ſons, 
ſmote him with the 
ſword, and they eſ- 
caped into the land 
of Armenia: and E- 
ſarhaddon, his ſon, 
reigned in his ſtead, 


H AF. 


He 


0 
= 
( 


wor- 
ouſe 
god, 
and 
ons, 
the 
eſ- 
land 
1 E- 
ſon, 
cad, 


* 


Is A. xxxviii. 1. 

N thoſe days was 
[ Hezekiah fick un- 
to death: and Iſaiah 
tie prophet, the ſon 
of Amos, came unto 
bim, and ſaid nnto 
him, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, ſet thine houſe 
in order, for thou 
halt die and not live. 


2. Then Heger 
turned his face toward 
the wall, and prayed 


untothe Lord, ſaying, 


z. Remember now, 


0 Lord, I beſcech 


thee, how T have walk- 


edbefore thee in truth 
and with a perfect 
heart, and have done 
that which is good in 

thy 
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CHAP. XXXVIIE SECT. XLIX. 


Hezekiah's ſickneſs. His humble ſupplication. The 
ſpeedy anſwer, and his recovery. His ſong of thankſ- 
giving. The fin requeſted, or the prodigy which 
attended this circumſtance, viz. of the ſhadows go- 
ing back ten degrees. | 


Is A. XXXVviil. 1. | 
EZEKIAH's reign was Te-Sx cT. 49. 
markable for the follow 

ing extraordinary circumſtances; I 
while the A Hrian monarch threat- 
ened his deſtruction, and was 
making great preparations to in- 
vade his country, he was ſeized 
with a moſt dangerous diſtem- 
per, and his life deſpaired of: 
the prophet T/azah allo ſent to 
aſcertain the matter, and in the 
name of the Lord advife him, 
ſaying, hold thyſelf in readineſs 
as becomes a dying man, for thy 
preſent illneſs is mortal and in- 
curable. 6 

Such a ſentence, ſo ſeemingly 2, & 3 
ſevere and abſolute, greatly af- 
fected this excellent monarch, as 
the ſituation of public affairs 
was very precarious, and he had 
no legitimate iſſue to ſucceed 
him : requeſting, therefore, the. 
company of occaſional viſitors to 
withdraw, and turning his face 


D 3- from 
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SECT. 49. from thoſe whoſe province it was thy fight: and He... 
e o be conſtantly in waiting, he Fran * wept Tore. 

2& addreſſed to the Almighty the 
following earneſt and very affec- 
tionate Tupplication : : 1 maT 
humbly intreat, great and good 

God, that thou wilt remember 

in what ſimplicity and ſincerity 

of virtue my former life has been 
conducted ; and with what vi- 

gour of unwearied endeavour 1 

have proſecuted the important 

work of a general reformation 
among my ſubjects; to the ut- 

moſt of my power have labour- 

ed to reſtore the knowledge and 
practice of true religion : not, I 

hope, without ſome ſucceſs : 
graciouſly concur with my en- 
deavours, let them not be in 
vain : look with pity on . my 
diſtreſſed kingdom, ſuffer not 
my early mortality to blaſt all 
our future hopes: at the ſame 
time, a flood of tears guſhed 

from his weeping eyes. 

4% 5 The prophet had but juſt de- 4. Then came the 
parted from the royal preſence word of the Lord to 
before he had expreſs orders from _ . # 
a moſt gracious God, immedi- 1 Thus Zh 
ately to return with a new meſ- the Lord, the God of 
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o Wet fore, one reaſon for bis ſtedding tears might be that 
he had not got a ſon to ſurvive and ſucceed him on the throne, 
for he lived after this fifteen years, and when he died, Menaſſal 


was but twelve years old, therefore mult have been born after 
this ficknels, | 


51 
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David thy father, 1 ſage, intimating, that thus ſaith Sg or. 49. 
have heard thy pra- the Supreme Being, the God of —-——7 


er, J have ſeen th 
tears: behold 1 will 
add unto thy days ? been open to thy fervent prayer, 
hfteen years. mine eyes ſympathized with thy 

| flowing tears, and in anſwer thy 
days ſhall be prolonged to the 
farther date of fifteen years, 


wherein ſeveral very important 


and deſirable events may take 


place. 


6. And I will de- One very intereſting circum- 6 


in Fe ſtance thou mayeſt be aſſured of, 
de king of Aſſ;ria, that whatever the king of Aſſyria 
and I will defend this hath deſigned to thy diſhonour 


city. | ö D 4 and 


p Fifteen years, it is added in the hiſtory, that on the third 
day he ſhould go up to the 1775 F the Lord. 2. Kings, xx. 6. 


Tis alſo ſaid, that when Hezekiah deſired a ſign of Iſaiah, two. 


different figns were left to his option; either that the ſhadow 
of the ſun- dial ſhould go backward or forward ten d:grees, and 
that Hezekiah ſaid, it was a light thing for the ſhadow to go down 
ten degrees, but deſired rather that the ſhadow might return back- 
ward ten degrees. 2 Kings. xx. 8, 9, 10, and 11. This wonder 
is ſaid to have happened before his deliverance from the Aſſyrian 
army, though it is poſtponed in the ſaered hiſtory : becauſe the 
prophet at one and the ſame time, aſſures him both of that deliver- 
ance and of his recovery : and it is ſuppoſed, that the beams of 
the ſun [being miraculouſly inflicted] cauſed the ſhadow to go 


hack over ten of the degrees, which'it ha paſſed upon Ahaz's dial, or 


flight of fteps. The whole miracle therefore to have conſiſted in 
the bare reverſion of the ſun'sheams. Urio. Hift. vol. iv. p. 165. 
But the primate Lhur in his Annals obferves, that the ſun and 
all the heavenly bodies went back, and as much was detracted 
from the next night, as was added to this day. Herodotus in 
his Exterpe, c. cxlii. ſays the Egyprians, had obferved certain 
ſtrange alterations in the ſun ; that it had riſen four times out of 
its uſual courſe ; riſing twice where it now ſets, and ſetting 
twice where it now riſes; and yet no change at all made in the 


earth, in the rivers, nor in any thing elſe. An evidence, as 


well as ſome accounts tranſmitted from Babylon, that they had 
heard of ſome unuſual appearances, but had not a perfect know- 
ledge how they happened. | 


; I xxxviii 
thy father David, mine ears have, & 5 
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9 & 10 


7, & 8 


A PARA THHRAS E on the 


S ECT. 49. and th judice of thy people, 
e prejudice of thy peop 


* will undertake your protection 


ſhall prove en irely abortive : I 
and deliverance, therefore you 
may reſt ſatisfied that you are 
perfectly ſecure. _ 

And this ſhall be a certain 
token from the Lord himſelf, 
that what he has been pleaſed to 
engage for he will infallibly per- 
form : the ſhadow of the de- 
grees which 1s gone down ten 
degrees in the ſun-dial of Abaz, 
ſhall return back ſo many de- 
grees, ſteps, or meaſures, which 
happened according to the pro- 
phet's prayer: the ſun to all ap- 
pearance had a retrograde mo- 
tion given it, without any viſible 
diſorder in the ſtate of the celeſ- 
tial orbs; but whether by means 
of ſome meteor-like light ſhin- 
ing ſimilar to, and in a different 
poſition from that of the ſun, or 
by whatever other way, does not 
ſeem to be ſo clearly and fully 
aſcertained. | 

King Hezekiah compoſed the 
following hymn, as a teſtimony 
of his gratitude for God's un- 
ſpeakable goodneſs in recovering 


him from a moſt threatening 
malady, and for the benefit of 


polte- 


7. And this ſhall 
be a ſign unto thee 
from the Lord, that 
the Lord will do this 


thing that he hach 


ſpoken. 

8. Bebold, I will 
bring again the ſha» 
dow of the degrees 
which is gone down 
in the A of 
Ahaz, ten degrees 
backward. So the 
ſun returned ten de- 
grees, by which de- 
grees it was gone 
down, 


9. The q writing of 
Hezekiah king of Fu- 
dah, when he had 
been ſick and was re- 


covered of his ſick- 


neſs. 
10 I faid in the 
cutting off of my 
days, 


q , riting, &c. The original ſignifies to write by engraving : 
to impreſs a ftrong mark, to deſcribe a perſin, to pourtray the plan 


of a country. 
it may long remain. 


To regifter, or enter upcn record, a writing that 


— — JO 
—_— Fa. 
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das, I hall go tothe poſterity committed it to writ- SE Or. 49. 
gites of the grave : ing, that they might entertain 7 
lam r deprived of tbe 2 If. xxxviil 
"ofclue of my years. 4 thankful laſting leaſe of them, 10 

1 jf ever they received the like fa- 

vours. In the violence of my 
tortures, eſpecially under the 


. ſentence declared by the prophet, 
"a I reflected as follows. To all 
his | intents and purpoles I may 
ch reckon myſelf already dead; 
in for after a few more fluttering 
has pulſes, there will be an entire 
ez ceſſation of all motion and 
_ action: with one far-fetch- 
= ed ſigh I ſhall have bidden 
the the world adieu, and entered 
de- through the diſmal gates which 
- are open into the ſilent grave, 
being by an untimely fate in the 
flower of my age deprived of 
thoſe years, which, in the ordi- 
nary courſe of nature, I might 
ja have expected to have hved. 
11.1 faid, I hal What gives me a very deep 11 
not ſee the Lord, d R 
eren the Lord in the concern and unfeigned heavy at- 
land of the living: fliction, is the pleaſing commu- 
„ nion have ejoyed with. God 
1 titants of ache world, in his Ordinances, and fatisfac- 
ad | tion in ſocial worſhip with my 
N fellow- creatures, will never more 
N return in this world: when once 
he my 
"7 4, 
5 r Deſerved of , literally, Tam made to miſs or want. | 
$ This world. The radix ſignifies to ceaſe, to leave F, to de- 
1 it, and the paſſage ſhould be rendered, I ſhall behold man 10 
an more, when I am wit. the inhabitants of ceſſation, i. e. with the 
at dead, Pſal. xxxix. 4. How frail, &. how ceaſing 1 am, i. e. 


how much I haſten to 4 4a! ceſſation of lifes 


34 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Szcr.49. my eyes are cloſed in obſcure 


—— darkneſs, what will ſignify rela- 


II. xxxvili 
II 


12 pine 


tionſhips or friendſhips, the moſt 
rational converſe or tendereſt ties; 
they will all be at an entire end 
with the nobleſt ſatisfaction of 
doing good and promoting hap- | 
4 | 12. Mine age is 

As to any future account to departed, and is re. 
: moved from me as a 
be given of the number of my ſhepherd's tent: 1 
years, mine age, with my de- have cut off like a 
parture from the preſent ſtate, weaver my life : t he 


; : 3 will cut me off with 
is arrived at a final period: and piningfickneſs: from 


as the wandering Arabs roll up day even to night 
their tents, or tranſitory ſhep- wilt thou make an 
herds remove their flocks, when end of me. 

one 1s eaten to a freſh paſture, 

ſo muſt I leave this for ſcenes of 

a different nature, for an un- 

known region, a new and un- 

tried being. As a weaver, whe- 

ther he have finiſhed it or not, 

yet when he has wrought as far 

as he intended, cuts off his web 

and takes it out of the loom : 1o 

it happens to the thread of my 

| | life; 

t He will cut me off with pining ſickneſs. In the margin it is 
From the thrum, or the looſe thread of the woof faſtened to the 
weaver's beam. i. e. he will utterly cut me off, from day even t 
night; i.e. all the day long from the morning even to night 
thou wilt be hewing me down, fo that there is not a moment 
wherein I am not in fear of death : or thou wilt preſently dif- 
patch me: this very day before night, there will be an end of 
me. Fob iv. 20. A mane ad veſperam ſuccinentur. The mean- 
ing is, that as a weaver, thou weaveft the threads of my lite, 
it may be but a ſhort web at moſt, and ſcarce of a ſingle day. In 
the morning thou beginneſt it, and as if it repented thee, before 
the evening thou hai finiſhed thy labour, 
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life; my diſeaſe is continually SECT. 49. 


waſting the poor materials it has 


13. Ireckonedtill 


morning, that as a 
lion, fo will he break 
all my bones : from 
day even to night wilt 


thou make an end of 


Me. . 


14. Likea crane or 
a fwallow, ſo did I 
chatter: I did mourn 
as a dove : mine eyes 
fail with looking up- 
ward, O Lord, u I am 
oppreſſed, undertake 
tor me, 


. . [ſxxxviit 
to work on, and in a ſhort time 12 


muſt have exhauſted or quite 
conſumed them. _ 13 
Though I had finiſhed, in 
throbbing pain and inward great 
perplexity, the foregoing day, 
yet at evening I did not expect 
that I ſhould live to fee the re- 
turn of morning; it is as im- 
poſſible, I thought, for me long 
to ſubſiſt in this extremity of 
miſery, as it is for the delacerated 


prey of a fierce andravenous lion. 


I truly reſembled, by the 14. 
confuſed noiſe of my muttering 
voice intermixed with ſighs and 
groans, the low and hoarſe 
ſounds of cranes or ſwallows, 
when they are deſtitute of food. 
or have been ſpoiled ct their 
young; I fobbed allo in the pi- 
teous (trains, and complained in 
the ſofteſt murmurs of the 
mourning dove : I could hardly 
keep open my heavy eyes, or lift 
them up to him, from whom a- 


ne I could hope for ſupport or 
| help 5 


u I am oppreſſed, &c. The expreflions are figurative, and 
Hezekiad's diſtemper compared to a rough bailiff, or relentleſs 
creditor, that would hurry the unfortunate and inſolvent deb- 
tor to priſon, unleſs ſome humane good man would interpoſe 
and give bail for him; this he conſiders as a proper emblem of his 
own unhappy caſe, unleſs the Lord would vouchſafe to be his 
ſecurity, and releaſe him from his inveterate diſeafe which he 
thus repreſents by the violent hands of unmerciful mortals, 
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Sn Cr. 49. help; at length, the following 


— ejaculatory addreſs burſt out 


VIII 


H. xxx 


1 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


from my labouring breaſt; Moſt 
gracious ſovereign, nature 1s 
quite overſet with this malady, 
it cannot hold out much longer, 
but muſt fink under the burden 
unleſs in thy great goodneſs thou 
art pleaſed to relieve me. 


But why do J expatiate on the 


16 


grievouſneſs of my paſt illneſs, 
when I ſhould in tran{ports be 
enlarging on the unſpeakable 
mercy of. my recovery. My 
good God, whom I ought'for 
ever to adore; by the ſame pro- 
phet, in almoſt the ſame inſtant, 
that he alarmed, quieted my 
fears, ſent and revoked the ſum- 
mons of- mortality, aſſuring me 
of a prolongation of my days: 
he hath performed that which he 
hath ſpoken, I will ſhew the 
utmoſt ſolicitude to walk cir- 
cumſpectly; and whenever I re- 
collect that I have been greatly 
afflicted, it ſhall likewiſe occur 
how wondertuliy preferved 
and reſtored, and how careful 
J ought to be never to offend a 
God of ſuch mercy. 

*Tis by thy favour and the 
kind diſpoſitions of thy provi- 
dence, cver- bleſſed God, that 

man's 


By theſe things, Sc. i. e. the application of well adapted 
ter dug, with à divine concurrence and bleſſing to give them 
| ſucceſs 


15. What fall 1 
ſay? he hath ſpoken 
unto me, and himſelf 
hath done 2t : I ſhall 
go ſoftly all my 

ears in the bitter- 
neſs of my ſoul. 


916. O Lord, X by 
theſe things men live, 
and in all.theſe things 

is 


ag 


;the life of my ſpi- 
cit; ſo wilt thou reco- 
verme, and make me 
to live. 


17. Behold, for 
peace I had great bit- 
terneſs: but thou haſt, 
in love to my ſoul, 
&livered it from the 
pit of corruption : 
for thou haſt caſt all 
my fins behind thy 
8 


18. For the grave 
cannot praiſe thee, 
death cannot cele- 
brate thee : they that 

| go 
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man's being is ſupported and SEC. 49. 
maintained; entirely owing to 
thy benignity that my life is re- ;6 


newed, and my ſpirit continued 
to animate this body: thou wilt, 
I am certain, perfect the work 
thou haſt begun, and I ſhall en- 


Joy myſelf for the remainder of 


my years, in as much perfection, 
with as much pleaſure as 1s truly 
good for me. 


37 


ſ. xxx viii 


At the very time that in the 1) 


eaſe, health and peace indulged 
me, the candle of the Lord ſhone 
upon my tabernacle, and I had 
no apprehenſion that ſomalignant 
a diforder was likely to attack 
me; I was nevertheleſs ſurprized 
with this painful and dangerous 
indiſpoſition: thou moſt indul- 
gent parent, haſt been graciouſly 
pleaſed to recover me when 1 
was deſcending into the grave, 
as it were to call me back; the 
favour and forgiving mercy 
ought never to be forgotten, that 
I am not charged ſo as to be juſtly 
puniſhed for the multitude of 


my errors and offences. 


The ceitain meaning of my 18 
health reſtored and life prolong- 


ed is, that I may perform in this 
| world, 


ſucceſs, The latter of theſe, the recovered monarch would 
doubtleſs have underſtood, and his impreffive ſenſe of the in- 
eſtimable favour in his own.. All the circumſtances unite and 
agree to eſtabliſh this ſentiment. 
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A PARNAP HEN ASE on the 


£90 down into the pit 
cannot hope for thy 


38 
SE OT. 49. world, what I could not have 
—— done in that land of forgetful- 


En | truth, 

S 18 K 19 neſs, the ſilent grave, even cele- N The ei ü 
brate God's praiſes, and truſt in the living he ſhall « 
his power and goodneſs : this J 33 55 wy ; 45 lay 
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am fully reſolved to do, I re- . the children fan up 
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Joice in the opportunity my re- 
covery promiſes me; my heart 
truly overflows with love and 
gratitude, that T who have been 
within the confines of the dead, 
do certainly live; and a moſt de- 
ſirable ſeaſon is afforded me of 
olorifying my maker, and re- 
commending his worſhip and ſer- 
vice to all the ſucceſſive genera- 
tions of mankind; let parents 
early inform the riſing generati- 
on what great things an ever- 
bleſſed God hath done; and in- 
ſtruct them to adore his At- 
tributes, and habituate them- 
ſelves to the obſervance of his 

laws. 1 
A peculiar readineſs and ſea- 
ſonableneſs, as well as goodneſs 
and mercy, were remarkably 
manifeſted in God's memorable 
interpoſition to preſerve my life; 
I hope, it will be a public bleſ- 
ſing, and both king and people 
expreſs in the propereſt manner, 
upon the joyful occaſion an un- 
feigned thankfulneſs; even all 
our future days, congratulate 
one another, in the holy temple, 
with 


make 


known thy 
truth. 


20. The Lord was 
ready to ſave me: 
therefore we will ſing 
my ſongs to the 
ſtringed inſtruments, 
all the days, of our 
life, in the houſe of 
the 'Lord, 


e pit 
r thy 


Ing, 
ſhall 
I 4 
hers 
{hal} 
thy 


21. For Iſaiah had 
ſaid, Let them take 
2 lump of figs, and 
y it for a plaiſter 
wpon the boil 7 and he 
all recover. 


22. Hezekiah alſo 
kad ſaid, what is the 
fgn that I ſhall go 
up to the houſe of 
the Lord. 


Book of IS AIA H. 


with the ſolemnities of worſhipSz er. 49. 
— 


and ſervice. 5 

The prophet had particularly 
directed, that a quantity of figs 
ſhould be applied in a plaiſter to 
the parts affected, which being 
done, cauſed the diſtemper to 
diſcharge itſelf in a large ſore, 
and relieved the king from his 
anguiſh, | 


The tidings of ſo perfect and 22 


ſpeedy a cure, that within three 


days the king ſhould be able to 


o up and render public ac- 
Eno ledger of the favour in 
the houſe of the Lord, was ſo 
acceptable, unexpected and ſur- 
prizing, that his majeſty not out 


of any real diffidence, as to the 


divine promiſe, or the prophet's 
veracity who reported it, but 
out of an earneſt deſire, to have 
his faith in ſo pleaſing a circum- 
ſtance, moſt fully confirmed: 
humbly intreated Jſaiab, for a 
previous ratification by ſome viſi- 
ble token or miracle, 


Iſ. xxxviii 


21 
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40 4 PARAPHRAS E on the 


GH AP. XXXIX..S$ECT.-. L. 


Congratulatory embaſſy ſent to Hezekiah on bis reco- 


. very by the king of Babylon. 


His pleaſure in the 


honour thereby done him, and impolitic behaviour on 
the occaſion. The prophet's remonſtirance, and pre- 
diftion of the Babyloniſh captivity. Hezekiah's 

* acquieſcence and thankfulneſs, that there ſhould be 
an uninterrupted oe during bis life and reign, 


Ta. xxxix. 21. 


SE CT. 50. HE fame of thoſe extra- 
— ordinary circumſtances 
Iſa. xxxix 


that attended the recovery of 
Hezekiab's health, with the pub- 
lick thankſgivings performed 
upon that joyful occaſion, ſpread 
to Babylon; and engaged its mo- 
narch, with the advice of his 
princes and nobles, to diſpatch 
to him an honourable embaſly, 
with letters and a royal preſent : 
probably both to congratulate, 
and to court an alliance for 
ſkrengthening him againſt the 
growing power of the king of 


Aria. 
| | This 


Is A. xxxix. 21, 
T that time y 
Merodach Bala- 

dan, the fon of Pala- 
dan, king of Pabylin, 
ſent letters and a pre- 
ſent to Hegeliah: for 
he had heard that he 
had been fick, and 
was recovered, 


y Meredach, &c. this was Merodach or Mordac Embadus, the 


PR of Baladan, Beleſis, or as Nicelas Damaſenus calls him, Na- 


nibrus, the ſame with Nabonaſſar, from the beginning of whoſe 
reign at Babylon commenceth the famous aſtronomical Ara, 
filed from him the Ara of Nabonaſſar, being the father of 
Merodac or Mordac Embadus, who ſent a congratulary embaſly 
to king Hezckiah upon his recovery. Prid. Conn, B. 1, Feſeth, 


Antiq. I. x. c. 3. 


2. And Hegel ali 
was glad of them, 


ſures: there was no- 
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This remarkable inſtance of Sgr. 50. 
a very diſtinguiſhing ref, ect from . 
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d ſhewed them the od OE L{.XXX1X 1 
99g” his precious a crowned head in ſo remote a, | 

60 things, the filver and country, of whoſe amicable diſ- 

the the golds. _ the poſitions he had no reaſon to be 
on ſpices, and de bie. doubtful, gave Hegzekiab a pecu- 
0 cious ointment, and 1 WS > 535 | 
WE {ll the houſe of his lar Jatls action, indeed threw 9 * 
ih's amour; and all that him into a kind of traninort ; {0 US 
| be was found in his trea- that he not only gave the envoys N 


thing in| his houſe, 
nor in all bis domi— 


a moft gracious audience, but 


directed his principal officers of 


=; nions, that Hesel ſtate, to entertain them with a 1 | 
5 ſkewed them not. ſight of every thing that was va- 15 
es luable, precious or curious with- * 
In, in his realm: his arſenals, the all 
1 ſtrength of his kingdom, and | ad 
7 richneſs of his treaſury : there bo. 
and was truly nothing of conſequence 1 
to be known, that he did not 1 
after the moſt open and unre- a 
ſerved manner perfectly commu- _ 
| nicate. * 
3. Then came Iſaiah This ſtep of an over-haſty 3 in 
the prophetunto king and impolitic behaviour in He- | 
Hezehrah, and faid zetiab, occaſioned a ſpeedy viſit 
unto him, what ſaid 7 . 
theſe men? and from from the prophet Jaiab; no 
whence came they ſooner were the Babhylonians diſ- 
uy 225 8 ” miſſed, than he waited upon his 
come from a 2 fa. majeſty, requeſting to be in- 
- country formed, upon what important 
1 z Far country, &c. Hezekiah could hardly reckon Babylon 
4 very remote from Fudea ; may not the expreſſion ſignify then 
of that they were not much known in this country, as at this time 


Ty the people of that land were not a powerful ſtate compared with 

their mighty neighbour the king of Aria. However, the 
word of the Lord is ſtedfafi for ever; and a hundred and tiventy- 
tive years afterwards, this prophecy, tothe minuteſt circumſtance, 


was accompliſhed. 
You. IE E buſineſs 


42 A PARA PHRASH on the 


_ SEcrT.50. buſineſs thoſe ambaſſadors had 


— been admitted; likewiſe from 
If. xxxix 

z what country they came, and 

in what manner he had treated 

them. To whom the king, with 

his uſual ingenuity, immediately 

anſwers, that they were an em- 

baſſy diſpatched to pay his con- 

gratulatory reſpects, from a 

mighty monarch, at ſo conſide- 


fam 3 unto me, eve; 
from Babylon. 


rable a diſtance as the city of Ba- 


bylon. 

Hezekiah replyed, *tis natural 
to imagine, from ſo long a jour- 
ney, that an high opinion has 
been raiſed of our court and na- 
tional character; and I have 
omitted nothing that I thought 
expedient to confirm them in 
thefe ſentiments: I have freely 
diſcovered to them every thing 
that might entertain them as 
men of rank, or, as foreigners, 
they might be curious to know, 
in my palaces and treaſures. 

5. 6, ) Upon this precipitate and im- 
politic proceeding, the prophet 
very ſeriouſly obſerves in the fol- 
lowing words of the Lord: your 
conduct has been extremely ill- 
judged, and unſuitable to your 
circumſtances: your buſineſs it 
is principally to rely upon the 
divine protection, and neither 
affect to make a vain parade of 
your wealth and greatneſs; nor 
be ſo afraid as to court the al- 

liance 


4. Then faid te, 
What have they ſeen 
in thine houſe? And 
Heozckiah anſwered, 
all that is in mine 
houſe they have ſeen: 
there is nothing a- 
mong my treaſures 
that I have. not ſhew- 
ed them. 


5. Then ſaid Iſaiah 
to Hezckiah, Hear 
the word of the Lord 
of Hoſts. 

6. Behold the days 
come, that all that tr 
in thine houſe, and 


that which thy a 


thers have laid up in 
ſtore until this day, 
ſhall be carried to 
Babylun; nothing 
ſhall be left, ſaith 
the Lord. 


Book of IS AIAH. 


that ſhall iſſue from 45 ; 
thee, which thou Your miſtake then in the pre- 


| | 43 
7. Andofthy ſons Jjance of any heathen powers. SECT.z0. 


If. xxxix 


ſhalt beget, thall they ſent affair is palpably plain; but 5, 6,&7 


tike away: and they ſince you have been in the main 


ſhall be a eunuchs in 3 good and religious governor 
the palace of the King S S S x 
of Babylon. 88 : 

| this inſtance of exrreme impru— 


dence, than to have the mortifi- 


cation to hear that a time will 


come, after you are gathered to 
your fathers, when, for the in- 
corrigible vices of your ſucceſ- 
ſors in the throne, and a prevail- 
ing diſſolutionof manners among 
the people, all theſe treaſures and 
rarities, and every thing valua- 
ble in the kingdom, ſhall be- 
come a ſpoil to the power which 
you have been ſo unwarily careſ- 
ſing: the country ſhall fall into 
the hands of the Babyloni/h mo- 
narch; all its chief inhabitants 
ſhall be tranſplanted, and even 
the deſcendants of the royal fa- 
mily become ſervants and atten- 

dants in his court. 
2 2 Heze- 


a Eunuchs, &c. Nebuchadnezzar having made himſelf maſ- 
ter of Feruſalem, and taken Fehoiakim priſoner, cauſed great 
numbers of the people to be ſent captives to Babylon, and par- 
ticularly gave orders to Afhpenaz, maſter of the eunuchs, that 
he ſhould make choice out of the children of the royal family, 


and of the nobility of the land, ſuch as he found to be of the 


faireſt countenance and the quickeſt parts, to be carried to Ba- 


dyn, and there made eunuchs in his palace. bs: was 


fulfilled the word of the Lord ſpoken by Iſaiah the prophet to 
Hezekiah, king of Fudah, above an hundred years before, 2 


Aingsxx, 18. Dan. 1. 3. Prid. Cenn. I vol. p. 02. 
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you ſhall no further ſuffer from 
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We e 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


Hezekiah received, with great 
humility and reſignation, this 


*g heavy Prediction: It is perfectly 
. ſaid he, that my offence 
ſhould be thus animadverted to, 
and the wickedneſs of ſo ſinful a 


nation puniſhed : neither can I 


be ſufficiently thankful for the 


delay of deſerved judgments, 
and ar they ſhall not be in- 
flicted during my life and reign : 
I do not ungratefully forget the 
fifteen years that are added to my 
days; I ought to eſteem it an un- 
ſpeakable privilegethatT ſhalllive 
and die in peace; and I do pleaſe 
myſelf with hopes, notwithſtand- 


ing the prophetic threatening to 


the land, that a moſt righteous 
and good God will, in the midſt 
of judgment, remember mech 


8. Then ſaid E. 
ge xiali to Iſaiah, Good 
is the word of the 
Lord which thou hat 
ſpoken: he aid, 
moreover, for there 
ſhall be peace and 
truth in my days. 


H A. 


-FEHAE At. SECK I. 


The people to be comforted in their captivity with the 
promiſes of reſtoration. 


ble event : repreſentation of the illuſtrious attributes 


Book of IS AIAR. 


Particulars of this deſira- 


and character of the unrivalled and Supreme Being. 


ISA. xl. 1 & 2. 
OMFORT ye, 
comfort ye, my 

people, ſaith your 
God. :--| 


2 b Speak ye com- 
fortab ly to Feruſa- 
lem, and cry unto 
her, that her warfare 
is accompliſhed, that 
her iniquity is par- 
doned : for ſhe hath 
received of the Lord's 
hand double for all 


her fins. 


- 


Is A. xl. 1 & 2. 


T has been foretold, and the sor. 51. 


Fews ſhall certainly be ſub- 
Iſa. xl. 
& 2 


jected, for their manifold tranſ- 
greſſions, to the ſevere chaſtiſe- 
ment of a long and tedious cap- 
tivity in the kingdom of Babylon: 
yet, faith the Lord, I cannot 
but pity even the deſerved miſe- 
ries of my afflicted people ; and 
do enjoin you, my prophets, to 
adminiſter to them ſupport and 
conſolation: do you affection- 
ately declare to the dejected ſin- 


ners of Feruſalem, that which 


may revive their mournful hearts: 
raiſe loud your voices, and lay 
the ſtrong emphaſis of a moſt 
poſitive aſſurance, that the time 
appointed for the continuance of 
their bondage is compleated, that 
they ſhall be again received into 
favour, and their offences for- 

2 given: 


b Speak you comfortably, literally, ſpeak to the heart, that is, 
ſuch words as are acceptable and pleaſing, kind, friendly, and 


enco uraging. 
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A PaRAPHRASE on the 


gone, the  Imighty, in his mer- 
Cy, is pleaſed to account ſufft- 
cient to atone for the paſt treſ- 
paſſes, and put a ſtop to all fu- 
ture rigorous proceedings : *tis 
time, he reckons now, that their 


enemies ſhould be corrected and 


his people delivered. 


3&4 As harbingers or pioneers are 


ſent before to remove all diffi. 
cultics or obſtructions out of the 
way that a prince or general have 
to travel, methinks | hear the 


meſſengers of the moſt high 


God publiſhing his gracious de- 
ſigns for his people, and direct- 
ing a plain and fair road to be 
prepared in the deſart, for him 
to conduct their ſafe and eaſy re- 
turn to their native country: 
whatever of deſcents or acclt»1- 
ties, crooked paths or rough 
places, that would make their 
Journies incommodious, to re- 

move 


The voice of 
him that crieth in the 


wilderneſs, prepare 


ye the way of the 
.ord, make ftraight 
in the deſart a high 
way for our God. 
4. Every valley 
ſhall be exalted, 
and every mountain 
and hill ſhall be 


made low : and the 


crooked ſhall be 
made ſtraight, and 
the rough places 


plain. 


The Britiſh bard's very elegant lines on this noble and fub- 
lime paſſage, may entertain the poetic reader. | 
Hark ! a glad voice the lonely defart cheers: 
Prepare the way! a God, a God appears: 
A God! a God ! the vocal hills reply, 
The rocks proclaim the approaching Deity. 
Lo earth receives him from the bending ſkies ! 
Sing down ye mountains, and ye vallies riſe ! 
With heads declin'd, ye cedars, homage pay; 
Be ſmooth, ye rocks, ye rapid ee way ! 


The Saviour comes! by ancient bards 


oretold ; 


Hear him, ye deaf, and all ye blind behold ! 


— 


rr 


— 
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move and render perfectly pro- -SECT.5T. 
per for the molt pleaſing motion 17 


— — —— 


5 A 


— — 
a, xl. 4. 


e of 

1 the 
pare 

the 
aight 
high 
% 
alley 
Ited, 
ntain 
be 
| the 

be 
and 
laces 


| ſub- 


| A 


b. Aa. the glory 


of the Lord ſhall be 


revealed, and all 
fleſh ſhall ſee it to- 
gether: for the 
mouth of the Lord 
hath ſpoken it. 


6. The voice ſaid 
ery, and he ſaid, what 
ſtall L cry ? all fleſh 
is praſs, and all the 
goodlineſs thereof 75 
as the flower of the 


7. The graſs wi- 
thereth, the flower 
fadeth, becauſe the 
ſpirit of the Lord 
bloweth upon it : 
ſurely the people is 
graſfs. 

8. The graſs wi- 
thereth, the flower 
fadeth : but the word 
of our God ſhall ſtand 
for ever. 


or quickeſt expedition. 

In this extraordinary tranſac-5 
tion ſhall the moſt glorious at- 
tributes of the Eternal Deity be 
illuſtriouſly maniteſt ; his om- 
nipotence, wiſdom, and bene- 
volence, his faithfulneſs, truth, 


and mercy : all nations ſhall 


confeſs his mighty hand, and 
ſtand amazed at the fignal dil- 
plays of his tranſcendent majeſty : 
the work is diſtinguiſhingly great, 


*tis what he had promiſed, and 


nothing could poſſibly intervene 
to hinder, but it ſhould in due 
ſeaſon be performed. 


I heard a ſecond time the ſame 6, 7, & 8 


voice from heaven, that had be- 
fore charged me, as a prophet, 


to comfort the Fexwiſh captives, 


commanding me to ſpeak to 
them aloud : upon which I 
enquired what 1t was that 
I ſhould declare, and was an- 
ſwered as follows: Proclaim 
that all mortal men are tranſito- 
ry and periſhable beings ; nei- 
ther 1s their greateſt excellence 
of longer continuance or more 
certain "ty than the withering graſs 
or fading flower : attend, O my 
people, and conſider that how 
happy and proſperous you may 
be at preſent, yet you ſhall be 
carried away captives to Babylon; 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sror. 51. that great and powerful empire 


— — 


Iſa. xl. 
6, 7, & 


may intend and menace you with 


ga perpetual flavery, but you 


{hall, after a number of years, 
be delivered ; all human affairs 
are liable to viciflitudes and in 
a conſtant rotation : as the graſs 


with a little ſharper breath of 


wind decays, and the beauty of 
the flower is no more, ſo is all 
the glor of weak and frail man, 
if the Alm ghty in his diſplea- 
{ure blow upon him, reduced to 
nothing, his greateſt deſigns 
and firmeſt purpoſes are eaſily 
ſwept away as duſt; but, what- 
ever power or pride of this crea- 
ture would oppole it, the coun- 
ſel of the Lord ſhall for ever 
ſtand. | 


9 © ye favourite tribes who be- 


long to mount Zion and Jeruſa- 
lem, to the utmoſt that you are 
able; ſpread abroad the pleaſing 
intelligence that liberty is granted 
you to return home from Baby- 
lon, that the greateſt numbers 


may hear and be ſatisfied the re- 


port is true, and no bad conſe- 


quences to be dreaded; declare 
it to the inhabitants of the cities 
of Judah, you have no reaſon to 
en your helper is at hand, 

your 


* 


9. O Zion, that 
bringeſt good tidings 
get thee up into the 
high mountain: 0 
Feruſalem, that bring- 
eſt good tidings, lift 
up thy voice with 
ſtrength : lift it up; 
be not afraid: ſay 
unto the cities of Ju- 
dah, behold your 
God, 


O Zim, &c. The marginal reading is, O theu that relle/f grid 
tidings to Lim, &C. O thou that tells? gocd tidings to Feruſalem, 
&c. The laſt clauſe alſo, and the recompence for his work before 


him. 


— 
— — 
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your God now appears, your SECT.51. 
enemies to their ſorrow ſhall 
know it, and you ſhall be ſaved, © 9 
God will come with Lift Hp Your Sys conſpicu- 8 
: frony band, and Ouſly glorious are the diſplays 
bis arm thall rule for of Almighty power in the de- 
him: 4 behold bis ſtruction of your adverſaries z 
reward 75 with him, and in your reſtoration, his 
and his work before 5 5 
„ ſtrength is manifeſt to be all ſuf- 

ficient for the ſupport of his dig- 
nity and authority over all his 
creatures; his work is moſt ob- 
vious and plain before him; 
proportionable rewards or pu- 
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10. Behold the Lord 
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niſhments are ready to be diitri- | ; 
buted, there is nothing to ob- 1 
ſtruct his power, no circum- al 
{tance concealed from his know- | . 
ledge, nor any reſpect of per- i 
| ſons to bias his judgment, that 0 
u he ſhall not proceed according N 
Bk to the meaſures of good and evil | 
0 that are to be found in them. | ; 
ring: 11. He fhall feed Having, with all due care, rr * 
em bis flock like a ſhep- gathered them together from 
with herd: he ſhall ga- hots we teth i ob 
up; ther the lambs with their WICE peruyons ; in L E 
ſay bis arm, and carry further conduct of the collective 
J. lem in his boſom, body, he ſhall act the part of a 
b ar{thall gently lea moſt diligent ſhepherd to his 
thoſe that are e with ä : 
young. flock; he ſhallgiveaparticularat- 
| tention 
d Beuel, &c. The marginal reading is, behold the Lord God 
will come againſt the firong, i. e. the mighty enemies of his peo- 
ple, the Babylonians. 
= e ith young. The original ſignifies in 1 Sam. vi. 7 and 10, 
905 cattle which have brought forth their young; therefore, not im- 


- probably, ſhould be ſo rendered in this paſſage. Alſo Gen. 
. XxXilt. 13. and Pal. Ixxx, 71. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT.51. tention to the weak and feeble, 


the lambs newly yeaned, or ewes 
big with young and ſoon wearied: 


he ſhall ſlowly drive, or gently 


lead, and ſometimes carry them; 
ſuch kind concern will the Lord 


expreſs for the ſafety and guidance 


of his people, throughout their 
long and tedious journey to cheir 
native country. 

His affection is that of a 
moſt wife and good ſather, he 
cannot want the ability to go- 
vern, who with infinite eaſe can 
create a world is undeniably cer- 
tain: and ſince the Almighty 
has engaged to be their guardian, 
how perfectly ſecure they are; 
his wiſdom muſt be infallible, 


and his power boundleſs, who 
with ſuch accuracy of proportion 


hath 


bY 


12. f Who hath 
meaſured the wate;s 
in the hollow of his 
hand? and meted 
out heaven with a 
ſpan, and compre- 
hended the duſt of 
the earth in g a mea- 
ſure, and weighed 
the mountains in 
ſcales, and the hills 
in a balance, 


f Who hath meaſured, c. Melton has been underſtood to re- 
fer to this place, in his truly ſublime deſcription of the Meſſiah, 
as going down into chaos at the head of his angels, and drawing 


the firſt outlines of a future creation. 


Nor ftaid; but on the wings of cherubims, 


Uplifted in paternal glory rode 


Far into chaos, and the world unborn; 

For chaos heard his voice: him all his train 
Followed in bright proceſſion, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then Raid the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compaſſes, prepared 

In God's eternal ftore, to circumſcribe e 
This univerſe, and all created things : | 
One foot he centered, and the other turned 
Round, through the vaſt proſundity obſcure ; 
And ſaid, Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 


This be thy juſt circumference, O world ! FI 


g Meaſure, in the original, a tfierce, or fmall meaſure, 


— ap wy 


| re- 
jah, 


ing 


13. Who hath di- 
rected the ſpirit of 
the Lord, or being 
his counſellor hath 
taught him? 

14. With whom 
took he counſel, and 
who inſtructed him; 
and taught him in 
the path of judgment, 
and taught him know- 
ledge, and ſhewed to 
him the way of un- 
derſtanding? 


Bock of IS AIAEA. 


hath made, and regularity of sx er. 
order diſpoſed of the largeſt bo- ——— 


dies of heaven, earth and ſea; 1 


the ſame as if he had meaſured 
out in the hollow of his hand 
the greateſt quantities of waters, 
fixed the dimenſions of the ſky 
with the ſpan of his fingers, 
by ſome ſmall meaſure that 
contained it all, adjuſted the 
light duſt of this terraqueous 
globe, weighed the bulky moun- 
tains in ſcales, poiſed the pon- 
drous hill in a little balance. 


It would be the height of folly 13, & 14 


and impiety, in finite and fallible 
creatures, to queſtion the event 
becauſe they cannot conceive how 
it ſhould be effected, which the 
Almighty hath foretold: the vi- 
{ible creation molt plainly ſhews 
that he can perform that which 
the human underſtanding cannot 
extend to: by whoſe advice was 
he directed in that important 
enterprize? or, after he had pro- 
duced the materials, who fur- 
niſhed him with lines and rules 
how to model and frame, direct 
and govern with ſuch accuracy 
of diſcernment, and perfection 
of underſtanding as his provi- 
dence diſcovers, and mocks all 
human foreſight and penetration 
to reſemble? 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


It is not poſſible that his ſu- 


2 — preme pleaſure ſhould be ob- 


1; ſtructed by any people or nation; 
for the largeſt connections or 
combinations, as oppoſite to, or 
competitors with him have no 


power at all; like the drop of 


a bucket he can eaſily diſſipate 


them, or with the ſmalleſt breath 


of air blow them away as a ſpeck 
of duſt on the balance: iſlands, 
though invironed with waters, 
are no ſecurity; he takes them 
up and throvs them at a diſtance, 
as the minuteſt objects overturns, 
or ſwallows them up as the 
meereſt trifles. 

So boundleſs is his greatneſs 
and ineffable his majeſty and 
glory, that if a ſacrifice was to 
be made worthy of his accept- 
ance, and in any meaſure correſ- 
pondent to his tranſcendent ex- 
cellency, the unnumbered low- 
ing herds and bleating flocks 
that graze on mount Lebanon, 
would afford but a very ſcanty 
and difproportionate victim ; 
nor, if it could elſewhere be pro- 
cured, would the cedars and all 
the other trees which grow on 
that ſpacious place, ſuffice to 


conſume in a manner ſu:table to 


his | 


15. h Behold, the 
nations are as a drop 
of a bucket, and are 
counted as the ſmall 
duſt of the balance: 


behold he taketh up 
the iſles as a very 


little Mas 


16. And Lehawy 
is not ſufficient to 
burn, nor the beaſts 
thereof ſufficient for 
a burnt-offering, 


h Behold, &c. i. e. a drop of water that ſticks to the bucket, 
and as the ſmall duſt that remains in the ſcales. 


Book of '1SALAH. | . ah 
his moſt exalted dignity, the im- SECT 51. 
— 


85 . | menſe oblation. e 
al 17. All nation? As to any want he has, or 1 
e: before him are as no, any benefit he can derive from 
u thing, and they are 85 : ] ; 

dounted to him leſs them, all imaginable offerings 

OY than nothing and va- that the largeſt aſſemblies can 


nity. preſent, are altogether inſignifi- 

| cant and the meereſt vanities : 
the kingdoms and nations them- 
ſelves, 1n compariſon with his 
unrivalled excellency dwindle 
into nothing: there are no words 
to expreſs how diminitive and 
abſolutely deſpicable in a juſt 
eſtimate they all are, even lighter 
than a vapour, and more fleet- 
ing than a ſhadow. | 
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CHAP; XL. SECT, LM 


No reſemblance as to equality or compariſon with the 
Supreme Being. Heathen idols contemptible : men's 
handy-work and the meereſt deluſions. Noble and 
ſublime deſcription of the Deity. The world his 
creature and charge, and his faithful ſervants ſecure 
of his regard and protection. 18 to the end. 


Is A. xl. 18. ö Iſa. xl. 18. 
of 4 e 3 HE peculiar people can Sgr. 52. 
God? Or what like- never ſurely, if they know —— 


| neſs will ye compare God, be diffident as to his power «org 
unto him? to reſcue them from ſervitude to 
| the mighty princes of idolatrous 
nations; for they themſelves are 
ucket, | but men, and their gods are no 
objects of reliance ; what quali- 
| ties 


54 1 PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT. 52. ties or Circumſtances are there 
3 for them abſolutely to depend 
138 0n, like the ſtable and unalter- 
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able attributes of this firſt cauſe, 


this independent and eternal Be- 


ing ? to whom belides do all poſ- 
ſible perfections appertain ? they 
muſt be ſtupid, and to the laſt 
degree brutiſn, who think man 
can produce, or the univerſe diſ- 
play any thing of ſimilitude that 
is equal or comparable to the 
immutable and immenſe Jehovah. 

The artificer attempts this, 
bur it is abſurd and impractica- 
ble; he melteth ſome ordinary 
metal in the furnace, and runneth 


it into a mould to be a graven or 
molten image: the goldſmith in 


order to decorate, overlays it 
with laminæ or plates of gold, and 
caſteth ſilver chains to faſten it, 
that it may ſtand upright and be 
in no danger of falling. This 


piece of real mummery and moſt 


ridiculous importance is deſigned 
to be an object of homage for 


the rich and great. The lower 
orders who cannot afford the ex- 


pence, procure wood for their 
idol to be made of; for that end 
they chooſe out of the foreſt a 
tree that will cndure the longeſt 
time without decaying, and em- 
ploy a ſkilful! hand to faſhion, 
and in the firmeſt manner to fix 
it, that it may not ſoon be _ 

| cen 


19. The workman 
melteth a graven 
image, and the gold- 
ſmith ſpreadeth it 
over with gold, and 
caſteth ſilver chains. 

20. He that 7s ſo 
impoveriſhed that he 
hath no oblation, 
chuſeth a tree that 
will not rot, he ſeck- 
eth unto him a cun- 
ning workman to 
prepare a graven 
image that ſhall not 
be moved. 


i 
pair 
that ; 


Book of IS AIA H. 55 


ken, nor have occaſion to be SECT. 52. 
8 taken down and repaired. Np 
21. Have ye not  *Tis extremely difficult to ac- 21, & 22 


known ? have ye not 


heard? hath it not 
been told you from 
the beginning ? have 
ve not underſtood 
from the foundations 
of the earth ? 

22. i It 7s he that 
ftteth upon the circle 


of the earth, and the 


inhabitants thereof 
are as graſhoppers, 
that ſtretcheth out the 
hexvens as a curtain, 


count for ſuch aſtoniſhing groſs 


Ignorance; are you really deſti- . 


tute of / all intellectual faculties 
and capacities? Have you been 
precluded all the means of im- 
provement and information; and 
no rational creature ever conver- 
ſed with you? Are your times 
utterly unfurniſhed with any in- 
ſtruction from tradition, handed 
down through the ſucceſſive ge- 


me 3 
5 and ſpreadeth La nerations of mankind from the 0 
at tent to duell firſt creation? Can your under- VY 
and | ſtanding diſcover nothing of the A 
ins, true God from his works, and "8 
is lo the foundations of the earth, i 
ei which are moſt firmly eſtabliſh- 4 
tion 

that ed ? Surely you might know that 

eck- which is the moſt obvious and 

Ccun- 


0 
aven 
| not 


certain of all truths, that there 
15 a creator of infinite Majeſty, 
a ſovereign Lord and Ruler, who 


is poſſeſſed of all poſſible per- 


fection and univerſal dominion, 


He that ſittetli, &c. 


who hath heaven for his throne, 
and the earth for his footſtool: 
how diminitively ſmall the mor- 
tal inhabitants of this lower 
world muſt appear, even like ſo 
many graſshoppers in the cir- 
| cumference 


The original rendered circle, ſignifies a 


pair of compaſſes, and the paſſage ſhould have been tranſlated, hz 
that ferteth above the orb of the earth, 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sxor. 5z. cumference of his exalred and 


Cone und 
Ifa. xl. 


21 & 22 


% 


23& 24 


immenſe ſurvey ? who hath ex- 
tended the ſkies hke a canopy 
for a covering; made them fill 
a large ſpace as a 5 or 
ſtately palace for himſelf to dwell 
in. 
As to mankind in all their ſub- 
ordinations, the peerleſs Jebo- 
wah claims an abſolute juriſdic- 
tion, and with infinite eaſe con- 
trouls the moſt potent and ſeem- 
ly independent, into an utter in- 
capacity of effecting any thing 
of conſequence; the legiſlative 
and the executive ſtations in life 
are under his ſupreme direction, 
and the ſage counſellor with the 
ſolemn umpire of man's fate, 
how frequently has he mortified 
by defeating their ſchemes, or ren- 
dering quite abortive their moſt 
peremptory deciſions. Compared 
to thoſe beneath them, in their 
own high conceits they may ſeem 
to be as fixed and ſecure, as they 
are great and flouriſhing; but as 
a dry itock without any rooting, 
or as graſs which has no depth 
of ſoil, they are ſoon hlaſted and 
withered : ſo it is v the moſt 
exalted and illuſtrious of human 
race, as chaff, the leaſt breath of 
divine diſpleaſure in ſtantly diſ- 
perſes them; as the lighteſt ſtub- 
ble, the tempeſt of his fiercer 
indignation drives them quite 

away 


23. That bringetk 
the princes to ng. 
thing ; he maketh the 
judges of the earth as 
vanity. 

24. Yea, they ſhall 
not be planted, yea, 
they ſhall notbeſoyn, 


yea, their ſtock ſhall 


not take root in the 
earth; and he ſhall 
alſo blow upon them, 
and they ſhall wither, 
and the uhirl-wind 
ſhall take them away 
ſtubble. 
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away, ſo that all memorials of Sgr. 52. 


| | them for ever ceaſe. | 145 bt " 
25. To whom then The moſt diſtingurſhed and 5 & 26 
will ye licen me, or magnificent are my productions, 


©.” 


ſhall I be equal? 
{aith the holy one. 
26. Lift up your 


eyes on high, and 


behold, who hath 
created theſe things, 


by which of them then will you 
form a reſemblance of my ſupre- 
macy and incomprehenſible Ma- 
jeſty? or what qualities can be 
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nget tatbringeth out their found in them, that are ade- 0 
, by number: he quate to the wonderful effects of + 
n, 1th them all by my tranſcendent and incommu- F. 
monks N ele. nicable attributes? ſaith the ſelf- it 

y ſhall BW br wat ze 7. bye exiſtent and peerleſs Jehovah, do 9 
5 in power, not one you, as becomes intelligent crea- \ 
Ethel biet. tures, made with erect forms, * 
in the raiſe your admiring eyes from 5 
Fn grovelling on earth and duſt, to 8 


vither, 
|-wind 
1 away 


{urvey the celeſtial orbs, with the 
regular order and moſt perfect 
harmony amongſt the glorious 
luminaries that adorn them : 
conſider what unerring wiſdom 


and boundleſs power he muſt be 


oſſeſſed of, who originally cal- 
ed them out of nothing; who 


as numbering or muſtering the 


vaſt army, diſpoſeth them in 


the moſt grand array, and as in- 


timately acquainted with every 
individual, calleth them all by 
their names : by the unſearcha- 
ble greatneſs of his underſtand- 
ing and ſtrength, he leads every 
company, not one is wanting; 


not one unprepared in his pro- 


Vol. II. 


per ſtation to perform that which 
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A PaRAPHRASE on the 
Szcr.52-in his ſupreme pleaſure he ſhall 


appoint him. | 

When you are accuſtomed to 
ſuch contemplations, O ye poſ- 
terity of Jacob and children of 
Iſrael, how can you give way to 
the following gloomy and deſ- 
ponding ſentiments and expreſ- 
lions: we rely on a God, who 
does not obſerve or regard our 
miſery : he has not ſkill to form 


a plan for our deliverance, or 


not power to execute it in the 


redreis of our grievances, there- 
fore we have no hope. Have 
you no knowledge from the ex- 
erciſe of your own natural fa- 
culties, who the only true God 
is? Have no reports ever Come 
to your ears what attributes he 
is poſſeſſed of? that he changeth 


not. therefore is both as able and 


willing as ever to do great and 
wonderful things for his people? 
that though he is inceſſantly em- 
ployed in the important concern 
of an univerſal providence,” yet 
he fainteth not with anxious care? 
is not fatigued with arduous la- 
bour, nor 1s to be fathomed in 
the boundleſs extent of his un- 
derſtanding, for directing and 
governing whatever he hath pro- 
duced. | | 


29, 30, It is utterly abſurd and impof- 
& 31 ſible that his uncreated, immu- 


table, and immenſe perfections 


ſhould 


27. Why ſäapeſt 
thou, O Jacob, and 
ſpeakeſt, O Iſrael, 
my way is hid from 
the Lord, and my 
judgment is paſſed 
over from my God. 
228. Haſt thou not 
known ? haſt thou 
not heard, that the 
everlaſting God the 
Lord, the creator of 
the ends of the earth 
fainteth not, neither 
is weary ? there is no 
ſearching of his un- | 
derſtanding. 


29. He give 
power to the faint ; 
and to them that laue 


ng 


wenn 
aint; 
hav? 

no 


no might he increaſ- 
cth ſtrength. 
zo Even the youths 
l faint and be 
weary andthe young 
men Wall unerly fall. 
31. But they that 


wait upon the Lord 


ſhall renew their 
firength: they ſhall 
mount up with wings 
as eagles, they ſhall 
run and not be wea- 
ry,. and they thall 
walk and not faint. 


Book of IS AIAH. 
ſhould fail, who g 
petual diſplays of them in their 
ſupport to the weakeſt and frail- 
eſt of his intelligent offspring, 31 
and revival to their languiſh- 
ing ſpirits under the ſevereſt tri- 


als and afflictions : even vigo- 


59 


gives ſuch per- SECT.52- 


— 
Ifa. xl. 


29, 30, & 


rous and enterprizing youths are 


ſometimes liable to great depreſ- 
ſions, and failures of ſtrength 
and vivacity: the moſt ſanguine 
themſelves, who doubt not to 
accompliſh whatever they ſhall 
undertake, fall and die in their 
hazardous and difficult attempts: 
whereas they who regularly pro- 


ceed in the diſcharge of their 


certain duty, and calmly reſign 


themſelves to the Almighty, as 
to the time and means of ac- 


compliſhing his promiſes: though 


they may Tometimes wait long 
and be ready to faint, by 
their conſtant meditations ſhall 
find their ſtrength to be renew- 
ed; and by their unſhaken con- 
fidence their ſpirits to be raiſed 


to ſuch a degree of fortitude and 


magnanimity, as ſhall ſuppreis 


their fears and ſer them above 
the greateſt danger : no diſcou- 
ragement in their circumſtances, 
nor delays of relief ſhall hinder, 
but they ſhall cohtinue in their 


courſe, perſevere to the end, run 


the race, and win the prize. 
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60 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Xx? x1. tu. 0 


Deliverance farther aſcertained to the Jews. Power dr 

ef heathens or their igdels, no juft ground of fear, | 
Wonders in aucent times performed for Abraham 
and his poſterity, Vengeance in due jeaſon to be taken 
on the enemies and cruel perſecutors of God's 
people, 1—17. | 


. . 

Sr er. j. TRUE rcligion ſolicits uni- N Efe ns be 

I i A verſal examination, a fair jflands, and let the 
N 1 {tate is all that is neceſſary to people renew their 


diſcover its preference above all ſtrength. p96 _ 
falſe ones, and 1dolatrous pro- © "oi i 15 : 
fanations.: to encourage, there- come near together 
fore, a manly free enquiry, the to judgment. 
ever-living God hath ſpoken as 

follows; Give the proper atten- 

tion of a profound ſilence,  O ye 

iflands, that you may form a 

juſt judgment, in the moſt im- 

portant controverſy betwixt my 

holy name and all that pretend 

to rival me: let the advocates 

for heathen ſuperſtition, range 

in due order, and give the ut- 

Et moſt ſtrength to all their argu- = 
4 ments ; with a decent freedom a 
} let them raiſe objections and 

= come into the cloſeſt debate, to 

I ſupport, if they can, their cauſe. 


2 How little is to be feared 2. Whoraiſed up wr 
the righteous man cal 


4 from them, or can be advanced e 10 
A in favour of pagan, local or tu- him to hes foot, gave 2 
telary the 


the nations before 
him, and made him 
rule over kings? he 
gave them as the duſt 
to his ſword, and as 
driven ſtubble to his 
bow. | 


3, He purſued 
tem, and paſſed ſafe- 
ly; even by the way 
that he had not gone 
with his feet. 


4. Who hath 


wrought and done it, 
calling the genera- 
tions from the begin- 


ning? 1 the Lord the 


firſt, 


ahutherfoever he 


Book of IS AIAH. 


67 


telary divinities, is evident fromSEcT.53. 


a remarkable inſtance, of which 


memoirs; that is, your illuſt- 
rious anceſtor, and my faithful 
ſervant Abraham who was it, 
that from the ſtrongeſt convic- 
tions of reaſon, excited that 
good and righteous man to di- 
veſt himſelf of early prejudice, 


and moſt ſincerely deteſt the ab- 


ſurd notions and corrupt cuſ- 
toms of his 1dolatrous ſituation 
in Ur of the Chaldees: at his 
Maker's command to forſake his 


native country and neareit kind- 


red, molt chearfully alſo follow 
ſhould lead 
him. What elſe further ani- 
mated him to attack and over- 
come the four kings who had 
plundered Sodom ? They could 
no more ſtand their ground 
againſt his ſword and bow, than 
the lighteſt duſt or drieſt ſtubble 
can before the riſing wind, the 
driving tempeſt. 


Without any conſiderable delay 


of time, he improved the vic- 
tory, purſued the advantage he 
had gained, and through remote 
countries, in unfrequented ways, 
continued to harrah the enemy. 
Who hath fo regulated af-4 
fairs, and directed the changing 
circumſtances of the ſucceſſive 
generations of this celebrated 
OT patriarch 


Iſa. 


5 
. . . 1. 
your hiſtory contains authentic 8 
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E 


xli. 
4 


5 & 6 


— 


not any idol 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
SE cr. 43. patriarch, as from their ſmall be- firſt, and with the 


ginning to render them a great 
and powerful nation. It was 
god, that in their 
ſeveral periods hath performed 
for them ſuch wonderful mer- 
cies and deliverances: it is I, 
the LORD Jtnovan, who am 
ſelf-originate, and antecedent to 
all other beings ; who preſide 
over them, and ſhall continue to 
be the ſame unaltered and eter- 
nal Deity, ſhould they drop into 
the duſt of annihilation. 


Surrounding nations were a- 


mazed and affrighted with the 
aſtoniſhing diſplays of divine 
omnipotence and benevolence, 
that diſtinguiſhed the children of 
Tract: to the remoteſt borders 
of the world, unleſs their minds 
were folded up againſt all the 
means of a rational conviction, 


they muſt be alarmed and fully 


ſatisfied, that their idols were 
the nieejeſt vanities, and Iſrael's 
God the only living and true 
one; they actually were thus 
folded up; and they combined 
together to animate one another, 
in perſevering to eſtabliſh falſe 


religion, and practice the groſſeſt 
idolatry. 


7. The emoluments raiſed their 


the formation of new e thus 


moſt eager deſires, and the be- 
neficial commerce Carried on in 


the 


laſt, I am he. 


5. The iſles ſaw it 
and feared, the ends 
of the earth were 
afraid, drew near and 
came. 

6. They helped 
every one his neigh- 
bour, and every on 
ſaid to his brother, 
be of good courage. 


7. So the carpen- 
ter encouraged the 
goldſmith, and he that 
ſmootheth with the 

that 
ſmote 


hammer him 


1 the 


aw it 
ends 
were 
rand 


ped 
Igh- 
Cue 
ther, 
age. 


den- 
the 
that 
the 
that 
note 


tote the anvil, ſay- 
ing, it is ready for 
the ſodering : and 
he faſtened it with 
nails that itſhould not 


he moved. | 


$, But 3 Iſrael 
art my ſervant, Fa- 
tab whom I have cho- 
ſen, the ſeed of Abra- 
lam, my friend. 


9. Tien whom 1 
have taken from the 
ends of the earth, 


and called thee from 
the chief men there- 
of, and ſaid unto 


thee, Thou art m 
ſervant, I have choſen 
thee, and not caſt thee 
away, 
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the carpenter urged forward the SEcT 53. 
fa. xli. 


goldſmith to make ready the 
gold or filver plates with which 
the idol was to be over-laid, and 
bring them that the divine work 
might be finiſhed, againſt the 
feſtival for which it was intend- 
ed : he who poliſhed the plate 
encouraged him who wrought at 


the forge ; ſaying, it is now ſuf- 
fictently beaten out at the an- 


vil, the pieces may be joined 
with the ſoder which is good; 
and the work, having all the 


perfection given it that is poſſi- 


ble, be faſtened with nails, and 
ſtand firm and immoveable. 


Altogether different is your 8 
caſe, and your dependance not 


ſo precarious and uncertain, O 


ye children of Vrael, if you 


walk in the ſteps of your great 
progenitor, and behave your- 
felves to my laws with the ſame 
dutiful and humble obedience, 
that the head of the family ſhew- 
ed: doubt not, if you act with 
equal ſincerity as he did, I will 
2 as much your protector and 
benefactor as ever I was his. 


You whom, in the loins of , 
that eminent man, I have taken 


out of the land of Chaldea to be 


my peculiar people: preferring. 
you before families that I might 


have choſen from great and pow- 
erful nations; and in expreſs. 
1 4 words 


. 
N 
i 
Fa 
4 
q 
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** 
'% 


—— ——ů ů —— 
- 2 "IM 


64 | A PARAPHRASE on the 


SE Or. 53. words declaring, You are to 
perform to me ſolemnities of 
dd g worſhip and ſervice, agreeable to 

Certain laws I have enacted for 

that purpoſe : I have ſelected, 

and though you have oftentimes 

highly provoked me, have never 

utterly abandoned and forſaken 

you. 

10 You would be unworthy of 10. Fear thou not, 
the favour of my animating pre- for { am with thee, 
ſence, if any fears or dangers ” oat ayes, fi 

. am thy God: Iwill 
much affected you: I do inſiſt ſtrengthen thee, ye 
upon it, that no alarms throw I will help thee, ye 
you into diſorder; there can be Dor eee, , 
no occaſion, ſo long as I, who of Ae 
poſſeſs all poſſible perfection, am 
your God and defender: in a 
condition of the extremeſt weak- 
neſs, you may derive from theſe 
ſentiments all neceſſary ſtrength 
and vigour, and ſupport under | 
the heavieſt afflictions: do not a 
doubt but I will preſerve and be 
maintain you, till the iniquities L 
of your enemies have fully ripen- 0 
ed them for the reaper's hand; 
and it be perfectly fitting that 
mercy ſhould no longer ſpare, 
but juſtice ſtrike, and the right 
hand of my omnipotence be dif- 
played in your deliverance and 
their overthrow. 
11 The numbers nor power, Pine 11. Behold, al 
nor wrath of your adverſaries they that were ice 
need not concern you; for they gd again thee hi 


be aſhamed, and con- 
cannc: hinder, but they ſhall founded : : they ſhall 


— 


* 
* 


th. 


u not, 

thee, 
d, for 
I will 


„ ya 
, yea 
thee 
hand 
ſneſs, 


all 
>ent- 
ſhall 


Con- 


ſhall 


he as nothing, and 
they that {trive with 
thee hall periſh. _ 

12. Thou ſhalt 
ſeek them, and ſhalt 
not ind them; even 
them that contended 
with thee : they that 
war againſt thee ſhall 
he as nothing, and as 
athing of nought. 

13. For I the Lord 

thy God will hold thy 
richt hand, ſaying 
unto thee, Con not, I 
will help thee, 


14. Fearnot, thou 
worm Jacob: and ye 
men of Iſrael I will 
help thee, ſaith the 
Lord, and thy re- 
deemer, the holy 
One of 4 
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meet with an entire defeat, beSect.53. 
thrown into the utmoſt LS et 


and confuſion. With whatever ;; 


fury and impetuoſity they may 13 


ruſh to the onſet, expecting to 
be your lords and maſters, yet 
as deſtitute of all ſtrength or 
vigour, they ſhall ſoon ; re- 
pulſed and give way, fall and 


die. Upon a diligent enquiry | 


what is become of them, you 
ſhall find them in a moſt deſpi- 
cable condition, unable again to 
rally, or give further trouble. 
This mult neceſſarily be the 
event, ſince I the Loxp your 
Gon have undertaken your ſup- 


port: requiring you. to diſmiſs 


your fears, and with my ſtrength 
to ſuccour, let your hearts "be 
full of courage. 


Your ſtate at preſent may bers 


exceeding mean and wretched ; 
nor, as to all human probability 
likely i in a ſhort time to be bet- 
ter; your numbers reduced, your 
vigour impaired, and the iron 
hand of a proud and tyrannical 


oppreſſion, to have humbled, as 


throwing you oor mortals down 


to the earth, and cruſhing you 
like ſo many reptiles in the duſt ; 


yet relief ſhall be provided, ſaith 
the Lord of the whole creation, 


and the Jexovan of 1/ael. 


My 
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66 . RAPHRASE on the 
Sxcr. 53. My interpoſition may be pro- 


E perly repreſented by the follow- 
15 & 16 ing emblem, and as ſtraw 1s 
bruiſed by a new threſhing in- 
ſtrument, with ſtrong and ſharp: 
teeth, ſo will I invigorate and 
arm you, that you {ſhall eaſily 
vanquiſh your enemies: were 
they girded with ſtrength like 
the compact mountains, your 
heavy ſtrokes fhall ſeparate, and 
crumble them to atoms; or ex- 
alted as the towering hills, they 
ſhall fall in pieces, or fly away 
like duſt or chaff: you ſhall ſub- 
due and diſperſe them; as the 
fan divides the corn from the 
chaff, the wind carries it away, 
and the whirlwind ſcatters 1t to 
all parts, fo ſignal and compleat 
ſhall be your victories: at the 
fame time you are thankfully to 
acknowledge the author of them: 
rejoice, triumph, glory in cele- 
brating the praiſes of your God 
and Saviour. | | 


} 


15. Behold I wilt 
make thee anew ſharp 
threſhing inſtrument, 
having teeth, thou 
ſhalt threſh the moun- 
tains, and beat them 
ſmall, and ſhalt make 
the hills as chaff. 


16. Thou ſhalt fan 


them, and the wind 
ſhall' carry them a- 


way, and the whirl- 


wind fhall ſcatter 
them: and thou ſhalt 
rejoice in the Lord; 
and ſhalt glory in the 
holy One of Iſracl. 


CHAP 
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will 
harp 


ent, CRP XL. SKCT-1 


thou 
bun- 


em Proviſion mede for ſupplying the wants of the liraelites, 


oy their returns of gratitu'e expected. Heathens chal- 


9k lenged to ſuppert the divinity of their idols : predic- 
ind tions neceſſary for this end. Great variety of them 
. 4 juſtly aſcribed to the true Gov. Chaldeans to pu- 
5. mſh the Jews for their fins: Medes and Perſians 
halt to deliver them. Idols from the filence of their vo- 
rd; taries concluded to be of no value : and homage paid 
28 them futile and vain. 


* 
Is A. Xli. 1, 18, 19. IIa. xli. 17, 18, & 19. 
W * ICISSITUDES andsger 54. 

and needy . — 
ſeek water, and there ; changes are frequently Iſa. xli. 
i; none, and their requiſite for imperfect mortals, 17, 18, & 
tongue faileth for in this ſtate of probation : the 19 


W 6 1 ROTATE 8 
——_— | — - - - 
— > _—_ 1 * * 5 wy * 
En Ss ˙ e . 


So = 


thirlt, I the Lord will 
hear them, I the God 
of Iſrael will not for- 
ſake them. 

18. I will open 
rivers in high places, 
and fountains in the 
midſt of valleys: I 
will make the wil- 
derneſs a pool of wa- 
ter, and the dry lands 
ſprings of water. 

19. Iwill plant in 


the wilderneſs the ce- 


dar, k the ſhittah- tree, 
| and 


peculiar people will ſometimes 
have great occaſion for a ſtricter 
diſcipline than ordinary, and the 


trial of affliction; but when they 


ſhall comport with the views of 


theſe allotments, and pour forth 


humble and penitent ſupplica- 
tions : I, ſaith a moſt gracious 


and merciful God, will manifeſt 


that I hear and have not forſaken 
them, I will open rivers for 
quenching their thirſt, in the 

high 


k The /hittali-tree. In ſome places this is rendered the box- 
tree and the maſtick-tree, Mic. vi. 5. elſewhere incorruptible wood. 
It is queſtionable whether the box-tree grew in the deſarts of 
Arabia, or on mount Libanus. Pliny ſays it commonly flou- 


riſhes in cold ground: 


and there being now no other tree in BY 
the 
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68 A PARAPHEREASE on 


Seer. 54. high places of the earth, and in 

= the midſt of valleys cauſe foun- 

+ 18. & tains to flow: convert the bar- 

19 ren deſart into a pool, and make 
ſandy dry land abound with wa- 
ter: for their ſhelter alſo I will 
plant in the wilderneſs pleaſant 
and ſhady trees; the ſtrongeſt 
cedars, the ſcented myrtles, the 
acacia, and the oil-trees, with 
the fruit of which their anointed 
faces ſhine : the fir-tree, the 
pine and the box-tree alſo ſhall 
grow and flouriſh in the pooreſt 
ſoil. 

20 All with this intention, that 
their rational faculties may be 
duly exerciſed on theſe extraor- 
dinary events, and moſt certain 
effects of a deſigning cauſe, an 
Almighty, and moſt wiſe ſuper- 
intendent and director; that they 
may be convinced 'tis the Lord 
Jehovah, whoſe power compre- 
hends in it all the poſſibilities of 

/ 4étion, and that no other could 
perform what he hath done. 

21 Having endeavoured by his 
prophet, ta render his people 
ſenſible, what favours they had 

5 received, 


the 


and the myrtle, and 
the oil-tree : I will 
ſet in the defart the 
fir-tree\and the pine, 
and the box-tree ta- 
gether. 


20. That they may 
fee and know, and 
conſider, and under- 
ftand together, that 
the hand of the Lord 
bath done this, and 
the holy One of Ira 
hath created it. 


— 


21. I Produce your 
cauſe, ſaiththe Lord, 


bring forth your 


ſtrong reaſons, ſaith 
the king of Jacob. 


the deſart of Arabia but the acacia, from which the Arabians take 


the gum, which we call gum Arabic, as 


Belou, who travelled 


that country relates, it is moſt probable that tree. Plin. Nat. 
Aff. I. xvi. c. 16, Pelin, Obſerv. 1. ii. ch. 56, 60. 


I Produced, &c. Mankind were never ſo totally and univer- 


fally diveſted of reafon, but in ſo material a point as 


a cla im to 


divinity, 


and 
will 
rt the 
pine, 
e iQ. 


may 
and 
der- 
that 
word 
and 


ſract 
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received, and what hopes they SE r. 54. 


might entertain from the pro-. 
tection of Providence; the ever- 21 


laſting Potentate reſumes his diſ- 

courſe as follows with the hea- 
thens: Let us hear in a fair ſtate 

of the caſe, what you have to 
advance for your idols; what 

you can argue and demonſtrate 

to ſhew your ſafety and wiſdom 

in truſting to them : the hazards 

and ſimplicity of the 1faehtes in 

relying on that inviſible and eter- 

nal Deity, who hath always pre- 

ſerved and defended them. 


22. Letthembring Doubt not, but the trial will 22 


lien forth, and ſhew be a moſt impartial one, and the 


Il h : 5 
what ben che ſovereign teſt, from events cor- 


former things what reſponding with predictions, ſuch 
they be, that we may ag cannot deceive you ; let them 
confider them, and be produced then to the open 


w the latter end ©. G 
7 5 5 or declare View of the public, and foretell, 


us things to come. as the Omniſcient JeHovan hath 


frequently 


divinity, they required for its ſupport ſome diſplay of an ex- 
traordinary knowledge or exertion of Almighty power. An- 
cient pred were to be produced, that a judgment might be 
formed by correſpondent events, whether Wy” were accompliſh- 
ed: they would not be thought fo abſurd, 1 there was not the 
ſhadow of reaſon for doing it, to pay them homage, Furthe 
whatever difference there might be between ſome miracles an 
others as to grandeur, the Old Teſtament repreſents all miracles, 
whether of knowledge or power, as proofs that the God of . 
rl was Jehovah. Iſai. xlii. 8 and 9. xliii. 9, 13. xliv. 8. 
xlv. 18, 21, and 22. xlvi. 9 and 10. xlviii. 3. Fer. x. 5, 16, 
Dan. ii, 11, 27, 28, 29, 47. In theſe paſſages, revealing ſe- 
crets, foretelling future events, delivering and ſaving, and the 
doing either good or evil in a ſupernatural manner, are not 
only aſſerted as the ſole prerogatives of the true Gop, buturg- 
ed as deciſive proofs of Deity. Mr. Farm. on Mir. p. 237, 350. 


xli. : 


70 A PARAPHRASE on the 
SE r. 54. frequently done for the benefit | 
of his people, things future and 
22 contingent; the order likewife 
or regular ſeries of events: what 
ſhall immediately happen, that 
the matter may ſpeedily be 
brought to a criſis; and that we 
may diligently attend to form 
proper judgments, and beprepar-. 
ed to avoid the evil that {hall be 
in it, or make the greateſt advan- | 
rage of the good, or let them 
preciſely and circumſtantially de- 
clare matters that are to exiſt at 
a greater diftance. | 
23 No further evidence is deſired, 23. Shew the things 
there can be no ſtronger, O ye OOF . come here. 
idols, that ye are really Gods, 21 8 1 
than your predicti:;ns of future gods : yea, do good, 
matters, in terms that are per- or do evil, that ve 
fectly clear of all ambiguity or my bend ir de 
obſcurity ; nor will we heſitate a cu RS 
moment when the event is an- | 
ſu erable, to acknowledge your 
divinity. Further you may pre- 
tend to Omnipotence, that pre- 
He „ rogative 


m Te aregods, &c. Miracles, as has been intimated in the 
note juſt preceding, and as Abarbinel expreſſes it, are the ſole 
work of God himſelf; be never intruſted any of his creatures 
with this power: whenever his meſſengers, prophets, or apoſ- 
tles defired to produce ſuch effects, they addreſſed him as the P 
operative cauſe. Future events alſo were never foretold but 
by the Omniſcient Being. What is expected of idols, of ora- 
cles, or of the devil himſelf informing them, is all impoſture 
and deluſion : probable conjecture ; or it is couched in ſuch am- 
biguous terms, that whatever the event was, they might be un- 
derſtood truly to have foretold it. | 
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rogative of the Supreme Being, SS r. 54. 
and actually to ſave or deftroy, > 
wound or heal, kill or make - l 
alive; and if theſe pretenſions 8 

were ſupported, our aſtoniſh- 
ment would be increaſed, and 
. our applauſe united and entire. 

24. n Behold ye As both theſe are abſolutely 24 
ue of nothing, and impoſſible, you may expect, O 
your work ofnought: ye dumb, and deaf, and dead, 
an abomination 7s ke ſtatues and images to be treated 


tiat chooſeth you. - 5 : 
en, withtheutmoſt diſdain; triumph 
and inſult as meer nothings and 
of no manner of value; owing 
your very exiſtence to the de- 
5 | praved imagination of your infa- 
ngs | tuated votaries. The faſhion 
8 7 you are made in, by the forming 
36 | hand of the artiſt, hath nothing 
00d, | truly divine in it: you have 
3 | | neither preſcience to foretell, nor 
4 ; power to effect any thing at all; 
ge | 7 | 
* Behold, c. The marginal reading is, Behold ye are worſe 
than nothing, i. e. not only elilim nullities, or that have no vir- 
tue, the meereſt vanities, but the cauſe of much wickedneſs - 
and your work warſe than of @ viper, 1. e. as ſome underſtand, 
originated from the devil, and doing infinite miſchief to thoſe 
| that worſhip you. Thus thoſe who practiſed the arts of divina- 
the tion are branded as liars, and the Feus warned againſt expect- 
folk ing from them inſtruction or information. Fer. x. 23, 8. Hai. 
nes xliv. 25. it is perpetually inculcated upon them, that they were 
pol. only imaginary beings, who had no exiſtence, or no degree of 
the power over mankind. Fer. x. 5. Be not afraid of them, for 
but they cannot do evil, neither alſo is it in them to do good. In the 
ra- Engliſi tranſlation, they are rendered devils. Deut. xxxii. 17, 
ure 21, Pſal. cvi. 30, 37. Gen. xxxv. 24. Schedim ſignifies deftroy- 
_ ert, who delighted in the blood and ſacrifice of the human ſpe- 
8 cies. Pſal. cvi. 28. They were great warriors who, in their 


mortal tate, delighted in the ſlaughter of the human race. Mr. 
Farm, on Mir. 237, 249, 350, 370: | 


: A PARAPHRASE of the 
SECT.54-and you cannot but be greatly 
= preudicial and baleful to him 
who is ſo utterly void of under- 
ſtanding, as to make you the ob- 
ject of his devotion or his de- 
pendance. | | 
25 To throw an entire confuſion 
on all ſuch abſurdities, I for- 
merly produced one from a nor- 
thern extraction, who nobly 
triumphed over all the ſtrongeſt 
prejudices of an heathen educa- 
tion, and was eminent for a ra- 
tional and unfeigned virtue and 
piety; he came from the north- 
eaſt, honourably diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by confeſſing my name, 
and in his poſterity hath gained 
many eaſy victories over mighty 
princes ; ſubduing them to his 

: 1 as the potter-moulds 
his clay, as he judges moſt proper. 
26 Who among the great and 


— 
Ha: xli. 


25. I have raiſed 
up one from thenorth, 
and he ſhall come 
from the riſing of the 
ſun ſhall he call upon 
my . name, and he 
ſhall come upon 
princes as uon mor- 
ter, and as the potter 
treadeth clay. 
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26. Who hath de- 


clared from the be- 


rabble multitude of your idol 
gods, hath foretold things to 
come from their firſt beginning, 
or long before they exiſted? as 
in a great variety of inſtances I 
have done, that we may know 
whether they happened accord- 


ginning, that we may 
know? and before 
time that we may ſay 
he is righteous ? yea, 
there is none that 
ſheweth, yea, there 
is none that declareth, 


ea, there is none that 
ing to his foreknowledge ; there- beareth your words, 
fore whether he be a god as he 
pretended ; who before time had 
its being and meaſures, uttered 


predictions in a right manner, 


and that were accompliſhed: in 15 
the event, that we may eſpouſe eren 
| _ : and andrh 


ſed 
th, 
me 
the 
pon 

he 
pon 
10r= 
ter 


de- 

be- 
may 
fore 
r fay 


yea, 


that 


here 
rh, 
that 
ds. 


Book of 1s A1lAH. 


and vigdicate his claim to Deity ? Seer. 54. 


Ifa. 
that ever did or can foretel what ,; © 


there is not one beſides myſelf 


ſhall be hereafter : there is nei- 
ther a prieſt nor prophet whom 
the idols have inſpired, that can 
declare what ſhall come to pals 
in future days; there is no one 


that can try or hear any ſuch ar- 


27, The firſt ſhall 
ſoy to Zion, Behold, 
behold them, and I 
vill give to Jeruſalem 
ne that bringeth 


good ER 


ticle of intelligence from you, 
nor from any perſon to whom 
you have communicated it; for 
ye are all dumb Gods, and never 
once opened your lips ſo as to 
ſpeak a ſingle word. 


the Lord Jenovan, who27 


am abſolurely the firſt, previous 
to all other beings, and inde- 
pendent of them all, who have 


ſupported my pretentions to 


Deity by prophecies, an have 
challenged the heathen 1dols to 


do the like; ſhall ſay to Zion 


for her conſolation, behold my 
people, whom you thought loſt 
in their diſperſions and captivi- 
ties reſtored ; and I will ap- 
point to them a prophet or meſ- 
ſenger, who ſhall bring them- 
the pleaſing and joyful r news of 
their ſpeedy return to their na- 
tive country; and of ſeveral 


other deſirable events and bleſ- 


28. For I beheld, 
and the re WAS no man, 
eren amongſt them, 
indthere was no coun- 
elo, that when I 


„L. II. 


aſk- 


lings. 


As to pagan idols and their ,g 


worſhippers, the affair is de- 
ciſively ſettled ; there is no man 
who will undertake to prove 

G their 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT. 54-their divinity z they have given 
up this point ſeparately ; nei- 


28 
17 


ther have they aſſembled and 
conſulted together to any pur- 
poſe, ſo as to anſwer my chal- 
lenges. 

be fixed on them; their votaries 
act a moſt fooliſh and ridiculous 
part: the lifeleſs forms they be- 
ſtow ſo much pains and expence 
to make, to decorate and to pleaſe, 
are inſtances of loſt labour: no 
benefit can do it, but unſpeak- 


There is plainly no reliance to 


= 


aſked of them could 
anſwer a word. 


29. Behold, they 
are all vanity, their 
works are nothing ; 
their molten images 


are wind and confu- 


ſion. 


able miſchief and danger ariſe . 


trom them, 


CHAP. NAIL SECT. EV. 


A ſervant of eminent diſtinclion to be diſpatched and 
ſupported in an extraordinary embaſſy. His mild and 
gentle manner of conducting it, yet his determinate 
reſolution to anfever its important intentions. Sig- 
nal advantage to be received from him; and a fincera 


gratitude reaſonably expefied, 1. 


Ta. xlii. 1. 
Urther, to demonſtrate my- 
ſelf to be the only living 


Ia. xlii. and true Gop, in oppoſition to 


Tall heathen idols and vanities, I 
will foretel, ſaith the Loxp IE. 
HOV AH, ſeveral important events, 
attended with extraordinary cir- 
cumſtances, and worthy of a 
moſt diligent attention, I will 
difpatch one upon an embaſſy to 


T2. 


$54: XU. I. 
EHOLD my 
ſervant whom 
I uphold, mine elect 
in whom my ſoul de- 
lighteth; I have put 
my ſpirit upon him : 
he ſhall bring forth 
judgment to the Gen- 
tiles, 5 


* People, who ſerves me in 


the 


r 


2% Heſhall notcry, 
nor lift up, nor cauſe 
his voice to be heard 
in the ſtreet. 


3. A bruiſed reedo 
ſhall he not break; 


and the ſmoaking flax 8 


ſhall he not quench: 
he ſhall bring forth 
judgment unto truth, 


Book of ISAIAH. 


ind will 8 Am veder a . 


imeginable difficulties and diſ- 1 
couragements: the dignity of 
his appointment iS tranſcendent- 
ly great; my deſign is of a very 
ancient Jars; ; and the intereſt 1 
take in his ſucceſs and happi- 
neſs moſt affectionate and entire: 


I will abundantly furniſh him 


with the richeſt ſpiritual endow- 
ments, to underitand and deter- 
mine what is equal and right; 
heathen nations, as well as the 


children of Thrae!, ſhall be the 


voluntary ſubjects of his moſt 
righteous government. 
As to. the manner of his pro- 2 


cedure in it, it ſhall be ſuitable 
to the affair he engages in: he 


ſhall not appear in the dazzling - 
robes of ſecular pomp and oreat- 


neſs, nor contend with the Nam 
ing ſword of martial ardour and 
violence : he ſhall not elevate 
his voice in a clamorous and 
overbearing manner, nor ſhall 
the ſtreets reſound, upon his 
ſtandard being erected, with loud 
huzzas and turbulent alarms? 


His adminiſtration ſhall be3 
conducted with ſuch caution and 
circumſpection, clemency and 


moſt condeſcending tenderneſs 


of mercy, that he ſhall not mor- 


tify the moſt imperfect of cha- 


racers, not break a bruiſed reed, 
or ſhattered cane, which can 
| (3 2 bear 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


bear no great force or weight but 


they are ſnapt aſunder : nor ex- 
tinguiſh the ſmoaking flax, or 
feeble wick of a new-lighted 
lamp; but he fhall direct and 
govern conformably to rules of 


the moſt perfect reaſon and e- 


quity, till his moſt juſt cauſe of 


truth and virtue prevail and 
triumph over all oppoſition. 


— 


4 No difficulties or diſcourage- 4. He ſhall not 


every where gain the aſcendant: 


ments, as to labour or ſuffering, oy 19 oy wink 


ſhall be able to reſtrain his moſt fer judgment in the 
determinate reſolution; nor in earth; and the iſles 
the leaſt abate the vigour of his ſhall wait for his law. 
endeavours to accompliſh * his 

purpoſe, and compleat the re- _ 

formation of mankind ; that juſ- 

tice, truth, and fidelity may 


and 


o A bruiſed reed, &c. Proverbial expreſſions to denote a moſt 
amiable mild charaQter, equal and gentle adminiſtration : not 
unlike the apothegm of the Span/h Fews, who ſay, that if ſuck 
a one was 10 walk over a pavement of eggs, he would not break them. 

p Fail. The radix ſignifies to be abated, repreſſed, dulled, blunt- 
ed; in the foregoing verſe it is applied to the wick of a candle, 
which burns but dimly. Here to lowneſs or faintneſs of ſpirit, 
when the vigour of the mind 1s enervated, relaxed, or ex- 


hauſted. To dimneſs of fight, Gen. xxvii. 1. The next verſe - 


contains a noble and ſublime deſcription of the Deity ; and that 
which follows a moſt juſt and accurate account of his diſpenſa- 
tions, Every thing is founded in reafon, dictated by eternal 
equity; the Mefſiah's reign admirably diſplayed this, and his 
laws which are certain tranſcripts from the divine moral attri- 
butes : the feventh is quoted Act, xxvi. 18. and light and dark- 
neſs are well-know figures of Speech in the Hebrew language, 
to denote the different ſtates of proſperity and adverſity. 601 
the Lord, Ainſworth and others are of opinion, that Jehovah ts 
a participle of Hajali in Piel, or as L Clerc thinks, in Hi, 


and that it not only fignifies to be, but to cauſe to be, 


C. Thus Fai Gop 
the LoRD, he that 
created the heavens, 
and ftretched them 
out; he that ſpread 
forth the earth, and 
that which cometh 
out of it, he that 
civeth breath unto the 
people upon it, and 
ſpirit to them that 
walk therein. 

6. I the LorD 
85 called thee in 

jhteouſneſs, and 
will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, 
and give thee for a 
covenant of the peo- 
ple, for a light of the 
SON 


people of 1/rael , 
the underitanding, and revive 


Book of 18414 B. 


and heathens, in the remoteſt or Ss or 5 3 
obſcureſt parts of the earth, ſhall r == 


expreſs longing deſires to come 
under the regulation of his laws. 


Thus hath the Supreme Be-5 & © 


ing and abſolute Lord of the 
univerſe declared; he from whom 
the exalted heavens originated, 
and who extended them to that 
large circumference in which 
you behold their amazing beau- 
ty and ſplendour : he who dif- 
fuſed to its preſent vaſt compals, 
this ſpacious earth, with its pro- 
duce of paſturage, trees, and 
herbs, and multitudes of ani- 
mals that it maintains: he who 
giveth life and breath to its hu- 
man inhabitants; and under- 
ſtanding, liberty, and moral 
agency to them who are placed 
there as in a ſtate of trial and 


probation: O my ſervant, as 


certainly as if I had given it thee 
already, ſhalt thou have my 
commiſſion or deſtination, con- 
formable to my promiſe, and in 
a way that is molt juſt and equal, 
to execute this important of- 
fice: in performing it be aſſur- 
ed of my ſupport and conduct, 
and that, as my meſſenger or 
mediator, thou ſhalt renew and 
confirm my covenant with the 
and enlighten 


G 3 the 
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SECT. 55-the drooping hearts of ven 
re heathens. 

1 A labour it mall be, alike 
uſeful and beneficial, as ſudden- 
ly reſtoring fight to them who 
had long ſamented in loneſome 
darkneſs the loſs of this invalua- 


ble blefling : liberty and proſ- 


perity to thoſe who groaned un- 
der the intolerable oppreſſion of 
tyrannical rule : or deliverance 
to priſoners who had languiſhed 


in the tedious bondage of a cruel 


confinement, and the gloomy 
cells of a moſt diſagreeable and 


dark dungeon. 


88% This moſt acceptable work 


ſhail certainly be performed, for 
1 have foretold it, who have my 
exiſtence and attributes of my- 
ſelf; and from whom all other 
beings are derived: who am the 
great ISHOVAH. I have made 
myſelf known to my people by 
this ßgnificant name, and am 
thereby illuſtriouſly diſtinguiſhed 
trom all falſe gods: the praiſe 
of being the «nly true One the 
glory of ponctually accomplifb- 


7. To open the 
blind eyes, to bring 
out the priſoners from 
the priſon, and them 
that fit in darkneſs 
out of the priſon 
houſe. 


9. I am the Lord, 


that 75 my name, end 


my glory will J not 
give to another, nei- 
ther my praiſe to 
graven images. 

9. Behold the for- 
mer things are come 
to paſs; and new 


things do I q declare, 


before they ſpring 
forth I tell you of 


them. 


*%, 
ng whatever I pred! ct; are what 


I will not reſign to idols, nor be 
Wvalled in my eternal and in- 

wnmunicable attributes, by 
the: Ipurious divinities, thoſe 


7% 1 3.” © 8 
05 12 ＋ are, me radix ſignißes 0 fand 
diet 4 Lets re (tit, In clear ard of en % 10. 


©” a ra Je 4 ſit; N. 


To mate M1: TH] an. 


2 M N {* 
{nrwn, to dit wloz, to cajdain 14 ings ecret, abjirujec, and . ſeule. 
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defpicable molten images. Tlie SE r 55. 
ſeveral affairs which from time er frag 


the | to time, I have long before they g & g 
ha | happened diſcovered, have been 
- | all fulfilled in their reſpective 

eſs | ſeaſons; and future ones do I 

ſon = declare, of my people's delive- 


rance and the overthrow of their - 
enemiesz before there 1s any 
probable ſign of them, which 
ſhall as certainly be. accompliſn- 
ed, as thoſe things I foretold, 
were in former ages. 


10. Sing unto the Though at ſome diſtance, as 10 


Lord a new ſong, and 


his praiſe from the 


to the ſpace of time, you who 
hear of theſe things, and are ſo 


end of the earth: ye 
rd, that go down to the greatly intereſted in them; in 
450 ſea, and all that is Order to celebrate the new and 
not therein: the ifles and | | 
ei. tie inhabitants there - wonderful work, do you prepare 
to of, a new and moſt thankful ſong : 
55 and confeſs God's power and 
5 ̃ majeſty, his goodneſs and mercy, 
jew from the remoteſt parts of the 
Ire, earth: do the ſame all ye mariners 
2 and merchants that dwell in the 
| iſlands of the ſea; you, whole 
habitations are ſurrounded with 
the watery element, join the 
| concert | | | 
11. Let the wi Let barbarians and thoſe Edo-, 
1 and the cities ite who reſide in towns of the 
tereof lift up their . 
wice, the villages wilderneſs by the eaſtern fea, 
lat Kedar doth in- they will have accaſion : lift up 
on 1 = 50 their voices in ſongs of thanks- | 
ing; let them ſhout Siving: the villages of Arabia 
| from the top of the Petrea, that the deſcendants of L 
2 mountains. Kedar the ſon of Iſumael inhabit; ll 


G 4 | thoſe 


8 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sz er. gg. thoſe who dwell in rocky Petra, 


— 
Iſa. 


let them tune their voices; and 
let them who dwell in mountain- 
"ous countries, from the tops of 


them iflue forth their acclama- 


tions, to the eternal honour of 
the moſt high God. 


12 From an impreſſive ſenſe of 


ſuch ſignal and diſtinguiſhing 
favours, let them in the beſt 
manner they are capable, expreſs 
their unfeigned gratitude; and 
give all the glory to the Almigh- 


ty, as their undoubted author: 
his hand to have been active, 


and the praiſe due to him, 1n the 
illands of the ſea. 


12. Let chem give 
glory unto the Lord, 
and declare his praiſe 
in the iſlands, 


nn SECT. Un. 


The diſpleaſure of the Almighty, after great patience, 
exceeding ſevere ; or abuſe of long forbearance terribly 
reſented. Heathens puniſhed. Iſraelites expoſtulated 
with : good and happineſs intended them, if they 
would receive admonition. 13 to the end. 


Is A. xlii. 13. 
ROM his diſpenſations, and 
the Lord's great long-ſuf- 
fering as to chaſtizing their cru- 


el oppreſſors, it might be thought 


that he had withdrawn his affec- 


tion and regard from his people, 


and was not offended with their 
enemies: the contrary ſhall be 
ſhewed in due ſeaſon: as a 

mighty 


Is A. xlii. 13. 

HE Lo RD ſhall 

go forth as a 

mighty man, he ſhall 

ſtir up jealouſy like 

a man of war: he 

ſhall cry ; yea, roar ; 

he hall” prevail 4 
gainſt his enemies, 
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mighty man iſſues from his pa- SR Or. 56. 
vilion all in armour, his attri- >= 
butes ſhall be conſpicuous : as a If. i. 
On oy mol . 
fire is ſtirred or blown up that 
it burns with violence, his an- 
ger ſhall rage: as a military 
man gives the cry or alarm for 
engaging, ſo as to manifeſt that 
his fierceſt wrath is rouzed, he 
ſhall as it were ſhout: as the 
ravenous lion roars when he 
ſeizes his prey, he ſhall cauſe 
his voice of indignation to be 
heard, and ſhall ſpeedily ſubdue 
1 8 all that obſtinately oppoſe him. 
14. I have long I could not be inſenſible, faiths 
time holden my the Omniſcient Being, of my 
peace, I have been : ; 
fill aud refrained people's molt . defolate fate: - 
myſelf: zow will I though a long courſe of forbear- 
cry like a travailing ance ſhews, that I have in ſilence 
„ NE mourned it ; calmed the inward 
new tempeſt of my wrath, and ſup- 
preſſed, while it could conſiſtent- 
ly be done, my undoubted feel- 
ings for their miſeries: matters 
are now come to an extremity, 
and I muſt avenge : like a wo- 
man in travailing pains, ſhe cries 
not out till they become intole- 
rable, that nature can endure no 
longer ; then the more ſhe has 
| endeavoured to ſuppreſs them, 
: with greater violence will they 
; break forth and haſten the birth : 
| ſo ardent my zeal to deliver my 
captive ſons : as an hungry beaſt 
devours, as {oon as he has — 
: * 8 
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A PAR APHR AS E on the 
Sr or. 56. his prey, ſo quick a work of 


compleat deſtruction, will I 
make of their enemies. 


15 The unſpeakable calamity of 


a moſt horrid and entire deſola- 
tion, ſhall greatly affect both 
man and beaſt: it ſhall prevail on 
the mountains and hills ; and the 
plain's late verdant herbage ſhall 
be fickened, and withered to 
the very roots ; the rivers which 
they ſo much relied on, as their 
ſtrength and riches, ſhall be 
drained of water, ſo as to appear 
like iſlands; and their pools and 
lakes ſhall be altogether exhauſt- 
ed and dry. 


16 And as to the poor captives, 


harrowed up, alaſs, with grief 
and pain, and utterly in the 
dark, from any appearances, 
when their miſeries ſhall end; 
I will interpoſe, faith the Lord, 
and conduct them through un- 
known ways and paths, that 


they never before travelled to 


the land of their nativity: 


change a very afflicted and ca- 


lamitous ſtate, into a moſt agree- 


able and deſirable one; and will 
further, as it were ſtrew with 
roſes, and render that courſe eaſy 


and pleaſant, that was cragged 


and 


15. I will max; 
waſte mountains ang 
hills, and dry up all 
their herbs, and ] 
will make the r c1- 
vers iſlands, and 1 
will dry up the pools, 


16. And I will 
bring the blind by 
a way that they knew 
not; I will lead them 
in paths that they 
have not known: 
I will make darkneſs 
light before them, 
and crooked things 
ſtraight : theſe things 
will I do unto them 
and not forſake them, 


= Rivers, a probable allufion to the great river Erphrates, 
which Cyrus, by certain drains, rendered fordable or Paſſable 


for his army, when he took Pabylen, 


| Bock of IS AIAH. 83 
and thorny : however unlikely SEO r. 56. 
and almoſt impoſſible this may 1 At. 


ſeem, I the Almighty will take 16 
care to effect it; and though 


1 my people, from their long and 
[ tedious ſervitude, may look as 
15 if they were forgotten and aban- 
* doned : they really are not, nor 
will J leave till I have returned 
l them ſafe to their own country. 
17. they ſhall be In all the changes of ſtates17 
pr 8 and revolutions of kingdoms it 
timed that truſt in may be expected, and ſhall hap- 
graven images, that pen remarkably at the conjunc- 
bh to the molten ture when the children of Iſrael 
„ ye are out ſhall be redeemed, in what diſ- 
gods. | . 
: order and confuſion 1dolaters are 
It | with their diſappointed hopes ; 
Jy . . 
_ | how deſpicable, compared with 
m the great JEHovyan, their graven 
1 | | and their molten images, the 
7 objects of their homage who 
n, | cannot ſave them in danger, nor 
gs | ſcreen them from his avenging 
al ET: © | 
wy 18. Hear ye deaf, Tou heathens are inexcuſable, 18 
and look ye blind, 


| | with reaſon for your guide, and 
that ye may ſee. 5 8 8 
10. Who 7: blind the heavens for your inſtructors, 
but my fervant? or in your groſs abſurdities and abo- 
deat 7 N minations : but O ye Jews, at- 
1% „ dat, WO tend and conſider, © whoever 
blind as he that is per- 5 
fert, and blind as ſhewed leſs knowledge in mat- 
the Lord's ſervant, ters wherein you are infinitely 
concerned than you yourſelves 
have 


15 


le 


« Turned bark. The original ſignifies, to go the wrong or 
backward way, with regard to hopes, to be greatly difappointed. 


$4 A PaRAPHRASE en the 
Er. 56. have done, or were more un- 
Ia, thinking and fooliſh : prieſts 
A. XlIii 
1 Levites who deſire to be 
f accounted lights for others, and 
more perfect in knowledge; how 
dim- ſighted, how greatly be- 
wildered thoſe who glory in 
their ſuperior knowledge and ; 
abilities, as employed in my | f 
more immediate homage and ſa- { 
cred ſervice. 
20 You may indeed behold with 20. Seeing many 
your bodily eyes, many objects ings, but thou ob- 
that you are greatly and laſtingly ee opening 
intereſted, tobe acquainted with; cth not. 
but not be duly affected, impreſ. 
ſed, and improved by them : 
open your ears likewiſe but not 
hear to any purpoſe, ſo that the 
underitanding may be convinced, 
conſcience awakened, and the 
heart amended ; matters of the 
utmoſt moment may be conſi- 
dered only as common and tri- 
vial affairs. 
21 Tt is peculiarly acceptable to 21. The Lord is 
the great and good Maker and well pleaſed for his 
Lawgiver, that his people, for eee lake, 
the fake of his righteouſneſs and j* 1 the 
| law and make #t ho- 
faithfulneſs, and "that they may nourable. 
inherit the promiſes, would obey 
his commands : he will demon- 
ſtrate perfect equity, reaſonable- 
neſs, and goodneſs of his laws, 
by bountifully rewarding thoſe 
who duly eſteem and obſerve 
- them; and at a proper ſeaſon, 
| puniſh- 


22. But this is a 
people robbed and 
ſpoiled, they are all 
of them ſnared in 
holes, and they are 
hid in priſon-houſes : 
they are for a prey 
and none delivereth ; 


for a ſpoil, and none 


faith, reſtore. 


23. Who among 


you will give ear to 
this? who will hear- 
ken and hear for the 
time to come ? 

24. Who gave Ja- 


cob for a ſpoil, and 


Ifrael to the robbers ? 
did not the Lord, he 
againſt whom we 


| have ſinned ? for they 


would not walk in 
his ways, neither 
were they obedient 
to his law. 
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puniſhing them who neglect and Seer. 56. 


contemptuouſly caſt thoſe cords 
behind their backs. 

But notwithſtanding that, the 
true meaſures of life and happi- 
neſs have been laid before and 
argued upon them; this un- 
thinking generation will not ob- 
ſerve them; nor pleaſe a moſt 
juſt and holy God, and promote 
their own intereſt : therefore, 
they in a manner chuſe to be, 
and I plainly foreſee ſhall be 
robbed and ſpoiled ; being ap- 
prehended by their enemies, they 
ſhall be cloſely confined in caves 
and holes; hidden from the 
light, and thruſt down into lone- 


| ſome and gloomy priſons ; who- 


ever pleaſes may ſeize them as 
his prey, and there is none to 
reſcue; as common plunder, and 
no one will undertake to relieve 
them. 1 
Who among 
tially examine and reflect in theſe 
matters, ſo as to repent and a- 
mend, and prevent ſuch miſeries; 


nay, when they ſhall befal you, 


who will recollect what was 
threatened, blame himſelf that 
he had not taken warning, and 
become more wiſe and conſide- 
rate for the future. Never was 
a more certain truth ſpoken, if 
you were only open to convicti- 
on, than this; that it was the 

Lord 


22 


you will impar- 23 & 24 


86 


155 Air brought upon you a ſucceffion | 
23, 2 40f inhuman, cruel enemies, to 


4 PARA PHRAS E on the 
SE Or. 56. Lord your God, 


who hath 


correct your follies, and puniſh 


your ſins; you ſuffer, becauſe 


25 


you have offended the Supreme 
Majeſty, would not regularly 
proceed in that courſe of duty 
and virtue he had plainly pre- 


ſcribed you, nor obey his laws 


of everlaſting righteouſneſs. 

On the ſole account of your 
obſtinate and incorrigible diſobe- 
dience, will you be reduced to 
the greateſt diſtreſſes; the threat- 
ning was not regarded, therefore 
it is moſt dreadfully executed: 
as clouds ſuddenly breaking, or 
the heavieſt ſtorms falling, ac- 
companied with claps of thun- 
der; as the rage of battle, ſuch 
ſhall be the invaſion and deſtruc- 
tion of your country: your city 
and temple will be ſet on fire, 


25. therefore be 
bath poured upon 
him the fury of bis 
anger, and the 
ſtrength of battle, 
and it hath ſet him 
on fire round about, 

et he knew not, and 
it burned him; yet 
he laid 7t not to 
heart. 


yet, you will ſeem no more af. 


fected than if you knew it not; 
they ſhall burn away with the 
utmoſt fury, yet you will not 
conſider ſo as to be reclaimed 
from your errors and miſcar- 


riages. 


CHAP. 


Book of ISALAH, -:+ 


CHAP. XLII. SECT. LVIL. 


The Jews not to be utterly deſtroyed: to be ranſomed 
with the ſubſtitutes of Egypt, Ethiopia, and Seba; 
aud gathered from their diſperſions. Heathens chal- 
lenged to vindicate the character and divinity of their 
idols. Teſtimony mentioned to the true Deity of the 
Lord Jehovah. His predictions accompliſhed. 1. 14. 


Is. xliii. 1. Is A. xlili. 1. 


0 UT noy thus IHE RE will be ſome ofS=cr-57- 
n ſaith the Lo RD 


1s that created thee O Ah that unhappy temper, to IK. Ali. 
he Jacob, and he that Continue hardened and impeni- 1 
I formed thee O Ifrael, tent, under the afflicting hand 
5s fcar not for I have of divine providence ; but others 
redeemed thee, I _. ' 
id have called thee by will lay this to heart, and truly 
A thy name, thou art anſwer its important intentions. 
mine. 'To theſe laſt, ſaith the Lord, the 
| author, O Jacob, of thine exiſt- 
ence, and former of thy people 
into a body politic, let no anxi- 
ous corroding fears or cares diſ- 
treſs your minds. I have fre- | (pi 
quently delivered you, when 
your condition was deplorable 
and hopeleſs as it is at preſent : 
this may inſpire you with forti- 
tude and magnanimity.; eſpeci- 
ally as you may conſider your- 
ſelves as my property, greatly 
in my favour, and eminently 
| | diſtingutſhed with privileges 
5 5 from all the world beſides. 


It 


83 


SECT. 57. 


Ifa. xliii. 


2 


* 


A PARAP HR ASE on 


It makes no manner of differ- 
ences to my arm of Omnipo- 
tence, how deſperate your . dan- 
gers are, and great your diſtreſs: 
with my preſence to preſerve, 
you may venture to paſs through 
the deepeſt waters, and are per- 
fectly ſafe ; the moſt rapid ſtreams 
or roaring torrents of large r1- 
yers, ſhall not be able to over- 
whelm or carry you down: when 
you walk through the hotteſt em- 
bers of a conſuming fire, you 
ſhall not be burnt, neither ſhall 


the lambent flames fix and kin- 
dle in any part of your bodies, 
3 You may be fully certain of 


this, from the near relation I 
ſtand in to you, and from my im- 
menſe attributes which are en- 
gaged for your protection and 


defence; who abſolutely com- 


mand, and as I pleaſe, with in- 


finite eaſe controul in the army 


of heaven, and among the inha- 
bitants of the earth. When a 


moſt threatening ſtorm was ready 


to break over your unguarded 
land; as paying down Egypt, 
Ethiopia and Seba to ranſom you 


at 


the 

2. When thou paſ- 
ſeſt through the wa- 
ters, I will be with 
thee; and when thro' 
the rivers, they ſhall 
not over-flow thee : 
when thou walkeft 
through the fire, thou 
ſhalt not be burnt; 
neither ſhall the flame 
kindle upon thee, 


. For I am the 
Lord thy God, the 
holy One of Iſrael, 
thy ſaviour : I gave 
Egypt for thy * ran- 
ſom, Ethiopia and 
Seba for thee, 


t Ranſom. Some underſtand this of Tirhalal, with whom the 
Egyptians and Sabeans were probably confederates, and whom 


Sennacherib overcame in battle with his whole army; but others 


take the paſſage as only intended to ſhew that other nations had 
frequently been deftroyed, that the children of row Wight be 
"ſe 


delivered; and that the Egyptians in the days o 


inſtanced in. 


are here 


4. Since thou waſt 
precious in my ſight, 
thou haſt been ho- 
nourable, and I have 
loved thee : therefore 
will 1 give men for 


thee, and people for 


thy- life, 


c. Fear not, for 


Jam with thee: I 


will bring thy ſeed 
from the eaſt, and 
gather thee from the 


weſt, 


6. Iwill fay to the 
north, Give up, and 
to the ſouth, Keep 
not back, bring my 
ſons from far, and 


my daughters from 
the ends of the earth, 


Bock of IS A 1A H. 


at their expence, to their great Sxor. 5. 


From the time that J ſelected l. uit. 


coſt I diverted it. 


you for the important ſervice of 
maintaining in the world the 
light and knowledge of true re- 


ligion; you have been conſidered 


as reſpectable and honourable in 
compariſon with other nations 
you have enjoyed many ſignal 
inſtances of an affectionate re- 
gard; my favours ſhall be con- 
tinued, others ſhall come in your 
ſtead that you may be freed from 
trouble; and rather than you 


ſhall be ruined, I will devote 


whole nations for your reſcue, 


You need not be diſquieted 5 & 6 


with any alarming fears, ſince 
you are poſitively aſſured of my 
conſtant preſence and protection; 
from the utmoſt parts of the 


eaſt, where ſome of your people 


are diſperſed, I will bring them 
home to their native country 
the weſtern regions ſhall not de- 
tain, but I will alſo gather them; 
if they have no other deliverer, 
yet my ſovereign command ſhall 
oblige the northern provinces to 
{urrender, and the ſouthern not 


to withhold them : from the re- 


7. Even every one 
that is called by my 


name: 


tor I have 


Vor. II. creat- 


motelt quarters ſhall my ſons be 
aſſembled, and my daughters 


from the extremities of the earth. 
I will not be unmindful of 278 8 
ſingle individual who makes pro- 


H feſſion 


9 


A PARA PHR ASE on the 


SECT. 2 7-feſſion of true religion and prac- 


Iſa. xliii 
7 & 


8 > duced 


=> tiſes righteouſneſs ; I have pro- 

Fin that his character and 
behaviour ſhould reflect honour 
upon me his Divine Maker; I 
have formed him that his nature 
may be refined with virtue. I 
have finiſhed him in a very com- 
pleat manner for attaining per- 
fection and happineſs. Ard as 
to thoſe who are ſo deſtitute df 
underſtanding, as to pay an in- 
ſignificant homage to blind and 
deaf idols, let them appear in 
open judgment, and it be known 
whether they can prove them to 
be really gods. 


9 The largeſt concourſes of peo- 


ple, even all nations if they pleaſe, 
are at perfect liberty to be ga- 
thered together; and all people 


unite in one grand aſſembly on 


this occaſion ; who among them 
all can produce the inconteſtible 
evidence of future predictions, 
that have been punctually ac- 
compliſhed, for ſupporting the 
divinity of their idols: let them 
ſhew former things which have 


been verified by facts, or ſome 


events that ſhall immediately 
happen; that there may be ſome 
authentic teſtimonies that they 
are gods; or that they may be 


convinced that I am the only 


living and true one, and acknow- 
| ledge 


created him for my 


glory „have formed 
him, yea I have made 
him. 


8 Bring forth the | 


blind people that 


| have eyes, and the 


deaf that have ears, 


9. Let all the na- 


tions be gathered to- 


gether, and let the 
people be aſſembled. 
Who among them 
can declare this, and 
ſhew us former 
things? Let them 
bring forth their 
witneſſes, that they 
may be juſtified: or 
let them hear and ſay, 
It is truth. 


10. Ye are my 
witneſſes, ſaith the 


Lord, and my ſer- 


vant whom 1 have 
choſen : that ye may 
know andbelieve me, 
and underſtand that 4 
am he: before me 
there was no God 
formed, neither ſhall 
there be aſter me. 


11. I, even I, am 


the Lord, and be- 


tides me there is no 


{aviour. 

12. I have declar- 
ed, and have ſaved, 
and I have ſhewed 
when there was no 
ſtrange god among 
you: therefore ye 
aremy witneſſes, ſaith 
the Lord, that I am 
God, | 


Book of IS AI AH. 


ledge that there is none be- SE or. 5. 


ſides. | 

It is abſolutely out of che 
power of their miſguided fond 
adorers, to produce a credible 
voucher of a ſingle article that 
ever they foretold, that was ve- 
ried by the event; you 7/acl- 
ztes, ſaith the Lord; can abun- 


dantly teſtify of me, and parti- 
cularly my ſervant che prophet, 


whom 1 have choſen for this 
purpoſe, how multiplied the diſ- 


plays are of my preſcience power 


and providence : I do appeal to 
you as knowing, believing, and 
clearly underttanding, that I 
alone am Gop, and can plead 
the earlieſt antiquity : there ne- 
ver was an 1dol exiſting before 
me, there never ſhall be any af- 
ter me, for from everlaſting to 
everlaſting I am Gon. 


It is indubitably certain then, , 1, &12 


that I, even I am the ſelt-exiſt- 
ent Being, ſupremely great, 
tranſcendently glorious; it is 
impoſſible you ſhould have any 
at all, unleſs I be your preſerver 
and deliverer. I have foretold in 
perſpicuous plain language, that 
I had determined to reſcue you 
from ſervitude, and accordingly 
I have done it; long before there 
was any ſtrange God among you 
to . any thing: this you 

2 8 


os xliii. 


92 A PARAPHRASE on the 
SRT. 5%. do know and can atteſt, there- 
— fore aſcertain my ſovereign Dei- 
Iſa. xliii. ty 
13 I was not only ſelf-exiſtent 13. Yea, before 


before heathen idols, the work be day was, Iambe; 
and there is none that 


of men's hands, were faſhioned, can deliver out y J 
but antecedent to the generation hand: I will work, 
of light, or original production 29 who ſhall let i. 
of day: my power is alſo ſo ab- 

ſolute and uncontroulable, that 

on whomſoever I lay mine hand, 

the whole world cannot reſcue 

him from my hold: if it be my 

ſupreme pleaſure to work out 

redemption for a people, the 

univerſe, which is my creature 

and under my juriſdiction, ſhall 

not ſport with my reſolutions, or 

hinder my deſigns. 


pe OY CHAP. 


| Book of ISAIAR. 93 
CHAP. XIII. SECT. LVIII. 
For the ſake of the Jews a moſt terrible meſſage ſent to 


Babylon. Miraculous favours done them in former 
times. A recent fact of an extraordinary nature to 
be performed: ſufficient to affect and aſtoniſb even the 
brutal creation: out of regard to his own honour, 
that he might have a people to celebrate his praiſes, 
the L.ord would perform deliverance for them. Com- 
plaint of their ingratitude. Appeal to them what 
they had done to deſerve favour. No occaſion to glo- 
ry in their forefathers. The principal people alſo 
obnoxious to reproaches. 14, to the end. 


Isa. xHit. 14. > Jos. 14. 
15 105 Hatever the Lord hath Sg or 58. 
deemer, the holy One ip oken may be moſt Ifa. xlili. 


of Iſrael, for your firmly relied on, and is truly as 
take 1 have ſent to follows; Thus faith the great 
SR and hate IEHOVAH, your deliverer and 
brought down all : > | 
utheir nobks, and your guardian, O ye children of 
the Chald-ans, whoſe Iſrael, upon your account prin- 
cry is in the ſhips. cCipally, and to free you from 
| bondage, will I diſpatch my 
ſervant Cyrus to Babylon; who 
thall ſubdue that haughty city, 
and compleatly humble its rich 
, | inhabitants, that indulge to the 
| height of pride and luxury: 
the fea-faring people alſo, who 


” bring 


1 


u All their nobles. In the original, all their bars; therefore 
interpreted of the ſtrong walls and fortifications of Babylon, 
which Cyrus beat down. af cry is in the ſhips. Two navi- 5 
gable rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates ſurrounded it, which 
may naturally ſuggeſt, that it was a commodious haven, andthat 
no inc onſiderable number of veſſels belonged, to it, Zh 


in ſhips, and fill thoſe floating 
caſtles with noiſe and clamour. 


15, 16, & You cannot doubt the event, 
who know my attributes, and 


the regard I have for your city 
and nation: that I am the foun- 
der of your ſtate, the author of 
your holy religion, and your 
ſupreme governor: thus ſaith 
the mighty JEenovan, who cauſ- 
ed the waters of the Red Sea to 
divide and ſtand in heaps, for 
his people's wonderous paſſage 
through them dry-ſhod ; who 
ſuffered the chariot and horſe to 


purſue them to their own entire 


overthrow : as happened to the 
petriſied Pharaoh with his great 


A PAR APHRAS E on the 
Sgr. 58. bring them wealth from abroad 


15. Iam the Lord, 
your holy One, the 
creator of Iſrael, 
your king. 

16. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, which maketh 
a way in the ſea, ind 
a path in the mighty 
Waters. 

17. Which bring- 
eth forth the chariot 
and horſe, the army 
and the power : 
ſhall lic down toge- 
ther, they ſhall not 
riſe: they are ex- 
tint, they are 
quenched as tow. 


and formidable army, ſo ſhall it 


be done to your tyrannical and 


cruel oppreſſors: they were ir- 
recoverably deſtroyed, ſuddenly 
overwhelmed, and extinguiſhed 
as tow or flax; inſtantly quench- 
ed as a dying taper, or ſnuff of 
a candle, in the returning wa- 
ters of the briny deep. 

Have you not been accuſtom- 
ed to eſteem that redemption of 
your anceſtors as wonderful? 


nevertheleſs, it will ſcarce be 


thought memorable in comparir 
ſon 


x Remember, &c. Flow far the Redemption from Babylon 


18. x Remember 


ye not the former 
things, neither con- 
ſider the things of 
old ? 


tranſcended, in wonderful circumſtances, that from Egypt, the 
prophet Jeremiah clearly ſhews, chap. xvi. 14and 15, 


5 
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he 


19. Behald I will 
do anew thing: now 
ir ſhall ſpring forth, 
ſhall ye not know it? 
I will make a way in 
the wilderneſs, and 
rivers in the deſart. 


20. The beaſt of 
the field ſhall honour 
me, the dragons and 
the owls ; becauſe I 
give waters in the 
wilderneſs, and ri- 
vers 1n the deſart, to 
give drink to my 
people, my chofen. 


21. This people 
have I formed for 
myſelf, they ſhall 


bew forth my praiſe, 


Book of I$a1an. 


fon with your deliverance, by SzCT.58. 


means of an heathen prince, from 
your 'Babyloniſh captivity. 5 

This laſt interpoſition ſhall, in 19 
its circumſtances, be ſingular, 
novel, and unparalelled: though 
not immediately, yet it ſhall cer- 
tainly happen, neither ſhall you 


be able to conſider it in any 


other point of view, than as an 
accompliſhment of what had 
been foretold : your forefathers 
wandered forty years. in a path- 
leis and inhoſpitable wildernefs, 
but you ſhall be accommodated 
with a plain way and ſafe paſ- 
ſage; and with plenty of re- 
treſhing ſtreams in the barreneſt 
deſarts. | 
My favours ſhall moreover be 20 

extenſive and univerſal benefits, 
whereof brutes, dragons, and 
owls ſhall be, partakers; and in 
their renewed vigour, all that 1s 
in their power ae. my 
goodneſs and bounty: inaſmuch 
as I make ſuch ample and libe- 
ral proviſion of element in the 
barren wilderneſs, and currents 
to reſtore freſh ſpirits to my ſe- 
le& people, after their fatiguing 
journeys in a dry and ſandy de- 
ſart. | 

It is not abſolutely for the ex- 21 
alted merit of their uncommon 
virtue and piety, that I vouch- 
ſafe them theſe * diſtinguiſhing 
"4 4 favours; 


— 
Iſa. xliii. 


Þ» 
1» 
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3 
Mex. nation, and preſcribed laws to 


22, 23, 


A PARAPHRASE 0N 
SECT.58. favours ; but for my own glory, 


that I have formed them into a 


them, that they might diffuſe 
the light of true knowledge; and 
I retain a people, whilſt the 
world in gencral is ſunk into the 


groſſeſt idolatry, who profeſs 


true religion, and to my honour 


as the moſt high God, do cele- 
brate my praiſcs. | 
A correſpondence in their ac- 


& 24tjons and Characters with theſe 


my deſigns, «ould have prevent- 


ed them from ever being carried 
captives into a foreign land: O 
ve progeny of faithful Jacob, ye 


have not paid me the moſt ac- 


ceptable homage of upright 


TS 
good hearts, and regular virtu- 


ous lives: O ye deſcendants 
of righteous I/rael, ye have 
reckoned my ſervice an heavy 
and intolerable burden. It has 
not been to my altar, but to the 
unhallowed ſhrines of your fa- 
vourite idols that you have 
brought your richeſt offe ings ; 
neither have your ſacrifices been 
preſented in ſuch a manner, and 
with ſuch intentions, as to do 
me honour; or accompanied 
with ſuch a regular tenour of be- 
haviour that I could accept them. 
Aus to the oblations that I have 
reauired, they were not ſo mul- 
tiplied, ror ſo expenſive, that 

you 


the 


22. But thou haſt 
not called upon me, 


O Facob, but thou 


haſt been weary of 
me, O Ifrael. 

23. Thou haſt not 
brought me the ſmall 
cattle of thy burnt- 
offering, neither haſt 


thou honoured me 


with thy facrifices. I 
have not cauſed thee 
to ferve with an of- 
fering, nor wearied 
thee with incenfe. 

24. Thou haſt 
bought me no ſweet 
cane with money, 
neither haſt thou fil- 
led me with the fat 
of thy ſacrifices : but 
thou haſt made me 
to ſerve with thy fins, 
thou haſt wearied me 
with thine iniqui- 
ties. 


them on thoſe accounts : | 

rather, might you have done it 22, 23, & 

to thoſe beſtowed on your ima- 24 

ges, which have been both the 

moſt numerous and the moſt 
coſtly: you have not purchaſed 
from a far country, at a great 
price, the ſweet cane for making 
the precious ointment, or odori- 
ferous incenſe of my worſhip: 
neither have you fatiated me 
with the abundance of fat in 

your ſacrifices. I have not im- 

poſed on you heavy burdens ; 

but you have cauſed me to ſerve 
with your impieties and immo- 

ralities, in pain and grief, as a 

ſlave to the rigorous commands 

of the hardeſt and moſt cruel 
taſlæ-maſter: the meaneſt vaſſal 
was never more weary to endure 
his intolerable ſervitude, under 

the moſt ſavage tyrant, than I 

have been with your tranſgreſ- 

| ſions and abominations. 

25. I, even], am You have, therefore, no pre- 2; 
he that Plotteth out tence that you deſerve lenity or 
thy tranſgreſſion for | 
mine own ſake, and INErcy at my hand: neverthe- 
will not y remember leſs, owing to my own boundleſs 
thy fins. | good- 


y Remember, a Scriptural expreſſion of accommodation to th 
manners and infirmities of human nature. Thus when the Al- 
mighty remits fin, there are ſuppoſed to be no more tokens of 
his diſpleaſure remaining, than there are of reſentment in man, 
who has erazed it from his memory that he had been 

| f N ; us 
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98 A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT.58. goadneſs, if you will now be 
IA perſuaded to amend your evil 
| 25 Ways, and return to the obe- 
dience of my laws, I am truly 
inclined, as if I had cancelled 
or forgotten them, moſt freely to 
forgive your paſt offences: 
on my acaunt I would do 0 
this, and eſteem it as redound- 
ing to the honour of my name, 
that not a ſingle mark remains 
in your circumſtances, as if I 
retained any remembrance of the 
cuil of your doings. 5 
26 But if my charges are con- 26. Put me in re- 
troverted, and remiſſion and ſal- membrance : let us 
vation claimed as your right : . e 
ſpeak what you really think, mayeſt be juſtifies. 
remind me what is juſtice in 5 
your caſe; and let the affair be 
maturely conſidered, that you 
may not be pardoned, but 
honourably acquitted or vindi- 
cated. 1 5 
2) Poſſibly you may glory in 26. Thy firit fa. 
your genealogy, and promiſe _ _— OO. "og 
yourſelves extraordinary favours ine Fe 
for the eminent virtues of your me. as 
worthy anceſtors : facts, alas 
invalidate this plea : their good 
qualities, had they ever ſo ma- 


ny, 
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Thus Heredotus obſerves of Olavus, a general of Darius's army; 
that though be kept the king's orders in mind, yet he forgot 
them; that is, he neglected to obey as if he had forgotten 
them. Hierod. I. iii. p. 219. 
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ny, were their own, not yours; Szcr.5% 
but they had alſo bad ones, and n 
were really great offenders, 27 28 
Teachers, prieſts, and prophets, 
w]io ſhould have been examples, 
have not behaved much better 
than you yourſelves have done. 
28, Therefore I So prevailing a degeneracy, 29 
ins pofanod, he and univerſal difÞlurion oF men. 
wary, and have given ners, will prove to be the pro- 
Jacih to the curſe, lific cauſe. why your kings and 
and Iſrael to re- princes ſhall have no more re- 
e, gard ſhone them, than the mean- 
| eſt peaſant, or loweſt orders of 
the people: and that the {- 
raelites, in the ruin and defola- 
tion that have juſtly befallen 


— 
2 


* 
U 


a them, ſhall be expoſed as a moſt 
execrable generation, and out- 
caſts of mankind, to all man- 

ner of reproaches and indigni- 
ties. e 
5 
: 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


CHAP. XLIV. SECT. L. 


Expreſſions of goodneſs and tenderneſs in God to the pe- 
culiar people. Promiſes made to them certain to be 
accompliſhed. Hotaries of idols witneſſes againſd 
themſelves, of their own folly and ſtupidity. 


Re SEE —— 3 - 2 
— ... ̃—[— on EE : 
. 2 — 7 - — — 


| Is A. xhv. 1 & 2. 5 Ba. ale. 1 & 2. 
R 1 | now hear, | 
SECT. 59. 4 on ove: de P 9 Ty 21 that O Fac, my 
La | 1 you reclaimed, you feryant, and Iſrael, 


1 liv. need not defpair of relief from whom I have choſen. 
& 2 your preſent ſufferings, you are 2. Thus faith the 


: . Lord that made thee, 
favoured, O ye children of 2 and formed thee from 


rael, with the following declara- the womb, which will 

tion. Thus faith the Almighty help thee, fear not, 

Lord, from whom you origi- © Faccb, my fervant, 

nate, who, in your earlieſt and = 1 
maſt helpleſs infancy, faſhioned 825 

every member of your frail ba- 

dies, you are his property, he is 
your preſerver; and it is his ex- | 
preſs command, ſaying, Let not | 
your fpirits fink through any 

deſponding fears, you are the 

offspring of Jacob, the ſelect race 

of Jeſſurun: I call you ſtill my 

ſervants, and will appoint you 

no offices that I will not enable 

you ta perform. 

3 In your painful reflection on z. For J will pour 
the unpromiſing ſtate of your water upon him that 
perplexed affairs, every thing „ pic and floods 

| . pon the dry ground: 
about you may ſeem as it were I ill pour my fpirit 
dead, and no more to afford ſigns upon thy feed, and 


of an end of, than any ſatisfac- my bleſſing upon 
tion thy offspring. 
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tion from a tedious ſervitude in Sr or 59. 


a foreign land: like the arid 


and ſickly herbs, they ſerve to 


4. And they ſhall 
ſpring up as among 
the graſs, as willows 
by the water- courſes. 


5, One ſhall ſay, 
I am the Lord's, and 
another ſhall call 
himſelf by the name 
of Jacob: and an- 
other ſhall ſubſcribe 
with his hand unto 
the Lord, #1 2 
name himſelf by the 
name of e . 


6. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, the king of 
e, and his re- 

eemer the Lord of 
hoſts, I am the firſt, 
and I am the laſt, and 
beſides me there is no 


and parched ground of a barren. 
wilderneſs, it wears a brown and 
withered aſpect ; yet as floods to 
the dry and duſty ſoil, or plenti- 
ful ſhowers to decayed plants 


renew their vigour and faded 
verdure; ſo ſhall the efficacious 
influences of my power and 
goodneſs, reſtore you and your 
offspring to a ſtate of ſafety, 
ſplendour, and proſperity. 


They ſhall multiply, grow up4 


in ſtrength and beauty, and a- 


bundantly flouriſh as to all de- 


ſirable advantages, as trees in the 
richeſt graſs land, or willows in 
meadows on the fertile banks of 
ſome running ſtream. 


Though they be, compara- 5 
tively ſpeaking, at their return 


from Babylon, but few in number, 
yet by ſwift degrees they ſhall 
ſurprizingly increaſe; and ſtran- 


gers from different quarters ſhall 


unite themſelves with the child- 
ren of Jfae!, renouncing idola- 
try they ſhall profeſs true reli- 
gion, and worſhip and ſerve him 
who liveth and reigneth for ever. 


From my immutable pertec- 


tion, my relative character, and 
moral rectitude, they may be aſ- 


ſured of the performance of my 


promiſes ; for thus ſaith* the 
Lord 


— 
A. xliv. 
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La. xl iv. 


4 PARA RNA E on the 
Sgr. 59. Lord and king of Iſrael, their 


mighty ſaviour and preſerver, 


gthe governor of the univerſe, 


Tis I that ſtand engaged who 
am independent and eternal, un- 
created and ſelf-exiſtent, ſuper- 
intendent over all things to the 
laſt periods of time, and ſhall be 
the ſame after they are all ended: 
there is no God beſides, or that 
can be compared with me. 


7 This has been demonſtrated 


by my predictions, for who, 
but I myſelf, has the determi- 
nate knowledge of future events 


exactly as they ſhall happen, 
and can relate the whole ſeries, 
with all the circumſtances of 


time and place, that have attend- 
ed them ever ſince I appointed 


the ſeed of Arabam to be my 
_ peculiar people? what things 


Hall be | 
later, let their idols, if they can, 
diſcover to them. 

8 When your heathen enemies 
fall prevail, that you are carried 


ereafter, ſooner or 


captive into a land that abounds 


with idols, and their pompaus 
temples, you may be in danger 


of having your fears awakened 


with the ſhow of figures and 


group of ſolemn fooleries; * 


2 Fear ye, Sc. Diodat. interprets, free 
bond of ſuperſtition, xhich is but a vain and anxious fear of a 
falſe deity. 


7. And who, asT[ 
ſhall call, and ſhall 
declare it, and ſet it 
up in order for me, 
ſince I appointed the 
ancient people ? and 
the things that ere 
coming, and ſhall 
come ? Let them ſhew 
unto them. 


8. 2 Fear ye not, 
neither be afraid: 
have not I told thee 
from that time, and 
have declared it? ye 
areevenmywitneſles. 
Is there a God beſides 
me? yea there is no 
God, I know not any. 


yourſelves Fo the 


28 J 
ſhall 
et it 
me, 
| the 
and 

are 
hall 
hew 


g. They that make 
a praven Image, are 
all of them vanity, 
and their a delectable 
things ſhall not pro- 
fit, and they are their 
own witneſſes, they 
fee not, nor know; 


that they may be 


aſhamed. 


te. Who hath 

formed agod ,or mol- 
ten a graven 1 
that is profitable for 
nothing ? 
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be not at all diſmayed with them: Sz c7.59* 
have I not foretold what ſhould 
happen in all the ſucceſſive ages g pg 
ſince Tentered intocovenant with 
your nation? I may therefore 
appeal to you as my evidences in 


theſe matters. Is there a God 


beſides me? certainly there is 


not; I know not any, therefore 


there cannot poſſibly be any. 


They who contrive, and after o 
the moſt curious manner form 
and carve an idol, make an in- 
ſignificant vain and fooliſh thing; 
and how richly ſoever they may 
adorn or ſolemnly adore the de- 
lectable trifle, they can reap 


from it no benefit; and they 


themſelves are witneſſes to their 
own ſhame and confuſion, be- 
cauſe they cannot but know that 
theſe handicraft divinities have 
neither eyes to ſee, nor under- 
ſtanding to perceive, nor power 
to recompence any homage that 
is offered, or regard ſhewed 
them. | 
They mult be inſenſible to all 10 
motives of intereſt, and ſurely 
deſtitute of all reflection and 
conſideration, who undertake to 
form a God; and are at the 
trouble and expence to make a 
graven 


Delectable, fo called becauſe idolatry is a kind of ſpiritual 
eoncupiſcence, impure and diſordered love, like fornication or 


adultery. Diodat. in Lec. 


A PARAPHBEASE on te 


szer. 59. graven image, that they are ſa- 
tisſied before hand cannot be of 
the leaſt advantage. 

All concerned in carry ing on 
ſo groſs an abſurdity, ſo fatal a 
deception muſt neceſſarily be 
aſhamed; even thoſe artificers 
who are no more than men, yet 
will undertake to make a God: 
let them be united in one collec- 

tive body, and with the utmoſt 


11. Behold all bis 
fellows ſhall be a- 
ſhamed: and the 
workmen they are of 
men : let them all 
be gathered eber 
let them ſtand u 
yet they ſhall ay 
and they ſhall be a- 
ſhamed together. 


combined force of all their ſtrong- 


eſt arguments defend their idols, 
yet they are utterly unable to do 
it: if reaſon ever reſume its 
place, conſcience awaken with 
its alarms, or the great and bleſſed 
God enter into judgment, they 
will be filled with trembling hor- 
rors, and in the greateſt diſorder 
and confuſion. 

The flagrant ſtupidity may 
ſtill further appear from inſtanc- 
ing in particulars: thus the ſmith 
faſtens it in his tongs, and ope- 
rates the ſhapeleſs maſs of inert 
frequently turning it in 
the coals to give the whole an 
equal degree of heat; 
it into a certain form with the 
reiterated ſtrokes of the ſound- 
he exerts all his 
ſtrength, and is ſo intent upon 
the important labour of making 
an ido], that he hardly affords 
himſelf time for taking due ſuſ- 
which the true God 
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12. The ſmith with 
the tongs both work- 
eth in the coals, and 
faſhioneth it with 
hammers, and work- 
eth itwith the ſtrength 
of his arms: yea, he 
is hungry, and his 
firength faileth ; he 
drinketh no water, 
and is faint. 
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provides, for it is out of the SEOr. 59. 


power of that ſpurious divinity, 


13. The carpenter 


tretcheth out his rule, 
he marketh 1t out with 
line: he fitteth it 
with planes, and he 
marketh it out with b a 
compaſs, and maketh 
it after the figure of 
4 man, according to 
the beauty of a man: 
that it may remain in 
the houſe, 


14. He © heweth 
tin down cedars, 
and taketh the cy- 
prus and the oak, 
which he ftrength- 

eneth 


upon which he beſtows ſo much 12 
pains. 

The carpenter's exacteſt care 13 
reſpecting the length and breadth, 
the ſhape and poliſh of his wood- 


en divinity is alſo obſervable : 


he ftretcheth out his rule to give 
the ſacred timber proper dimen- 
ſions; he marketh it out with a 
line, that he may ſee what is to 
be cut off on each fide, duly to 
proportion every member, he 
ſmooths it with planes, and 
marks it out with a compaſs; 
at laſt he joins all the parts into 
a reſemblance of an human be- 
ing, of the utmoſt ſymmetry 
and beauty, dignity and majeſty, 
to be placed in ſome temple, or 
receive homage in ſome private 
chapel. | 
| Deſigning it to be conſecrated 14 
to theſe uſes and ſervices, he ex- 
erts his utmoſt vigour 1n cutting 
down the beſt timber the foreſt 
contains: 


d Compaſs, from an original ſignifying a pair of compaſſes, or 
iradlx expreſſive of drawing a circle, to encompaſs round about 
with bounds, Fob. xxvi. 10. That there were ſuch gods as are 
bove deſcribed, as well as of wood and ftone, ſee Dan. v. 4. 
Indeed the heathens had gods many and lords many : one ruled 


| ſupreme in heaven; another over the air and winds; a third 


over the ſea ; others had their reſpective provinces of earth and 
bell, Jehova is every where God, not circumſcribed in his 
preſence, not controuled in his operations. 
c He hew?th, &c. The marginal rendering is, and he taketh 
rage to himſelf among the trees 7 the foręſt, i. e. he is bold to 
You. 11 | | take 
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SE r. 50. contains: the full grown cedars, 
the ſpreading cypreſſes, and the 
188 
ſtouteſt oaks: to be hereafter 
employed for his convenience, 


he plantetli the aſh z and though 


it is intended to diſhonour him, 


the true and moſt bountiful God, 
nouriſhes and ſtrengthens it with 
his rains and dews from heaven, 
to its maturity and perfection. 
15, 16, Lo a degree of abſurdity and 
& 17jnfatuation that is almoſt incre- 
dible, do the votaries of idols 
further advance: they apply 
parts and branches of the trees 
they make cheir gods of, to the 
ordinary uſes of fuel to burn, 
and fires to warm them: the ar- 
tilicer himſelf conceives of no 
ſanctity in them, that he may 
not without ſcruple, appoint 
them to the loweſt offices, of 
heating his oven, baking his 
bread, and dreſſing his victuals; 
at the ſame time, that he proſ- 
trates himſelf in the humbleſt 
ſupplica tion for their ſupport 
and conduct : thereiore acknow- 
ledges 


eneth for himſelf a- 
mong the trees of 
the foreſt : he plant- 
eth an aſh, and the 
rain doth nouriſh it, 


15. Then ſhall it 


be for a man to burn: 


for he will take there- 
of and warm himſelf; 
yea, he kindleth it 
and baketh bread : 
yea, he maketh a 
god, and worthippeth 
71: he maketh a gra- 
ven image, and fal- 
leth down thereto, 

16, He burneth 
part thereof in the 
fre: with part there- 
of he eateth fleſh : 
he roaſteth roaſt and 
is ſatistied: yea, he 
warmeth himſelf, and 
ſaith, Aha, I am 
warm, I have ſeen 
the fire. 

17. And the reſi- 
due thereof he mak- 

cth 


take the faĩreſt trees, and uſe his utmoſt ſtrength in cutting them 
down. Thus Scripture ſo frequently and ſtrongly remonſtrates 

againk it to preſerve the Iſraelites from idolatry ; Lepreſents a 

creating power as a divine prerogative, and an abſolute domi- 
nion without rival or competitor, partner or coadjutor : there- 
fore the worſhip he claims from mankind as reſting UPON a molt 
ſolid foundation, Fer. v. 22. His glory he will not give to an- 


other, Jai. xlii. 8. xIvili. 11. 


J- 
of 
t- 
he 
fu 


eth a god, even his 
graven image; he 
talleth down unto it, 
and worthippeth it, 
and prayeth unto it, 
and ſaith, deliver me 
for thou art my god. 

18. They have not 
known nor under- 


food : for he hath. 


ſaut their eyes, that 
they cannot ſee ; and 
their hearts that they 
cannot underſtand. 
19. And none con- 
fidereth in his heart, 
neither 7s their know- 
ledge nor under- 
ſtanding to ſay, I 
have burnt part of it 
in the fire, yea, alſo 
have baked bread 
upon the coals there- 
of: I have roaſted 
fleſh and eaten it, 


and ſhall I make the 


reſidue thereof an a- 


abomination ? ſhall I 


fall down to the ſtock 
of a tree | 


20, He feedeth on 
aſhes, a deceived 
heart hath turned him 
ade, that he cannot 


deliver 
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ledges them as gods, elſe he SR or 59. 


would never pay them this ho- 
mage. | 


t is difficult to account for 8 & 19 


ſuch ſtupidity, that reaſon in 
human creatures ſhould be thus 
perverted, and as it were com- 
pelled to militate againſt 1tlelf ; 
and people confirm themſelves 
in the groſſeſt errors by reflec- 
tions and arguments that would 
diſcover their folly and incon- 
ſiſtency: nothing can place this 
ſenſeleſs affair in a ſtronger point 
of view for juſt ridicule, than 
their own practice: What, if all 


their faculties and intelligent 


powers were not perverted, could 
hinder but they would think 
with themſelves; I have applied 
part of this tree to the ordinary 
uſes of making fires, without 
perceiving the leaſt difference in 
the manner it has burned from 
common fuel; how abhorrent 
ought I then to reckon it, from 
all common ſenſe, to refer wha: 
is left to the execrable purpoles 
of making an idol? and proſ- 
trating myſelf to it, as if it was 


a God, which neither 1s nor can 


be any thing better than the ſtock 


of a tree? 
Hardly any expreſſions can?“ 


reach this horrid deception ; nor 


would the ſimple man more 
| 1 highly 


Iſa. xliv. 


108 


Iſa. xliv. 


20 


A PAR APH AS E on the 
SE Cr. 59. highly expoſe himſelf, who gra- deliver his ſoul, nor 


tified his craving hung 

eating aſhes that have in them 
no manner of nutrition, than the 
vile idolater does: there is no 
benefit, but great detriment and 
miſchief in that, from which, 
according to his miſtaken views 
of things, he promiſes himſelf 
ſupport and comfort: by a moſt 
fooliſh deluſion he 1s diverted 
from proſecuting the plain way 
of truth and virtue to fatisfac- 
tion and happineis ; neither can 
he extricate himſelf, and ſay, is 
not this a meer fiction, and no- 
thing like a God, which I hold, 
and fee, and feel in my right 


hand, 


ger with fay, 7s there not a lie 


in my right hand. 


CHAP 


nor 
lie 


\ P. 
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CHAP, XIV... SECT. LY 


Iſraelites to keep in remembrance, and by no means =: 
tate the ſordid and grovelling temper and bebavlour 
07 idolaters. Their paſt offences forgiven : their de- 
l:yerance in due ſeaſon io take place. Cyrus ap- 
"inted to be the inſirument, upon whom ſucceſs 
 fhnuld attend and immenſe wealth recompence. The 
deſtruction of Babylon juſt, but dreadful. 21 to the 
91 of the xlv. chapter. 


Is A. xliv. 21. 
Emember theſe, 
O Jacob and I. 
rael, for thou art m 
ſervant : Thave form- 
ed thee, thou art my 


ſervant, O Iſrael, 


tdhou ſhalt not be for- 


gotten of me. 


Is A. xliv. 21. 
OR the ſake of my hon- 
our and your benefit, I 
am greatly deſirous, faith the 
Lord, that you, my beloved 
people, may be effectually guard- 


ed againſt the fouleſt crime of a 


vile idolatry ; in order to this, 
when 1t ſhall be your unhappy 
fate to dwell in the midſt of this 


kind of worſhippers, do you 


who have been formed to my 
true knowledge and ſervice, re- 
collect and ſeriouſly conſider what 
account has been previouſly given 
you of their vanity and folly ; 
and that I have formed you inro 
a body politick, that you might 
be an holy nation, and exemplary 
for all inſtances of virtue and 
piety, neither will I be unmind- 
ful of you, 


As 


109 


SECT 60, 


— 
Iſa. xliv. 


21 


110 A PARAPHRASE on the 
22, I have blotted 


Sztcrt.6c, As to offences and tranſ- 8 
0 out as a thick cloud 
greſſions that are paſt, if 1 thy tranſgreſſions, 
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24, & 25 


bedient, they ſhall not, as a 
thick cloud, intercept betwixt 
you and my favour ; but the 
light of my countenance ſhining 
in its meridian beams of the ful- 


left luſtre ſhall diſperſe them: 
by an unfeigned repentance do- 


you return to the obſervance of 
my laws, then you need no more 
queftion your redemption than 
if it was already effected. 


23 As if I now beheld the great 


occaſion and extraordinary fa- 
vour, I invite all my fellow- 
creatures, with united hearts and 
voices, to celebrate God's praiſes; 
and O ye exalted heavens, let 
the muſic of the ſpheres im- 
prove the harmony; and thou 
earth, to thy loweſt center ſhout 
aloud for joy: break forth into 
raptures of thankſgiving, ye 
mountains; O foreſt, and every 
tree, wave your lofty heads in 


all acknowledgments, as if you 


O 


were pleaſingly affected that the 
Lord hath reſcued Jacob from 
bondage, and glorified his faith- 
fulneſs and goodneſs in the reſ- 
toration of 1/rael. 

Thus ſaith the Lord of the 
univerſe, and thy great deliverer, 
O Jacob, in all thy dangers who 
tormed ng into a nation or peo- 


ple: 


uy. FO for the future be willing and and 4s a cloud thy 


fins : return unto me, 
for I have redeemed 
thee, 


23. Sing, O ye 
heavens, forthe Lord 
hath done it: ſhout 
ye lower parts of the 
earth: break forth 
intoſinging ye moun- 
tains, O foreſt, and 
every tree therein: 
for the Lord hath re- 
deemed Jacob, and 
glorified himſelf in 
Iſrael. 


24. Thus ſaith the 
Lord thy redeemer, 
and he that formed 
thee from the womb, 
I am the Lord that 

maketh 


Book of Is8a1an, 111 
el maketh all things, ple: Jam the Almighty andSrcr.60. 


4 8 f 
ud that ſtretcheth forth Eternal Being who maketh and =>? 
8, the heavens alone, ha plan Iſa. xliv. 


by. tat ſpreadeth abroad Preſerveth all thi ings; 24 & 25 


ie, 


4 


the 
er, 
ned 
nb, 
hat 
eth 


we earth by myſclf : 
That frufirat- 


eth "be tokens of the 


liars, and maketh 


diviners mad, that 


turneth wiſe men 
backward, and mak- 
eth their knowledge 
fooliſh. 


26. That confirm- 
eth the word of his 
ſervant, and per- 
formeth the counſel 
of his meſſengers, 
that ſaith to Feruſa- 
lem, thou ſhalt be 
inhabited, and to the 
cities of Judah, ye 
ſhall be built, and I 


. will raiſe up the de- 


cayed places thereof. 


ned out the ſpacious heavens 
without any advice, and extend- 
ed far and wide the habitable 
earth without any aſſiſtance: that 
as famous as the Chaldean magi- 
clans are for their pred: ctions, 
and poſitive as to the ſigns of 
the times, do ſhew their groſs 


miſtakes and falſe tokens; though 
they rave like diſtracted men, He 


proveth that their divinations are 
not worthy to be regarded ; de- 
feateth the beſt concerted ſchemes 
of their ableſt ſtateſmen, and 
throweth on them ſhame and 
contuſion, as if they were the 
greateſt fools, who pretend to 
the deepeſt penetration, moſt 
perfect ſkill, or almoſt unerring 
wildom. 

It is the ſame Jznovan who 26 
eſtabliſheth, beyond all queſtion, 
the prophetic character and ve- 
racity of his faithful ſervants ; 
and punctually performeth their 
predictions concerning events he 
hath in his wiſdom and counſel 
determined to happen, and ſent 
them previouſly to diſcover : 
who declareth to Feruſalem, thou 
ſhalt be again reſtored and inha- 
bited by my people; to the diſ- 
mantled cities of Judab, ye ſhall 


be rebuilt for them to dwell in: 


I 4 | and 


112 A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT.60. and the ruinous and deſolate 
parts I will recover them to their 

* former ſtrength and ſplendour. 

27 Whoſe power is ſo abſolute, 27. That faith to 
that he can with infinite eaſe re- EP! 855 ny 2 
move whatever obſtructs his de- 3 MO 
ſigns: who by expreſſing only 
the ſingle word to the collected 
waters of the deep, be ary, and 
they ſhall inſtantly obey ; at 
my pleaſure alſo, ſays he, I will 
exhauſt the rivers, ſo that the 
towns and provinces they defend 
and environ, ſhall be ſpeedily 
ſurprized and deſtroyed. 

28 Who hath expreſly declared 28. That faith of 
with reſpect to Orus, ſaying, I 9 Zr; I te my 
have conſtitured him my ſhep- _ ” pd —__ 

: y plea- 
herd, and committed my flock fure, even ſaying to 
to his charge and care; what- Feraſalem, thou halt 
ever J have determined concern- be built; and to the 

ing their recovery, and Babylon's > 1 
S l tion ſhall be laid. 

ruin 


Iſa. xliv 
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a Cyrus, &c. Tcſephus reports that Cyrus, upon reading this 
propt cy, which Daniel is ſuppoſed to have acquainted him 
with, ty;med a re{clution to undertake the Babyloniſh expedi- 
tion: being delivered in ſuch expreſs terms ſo many years be- 
fore the event, ſome ſay 150, others 210, may naturally be 
ſuppoſed both to have encouraged this enterprizing prince, and 
greatly contributed to ſupport the diſtreſſed Fews towards the 
end of their long captivity. Some underſtand the foregoing 
verſe of the Red Sea, and of Fordan ; but it moſt probably re- 
fers tothe manner in which Babylon was taken, viz. by drawing 
«way the waters of the Euphrates in ſeveral channels he had dig- 
gel fur that purpoſe, that ſo his army might paſs over, and ſur- 
prize and ſtorm the city. However, it muſt be confeſſed ex- 
cecding ftrange, that an heathen prince, ſuch as Cyrus was, 
{rould credit any prophecy they had to produce, fo as to ſhew 
ſuch concern far theſe poor captives : to have them returned, to 
reſtore them the rich veſſels of the temple, and to furniſh them 
with accommodations for their journey. 
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Bock of I8a1an. 113 
ruin he ſhall execute: to thatSE or. 6 
degree of exactneſs, as ſaying to —o— 

. 8 a. xliv. 
Feruſalem, which at that time 28 
mall be in a ſtate of deſolation, 
thou ſhalt be rebuilt and become 
again a populous and flouriſhing 
city : and to the temple for my 
worſhip and ſervice, thy foun- 
dations ſhall be laid. | 


„„ OOIEE 


ISA xtv; tx; 
1108 ſaith the 
Lord to his, a- 
nointed, to Cyrus, 
whoſe right hand 1 
have holden, to ſub- 
duc nations before 
him ; and I will looſe 
the loins of kings to 
open before him the 
two-leaved gates, and 
tde gates ſhall not be 
ſhut, 


2. I will go be- 


tore thee, and make 
the crooked places 
firaipht: 1 willbreak 

in 


Ba 31V;. 1, 
HIS is the certain language SE r. 50. 
of the Lord IEHOVAU, thge 

ſame as if he had formally a- _ ws 
nointed him, to Cyrus, in the 
courſe of my providence, I have 

raiſed him up to be king of Per- 

fa and Babylon; have dutermin- 

ed to animate and ſucceed him 

in a ſeries of very intereſting 
enterprizes, and afford him an 

ealy conqueſt over nations that 
oppoſe the utmoſt rapidity of his 
marches : the progreis of his 

arms ſhall ſtrike terror into the 
minds of princes, that they ſhall 
become weak and faint-heartetl : 

open the gates of their fortified 
towns, even the ſtrongeſt, ſer im- 
mediately wide open and ſurren- 

der the citadels. | 

My conitant protection and 2 

animating preſence accompany- 

ing thee, O mighty monarch, 


ſhall 


114 A PAR APHR ASE on the 
SECT. GO. hall remove all difficulties in 
5 56 the way of thy victorics triumphs 

4. X and glory: winding crooked 


in pieces the gates of 
braſs, and cut in ſun- 
der the bars of iron, 


roads ſhall be made direct and 
plain, and all obſtructions from 
nature or art give way : the 


| brazen gates I will break in 


pieces, and the bars of iron cut 
aſunder. 

An immenſe weight of riches 
ſhall moreover attend thy cheap- 
eſt conqueſts; treaſures the 
frighted inhabitants have buried 
in caverns under ground, or 
hidden in ſecret places, ſhall fall 
into thy hands: the great end 
whereof ſhould never be forgot- 
ten, namely, that thou mayeſt 
thankfully acknowledge me, who 
have foretold all theſe things, to 
be the only living and true God; 
and the children of Hrael my pe- 


culiar people. 


4 It is principally on their ac- 
count, and that thou mayeſt de- 


liver them, who are my ſervants, 
from the tedious ſufferings of a 
crue] bondage, that I have ex- 


preſly mentioned thy name; O 


king Cyrus, and denominated 
thee, though thou haſt been edu- 
cated among heathens, and not 

acquainted 


3. And! will give 
thee the e treaſures of 
darkneſs, and hid- 
den riches of ſecret 
places, that thou may- 
eſt know that I the 
Lord which call thee 
by thy name, am the 


God of Iſrael. 


4. For Facch my 
ſervant's ſake, and 
Iſrael mine elect, 1 


have even called thee 


by thy name: I have | 


ſurnamed thee, tho 
thou haſt not known 
me, 


e Treaſures, &c. This was doubtleſs verified by ſeveral na- 
tions in the rapid courſe of Cyrus's ſucceſſes; perhaps in none 


more remarkably than the inſtance of Cræſus, king of Lydia, 


whom this victorious prince ſubdued, and who is reported to 


have poſſeſſed immenſe riches. 
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S of 
ſun- 
n. 


give 
s of 
hid- 
Cret 
WAY 
the 
thee 
the 


my 
and 
N. 
thee 


Jave _ 


tho 
own 


F to 


5. 1 am the Lord, 
and there is none 
elſe, there is no God 
belides me; I girded 
thee, though thou 

hit not known me. 

6. That they may 
know from the riſing 
of the ſun, and from 
the weit, that there 7s 
none beſides me, I 
am the Lord, and 
there is none elſe, 


7. I form the light 
and create darkneſs : 
make peace, and 
create evil: - I the 
Lord do all theſe 


things, 


thee: 


Bock of ISAIAH, 


acquainted with the incompara- SECT, Go. 
ble truths of holy writ, my ſhep- 


herd and mine einde 


The exiſtence I am poſſeſſed 5 & 6 


of is neceſſary, my attributes im- 
mutable and eternal, my great- 
neſs unrivalled and fupreme : 
there is not another being in the 
univerſe that can pretend to the 
leaſt ſhadow of a genuine and 
true divinity : thou waſt at that 
timealtogether unapprized whoſe 
deſigns thou waſt to accompliſh, 
and who animated and ſucceeded 
yet it was truly I myſelf, 
who formed thee with a ſuperior 
ſkill for military achievements, 
and inſpired thee with an invin- 
cible ardour, that it may be 
tully underſtood, all the world 
over, that whatever thou haſt 
performed is, in reality, that 
which J have effected: and that 
there is none beſides me that has 
peerleſs power, and an abſolute 
ſupremacy of all poſſible per- 
fection. 
The deliverance of the Jeus7 
may be further conſidered as a 
ftanding teſtimony of my univer- 
ſal juriſdiction : the ſucceſſions 
of day and night exactly correſ- 
pond to my formation and di- 
rection of thoſe natural events: 
the ſame are thoſe various inter- 


changing circumſtances of proſ- 


perity or adverſity that happen 
to 


116 


Iſa. x 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sgcr.60.ta individuals or communities 


i here below, it is not abſolutely 


at any man' 's option whether he 


mal kill or ſave, bur it is I the 


Lord who am judge over all the 
earth, and do recompence mor- 
tals according to the tenour of 
their actions; ſhew favour to 
my ſincere ſervants, and diſplea- 
ſure againft their enemies and 
perſecutors ; my directing and 
over-ruling hand is in all theſe 
aftairs. 


2 By my ſovereign order it is, O 


ye heavens, that from on high 
ye water the earth, and drop 


down fatneſs; it is in conſe- 


quence of my ſaying, let it be ſo, 
that the ground produces plenty 
of corn and fruit; from my com- 
mand alſo it ſhall be as if whole 
ſhowers thereof were rained down, 

or abundance ſprung out of the 
earth that my righteouſneſs and 
goodneſs ſhall be aiſplayed in my 
peoples lalvation; you may reckon 
this impoſſible in your condition 


of wretchedneſs; nevertheleſs 


it ſhall aſſuredly happen, my pro- 
miſe is moſt faithful, my power 
is an all-ſufficient ſanction 


8. Drop down, ye 
heavens, from above, 
and let the ſkies pour 
down righteouſneſs. 
let the earth open, 
and let them bring 
forth ſalvation, and 
let righteouſneſs 
ſpring up together : 
I the Lord have creat- 
ed it. 


n. 


Book of IS AIAR. 


CHAP: Mv. SECT. 1 


Oppoſition to the Almighty, or diſſatisfaction with his 
diſpenſations, the height of folly and impiety. Cyrus 
appointed to deliver the Jews, and to accommodate 


them from the tribute of other nations. 


Taolaters to 


be puniſhed. He would not be unmindful of his peo- 
ple, who had provided the earth to be an habitation 
for all mankind. His promiſes a full ſecurity for 


whatever they imply. 


their idols, 


Ifa. xlv. g. 
O unto him 
that ſtriveth 
with his Maker : let 
the pot-ſherd rive 
with the pot-ſherds 


of the earth: ſhall 


the clay ſay to him 
that faſhioneth it, 
what makeſt thou ? 
or thy work, He 
hath no hands, 


Ila. xlv. 9. 


Heathens challenged to defend 
Salvation only from God. 9 to tbe end. 
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H E univerſe is God's SRS. St. 
creature, ſuſtained by his Cw 
power, and over-ruled to ſerve Iſa. xlv. 


his purpoſes, therefore to thwart? 


his deſigns or repine at his allot- 
ments, mult be equally fooliſh, 
wicked and dangerous; ſome- 
thing plauſible may be urged for 
a debate betwixt one pot-ſheard 
and another; and ſome view 
from a competition, becauſe both 
are alike pot-ſheards of the 
earth; but what could be fo ab- 
ſurd and extravagant, as for the 
clay to exact an account of the 
potter for undertaking ſuch a 
work as it is made to be; or 
cenſure his performance as rude 
and ſhapeleſs; infinitely more 


__ unrealonable and abſurd are all 


mortal man's arguings 'with his 
Almighty Maker, ' reſpecting his 
| diſpen- 
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- A PARAPHRASE on the 


Szcr.61.diſpenſations, from whom he 
LS hath rece:ved, not only his fa- 
Ifa. xlv. 
ſhion, bur his very being with 
all its ſupports and accommoda- 
tions. 


10 All would moſt juſtly cenſure 


and heavily condemn the per- 
verſe and worſe than brutiſh 
child, who thould attack his pa- 
rents with ſuch inſolent queries 
as follow: to expole his father, 
what a worthleſs nature halt thou 


propagated ? and to deride his 


mother, what a deſpicable frame 
and conſtitution have I derived 
from thy child- bearing pangs 

and throws? 
rr, r2, & Thus ſaith the Supreme Be- 
13 ing, Iſracl's Governor, and his 
Almighty Maker, Your great 
buſineſs, O my people, inſtead 


of uttering complaints or taking 


indirect methods in your afflicted 


ſtate, is to make application to 
me for knowledge and guidance 
as to future iſſues; who am ſo 
much concerned for your 


welfare, that you could not but 


receive ſomethinꝑ for anſwer, that 
would contribute to ſupport your 
ſpirits, or better your condition; 
I never need to be preſcribed to, 
there 1s no danger but I ſhall or- 
der, inſpect, and over-rule for 
the beſt; I am, doubtleſs, ade- 
quate to all purpoſes of admi- 
niſtering affairs: to imagine the 
contrary 


o. Wo unto him 
that ſaith unto his fa- 
ther, What begetteſt 
thou? Or to the wo- 
man, What bait thou 
brought forth? 


Thus faith the 
"Pry the holy One 
of Erne, and his 
maker, Aſk me of 
things to come con- 
cerning my ſons, and 
concerning the work 
of my hands com- 
mand me. 

12. 1 have made 
the earth, and created 
man upon it: I even 
my hands have 
ſtretched out the hea- 
vens and all their 
hoſt have I command- 
ed. 

13. I have raiſed 
him up in righteouſ- 
neſs, and I will di- 
rect all his ways: he 
ſhall build my city, 
and he ſhall let go my 
captives, not for 
price, or reward, 


ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 


Book of IS AIAR. — 
contrary would be the height of SS r. 6 
folly and impiety; becauſe the 

: Iſa. xlv. 

earth is my undoubted forma- 11, 12, 
tion; and the whole human race & 13 
that inhabit it, are mine intelli- 
gent offspring, and my conſtant 


n Ss "7? 

155 | charge: the wide extended hea- 4 

A vens were produced by my Al- = 

© mighty power; and it is my * 
high command, whereby their Mi 
order and ſtations, uſes and in- 1 
fluences are directed: I have "i 
raiſed the Per/ian monarch Cyrus Fl, / 
to engage in the juſt and equal Wo 

enterprize of reſcuing my people 1 

from ſlavery : and will facilitate N 
and ſucceed his deſigns and en- Kal 

1e deavours to effect it: he ſhall | _ 

je appoint my city Feruſalem to be \ 4 

ye rebuilt, and out of his royal 1 

* bounty ſhall contribute toward b 

id the expence; it is a part of [ 

k | 5 the ſcheme of my providence, ml 

# ſaith the world's Great Ruler, E 

10 that he ſhall reſtore liberty to „ 

d | my people without expecting 5 

4 any ranſom. | ul 

- 14. Thus faich the Tr is added in the expreſs 14 val 

ir _ the . ee ve words of the Univerſal Poten- "i 

1 der Eil iopia, and tate, as a requital, O king Cyrus, 

q of the Sabeans, men for this thy generous kindneſs, 

2 of ſtature OR and as a reſource for all emer- 

i- they _ begs = 8 of ſtate, the 8 which 

e they ſhall come after the Egyptians obtain by their 

i thee, in chains they manufactures ; and the Ethiopi- 

5 8 — 0 ans by their merchandiſe, with 

E mio thee, they thell the riches of the almoſt gigantic . 


make Sabeans , 


120 


Iſa. xlv. 


16 


14 
by following thy chariot, they 


5 Do 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sgcr.6r. Sabeans, ſhall be brought into 


thy treaſury: the peo; le them- 
ſelves ſhall be ſubducd, ſo as to 
become thy vaſſals; as captives 


ſhall grace thy triumphs, and 
with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion, im- 
plore thy tavour: freely ac- 


Eknowledging, that thy ſupporter 


is the Almighty and Supreme 
Being: and that no one elſe 
could crown a fallible mortal, 
in all his enterprizes, with ſuch 
proſperity and glory. 

you patiently wait, O 
children of 1/rael, and never be 
in the leaſt deſpirited by preſent 


_ appearances or ſeeming delays : 


unnumbered are the expedients 
whereby an infinite Being can 
afford you relief : his counſels 


and deſigns ate hidden in fuch 
mazes of imp enetrable obſcurity, 


as eaſily to allude all human en- 
quiries: to day your enemies re- 
joice, and you mourn; before 
the dawn of to-morrow's light, 
your redemption may be effect- 
ed, and Cyrus without knowing 
who directs or aſſiſts him, pro- 
claim your liberty. 

As to the Babylonians who have 
no other dependance than the 
gods their hands have made, they 
may ſeem abſolute in power, and 
their proſperity likely to be per- 

petual ; 


confounded 


make ſupplication 
unto thee, ſaying, 
ſurely Tod is in thee, 
and there is none elle, 
there i: no God. 


15. Verily, thou 
art a God that hideſt 


thyſelf; O God of 


Ifrael the ſaviour. 


16. They ſhall be 
aſhamed and alſo 


them: they ſhail go 
to confuſion together, 
that 


all of 


* 


f 


that are makers of 
f idols. 


17. But Iſrael ſhall 
be ſaved in the Lord 
with an everlaſting 
ſalvation: yeſhallnot 
be aſhamed nor con- 


founded world with- 


out end. 


18. For thus ſaith 
the Lord that created 
the heavens, God 
himſelf that formed 
the earth and made it, 
he hath eſtabliſhed it, 
he created it not in 
vatn, he formed it to 

be 
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petual; yet their day is coming, 
their compleat end very near, and 
all their hopes from ſuch vanities 
to iſſue in an univerſal diſap- 
pointment, confuſion and diſ- 
traction. 
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— 
Iſa. xlv. 


16 


Totally different is the real 1) 


caſe of the children of Tae, 
who truly hope in Gop, and 
moſt humbly and ſincerely ſerve 
him ; at that ſeaſon and by thoſe 
means that he appoints they may 
aſſure themſelves of deliverance, 
ſafety, and the greateſt laſting 


happineſs; O my beloved peo- 


ple, diſmiſs your unreaſonable 


fears, let all your groundleſs 


murmurs be huſht and die into 
the profoundeſt filence; you rely 
upon one whole attributes are 
adequate to the utmoſt of your 
wiſhes, neither ſhall you ever 
have occaſion to repent of the 
moſt unreſerved and entire con- 
fidence. 


You have moreover his ex- 18 


preſs promiſe, who hath made 
proviſion of habitations on this 
earth for all mankind, therefore 
muſt have reſerved a place of 
ſettled reſt for his children and 


faithful 


f Idols, An idol is ſaid to be nothing, the meaning of which 
is, that it has no virtue or power : for idols were repreſentations 
of real and viſible beings, ſuch as the ſun, moon, and ſtars, 
with other creatures which the Pagans had deified, or imagined, 
the ſeveral planets to be habitations of the gods. 
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A PARAPHR AS E on 


the 


Sgr. 6l, faithful ſervants ; for thus ſaith be inhabited, I am 


— the Almi 


Iſa. xlv 


olity and Eternal Lord, 


18 who created the heavens, the 


Great and Independant God, who 
contrived and produced theearth; 
hath founded it on a firm and 
immoveable baſis, with views 
worthy of himſelf, his ſovereign 


flat called it into exiſtence, and 


certainly deſigned and prepared 


it for human beings, its princi- 


pal inhabitants to conſider as 
their dwelling place; thus hath 
he ſaid, whoſe wonderful works 
are every where conſpicuous that 
declare his glorious attributes; 
Jam the ſelf exiſtent and ſu- 
preme JEHOv AH, there is not a- 


nother beſides myſelf in the 


whole univerſe. 


19 Though I may ſeem to hide 


myſelf, and conceal my intentions 
in the difpenſations of my provi- 
dence, which are not clearly re- 


vealed before it is proper they 


ſhould be known; yet in every 
thing that is of the laſt impor- 
rance, I have expreſſed myſelf 
with the utmoſt perſpicuity and 
plainneſs ; not like the heathen 
oracles which are uſually deli- 
vered in obſcure and ambiguous 
terms, from dens and caves, in 
order more conveniently to carry 
on ſchemes of deception; but 
with perfect openneſs and free- 
dom, ſo that they could not be 
igno- 


= 


the Lord, and theze 
7; none elſe, 


19. I have not 
ſpoken in ſecret, in 
a dark place of the 
earth: I ſaid not un- 
to the ſeed of Jacob, 
ſeek ye me in vain : 
I the Lord ſpeak 
righteouſnefs, I de- 
clare things that are 
ISAT. 


Wm K VS HG. we 7 + a4 - 


am 
thie pe 


20, Aſſemble your- 
felves and s come: 
draw near together 
v2 that are eſcaped of 
the nations: they have 
no knowledge that 
ſet up the wood of 
their graven image, 
and pray unto a god 
that h cannot ſave, 


21. Tell ye, and 
bring them near; yea, 
let them take counſel 
together, i who hath 

declared 
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ignorant in what manner they SzcT.61- 


mult act and ſerve me, if they 
| * Ha xlec-- 


would fly to me for ſhelter in 19 
their ſtraights and difficulties : 


my promiſes alſo have been moſt 


expreſs, certain and faithful, they 
never ſignified nor implied more 
than I have performed: no- 
thing that was not true and juſt 
and that the event did not amply 
verify, ever dropt from my lips. 

O ye heathens, whether Baby-20 
lonians or other nations, who 
have eſcaped or ſurvived the 
dreadful havock and general deſ- 
truction that Cyrus hath - made 
amongſt you, convene in one 
great aſſembly : and after their 
utter inability has ſo flagrantly 
appeared to defend the Chaldeans 
againſt the diſpleaſure of the 
Gop of Iſrael, defend if you 
can the idols and images : moft 
ignorant and ftupid muſt they 
be who pay any reſpect to wood- 
en and ſenſeleſs vanities, and in 
caſes of the greateſt emergency, 
addreſs prayer to a god that has 
neither ears to hear, nor hands 
of power to relieve. | 

Relate it, and prevail with 21 
the greateſt numbers to attend; 
conſult molt ſedately on the oc- 

K 2 | caſion 


8 Come, to conſult or debate. 
h Cannot ſave, Heb, to a God that will nt, or ſhall not ſave 
Lam, iv. 17. Fer. ii. 27; Hoſ. iv. 1. _ 


i Who hath declared. 


Literally, who hath made to hear this, or 


cauſed this to be heard, from before, of old, from antiquity. 
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Sr CT. 61. caſion, and 
— 


Ifa. 


8 5 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


| report what you 
find to be ſufficiently authenti- 

cated : which of all their mul- 
d idols hath, from ancient 
times, foretold to their devotees, 
events at the greateſt diſtance, 
as I have plainly done the over- 
throw of Babylon? Have not 1 
the Lord, from the earlieſt pe- 


declared this from 
ancient time? ho 
hath told it from that 
time? have not 1 the 
Lord? and there i; 
no God elfe befide 


me, a juſt God and a 


ſaviour, there is none 
beſide me. 


riod that you became my people, 


down to the preſent age, afford- 
ed you the moſt certain prophe- 
tic intelligence, therefore the 
fulleſt conviction, that there nei- 
ther is, nor can poſſibly be any 
other God, that is punctual to 
the minuteſt circumſtance of his 
engagements, and will never fail 
to preſerve and bleſs thoſe who 


religiouſiy rely upon him, and 


uniformly obſerve his laws. 


22 l do therefore invite, and moſt 


earneilly intreat you, in what- 


ever remote parts you may be 


ſituated, for your own well-be- 
ing and happinels, to determine 
your higheſt regard, not to 1dols 
which cannot profit; but to me, 
who, 1f you truſt and ſerve me, 
will preferve and blefs you : for 
Jam poſſeſſed of abſolute per- 
fection and univerſal dominion, 
but there is none elſe that is. 
However improbable, almoſt 
impracticable, it may ſeem to 
my people the eros, I have pur- 


poſcd and ratffied it with an 


oath 


22, Look unto me, 
and be ye ſaved, all 
the ends of the earth: 
for I am God, and 
there is none elfe, 


23. 1 have fworn 
by myſelf, the word 
is gone out of m wy 
mouth in righteou 
neſs and fhall not 

return 


0 
x 


11 


ne, 
all 
h: 
ng 


return, that unto me 
every knee ſhall bow, 
every tongue ſhall 
wear. 


24. x Surely, all 
ene ſay, in the Lord 
have I righteouſneſs 
and ftrength : even 
to him ſhall men 
come, and all that 
are incenſed againſt 


him ſhall be aſhamed, 


oe ISAIAH. 


by none that is greater; it is a Ce 


reſolution moſt deſiberately taken ,,” 
and invariably fixed, that I will 
vouchſafe all nations ſuch ſtrong 
convictions and glorious diſplays 
of my perfection and providence, 
that whatever idols they have 
formerly doated on, yet for the 
tuture, they ſhall underſtand my 
will, and be ſubject to mine au- 
thority; render me due homage 
and ſolemnly appeal to me, in 
their teſtimonies by oaths as the 
ſole king and Lord of all the 
earth. 

With one conſent ſhall they 2, 
each of them, declare as follows: 
With pleaſure do I acknowledge 
the Lord to be moſt juſt and 
faithful in the inſtructions of 
wiſdom for our practice, and 


the exerciſe of his power for our 


ie e beyond all queſtion 


e is leading us to our greateſt 


good and happineſs. Heathens 


in crouds ſhall come to embrace 
his doctrine, and become united 
to his people: and moſt ſhame- 
ful and lamentable ſhall be their 
fate, who are offended with his 
invitation, and obſtinately reject 
his overtures. 


K 3 | In 


k Surely, &c. In the margin it is, ſurely ke Shall ſay F me, in 
the Lord is all righteouſneſs and ftrength. 
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A PARAPHR ASE on 


SEO. 61. As to the ancient people the 


— —— 
Iſa. xlv. 
258 


SECT. 62. 
— 


Iſa. xlvi. 
1 


Jeros, whatever numbers are in- 
rafted into their ſtock, there is 
no deſign of rejecting them, 
unleſs they are fooliſh and diſo- 
bedient : on the contrary, their 
innocence ſhall be defended, their 
juſtice argued, and their liberty 
aſſerted, ſo that they ſhall 
triumph over all their adverſa- 
ries. | 


the 

25. In the Lord 
ſhall all the ſeed of 
Iſrael be juſtified and 
ſhall glory. 


CHAP. XLVI. SECT. LXII. 


Downfall of the tutelary gods of Babylon: beafts 


heavy loaded with the ſpoil. Jews excited to conſti- 
der and improve their fignal privileges. The proſs 
abſurdity of idol worſhip. Cautions againſt it. Pre- 
dittions undeniable proofs of Deity. Jews unwor- 
thy of the deliverance which nevertheleſs ſhould be 


vouchſafed them, 


Iſa. xlvi. 1. 
T preſent, O my people, 
you are oppreſſed with 
the heavy yoke of an ignomi- 
nious captivity, and the ſtate of 
your perſecutors is in its height 


of ſplendour and glory; but 


time 


rei. . 
1 EL boweth 
down, Neb; 
ſtoopeth, their idols 
were upon the beaſts, 
and upon the cattle: 
our carriages were 
an loaden, they 
are a burden to the 
weary beaſt. 


1 Bel, which the Phenicians ſtiled Behal, the Babylonian: Bal, 
that is, the ſun, Herodotus, and others, ſuppoſe this to be Ju- 
piter, who had formerly been king of Crete : not the planet, 
but the chief of the gods, whom the Greets called Zeus, the 
Babylonians Bel, or the ſun. Bel confractus ęſt, curvavit, ſe bow- 
ein down, &c. that is, the temples and altars were de ſtroyed, as 
. uſual, along with the city, neither could this idol protect its 


worſhip- 


FO on —' 
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ord time with rapid wings is haſting Sr or. 61. 
Ac Babylon to a period, that it ſhall ———> 
fall, even now it begins to ſhake; ; 2 


and its idols, ſo far from pro- 
tecting it, ſhall be beaten down, 
and the ſilver and gold they were 
made of, be laid upon beaſts, or 
carried in waggons in ſuch quan- 
tities, as to burden and weary 
the ſtrongeſt brutes, with the 
rich prize of their ponderous 
| gods. 8 

2. They ſtoop, At once all the CHaldean idols: 


they bow down to- Nj . 
"ether. how con ſhall ſhew their inſufficiency, 


not deliver the bur- their utter inſignificancy, and 
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afts den, themſelves but ſubmit to be battered down and i 
1 are gone into capti- totally demoliſhed by the Perſſan | 
"0 335 ſoldiery; it is plainly out of their 
4 power to deliver the immenſe 
* burden, or hinder but they them- 
: ſelves are carried caprives into a 
| foreign country. 
3. Hearken unto Altogether different from them 3; & 4 

8 me, O houſe of Ja- am I your God, who require 
Vebs cob, and all the fem. your moſt diligent attention to 
1005 nant of the houſe of K 4 - > 
fs Iſrael, 
_ worſhippers, though king Nebuchadnezzar had erected to its ho- 
he nour a moſt pompous temple. 
A Nebo floopeth, contritus aut ſucciſus eft ; another God of the Chal- 

deans, from which Nabonaſſar, Nabopolaſſer, Nebuchadnezzar, 

Nabonides, and other Babyloniſh monarchs, took their names. 
* "Theſe idols beaten to pieces by the Per/tan ſoldiery, were a moſt 
val, 


| heavy and intolerable burden for the beaſts to carry or draw: 

Js as the Roman author ſays of the bulls and calves, that they wiſh- 
ed Czſar might not return. 

the By Nebo, it has been ſuppoſed was meant ſome famous falſe 

2285 prophet, from whom, deified after his death, oracles were ex- 


pected by his prieſts, the word ſignifying prophecy, as Bel was 


* 


2 military man, hero, or great monarch. | 
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SECT. 62. what inſtructions I ſhall give HMrael, which are born 


— 0 i by Mme, from the bel- 
Iſa. xlvi. mene idols, O YOu ly, which are carried 


3 & 4 Who deſcend from the two tribes from the womb. 


=> — LS 4 þ& I. < 9 


. 


. 


of the family of Jacob, and thoſe 
few who remain of the ten of 
Iſrael: you whom IJ have ſup- 


ported from the infancy of your 


ſtate by a moſt vigilant provi- 
dence, and with more than the 
affectionate concern of a moſt 
tender mother preſerved and 
nouriſhed you: ſtill longer 1s 
my indulgence continued, for I 
will be the ſame kind father to 
inſpect and maintain you that I 
have ever been, under all the de- 
clenſions and infirmities of an 
advanced age. You are the 
work of my hands, and my bo- 
ſom and arms ſhall always bear 
and cheriſh you : during your 
ſlavery at Babylon, I have re- 
membered, and at the time ap- 


4. And even to your 
old age Iam te, and 


even to hoar hairs 


will I carry you: ] 
have made, and [ 
will bear, even J will 
carry and will deliver 


you. 


pointed wiil provide for you a 


compleat deliverance. 

If ever you are in danger of 
being corrupted, to think of any 
other object of an abſolute de- 
pendance, conſider what quali- 
ties the heathens have in their 


idols to rely upon, that they 


bear any reſemblance to my Su- 
preme perfection? that are equal 
to an Infinite Majeſty, that are 
comparable to an univerſal pro- 


vidence: that there ſhould be 


no difference made betwixt me 
| the 


5. To-whom will 
ye liken me, and 
make me equal, and 
compare me, that we 


may be like ? 


111 8 129 
fn | the ever living and true Gop, and SE Or. 62. 
el. deaf and dumb images? 1 


12 5. They lavi The manner in which they are os 
gold out of the bag, 0,& 7 


—— — wn 


_—— 


— — 


will 
and 
and 
Ve 


and weigh filver in 
the balance, and hire 
a goldſmith, and he 
maketh it a god: 
they fall down, yea 
they worthip. 

7. They bear him 
upon the ſhoulder, 
they carry him, and 
ſet him in his place, 


and he ſtandeth; 


from his place ſhall 


he not remove : yea 


ene ſhall cry unto 


him, yet cannot he 
anſwer, nor ſave him 
aut of his trouble. 


8. Remember this, 
and ſhew yourſelves 
men: bring it again 
to mind, O ye tranſ- 


greſſors. 


made, demonſtrates how utterly. 


unworthy idols are to be even 
contraſted with the moſt High 
God: that there may be no ex- 
ceſs nor defect of weight and 
meaſure ; the worſhippers freely 
take out of the bag a due pro- 
portion of gold; and a ſuffici- 
ent quantity of ſilver according 
to the balances: they employ a 


goldſmith, and he formeth it 


into a god, to which they pay 
proſtrate homage; they raiſe it 
on their ſhoulders to public 
view: in {olemn proceſſion they 
carry it to a place appointed for 
its reception; there it ſtands for 


it cannot move or ſtir itſelf; 


yea, when they offer the moſt 
devout ſupplications, it can give 
no anſwer; nor under the great- 


eſt diſtreſſes, afford the leaſt ſuc- 
cour. ; 


In this affair, O my people be 8 


you effectually guarded, for this 
purpoſe, frequently recollect how 
palpable groſs the deluſion, and 
inconſiſtent with your character 
as men of reaſon; you are con- 
ſcious, that in former times, you 
have acted very fooliſhly and 
wickedly as to thoſe matters 
but, do you, now recollect what 
you have done; impartially con- 

ſider 
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Spe r. 62. ſider what evil there has been 
— | 
Ila. xlvi. 


4A PARA PHRAS E on the 


in you, and for the future, pur- 
ſue a wiſer courſe. 


9 Take retroſpect views of the 
wonders of creation and provi- 


dence; form rational ſurveys of all 
my lorious works from the be- 


ginning of the world, to the preſent ; 


time; what I have Creole | in all 


ages, and how perfectly correſpon- 


dent the event has been, all which 
demonſtrate the unity of my God- 
head, the ſpirituality of my na- 
ture, and my ſupreme and un- 
rivalled greatneſs and excellency. 


10 Which may comprehend all, 


and afford the fulleſt conviction; 
foretelling things to come, to 
the final period of the Jewiſh 


ſtate and policy from its firſt 


eſtabliſhment; and from the 


_ earlieſt- antiquity, equally aſcer- 
taining thoſe events which were 


to do it, as thoſe that have al- 
ready happened : there is no 
difference, but that which I have 
predicted, ſhall, in my appointed 


time, and according to my plea- 


ſure, be performed, the ſame as 


that which is paſt, and recorded 

as it has been. 
More particularly, I ſhall 
command from the eaſtern part 
Cyrus's 


9. Be: the 
former things of old, 
for I am God, and 
there is none elſe, | 
am God, and there i- 
none like me. 


10. Declaring the 
end from the begin- 
ning, and from an- 
cient times the things 
that are not yet done, 
ſaying, my counſel 
ſhall ftand, and I 
will do all my plea- 
ſure, 


11. Calling a mra- 
venous bird from the 
eaſt, the man that 

IT 


ar Ravenou: bird, alluding, moſt probably, to the _ 
which Cyrus bore in his ſtandard, not to lay any great ſtreſs up- 


vili. 


on his aqueline noſe, taken notice of by Grotius, Xen. Cyr, l. 


t 
t 
{ 
[ 
} 
y 


ra- 
the 
hat 
eth 


gle 
up- 
Hy © 


executeth my coun- 
ſel from a far coun- 
try: yea, I have 
ſpoken it, I will alſo 
bring 7t to paſs; I 
have propoſed it, I 
will alſo do it. 


12. Hearken unto 
me ye ſtout-hearted, 
that are far from 
righteouſneſs, 

13. I bring near 
my righteouſneſs : it 
ſhall not be far off, 
and my falvation 
ſhall not tarry ; and 
I will place ſalvation 


in Zion for Iſrael my 
glory. 
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Cyrus's attendance, who from a SE Or. 62. 
far country, will ſpeedily obey = 
my ſummons to execute my de- 11 


ſigns: like a ftrong-winged 


eagle, or other bird of prey, he 
ſhall, as if he flew over them, 


readily conquer all oppoſing 


powers, to arrive at Babylon, and 
overthrow as if rending in pieces, 
that city, ſtate and kingdom : 
whatever I have commiſſioned, 
I will enable him to perform : 
my determined purpoſe 1s the 
ſame as undoubted execution. 


And do you attend, who 12 & 13 


_— my captive people, carry 


yet along with you refractory 


and unſubdued tempers: and 
are far from practiſing agreea- 
bly to your engagements of de- 
pendence or obedience ; you 
ſhall, nevertheleſs, find that I 
will perform mine, and deliver 


you from bondage: the time 


may ſeem delayed and long, 
from the ſeverity of your uſage ; 
but it is truly at no great diſt- 
ance, nor ſhall be procraſtinated 
further than is neceſſary, before 
you ſhall again be ſettled in Fe- 


_ ruſalem, and my name glorified 


for the ſalvation I have wrought 
out for you. 


CHAP. 


132 A PAR ATH As E on the 


HAP. XLVII. SE CT. LXIII. 


Reduction and ruin of Babylon. Je Almighty to be 
acknowledged as the author for the reception of his 
People, whom be had been correcting for their wick- 
neſs, Cauſes of the deftruttion of the Chaldeans, 
their ſelf confidence, preſumption, and ſecurity. Ma- 
gicians, aſtrologers, ſtar-gazers and monthly prog- 
noſticators, inſulted as the meereſs vanities. 


Iſa. xlvii. 1. gin. Wh, 

| | . 1 OME d 
| Seer. 63, Y awful meſſage, is to 5 
— 1 thee O Babylon ; thou duſt, O virgin daugh- 


Ila. xlvii. moſt ſplendid and imperial city, ter of Babylon, fit on 
"to which ſo many nations and the 5 ons is 
kingdoms, for a long ſucceſſion 72 f ce © Haug 
of ages and generations, have for thou ſhalt no 
paid homage and tribute: it 1s more be called ten- 
God's high command, and thou der and delicate. 
muſt obey, to come down and 
prepare, and diſpoſe thyſelf for 
the mighty change of a moſt ſo- 
lemn and public mourning: 
think not of a throne, but as a 
miferable ſlave, fit down in the 
duſt on the ground : never more 
to lord it with abſolute ſway, 
and be admired for thy greatneſs, 
nor 


as —_— _y po 4 — 


n Come daun, &c. Blackwall takes notice of the event as a 
ſignal completion of this terrible prophecy, that when Darius 
had laid ſiege to Babylon, the barbarous and inhuman inhabi- 
tants, to make their proviſions laſt longer, murdered all their 
wives, ſiſters, children, and ſervants that were uſeleſs for war. 
Only every man preſerved one of his wives that was moſt dear 
to him, ard a maid-ſervant to do the neceſſary affairs of the 


bouſe. Blackw. H. Introd. Clafſ. p. go. 


ww ans HWfo@f 2 
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| 1 
nor pampered in effeminacy with Sxer 63. 
delicacies of luxury. abet 
2. Take He mil. Your ſituation is greatly to, 
ſtones grind 


meal, uncover thy 
locks, make bare the 
leg, uncover the 
thigh, paſs over the 
LLVCTS, 


3. thy nakedneſs 
ſhall be uncovered, 
yea, thy ſhame ſhall 
be ſeen : I will take 
vengeance, 
will not meet zhee as 
à man. 

4 A, for our Re- 
deemer, the Lord of 
Hoſts is his name, 
the holy One of I/ 


rael. 


and I 


vary from every thing of that 


kind, and your ſervile low em- 
ployment to be that of the poor- 


eſt drudges who grind at the 


mill; 
adieu of your ſtatelineſs and ma- 
jeſty, and be carried away cap- 
tives; with your hair deſhevel- 
led, in garments ſo ragged and 
rattered, as hardly to cover your 
nakednefs, and in the courſe of 
your journey be obliged to wade 
through rivers. . 


you will take a laſting 


The niceſt of the ſex ſhall not 3 & 4 


have it in their power to hide 
thoſe ſecret parts, which muſt 
give their natural modeſty an 
inexpreſſible concern to have ex- 
poſed. It is not ſo much the 
Perſian monarch, as I myſelf, 
ſaith the Lord, who will take 
ample vengeance for the diſhon- 
our done my name, and the in- 


_ humanity practiſed on my peo- 


ple: I vill not enter into a con- 
tention with thee as a man, with 


whom thou mighteſt poſſibly 


cope, or excite to compaſſion, 


but as an offended God whole _ 


power is reſiſtleſs, and his ſtrokes 
altogether inſupportable : as to 
the author of our deliverance, 
his attributes enable him to go- 
verw the univerſe, and to be an 


all- 
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Szcr.63. all- ſufficient guardian to his peo- 
— ple J/rael. 


Iſa, xlvii. 


greatly your ſuperior; and with 
whatever deſpotiim you have 
trampled upon the neck of your 
fellow creatures, you muſt ſub- 


mit to the Eternal Fehovab , and 


overwhelmed with grief and 
ſhame, ſeek obſcure corners, 
and fit down in profound ſilence; 
the thundering voice of your 


menaces and mandates has loft 
all its terror, your ſwelling titles 


of honour their very meaning. 


6 Your power had never been 


ſo abſolute over them, had not 


my people, by an enormous 


wickedneſs provoked my diſ- 
pleaſure ; upon this account I 
fuffered them, as if they had been 
uncircumciſed or unclean to fall 
into your hands, and be uſed at 
your pleaſure : you have greatly 
offended me in your relentleſs 
treatinent of them : neither will 
I ſpare you, who have had no 
more humanity than to impoſe 
upon even the aged and infirm, 
labours and burdens that were 
utterly unfit for them, and much 

beyond their ſtrength to bear. 
The preſumptuous language 
of your obdurate hearts was, as 
to-myſelf, my beauty and ſplen- 
e dour, 


5 The competition then, O ye 
haughty Babylonians, is with one 


5. Sit thou ſilent, 


and get into dark- 


neſs, O daughter of 
the Chaldeans : for 


thou ſhalt no more 


be called the Lady 


of kingdoms. 


6. I was wroth 
with my people, [ 
have polluted mine 
inheritance, and giv- 
en them into thine 
hand: thou didft 
ſhew them no mercy, 
upon the ancient haſt 


thou very heavily 


laid thy yoke. 


7. And thou ſaidſt 

I ſhall be a lady for 
ever : ſo that thou 
didſt not lay theſe 
things 


roth 
„ I 
nine 
giv- 
hine 
lidſt 
rcy, 
bal. 
vily 


Aidſt 
for 
thou 


heſe 
lings 


things to thy heart, 
neither didſt remem- 
ber tue latter end of it. 


8. Therefore hear 
now this, thou that 
art given to plea- 
ſures, that dwelleſt 
careleſly, that ſayeſt 
in thine heart, I am, 
and none elſe be- 
fides me, I ſhall not 
fit as a widow, nei- 
ther ſhall I know the 
loſs of children, 

9. But theſe two 
things thall come to 
thee in a moment in 
one day; the loſs of 
children and widow- 
hood; they ſhall 
come upon thee in 
their perfection, for 
the multitude of thy 
ſorceries, and for the 
great abundance of 
thine enchantments, 
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dour, greatneſs, wealth and pow- SEO. 63 · 


er, are certain to be perpetuated 
to me; and why ſhould I be 
concerned for others, or indulge 
any feelings for the miſeries of 
an enſlaved people; neither have 
you been apprehenſive of the in- 
ſtability of all human affairs; 


and what calamities might rea- 


ſonably be expected ; at length 
to overtake and fall heavy upon 
you, for your atrocious violence 
and brutality. 


Receive, therefore, this pre- g & g 


caution, you who are wholly 


immerſed in ſenſual pleaſures; 


fearleſs as to changes; and in the 
high conceit of your permanency 
or immoveable ſtability, do fond- 
ly declare. As to my dominion 
and perfection, they are moſt 
firmly eſtabliſned and tranſcend- 
ently great: no empire in the 
world is to be compared with 
mine, for dignity, magnificence 
and glory: the gods may almoſt 
envy, hardly can rival me: no- 
thing could be more wonderful, 
than that I ſhould ever be oblig- 
ed to confine myſelf, as a deſo- 
late widow, bereaved mother, or 
unpeopled princeſs. Neverthe- 
leſs, by a ſudden ſtroke and to- 
tal reverſe of fortune, without 
opportunity for conſulting or e- 
{caping, ſhall two extreme evils 


happen 


1 
Iſa. xlvii. 
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Ifa. xlvii. 
8 & 9 


10 You have committed, 


11 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


happen to you, in the taking of 


— Babylon, by Cyrus: at one and 


the ſame inſtant of tine, in the 
dethroning of your monarch, 
ſhall your conſtitution be ſub- 
verted, and your ſubjects lain 
or taken priſoners; as a juſt pu- 
niſhment for the enchantments, 
magical arts, and practices of 
divination, which have long pre- 
vailed and abounded amongſt 
you. 


you have relied on theſe abomi- 
nations for ſafety and proſperity; 
and concluded, that ſo long as 
your magicians could foretel fu- 
ture cvents, they would ſecure 
you, by whatever wicked courſes 
you advanced yourſelves: nei- 


ther God nor man obſerved, that 


would reſent what you acted; 


Jour {elf-flattering pretences to 


an extraordinary ſagacity and 
penetration, have deceived you 
with falſe appearances, miſled 
you with groundleſs hopes, and 
encouraged you to an high de- 
gree of arrogance, preſumption, 
and blaſphemy, as if you were 
gods and both uncontroulable 

and unaccountable. 
You, who from obſerving ap- 
parent fie igns, and the aſpect of 
the 


and 


10. For thou haſt 
truſted in thy wick- 
edneſs, thou haſt 
faid, none ſeeth me: 
thy wiſdom and thy 
knowledge hath per- 
verted thee ; and thou 
haſt ſaid in thine 
heart, Iam, and none 
elſe beſides me. 


T1. Therefore ſhall 

o evil come upon 
thee, thou ſhalt not 
know 


0 Evil come, cc. The manner in which the city was taken is 
not improbably here alluded to, and the monarch or nation with 


whom 


hall 
pon 
not 
10W 


n is 
vith 
Om 


know from whence 


it riſeth ; and miſ- 
chief thall fall upon 


thee, thou ſhalt not 


be able to put it off: 


and deſolation ſhall 
come upon thee ſud- 


denly, which thou 


ſhalt not know. 


12. Stand now 
with thine enchant- 
ments, and with the 
multitude of thy ſor- 
ceries, wherein thou 
haſt laboured from 
thy youth : if ſo be 
thou ſhalt be able to 
profit, if ſo be thou 
mayeſt prevail. 

13. Thou art wea- 
ried in he multitude 
of thy counſels: let 
now the aſtrologers, 
the ftar-gazers, the 
monthly prognofti- 
cators ftand up and 
ſave thee from theſe 
things that ſhall come 
upon thee. 


. 
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the planets, profeſs to derive asgor 63. 


. S ; — 
fore- knowledge, what days mall gr Ait 


be proſperous, what unfortu-11 
nate; ſhall not prove to have 
{kill enough to foreſee, from 
what nation or country, the 
greateſt evil, and dreadtul day 
of your own deſtruction ſhall 
proceed; calamities ſhall fur- 
prize you, which you are not 
able to prevent, avoid, or re- 
move; ſcenes of an abſolute de- 
ſolation, that you are utterly 
unapprized of. | 


In every age, fince your city 12 & 13 


was built, and ſtate founded, 
you have been remarkable for a. 


moſt violent attatchmeat to thoſe 


arts, and abſolute confidence in 
thoſe who pretended to them 
now ſummons together all your 
magic:ans; and, try, whether, 
with all their apparatus of inge- 
nuity and induſtry, they can be 
of any advantage; to ſtem the 
approaching ruin, or enable you 
to ſurmount it; 'twill be all in 
vain; diverſity ever ſo much the 
ſolemnities, and perform one 
myſterious rite after another, till 
your patience be quite exhauſt- 
ed; it will not avail: all theſe 

cunning 


whom they had no previous quarrel, vlg. Cyrus, who came up- 
on them unawares, leading his ſoldiers through unſuſpected 
ways, and entering the city while they were in the midſt of 


their revels. 


Vol. II. 


L 


$58 A PARAPHRASE on toe 

SECT. 63. cunning men in concert, and 

exerting to the utmoſt their re- 

ſpective talents, cannot acquaint 

you with the diſtreſſes which 

hang over you, much leſs di- 

vert their courſe, or hinder their 

efficacy. 

14 As well may you expect to 14. Behold they 
eſcape burning, by ſurrounding 3 3 iubble 
yourſelves with dry ſtubble that hem Ly hall ac 
catches the firſt ſpark that falls deliver themſelves 
upon it, and is kindled : thus from the power of 
theſe pretended pryers into the the flame : mere ſhall 
hidden book of an unknown at 5 fe. 10 ft fe 

at, nor fire to ft be- 
futurity, and foretellers of the fore it. - 
fortunes of others, being early 
conſumed, themſelves ſhall ſhew 
how little their knowledge is as 
to thoſe who give credit to them: 
nothing at all of them but aſhes 
ſhall remain, not a brand or coal 

be found. 

i5 As it ſhall happen to you | "5 Thus 5 
e to your geen Ai ben d te 
and diviners, they have deceived, laboured, even thy 
and have no power to relieve p merchants from thy 
you: ſhall it in like manner Tn ey e. 

with the multitude of traders wan NT our 

and merchants from foreign ſhall fave thee. 
parts: they ſhall wander from 

place to place, till they meet 

with an opportunity. of a free. 


paſſage 


Ifa. xlvii. 
Iz & 13 


p Merchants, &c. may be underſtood of foreign traders : but 
moſt probably, refers to the affrologers, &c. with whom the Fg: 
bylenians might properly enough be ſaid to labour, trade, deal, 
of traffic, as they made no ſmall benefit of their intelligence. 
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_ paſſage to their native country; SEcT.63- 
neither the one nor the other "7 

| | - bis HIV 
ſhalt be the means of preſerving 15 


you from ruin and milery. 


'CH AP: Hm. SECT: LXIv. 


1 8 
0 Heavy charges brought againſt the Jews. A ſucceſſion 
101 of prophets had proved inſufficient to preſerve or re- 
es form them from the obſtinacy of ungodlineſs, po- 
3 770 „ and idolatry. Anger ſuppreſſed leſt God's power 
5 and faithfulneſs ſhould be queſtioned, and wooden di- 
a vinities preferred before him. The furnace of af- 
| fiction had not altogether refined them. Neverthe- 
| leſs they ſhould be redeemed, and Cyrus was ap- 
pointed to be the inſtrument in this ſervice : divine 
* commiſſion of the prophet Iſaiah moſt faithfully exe- 
culed; and happy would it have been for the people, 
Had they hearkened and been obedient. 
— Ifa, xIviii. I. „„ Ha, ann 
al SAYS ts S has been foretold by my SE cr. 64. 
Ice O houſe of Ja- 5 
aft ob, which are called prophet, 0 Je Ijr gelites, Iſa. xlviit 
hy by the name of Iſrazl, Babylon will be deſtroyed, andi 
by and are come forth you delivered: yet your mott 
4 3240 1 diligent attention is required to 
0 by the name of the What follows: You are che de- 
. Lord, and make men- ſcendants of Jacob, and of the 
le os _ of royal tribe of Judah: you retain 
ith dcr in 9 my true worſhip, confeſs my 
outneſs. ſupremacy, and glory in your 
peculiar relation to the match- 
PT lefs JeHovan: but with all 
U 


your ſeeming reverence, you are 
deſtitute of ſincerity; falſnood 
"7 and a diſſembling hypocriſy pre- 
vail among you, for in the courſe. 
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Iſa. xlviii. 
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| A PARAPHPASE on the 
Sz e7.64.0f your actions you tranſgrefs my 


ws. | 
At the ſame time, this incon- 
ſiſtent generation boaſt themſelves 
to be denizens of the holy city 


Jerilſalem, where the ſymbols of 


the divine pieſence are kept, and 
the folemnities of his worſhip 
performed : they expreſs an en- 
tire confidence that he will cer- 
tainly defend them, whoſe pre- 
rogative it is to ſupport the land 
of Judea, and preſide over the 
univerſe of being. 5 


3 You cannot bur be perfectly 


ſatisfied that I am the true God; 
in a ſucceſſion of prophecies I 
have, ever ſince I ſelected you 
to be my people, foretold every 
thing that greatly concerned you 


to know: 1 have determined 


upon circumſtances and events 
that ſhould happen, and then 
diſcovered them to you when 
the time J appointed came; they 
happened, though ſometimes 
ſuddenly, and to the ſurprize of 
thoſe who performed them, even 
at the preciſe ſeaſon that they 
had been predicted. 


4 In theſe ſtriking views, I have 


manifeſted myſelf to keep you 
| within 


2. q For they call 
pure of the ho- 
y city, and fta 
1 upon the 
God of Iſrael, the 
Lord of hoſts is his 
name. 


3. J have declar- 
ed the former things 
from the beginning, 
and they went forth 
out of my mouth, 
and I ſhewed them, I 
did them ſuddenly, 
and they came to 
paſs, | 


5 


4. Becauſe I knew 
that thou art obſti- 
nate, and thy neck 

18 


q For they call, &c. that is, they take and bear the name and 


quality of the poſterity of Jacob or Iſrael, and of the inhabi- 


tants of Jeruſalem. In all places where it is ſaid the name of 


Go is called on men, it ſhould be rendered, that they bear the 


name and quality of the children of Gop, Tfai. xliv. 5. xlviii. 2. 
Iv, 1. Ger. iv. 26. Deut. xxviil, 10, Numb. vi. 27. | 
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is an iron finew, and within ſome bounds ,of duty; SRC r. 4. I 
thy brow brals. inaſmuch as I knew you to be a wee 6A 
call x fa. xIviit. +6 
9 | people of a very ſtrange and un- * 
ſtay tractable temper; and your na- ih 
the tional character contumacious, 1 
the inflexibly hard, and outrageouſly [ 
So bold: you would ſcarcely be- 
leve them, however plain and 
evident the truth was, that my 
Prophets reported: were hardly 
ſatisfied with demonſtrative proof, 
and were further uncommonly 
prone to rebellion and diſobe- 
ke ne Lo 
"ol I have even I was willing, if it might be, 5 
ing from the beginning that the evil effects of this cri- 
B; declared it to thee : . : 4 
orth before ir came to paſs minal diſpoſition, and extreme 
1 ſhewed ir thee : leſt obſtinacy ſhould be prevented; 
uy, o=_ reef r. Part therefore previouſly acquainted 
to one you, what I deſigned to do 


them, and my gra- 


ven image hath com- 
manded them. 


6. Thou haſt heard, 
ſee all this, and will 
ye not declare it? I 
have ſhewed thee 
new things from this 
time, even hidden 
things, and thou didſt 
not know them, 


= 
in future times; Jett you ſhould 


be tempted to aſcribe to your 
idols and images the aſtoniſhing 
effects of my power and provi- 
dence, without whoſe direction 
or permiſſion they had never 
happened. 


Yau cannot, with a ſhadow ofs 


reaſon, pretend to this, as you 
have heard, how 1n all ages I 
have foretold what ſhould hap- 
pen in future times, and how 
exactly the event hath verified 
the prediction; all which I with 


you moſt impartially and ferioul- 
ly to conſider : and will you not 


publiſh this to the world, and 


£44 bear 
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A PAR APTHRAS E os the 


bear an open and avowed teſti- 
mony that no expedient has been 


c omitted, whereby I could pro- 


perly manifeſt myſelf to you, 
and diſplay my perfections: as 
in ancient times I have revealed 
what ſhould come to pals, ſo do 
I now diſcover new things, which 
were before hidden in impene- 
trable obſcurity, and no know- 
ledge you had could have afford- 
ed you the leaſt traces or inti- 
mations of. 

As objects juſt N out of 
no pre- exiſtent matter, they are 
this day brought to light : they 
are not prophectes of which your 
anceſtors have related to you che 


punctual accompliſhment ; but 


ſuch as are immediately con- 


trived and determined upon by 


8 


the Almighty, conſequently ſuch 
as no human knos ledge or fore- 
ſight could reach before they 
were declared: ſo that you can 
have no plea for ſaying, we ful- 
ly knew beforchand what would 
happen; for it is ſuch an un- 


ſearchable ſecret, that without 


my revealing, you could not have 
the leaſt inſight into it. 
I repeat, and moſt ſtrenuouſ- 


ly urge it as an undoubted fact, 


that ought to make a deep ad 


laſting impreſſion, that until my 


prophet did, no one had given 


you the leatt intelligence on this 
head; 


7. they are creat- 


ed now, and not 
from the beginning, 
even before the da 
when thou heardeſt 
them not; leſt thou 
ſhouldeſt ay, Be- 
hold, I knew them, 


8. Vea thou heard- 
eſt not, yea thou 
kneweſt not, yea 


from that time that 


thine ear was not 
opened : for I knew 
that thou wouldeſt 

deal 


deal very treache- 
rouſly, and waſt cal- 
led a tranſgreſſor 
from the womb, 


9. For my name's 
fake will defer mine 
anger, and for my 
praiſe will I refrain 
for thee, that I cut 
thee not off, 


10. Behold, I have 
refined thee, r but not 
with filver; I have 

| _ choſen 
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head; you did not any way 
know a ſingle circumſtance 
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SECT 64. 


ſa. xlviii. 


about it; it was communicated g 7 


at a time when nothing at all had 


tranſpired concerning it, that - 


you may have it aſcertained” to 
de that I both cauſed you to 
e carried captives to Babylon, 
and delivered you from that 
captivity : for I knew that if 
you could think of any other, 
you would not confeſs my hand, 
nor aſcribe theſe things to my 
ſuperintendency and direction, 
if you could poſſibly aſſign any 
other cauſe: ' from the earlieſt 
date of your appointment to be 


my people, you have acted a 


very treacherous falſe part, and 


prevaricated with my laws of 
everlaſting rightcouſnels. 


* * 


> w# * 


Your wickedneſs highly pro-g, 


vokes me; but on my own ac- 


count, and for my own glory, 
that my omnipotence and faith- 
fulneſs may not be called in 
queſtion, will I ſuppreſs mine 


anger: for your benefit likewiſe, 


that you may be reclaimed, and 
my goodneſs and mercy cele- 


brated, will J withold my hand 


from ſaddenly deſtroying you, 
and that without remedy. 

J have made all reaſonable 
allowances for your infirmities: 


iP and 


10. 


r But not with filver. The marginal reading is, not for ſiluer; 
the meaning of the latter clauſe ſeems illuſtrated by thoſe pas. 
itetic phraſes, in all their Mictien lie was. afflifted, &c. 
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SECT. 64. and however deſerving of greater choſen thee in the 


| Jenity, and tenderneſs, 


I2, 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


ſeverity vour offences have been, 
: have afflicted you with a peculiar 
in order 
to your reformation ;. and when 
you were in the refining furnace 
of a Babyloniſh captivity, had 
my heart and affections ſo much 
ſet upon you, that I intended to 
preferve and deliver you. 

For the ſake of my own ho- 


& 13nour and an unſullied character 


your ears 


for a perfect rectitude, will I ſet 
them free; for how can I gn any 
account, 


my name to be blaiphemed by 


mine enemies ; and when I frave - 


declared my peculiar attributes, 
as the only true God, 
2@TpTc, not continue to diſtin- 
guiſh che glory of them, from 
every thing that can be pretended 
to by heathen idols. 
to my words, for 
your good and ſupport, O houſe 
of Jacob, and children of Tſrael, 
whom I have invited into a par- 
ticular ſolemn engagement, there- 
fore muſt own and reſcue you 
from thraldom : my prerogative 
royal is to be {elf originate, eter- 
nally antecedent to all other ex- 
iſtenees; and the fame All-per- 
fect and immutable Being, 
ſhould they all be annihiliated : 

myw:iſdom and omnipotence are 
conſpicuouſly glorious in the 


EE 


11. Formine own 


by» any means ſuffer 


to my 


Incline 


furnace of affliction. 


ſake, even fongmine 
own ſake will I'doit; 
for he ould my 
name” Dolltited ? 
and I will not give 


my SN an- 
Scher... 


* 


12. Hearken unto 
me, O Fagb, and 
Iſrael my called, I 
am he, I am the firſt, 
1 alſo am the laſt, 

13. Mine hand al- 
ſo hath laid the foun- 
dation of the earth, 
and my right hand 
hath ſpanned the hea- 
vens: when 1 call 
unto them they ſtand 
up together, 


N 


14. All ye aſſem- 
ble yourſelves and 
hear : which among 


them hath declared 


theſe things? The 
Lord bath loved him: 
he will do his plea- 
ſure on Babylon, and 
his arm /hall be on the 
Chaldzans. 


15. I, even I, have 
ſpoken, yea I have 
called him: I have 
brought him, and he 
ſhall make his way 
proſperous. 


16. Come ye near 
unto me; hear ye 
this, I have not 
ſpoken in ſecret from 

the 
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£ 


ſtupendous work of this habita- Ss . 4 


ble world's creation: by the FATS 
a N a. xlviii- 
ſpan of my fingers have 1 mea- 11, 12, 
ſured out the vaſt concave of & 13 
the exalted heavens : whenever 
I iſſue out my orders, they are, 
as ſervants in waiting, conſtant- 
ly ready to obey them. 
Since theſe are mine attributes 14 
O my people, give an united 
and moſt diligent attention to 
what I am declaring : which 
among the heathen 1dols hath 
foretold events wherein you are 
greatly intereſted ;. or any thing 
at all relative either to your cap- 
tivity or redemption? The Lord 
hath expreſſed a particular re- 
gard to Cyras, and given him 
the preference above all other 
princes, to perform his deſigns 
reſpecting the ruin of Babylon; 
according as is appointed him, 
his arm ſhall fall heavy on the 
Chaldeans, and utterly deſtroy 
them. h | 
I, even I, who am all pow- 15 
erful Omnipreſent and moſt 
faithful have ſaid it, and it ſhall 
certainly be done: I have deſ- 
tined Cyrus to the important en- 
terprize, I have conducted his 
marches, and will ſucceed him 
in his great undertaking. | 
In the hearing of you all I do 16 
declare, and refer it to your firſt 
enquiry and cloſeſt examination, 
that 


* 


146 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sz r. 64. that I have never affected ambi- the beginning, from 
HS. guity or obſcurity, ſaith the Lord, Dan 5 ky ms 
2 16 fuch as the heathen idols and the Lord God and his 
oracles have done by their prieſts, ſpirit hath fent me. 
in my predictions by my pro- 

phets; from the earlieſt antiquity 
that any thing hath, before it 
happened, been revealed, both 
the revelation and the accom- 
pliſhment have been moſt diſ- 
tinct and clear, that they pro- 
ceeded from the Almighty and 
moſt high God: as of old in 
ether matters, ſo at preſent con- 

cerning Babylan and Cyrus, I pub- 
liſh nothing, ſaith the prophet, 
but what I am in commiſſion. 
from the Lord, and by the in- 
fluences of his ſpirit, charged to. 
fignily to his people. 

z Your ſtate of captivity may 17. Thus ſaich the 
ſeem hard and ſevere, but you Lord thy 3 
have yourſelves only to blame, wy poly 3 
ſufficient has been done to render os Cod which terch⸗ 

you holy and righteous ; then eth thee to profit, 

Fou had never had occaſion to big _ ee 
be thus dealt with : thus ſaith Mouldeht go. Ps 
the Lord, your Redeemer, from 
unnumbered evils and calami- 
ties, the holy one by whom 
Trae] hath been inſtructed, I am 

your Maker and moſt juſt Go. 
vernor, have various ways ſhewed 
you very plainly what concerns 
your well-being and 1s neceſſary 
to your happineſs : as to your 
conduct and actions, which moſt 

concern, 


the 


ner, 
2 
1 
ach- 
-oft, 
thee 
thou, 


18. O that thou 
hadſt hearkened to 
my commandments, 
then had thy peace 
been as a river, and 
thy righteouſneſs as 
the waves of the fea. 


19. Thy ſeed alſo 
bad been as the ſand, 


and the offspring of 


thy bowels like the 
gravel thereof ; his 


name ſhould not have 


been cut off nor deſ- 
troyed from before 
ine. 
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Concern you, you are moſt. plain-Szcr.64. 
ly directed, as reaſon and con- 
Ha.xlviik 


17 


fcience dictate; duty, intereſt 
and gratitude oblige ; neither 
could you. have failed had 51 
laws been obſerved, of perie 
tion and bleſſedneſs. 

The nobleſt 1atisfattion and 18 
greateſt laſting telicity, was of 
their nature, and my aim and 
molt affectionate deſire, in every 
method I have taken, to declare 
and enforce them: had you but 
acted accordingly, you had ever 
known any tedious intervals of 
painful ſervitude and other mi- 


ſeries, but an uninterrupted courſe 


of peace and proſperity, like the 


even ſtream of a large river: as 


the overflowing waves of the ſea, 


upon the immoveable founda- 


tion of univerſal righteouineſs, 
your ſtate had been ſc cure, your 
peace and tranquillicy firmly 
eſtabliſhed, and your character 
reſpectable and honourable all 
the world over. 

Widely different from what 19 
they at preſent are, a ſcattered 
few, harraſſed with wars, waſted 
by famines, or reduced by inteſ- 
tine broils, your numbers had 
been greatly increaſed, like the 
multiplied grains of ſand or gra- 
vel, and your polte ity truly 
important in the eye of all men; 
they ſhould not have been dimi- 

niſhed, 


a oc. 


a= 2 
« 
4 


148 A PARAPHRASE on be 


SE r. 64. niſhed, and their luſtre almoſt 
D eclipſed and deſtroyed, as they 
at preſent are, but ſhould have 
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treme pleaſure, 


ſhone forth moſt illuſtriou ſly and 
gloriouſly. 


20 Tour errors and miſcarriages 


have involved you in great ca- 
lamities, and you will be car- 
ried as captives to Babylon, but 
you will not always remain 
there : as if Cyrus had already 
proclaimed your diſcharge, I ſay 


unto you, leave that idolatrous 


city, depart from the cruel Chal- 
deans; with gratitude and ex- 
publiſh your 
deliverance, let the trumpet of 
fame ſound to che end of the 
earth, ſaying, the moſt high 
God hath vouchſafed the off- 


ſpring of his ſervant Jacob, a 


mighty, moſt gracious, and won- 
derful redemption. 


22 And in their return to their 


native country, over wild and 
barren deſarts, they ſhall be ſup- 
plied with every thing that 1s 
neceſſary, as their forefathers 
were in their paſſage from Egypt 
to the land of Canaan: rather 
than they ſhould want, he cauſed 


the waters to flow out of the 


hard rock : he clave aſunder the 


flinty rock ſo that it guſhed with 


plentiful ſtreams of refreſhing 
ft 


element. 


20. Go ye forth of 
Babylon, flee ye from 
the Chaldeans, with a 
voice of ſinging de- 
clare ye, tell this, ut- 
ter it, even to the end 
of the earth : ſay ye, 
the Lord hath re- 
deemed his ſervant 
Facob, 


21. And they 
thirſted not when he 
led them through the 
deſerts: he cauſed 
the waters to flow 
out of the rock for 
them; he clave the 
rock alſo, and the u- 
ters guſhed out. 


h of 


rom 
th 2 
de- 
, Ut- 
end 
ye, 

re- 
vant 


22. There is nv 
peace ſaith the Lord 
unto the wicked, 
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It ought always to be remem- Sxor. 6 
bered, that diſtinctions will be >= 
made as to men's happineſs or Tong EY 
miſery, according to the moral 
differences of their virtue or 
vice: and whether they be Chal- 
deans or Jews, and in Babylon or 
in Jeruſalem, in a ſtate of ſlavery 
or in a proſperous condition, if 
they be wicked there is no peace 
for them, no real enjoyment to 


the ungodly, nor poſſibility of 


ſecurity for any bleſſing. 
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A PARAPHRASE on tbe 


EtAP XIX SECT. LXV. 


Attention RAT of the ifles and prople from far. 
His commiſſion and qualifications to whom they were 
i attend, His complaint of the inefjicacy or ſmell 
- friceeſs of his endeavours. Enceuresement and pro- 
miſe that be ſhould be glorified theugh Iſrael was nt 
gathered Succeſs among the Gentiles: and accep- 
tence.<cith God to him who was deſpiſed of men. 
Deſolole Places inhabited. Prifens diſcharged. Ard 
abundart proviſion and protection afforded. The 
Jews were Io be gathered together ſrom the remottfi 
parts whither they had been bee I—13. 


Ila. Klin t 


Ha. xlix. I. 


OUR parcicular attention ; e ee 


is expected and ſerious 


— 
Ha. xlix. conſideration, O you who are 
inhabitants of ilands, and ye 


people in the remoteſt regions ; 
F am going to declare that which 
you are greatly concerned to 
know, believe, and improve as 
true, important and certain: to 
begin with myſelf, and elucidate 


a little my pretentions, and the 


authority 1 have to afford 

Rructions or predictions. From 
my earlieſt infancy the Lord de- 
fened me for the prophetic 
office I am engaged in: from 
my very birth, he declared in 


the name he aſſigned the great 


work for which he had appointed 
me. | | h 
Fhat 


unto me, and 
hearken ye peo- 
ple from far, The 
Lord hath called me 
rom the womb, from 
the bowels of. wy 
mother hath he made 
mention of my name, 


Boot of IS AA R. | 
That I might act with pro- SE Cr. 65. 


2. And he hath 


made my mouth like 
a ſharp . in the 
ſhadow of bis hand 
hath he hid me, and 
made me a poliſhed 
| ſhaft; in his quiver 
05 hath he hid me. 


me, Thou art my 
ſervant, O Iſrael, in 
whom I will be glo- 
rified. i 


2.1 And ſaid unto 


priety and efficacy in ſtemming 


the dreadful torrent of prevail- 


ing vice and corruption, he hath 
prepared my mouth and tongue, 
{o that my ſpeech like a ſharp 
ſword can penetrate the inmoſt 
receſſes of the heart : his pecu- 
liar protection is my defence and 
ſecurity from the perſecution of 
my enemies : I may farther com- 
pare myſelf for an engaging 


manner of addreſs to a poliſhed 


ſhafr winged arrow or pointed 
Javelin, that wounds at a conſi- 
derable diſtance; he hath ca- 
vered and hidden me in his qui- 
ver, ſo that I ſhould not be ob- 
noxious to that evil and miſchief, 
that impenitent and ungodly ſin- 


ners, may be inclined ta inflict 


upon me. | | 
And he hath in expreſs words 
declared unto me, ſaying, O thou 
true and faithful deſcendant from 
Jacob and IJfraelite indeed, in this 


— 
if, xlix. 


2 


degenerate age, art my ſincere 


ſervant and labourer for the 
greateſt good and reformation of 
the people; in whoſe teſtimony 
for the true religion of piety and 


virtue I will be glorified, my 


predictions honoured and be- 


heved © 


And ſaid, &c. The great annotators render, and he ſaid 
flor art my ſervant, It is Iſrael in whom I will be glorified. 
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Ifa. xlix. 


4 


4 PARAPHR ASH cn the 
$t 6. 65. lieved, my perfections adored, 
| 


and my laws obeyed, 
Reſpecting the ſmall ſucceſs of 
my miniſtry, the ſequel was then 
extorted from me: glad ſhould 
I be, O Lord, ſaid I any way 
to advance thy glory, and pro- 
mote the good of my fellow 
creatures; yet what have I hi- 


therto had to boaſt of from un- 


wearied labours, continual vigi- 


Tance, and the utmoſt expence of 
ſtrength and ſpirits; neverthe- 


leſs this may ſomewhat comfort 


me, that thou, O God, art my 


judge, and wilt meaſure my ac- 
ceptance and recompence, not 
by 1 the precarious event anct ſue- 
ceſs of my induſtry, but by my 


faithfulneſs and ſincerity in all 


branches of duty. 


5 6 To which the Lord anſwered, 


nable difficulties and diſcourage- 


who in my original formation, 
plainly intended me to be the 
happy inſtrument of converting 
his people from the error of their 
ways : It was what I greatly de- 


fired, that they would have been 


reclaimed, but if they be obſti- 
nate in their impenitency, will 
my God highly eſteem me for 
the fidelity of my endeavours, 


and ſupport me under all imagi- 


D 


ments? 


my 


4. Than d, 'F 


have laboured in vain, 


I have ſpent my 
ſtrength for nought, 
and in vain, yet ſure- 
ly my judgment 7; 
with the Lord, and 
my work with my 
God. 


5. And now ſaith 
the Lord that formed 
me -from the womb 
to be his ſervant, to 
bring Jacob again to 
ble, t Though Tſrasl 
be not gathered, yet 
ſhall J be glorious in 
the eyes of the Lord, 
and my God ſhall be 
my ſtrength. 

6. And he ſaid, it 
is a light thing that 
thou ſhouldſt be my 
ſervant to raiſe up 


the tribes of Faceh, 


and to reſtore the pre- 
ſerved 


t Though Tract, Sc. The moi reading is, that Iſrael may 
be gathered unto him, and I may be glorious, &c, 


ſetved of Iſrael: I 
will alſo give thee 
for a light to the 
Gentilss, that thou 
mayeſt be my felva- 
tion unto the end of 
the carth. 


7. Thus faith the 


Lord, the redeemer 
of 1ſrazl, and his holy 
One, u to him whom 


man deſpiſeth, to 


him whom the nation 
abhorreth, to a ſer- 
vant of rulers, kings 
ſhall ſee and ariſe, 
princesalſo ſhall wor- 
ſhip, becauſe of the 
Lord, that rs faithful, 
and the holy One of 
Iſrael, and he ſhall 
ckooſe thee. 
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ments? further than that, hathSzcr.65. 


he been pleaſed to intimate, it is 
a ſmall matter that thou ſhouldeſt 
reſtore the common wealth of 7/-ae] 
now in ruins; or reform a few 
Fewsgrownextremely degenerate, 
I will alfodifpatch thee to givethe 
light of true knowledge and con- 
ſequently of peace and protperity 
to Gentile nations; to be the happy 
means of peace and ſafety to the 


extremities of the earth. 


—_— 
Iſa. xlix2 


— 


586 


To this purpoſe, the ſove-) 


reign Lord, the deliverer of , 
rael, the ſymbols of whoſe pre- 
ſence are placed in the ſanctuary, 
expreſsly declares, as to that in- 
comparable man, whom the ge- 


nerality of the Fewih nation 


traduce, and the rulers, tor his 
free admonitions, treat as mean 
and deſpicable ; hereafter, when 
his predictions are ſeen to be 
fulfilled, his exalted merit ſhall 
be confeſſed; monarchs ſhall 


riſe from their thrones to do him 


homage ; and princes eſteem him 
worthy of all the regard and de- 
| ference 


u To him whom, &c. The margin is, 10 him that is deſpiſed in 


ul, i. e. apprized in his own mind how much he is neglected 


ad deſpiſed. Pſal. cxxiii. 4. Accepted time in the next verſe 
is ſuppoſed to be an alluſion to court- days; and the cuſtom of 
princes to ſet apart certain portions of their time for receiving 
petitions and addreſſes from their ſubjects, which would then be 
likely to be molifima tempora fandi, and more readily granted, 
than if preferred unſeaſonably, and ſo as to interrupt other im- 
portant affairs. 
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— 


Ila. 


xlix. 


A PaRAPHRASE on the 
Sgr. 65. ference, that can be ſhewed him, 


inaſmuch as the Almighty hath 
very minutely performed the 
promiſes he made in his name; 
and given undeniavle conviction 
that he had choſen and appoint- 
ed him to the ſtation and 
important character he ſo reſ- 


pectably and honourably ſuf- 


tained. 


3 Which conſtitutes a moſt il- 


luſtrious fame and immortality 
of glory, the all-diſcerning Being 
hath declared his approbation, 
ſaying, when the wiſhed for pe- 
riod of my people's deliverance 


ſhall commence, as an addreſs to 


ſome grand perſonage at a moſt 
favourable conjuncture is ac- 
cepted, thine interceſſion ſhall 
be attended to for their welfare 
and happineſs; to obtain my 
kind aſſiſtance, and to confirm 
my covenant; by which I am 
engaged to reſtore to its former 
condition of proſperity, the land 
of Judah: and enable the chil- 
dren of Iſrael to rebuild and poſ- 
ſeſs thoſe ancient inheritances 

which have long lain waſte. 
That thou, O Cyras, mighteſt 
chearfully accompliſh what has 
been. foretold of thee : and ;be 
the 


8. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, in an accept- 
ed time have I heard 
thee, and in a day 
of ſalvation have 
I helped thee : and! 
will preſerve thee, 
and give thee for a 
covenant of the peo- 
ple, to eftabliſh the 
earth, and to cauſe to 
inherit the deſolate 
heritages. 


9. That thou may- 
eſt ſay to the x pri- 
{oners, go forth: to 
them that are in dark- 

neſs 


x Priſoners, &c. The 7 ſeem here compared to 2 


flock of ſheep, that being freed from their folds, as hay 90 
| along 


— — a — wy 


he 


Pt 
ird 
lay 
ive 
1} 
ee, 
ra 


e0- 
the 
to 


ö 
ate 


refs ſhew yourſelves: 
they ſhall feed in the 
ways, and their paſ- 


tures ſhall be in all 


high places. | 


10. They hall not 
hunger nor thirſt, 
neither ſhall the heat 
nor ſun ſmite them: 
for he that hath mer- 
cy on them ſhall lead 
them, even by the 
ſprings of water ſhall 
he guide them. 


Book of ISalan,. 

the ſig 

hand, of reſtoring liberty to 
captives : ſaying, to thoſe who 
have been ſecreted from human 
ſociety 1n the lonely durance of 
dark and gloomy priſons, appear 
openly on the public ſtage, mult 
be extremely welcome. There 
ſhall, moreover, be all things 
neceſſary and convenient provid- 
ed, for your entertainment in 
your long journey; and places 
which are uſually barren afford 


plenty of paſturage. 


Tt 


They ſhall nor greatly ſuffer 10 


in paſſing through inhoſpitable 
deſarts for want of due ſuſte- 
nance : neither ſhall they be 
overcome with heat in ſultry 
climates, nor ſcorched by the 
ſun's moſt powerful meridian 
beams: for he who is ſo full of 
compaſſion as to redeem them, 
ſhall conduct them along the 
banks of ſome large river, where 


there are perpetual refreſhing 


breezes, and not fail in any one 
inſtance to protect and defend 
them. 


M 2 No 


along graze : and the next verſe to allude to the proviſion Gop 
made for the children of Iſrael, by means of the pillars of the 
cloud and of fire, for their travels through the wilderneſs : alſo 
his ſhowering down mauna, and fetching water out of the flinty 


rock. See Pſal. cxxi. 5, 6. 
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No great difficulty ſhall ariſe 
from the ſteepeſt declivities of 
lofty mountains, but their paths 


hall be even and level; and the 


12 


road in lower ground ſhall be 
raiſed to ſuch an elevated height 
that they may regularly proceed 
without interruption or moleſta- 
tion. | 

They ſhall be gathered from 
the remoteſt country to which 
they have been diſperſed, by ca- 
lamities in their own : even from 
almoſt all quarters of this habi- 
table earth : and as they ſhall 
rendezvous, it may be remarked, 
lo ! theſe have travelled from the 


the 


11. And I will 
make all my moun- 
tains a way, and my 
high way ſhall be ex- 
alted. 


12. Behold, theſe 
ſhall come from far: 
and lo, theſe from 
the north and from 


the weit, and theſe: 


from the land of &. 
nim. 


north, theſe from the weſt, and 


theſe from the land of Sinim. 


CHAP 


Th 


fa 
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Heaven and earth made to congratulate the Jews upon 


their reſtoration. 


Complaint of its having been long 


. delayed and their miſery great. Certainty thereof in 

due ſeaſon, and of the great increaſe of the people. 

Fo Promiſes to. be accompliſhed by additions of Gentiles, 
2 and ſignal advantages from them. Strength of the 
m | Chaldeans 10 hindrance, but the Jews ſhould be 


if reſcued from them, and their inhumanity ſeverely re- 


7. ſented. 1 3 7 the end. 


Ha XX: 13. 
ING, O heavens, 
and be joyful O 
earth; and break 
forth into ſinging, O 
mountains, for the 
Lord hath comforted 
his people, and will 
have mercy upon his 


afflicted. 


Iſa. xlix. 13. 
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S if the favourable event, Sgr. 66. 
which is moſt certain, had — 


already happened, ſuffer me to 
invite you, O ye inanimate be- 
ings, as if you had ſenſations and 
reflections, and had ſympathiz- 
ed with their ſufferings, even 


heaven and earth to be ſenſibly 


delighted that they were ended: 

aſpiring mountains with plea- 
ſure in joyful ſongs to congra- 
tulate the children of 7/-ae] for 
their wonderful deliverance. 
The occaſion is ſignal, the con- 


ſolation great, the compaſſion 


inexpreſſible, which the Lord 
hath vouchſafed thoſe ſervants 
whoſe afflictions and miſeries 


have rendered them contrite and 


14. But Zion ſaid, 
The Lord hath for- 
ſaken me, and my 


Lord 


humble, penitent and obedient. 


But the prophecy, however 
acceptable and ſufficiently au- 
M 3 thenticated 


Iſa. 5 


14 & 15 
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A PARAPHRASE 01 the 
'SECT.G6. thenticated, will ſcarce at firſt be 


1 credited by the inhabitants of 


14 & 1; Zion; they will be apt rather toſay, 


bemoaning themſelves and almoſt 
deſponding, our captivity and mi- 
ſeries have been ſo long conti- 
nued, and our redemption de- 
ferred, that it looks more likely 
that the Lord hath utterly for- 
ſaken us; and our Lord, who 
was formerly mindful of his co- 
venant and promiſe, hath for- 
gotten that we are his people. 
To which, ſaith the prophet, I 
can, upon the belt authoriry of 
the word of the Lord ; anſwer 
by aſking, Did the affection and 
tenderneſs of a mother ever ſuf- 
fer her to eraze all remembrance 
of her ſucking infant, that ſhe 
was ſo unnatural and cruel as not 


to have the leaſt regard for the 


cries of her afflicted babe ? It 
is poſſible that mothers may be 
worle than brutes, real monſters, 
and horridly negligent; yet you 
are my creatures and my people, 
and may ve certain that you are 
ever freſh in my memory. 


16 As if ſome ſenſible repreſen- 


cation of thy name, image or 


picture wes engraved upon the 


palms of my hands, as often as 


I opened them, to preſent itſelf 


a treth to my eyes; ſuch a me- 
morial, or equivalent in my af- 
tection do I preſerve, that it is 

| as 


Lord hath forgotten 
me. 

I5. Can a woman 
forget her ſucking 
child, that ſhe ſhould 
not have compaſſion 
on the ſon of her 
womb ? Yea they 
may forget, yet will 
not I forget thee, 


16. Behold, I have 
graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands, 
thy walls are conti- 
nually before me. 
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17. Thy children 
thall make haſte; 
thy deſtroyers and 
they that made thee 
waſte ſhall go forth 
of thee. 


18. Lift up thine 
eyes round about, 
and behold, all theſe 
gather themſelves to- 
gether, and come to 


thee : as 1 live, ſaith 


the Lord, thou ſhalt 
ſurely cloath thee 
with them all, as 
with an ornament, 
and bind them nn thee 
a5 a bride di. 


19, For thy waſte 
and thy defolate 


places, and the land 


of thy deſtruction 
ſhall even now be too 
narrow 
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as eaſy for me to forget as my-SECT.60. 


ſelf; but that the ſhattered con- 


be continually in my remem- 
brance, till they are repaired. 


If thou wait but a little, and“) 


hope patiently, thy dear off- 
ſpring ſhall, with all ſpeed re- 
turn to thy open and welcome 
arms : thine enemies that ſought 
thy ruin, ſhall not have it in 
their power to give thee further 
diſturbance: and thoſe arrogant 


invaders, who ſpread deſolation 


through the country, and at pre- 


lent poſſeſs ſome of its parts, 


ſhall no longer pretend any right, 
but ſhall freely ſurrender it to 
1ts original proprietors. 


I am fo poſitive in the affair, 18 


at this diſtance of time, I do 
call upon you, O inhabitants of 
Feruſalcn, to take a ſurvey of 
the country all around, what 


multitudes ſhall croud together | 


to do honour to your city and 


nation: as I live, faith the Lord 


Jebovab, they ſhall be ornaments 
to your ſtate: and their charac- 
ters and qualifications, as jewels 
to a bride, to ſet you off to the 
utmoſt advantage of luſtre and 
beauty. 


And as to the ſtrength of;g 


your kingdom, and numbers of 
your people, they ſhall be great- 
ly multiplied: to that degree 

M 4 „ that 


4 ; Iſa. xlix, 
dition of your ruined walls ſhall;g OY 
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21 


A PAR APHRAS E on the 


that the waſte land and ruinous 
parts, ſhall not be large enough 
to afford them room; Thoſe who 
threatened you with a ſpeedy 
end, and like wild beaſts their 
prey to devour you, ſhall be 
removed at too great a diſtance 
to cauſe any uneaſineſs. Your 
poſterity, as they did formerly 
in Egypt; when you ſeemed left 
childleſs, like a deſolate widow, 
and rejected by the Almighty, 
ſhall ſo quick increaſe as to com- 
plain, that the whole country 
cannot include them: ſaying, 
the bounds are too narrow, give 
us larger tracks and further 
{cope, that we may employ our 
hands in cultivating them, and 
providing ſupport for our grow- 
ing families. 

The event is aſtoniſhing, 
and almolt incredible and un- 
accountable from natural cauſes, 
therefore the language of your 
hearts and thoughts ,may be as 
folows : whence ariſes this ex- 


traordinary change in the ſtreets 


of Jeruſalem, lately almoſt emp- 
ty, now thronged with people ; 
who hath begotten, educated, 
or {ituated and concealed them, 
thus ſuddenly to appear, and 
give a molt different and delight- 
ful aſpect to the ſtate of our 
affairs? as for my part, I was 
bereaved of my children, deſti- 

tute 


narrow by rea ſon of 
the inhabitants, and 
they that ſwallowed 
thee up ſhall be far 
away. 5 
20, The children 
which thou ſhalt have 
after thou haſt loſt 
the other, ſhall ſay 
again in thine ears, 
The place is too 
ſtrait for me : give 
place to me that J 
may dwell. 


21. Then ſhalt has 


ſay in thine heart,- 


Who hath begotten 
me theſe, ſecing I 
have loſt my chil- 
dren and am deſolate, 
a captive, and re- 
moving to and fro? 
and who hath brought 
up theſe? Behold I 
was left alone, theſe 
where had chey been ? 


R/ / ..  r aP2by- 


22, Thus ſaith the 


Lord God, Behotd i 


will lift up mine hand 


to the Gentiles, and 


ſet p my ſtandard to 
the people: and they 
ſhall bring thy ſons 


in their arms, and 


thy daughters {ſhall be 


carried on their ſhoul- 


> . 
ders. 


23. And kings 
ſhall be thy y nurfing 
fathers, and therr 
queens thy nurſing 
mothers : they ſhall 
bow down to thee 
with their face to- 
ward the earth; and 
lick up the duſt of 
thy feet, and thou 
ſhalt know that I am 

| the 


, 


ſeemingly diſcarded by my God 


Book of IS AIA H. 1 
tute of my hiſſband, unſettled Sz Or. 66. 


and ſcattered tþ almoſt all lands, 


Iſa. xlix. 
21 


diſtreſſed on every ſide, and 


and maker: whence then is the 
ſcene ſo remarkably changed ? 
The affair will indeed be ex-zz 
traordinary and unparelleled, but 
let it be remembered, faith the 
Lord, that I, who abſolutely 
command all things in heaven 
and earth, do by my word and 
promiſe aſcertain it: at what- 
ever diſtance they are, I will lift 
up my hand to the Gentiles, and 
they ſhall obſerve it: I will ſet 
up my ſtandard to the view of 
the people, and they ſhall be 
ſatisfied it is not without my 
Almighty power to attend it: 
therefore they ſhall ſhew thine 
offspring a peculiar reſpect, and 
aftord them all poſſible aſſiſtance 
in their labours and travels. 
Heathen princes ſhall alſo af- 23 
ford them a peculiar encourage- 
ment in the great and ſignal fa- 
vours they ſhall do them : they 
ſhall allo give the ftrongeſt pro- 
per marks of an extraordinary 
reſpect and deference : and when 
you ſee theſe prophecies accom- 
pliſhed, you muſt acknowledge 
that 


y Nurſing fathers, &c. The origin imports, to do great and 
ſignal favours, to give peculiat aſſiſtance or encouragement, to 
confer great degrees of wealth, honour, or power. {ſai lx. 


lo, Ixvi, 11 and 12. 
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Fx cr. 66. 


Ha. xlix. 
= 
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that I am the true God; and 
that thoſe who rely upon my de- 
clarations, and expect ſuch de- 
liverance as I have toretold, ſhall 
find me to be faithful, and in 
every reſpect meet with the de- 
fire of their hearts. 

If objections are raiſed, and 
how extremely difficult my peo- 
ple ſhall find it to reſcue them- 
{elves from the mighty power of 
the Babyloniſb empire, with the 
injuſtice of attempting to do it 
in thoſe who are Chaldean pro- 
perty by the right of arms : let 
it be conſidered as a full anſwer, 


faith the Lord, that I whe have 


a previous ſovereign right in the 


26 


Jewiſh captives, and likewiſe an 
invincible power to aſſert it, do 
poſitively declare that they ſhall 
be delivered, whatever be their 
power or their pretences, who 
are terrible, and would detain 


you in bondage: for I myſelf 


will oppoſe and diſpute the at- 
fair with thoſe who are zealous 
againit you ; and I will protect 
and defend your poſterity, that 
no one ſhall injure or oppreſs 
them. 


Lou, my people, need not 


engage in the painful and diſa- 
greeable 


the Lord: for they 


ſhall not be aſhamed 
that wait for me. 


24. Shall the prey 
be taken from the 
mighty, or the lawful 
captive delivered? 

25, But thus faith 
the Lord : Even the 


captives of the migh- 


ty ſhall be taken a- 
way, and the prey of 
the terrible ſhall be 
delivered: for I will 
contend with him 
that contendeth with 
thee, and I will ſave 
thy children. 


26. And 2 I will 
feed them that op- 
; preſs 


2 And Twill feed, &c. Xenophen, in his Cyrcpeed. relates that 


many of the Chald:ans fell oft from Balſſagar, their king, and 


Joined 


vill 


op- 
els 


that 
and 
ned 


preſs thee, with their 


own fleſh, and they 


\1ll be drunken with 
their own blood, as 
with ſweet wine: 


and all fleſh ſhall 


know, that I the Lord 
am thy ſaviour and 


redeemer, the m igh ty 
one of Jacob. 


2 FIS AIAE. 


ſions and animoſities among 26 
themſelves ſhall bring on them a 
moſt heavy and dreadful deſtruc- 
tion: as famiſhed wretches fall 
greedily on to devour the plenti- 
tul proviſion of a well-ipread 
table, with ſuch eagerneſs and 
madneſs ſhall they embrue their 
hands in one anothers blood: 
ſo that all men ſhall clearly un- 
derſtand, and be fully ſatisfied, 
that I the Lord of the univerſe, 
am on your fide, do eſpouſe 
your caule ; and the mighty 
protector and guardian of the 
ſeed of Jacob is able to deliver 
you from your moſt potent and 
inveterate adverſaries. 


joined themſelves to Cyrus, who were the moſt forward in Cur- 
prizing the city, and ſhewed the Perſians the way to the king's 
palace, where they ſlew him and all his attendants, 


CHAP. 
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your enemies blood; their divi- _"— 


Iſa. xlix. 


164 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


. 


The Lord had not, ſtricily ſpeaking, 
but they had forſaken him, neglect 
ſervice, and repeated meſſages ſent by his prophet. 

Iſaiah authorized 


Preſent affairs dark and gloomy. 


SECT. IXVI. 


eeted his people, 


re 
i his homage and 


to brighten them, and prepare and aiſpoſe the minds 


of the captives for deliverance. 


It is by patience, 


ſufferings, and ſupport that they were to be prepared, 
Slighting his admonitions certain to be fatal. 


„ 


F oh, Ye captive Jews, whoſe 
— 


Iſa. 1. | 


impatience is ſo great that 


you are ready to deſpair, as if 


abandoned by heaven and pro- 


vidence: for your ſupport and 
encouragement, the Lord hath 
declared as follows; upon ſlight 
occaſions jealous huſbands put 
away their wives, giving them 
a writing of divorce never more 
to receive them: can you pro- 
duce any evidence thar 1 have 
dealt with you 1n this manner. 
Parents, under extreme difficul- 
ties, have been conſtrained to 
make ſale of their children, to 
ſatisfy the rigorous demands of 


unfecling creditors; have you a 


ſingle inſtance to mention in 


which I have thus diſpoſed of 
you; the truth is, that by your 
iniquities you have fold yourſelves 


into a ſtate of bondage : all 
vice 


. 
HUS ſaith the 
Lord, where is 
the bill of your mo- 
ther's divorcement, 
whom I put away ? 
Or which of my cre- 
ditors 7s it to whom 
I have ſold you? Be- 
bold for your iniqui- 
ties have you ſold 
yourſelves, and for 
your tranſgreſſions is 
your mother put a- 
way. 


vt grit 


Book of IS AIAH. 16; 


vice is in its natural effect miſe. Sr or. G. 
ry, and your abominations have, 
ſo highly provoked a moſt hay r; 


2 ſolutely rejected you from being 
a any longer his people. 
; 2. Wherefore when You were made captives and? 
4 MW 1cime was there no are continued in bondage, for no 
b man? When I called other reaſons but becauſe you 
7 3 1 027” have criminally neglected all 
; ſhortened at all that Proper expedients for your re- 
it cannot redeem ? demption : when 1 ſhewed you 
Or Juv 3 5 by my prophets what theſe were, 
E - „„ 1 8 was there any man that regarded? 
is up the ſea, I make When you were called upon to 
o- the rivers a wilder- amend your evil ways: who a- 
neſs : their fiſh tink- mong you acted correſpondently | 
5 th becauſe thre © or was reformed ? From your 
= no water, and drieth ? 8 : y 
m for thirſt, own obſtinacy of impenitency 
e- you muſt account for the pro- 
1 longation of your calamities; you 


God, that he might juſtly have 


done it, though he has not ab- 


will not preſume to ſay, that my 
hand is at all ſhortened that it 
cannot extend to work out your 
recovery ; nor that I am not 


able, if it was fitting and reaſon- 


able, to perform as great delive- 


rances as have been done in an- 


Client times. Recollect, how at 
my chiding them, the waters of 
the ſea inſtantly dried up ? by a 
word only I converted the rivers 
into a ſandy deſart; as the effect 


of this miracle, the finny broods 


ſent forth an offenſive ſmell; they 
ſoon died when the element was 
| with- 


3 
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Sgr. 67. withdrawn from them, and their 
—— thirſt no longer aſſuaged. 


No human conceptions can be 
elevated to a degree of majeſty 
and ſublimity that is adequate to 
my boundleſs attributes: I give 
the ſun all the dazzling luſtre of 


its brighteſt beams; aid when- 


ever I pleaſe, I cloath the hea- 
vens, as in a mourning habit with 


the blackeſt clouds ; the diſmal 
plague of Egyptian darkneſs was 


obſequious to my order, and 


ſackcloth univerſally wore, as in 
times of the moſt ſolemn pub- 
lic humiliation. | 

The Lord hath compleatly 
furniſhed me, his prophet, with 
learning and abilities, for the 
important ſervice of informing 
your underſtandings, and mov- 
ing your affections, that you 
may be duly prepared for the 
deliverance intended you, I am 
taught and fully inſtructed, how 
to adminiſter advice and conſo- 
lation to the beſt advantage, ac- 
cording to the times and ſeaſons; 
to revive thoſe ſpirits which are 
ready to droop under the heavieſt 
burdens, and recover that pa- 


tience which is almoſt exhauſted : 
as diligent maſters early awaken 


their ſcholars to improve, in or- 
der to make progreſs, the ſuc- 


ceſſive hours of morning, by a 
cloſe application to ſtudy, fo am 


I every 


2, I cloath the 
heavens with black- 
nets, and I make 
ſackcloth their co- 
vering. 


4. The Lord hatk 


given me the tongue 
of the learned, that 
I ſhould Saw how 
to ſpeak a word in 
ſeaſon to him that is 
weary : he wakeneth 
morning by morning: 
he waketh mine ear 


to hear as the learn- 


ed. 


alk 


zue 
hat 
OW 

in 
t 75 
eth 
18: 


car 


h- 
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I every day excited by a regular Sr or. 60. 


ſeries of viſions or revelations, 


that I may be eminently ſkilful 


5. The Lord hath 
pened mine ear, and 
J was not rebellious, 
neither turned away 


back, 


6. Igave my back 
to the ſmiters, and 
my cheeks to them 
that plucked off the 
hair: I hid not my 
face from ſhame and 
ſpitting. 


and uſeful, and in all reſpects 
qualified for anſwering God's 
gracious purpoſes to his peculiar 
people. 

Such meaſures hath the Lord 
uſed as to influence me to heark- 
en to his will, and obſerve his 
pleaſure, rendering my mind 
open to his communications : I 
was not, like too many of thoſe 
to whom I am ſent, of a ſtub- 
born and refractory temper : 


neither have I declined the ſer- 


vice, nor perverſely refuſed to 
carry the meſſage, though I fore- 
ſaw what would be the conſe- 
quence as to its regeption and 
entertainment. | 
My thoughts were entirelys 
bent upon fidelity in the diſcharge 
of my duty, and his acceptance 
who appointed me, ſo that I ve- 
ry readily ſubmitted to the moſt 
opprobrious bad uſage : neither 
was there an inſtance of con- 
tempt, outrage, or brutal vio- 
lence, that I ſuffered not from 
their mad rage, their cruel and 
inveterate malice : I never con- 
cealed any neceſſary truth, nor 
was guilty of any criminal com- 
pliances to avoid the groſſeſt at- 
fronts or the higheſt indignities. 
| I am 


4 
i 
* 

4 
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Szcr.6j. I am fully ſatisfied that the 
— great and bleſſed God, who ap- 
16. . pointed me to this important 
office, will aſſift and ſupport me 
againſt all oppoſition; I there- 
fore harden myfelt, and confirm 
my reſolutions by reflection, to 
out-brave all injuries and re- 
proaches; my courage is not to 
be ſurmounted, for 1 am certain 
of an happy iſſue, and that I 
ſhall not be diſappointed in the 
oreateſt of my hopes, and the end 
of my faith and patience. 
T9 The Almighty and Eternal 
God, whoſe I am, and whom 1 
| ſerve, is always in perfect readi- 
neſs to vindicate my cauſe, and 
aſcertain my divine commiſſion, 
in deſpight pf all my enemies, 
by the accompliſhment of thoſe 
things he hath enabled me to 
foretel: Who is he that will ar- 
gue the affair, or debate the 
point againſt me? Let us both 
appear in the preſence of the ſu- 
preme and all-diſcerning Judge; 
who is mine antagoniſt ? "Let him 


— | 


draw near to me at this moſt aw- 


ful tribunal, where it ſhall ſoon 
be tried and known who is in the 
right, and who 1s wrong. It 
may be noted to my advantage, 
that a molt juſt and holy God 1s 
on my ſide, and will afford me 
his aid; who among frail mor- 
tals is there, that will be daring 

enough 


7. For the Lord 
God will help me; 
therefore ſhall I not 


be confounded, theres 


fore have 1 {et m 
face like a flint, and 
I know that I ſhall 
not be aſhamed. 


8. He 75 near that 
juſtifieth me, who 
will contend with 
me ? Let us ſtand to- 
gether : who is mine 
adverſary ? Let him 
come near to me. 

9. Behold, the 
Lord God will help 
me, Who is he that 
ſhall condemn me ? 
Lo they all ſhall wax 


old as a garment : the 


moth ſhall eat them 
up. 


! 


* . 


Pr — . 


* 

10. Who is among 
you that feareth the 
Lord, that obeyeth 
the voice of his fer- 
vant, that walketh 
in darkneſs, and 
bath no light? Let 
him truſt in the name 


of the Lord, and 


ſlay upon his God. 


11. Behold, all ye 


that kindle a fire, 
that compaſs your- 


ſelves about with 


ſparks: walk in the 
light of your fire, 
and in the ſparks that 

Yor. It; ye 
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and ungodly as to do it, however 
rich and powerful ſhall not be 


ſucceſsful; like a garment they 
mall gradually wear away, as the 


moth cats it up, they ſhall waſte 


away and utterly periſh, 

This conſumption or perdi- io 
tion will befall mine enemies; 
they are but too many; others, ; 


whatever their number is, may 
expect the contrary; and the 
captive who dwells at prefent in 
a diſſolute and idolatrous Baby- 


lon, yet continues to profels true 


religion, and to obſerve its laws : 
who diligently attends to the in- 
ſtructions of his faithful ſervant, 
yet whoſe mind is in danger, 
trom his forlorn condition, . of 
being over-clouded with gloomi- 
neſs and melancholy, let him be 
perſuaded to perſevere in the un- 
ſhaken firmneſs of his religious 
reliance; and ſupport himſelf, 
with the certainty of his trath 
and faithfulneſs, who has en- 


gaged his promiſe for his deliver- . 
FT 
The righteous, who acts in 11 


this manner, . ſhall not fail of 
enjoying the glorious light of 
his recovered. liberty: on the 
other hand, all you who have 


recourſe to other expedients of 


your 
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enough to pronounce on me SRO . 


LE ence. of condemnation ?. 


— 
A. 1. 
thoſe who are ſo unrighteous ; 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


| SkcT.67. your own power, or of foreign 


Iſa. I. 


aids, you will find W 
11 diſappointed in your expectations 
"of peace or ſafety from them, 
Like an unthinking man, who 
kindles a fire to afford him light 
and heat, and ſuffers it to in- 


creaſe to that * of vehe- 


mence, till, as a kind of con- 


: flagration, it utterly conſumes 


him: in like manner ſhall you 


be ſunk, by your flattering 


SEcT.69. 
ng 


Ifa. 


ſchemes of proſperity, into the 


depths of mifery and deſtruction. 


CHAP. LI 


ye have kindled. 
his ſhall ye have of 
mine — 7 ye ſhall 
lie down in ſorrow. 


SECT. LXVII. 


The righteous e The time drawing near, 


when God's promiſes ſpould be fulfilled and his king- 


dom greatly enlarged. Prayer that the Almighly 
power might be fignalized in the overthrow of his 
people's enemies. Man not the obj ſect of fear, where 
there is an abſolute confidence in 0 od. The ſuffer- 
ings of the Jews completed: their oppreſſors ſhortly 


to TIRE the bitter cup. 


Is4. Ii. 1. | 
N OUR fixed regard is de- 
1 manded, O all ye whoſe 
{ſtudy and endeavour it is to 
know and obſerve the laws of 
juſtice, equity, and mercy; who 
unfeignedly deſire to ſerve, to 
pleaſe, and to be approved of 
God, that ye may not be dif- 
couraged i in this regular courſe : 


the 


a HH. . 
Earken to me, 
e that follow 
after righteouſneſs, 
e that ſeek the Lord: 
took unto the rock 
whence ye are hewen, 
and to the hole of the 
pit whence ye are 

digged, 


©, — > ww £A\. 
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the ſituation of affairs may beSzc7:68- 
dark and cloudy, and men of FD 


* | e 
worth and character, few in, | 


number; yet recollect the origi- 


nals of your nation; how ſmall 
your firſt riſe was; not unlike - 


an hard rock in a quarry, that 


nevertheleſs has been wrought 


into a ſpacious building: or the 


aperture of a pit or foundation, 


that by continually flowing, has 


at length produced the refreſh- 


2. Look unto A. 
braham your father, 
and unto Sarah that 
bare you; for J cal- 
led him alone, and 
bleſſed him, and in- 
creaſed him. 


ing ſtreams of a large river. 

The improbability, of your z 
reſtoration and future proſperity 
in all reſpects, cannot be greater 
than that of your anceſtor Mra- 
ham, and Sarah, from whom 
you ſprung ; that from ſo dead a 
ſtock, ſhould arife ſo large a 


| poſterity. They were no more 


than a ſingle pair, and childleſs, 
when I brought them out of 


Cbaldea; neither had he any proſ- 


pect of an iſſue from his ſpouſe, 


being barren and paſt the uſual 


age, before ſhe conceived : yet 
owing to my favour and bleſſing, 
he became in number as the ſtars 
of heaven, increaſed to a multi- 


tucde, like the ſand on the lea- 


3. For the Lord 


ſhall comfort Zion: 


he will comfort all 


her waſte places, and' 
he will make her 


wilderneſslike Eden, 
and 


ſhore. 

This part of your hiſtary, z 
and how your ſtate was founded, 
can be no ſecret to you. Now 
the ſame great and bleſſed God 
will as certainly be gracious and 

"RN merci- 


RR; N on TO 3 


A 
} 
! 

* 
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of 


Snort. 68. merciful to you, as he was to 


ia. Ii. 


Tt—A— Abraham, will comfort Zion by 


raiſing that place to its ancient 
beauty and ſplendour; making 
its deſolate parts to be again in- 


| habited : and the country which 


lay waſte like a wilderneſs, to a- 
bound in corn and fruit like 
Eden; even that which was over- 


run with weeds and brambles, 


truly to reſemble the earthly pa- 


radiſe, where the originals of 


our race firſt dwelt: grief and 
lamentation ſhall be baniſhed; 
and nothing but. dithbnftritions 


of joy and gratitude heard in 


the ſtreets; with the loudeſt and 
moſt tranſporting ſounds of vo- 


caſ and inſtrumental muſic. 

Give diligent attention, O my 
dear countrymen, and let what 
Jam declaring, make the deep- 
eſt, laſting, impreſſion: for it 
is determined by the ſupreme 
and all-adored Being, that reli- 
gion ſhall not be wholly loſt and 
buried in oblivion, by your long 


a 


* captivity amongſt a deluded race 


of idolatrous Babylonians; but 


the divine laws ſhall be again 
revived and inculcated as your 
rules and meaſures, whereby you 


are to be guided, as to right and 
wrong, good and evil, virtue and 
vice. | 


The 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


and her deſart likethe 
garden of the Lord; 
Joy and gladneſs ſhall 
be found therein, 
thankſgiving and the 
voice of melody. 


4. Hearken unto 
me, my people, and 
give ear unto me, O 
my nation: for 2 
law ſhall proceed 


from me, and I will 


make my judgment 
to reſt for a light of 
the people. 


unto 

and 
„ 0 
1 1 
ceed 
will 
nent 


ht of 


5. My righteouſ- 
neſs is near: my 
ſalvation is gone 
forth, and mine arms 


ſhall judge the peo- 


ple: the iſles ſhall 
wait upon me, and 
on mine arm fhall 


they truſt. 


6. Lift up your 
eyes to the heavens, 
and look upon the 
earth beneath : for 
the heavens ſhall va- 
niſhaw ay like ſmoke, 
and the earth ſhall 


wax old like a gar- 


ment, and they that 
dwell therein ſhall 
die in like manner : 
but my ſalvation ſhall 
be for ever, and my 
riehteouſneſs thall 
not be aboliſhed. 


potence exerted in correcting 
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The event is not only certain, SE Or. 68. 
but the wiſhed for ſeaſon ap- 
proaching, when my truth and. 
faithfulneſs of promiſe, ſhall be 
diſplayed in the performance: and 
redemption of my people: if 
Cyrus's decree be not already iſſu- 
ed torth, the predictions clearly 
ſhew, from the time fixed for 
their accompliſhment, that ere 
long it ſhall be: and my omni- 


their cruel oppreſſors ; Gentiles 
allo, in the remoteſt parts, hear- 
ing the reports of my amazing 
tranſactions, {hall raiſe hopes of 
the like favours, and ſhall re- 
poſe an abſolute confidence in 
my power and ſuperintendency. 
The reliance, to thoſe who 6 
obſerve my laws, is a well- 
grounded one; for ſooner than 
my word ſhould fail, ſhall the | . 
wonderful fabric of this viſible 
world, which is ſo firmly eſtab- 
liſhed, and has ſo long been 
preſerved, be totally diffolved : 
the time will indeed come, 
when the ftrangeſt convulſions 
and revolutions ſhall happen in 
nature: the heavens pals away 
like ſmoke; the earth wax old, 
and worn out as a garment, 
and the inhabitants, without ex- 
ception, all ſubmit to the com- 
mon fate of an univerſal morta- 
Iity; but my engagements ſtand 
Ng upon 


174 A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT.68. upon the firmeſt foundation of 


r my own immutable attributes; 
*.** gand it is impoſſible that my righ- 


teouſneſs, truth, and faithtul- 

neſs, ſhould be aboliſhed or de- 
ſtroyed. 

& 8 Nothing can afford me a more 

ſenſible pleaſure, than reviving 

your 5 peg ſpirits ; ſuffer 

me therefore, again and again, to 

requeſt your cloſe attention, you 

who lead righteous and good 

lives, who are ſincerely concern- 

ed to obey my laws, never be 

affected with any inſults that are 

offered, or reproaches thrown up- 

on you by unthinking men, on 


account of your piety and vir- 


tue; neither be ditmayed ſhould 
the greateſt of them ſtig matize 
your names for your religious 
confidence: for as a moth by 
ſlow degrees, but moſt certainly 
conſumes a garment; and as a 
worm deſtroys a woollen cloth, fo 
inſenſibly but infallibly fhall 
they waſte away; but there is an 
unqueſtionable ſecurity, in my 
natural and eſſential attributes, 
for my moral ones of righteouſ. 
neſs and goodneſs, that they ſhall 
be perpetual; neither is it to be 
ſuppoſed, that my promiſes for 
my people's ſalvation, ſhould 


fail throughout all their ſucceſ- 


five ages and generations. 


7. Hearken unto 
me, ye that know 
righteouſneſs, the 
people in whoſe heart 
is my law, fear ye 
not the reproach of 
men, neither be ye a- 
fraid of their revil- 
ings. 

8. For the moth 
ſhall eat them up like 
a garment, and the 
worm ſhall eat them 
like wool : but my 
righteouſneſs ſhall be 
for ever, and my 
ſalvation from gene- 
ration to generation. 


1 
4 
N 
c 
8 
/ 
h 
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9. Awake, awake, 
put on ſtrength, O 
a arm of the Lord; a- 
wake as in the an- 
cient days, in the 
generations of old. 
Art thou not 7t that 
hath cut Ralab, and 
wounded the dragon? 


Io. Art thou not 
it which hath dried 
the ſea, the waters of 
the great deep, that 
hath made the depths 
of the fea a way for 
the ranſomed to paſs 
over? 


ſwer, 


Art thou not po 


N 4 
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Of all this the and up- Sxor 68. 
right may be KY . . to = 2 
e are moſt fully ſatisfi- ??. 
ed, nor can entertain the leaſt 
doubt of the divine matchleſs 
Omnipotence: but ſuffer us, O 
thou invincible Being, from the 
depths of miſery to pray, that 
thou wouldeſt not any longer 
defer to exert thy power: gra- 
ciouſly appear for us, as in 
former times thou didſt for the 
reſcue of our forefathers from 
imminent dangers, and the over- 
throw of their enemies. Haſt 
thou not the ſame undecayed 
ſtrength and vigour that gave 
Rahab or Egypt ſenſible heavy 
ſtrokes, and deſtroyed the dra- 
gon Pharaoh. | | 


ſſeſſed of the '® 


like boundleſs might, as when 
thou driedſt up the waters of the 
Red Sea: inſtantly clearedeſt the 
deep channel, and rendereſt the 
oozy bottom a firm path for the 
purſued and unarmed Iſraelites 
in perfect ſafety to paſs over, 
and eſcape abſolute deſtruction 
from their inveterate enemies. 


The 


a Arm, &c. From an original ſignifying the ſhoulder of any 
animal, Numb. vi. 19. figuratively, power, ftrength ; any kind 
of help, or ſupport, as riches, friends, &c. Fob. xxii. 8, 9. In 
the text the power and operation of an Omnipotent Being. 
Mighty men in the Hebrew idiom are the men of the arm. 
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ſhall ſpeedily be removed far 


JI 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


The peculiar people who have 
ſo frequently been diſtinguiſhed 


with miraculous favours may 
poſitively conclude, that being 


delivered from Babyloniſh ſlave- 
ry they ſhall be reſtored to their 


native land: and with all imagi 


nable demonſtrations of joy ſhall 


return to mount Zion: their 


journey ſhall be ſafe and plea- 


fant, and their ſettlement be in 
a laſting tranquility and peace, 


happineſs and profperity : all 


pains and griefs, as if carried a- 
way upon the eagle's ſtrong pi- 


nions, with its ſoaring flight, 


from them. | 


12 & 13 On all occaſions of uneaſineſs, 


O ye beloved peop le, the cer- 
tainty of ſovereign relief ſhould 


immediately occur to you, to 


calin your tumultuous thoughts: 
for thus ſaith the author of all 


_ exiſtence, and ſource of all hap- 


pineſs and ſatisfaction: I, even 


I, am he who by the moſt faith- 


ful promiſes afford you ſubſtan- 


tial ground of perpetual peace, 


hope, and conlolation : if you 
believe in me, and order. your 
| conver ſa- 


11. Therefore the 
redeemed of the Lord 
ſhall return, and 
come with b ſinging 


unto Zion, and ever- 


laſt ing joy Fall be 


upon their head: 
they ſhall obtain glad- 
neſs and joy, and 


ſorrow and mournin g | 


ſhall flee away. 


12. I, even I, am 
he that comforteth 
you : who. art thou 
that thou ſhouldeſt be 
afraid of a man that 
ſhall die, and of the 
fon of man which 
ſhall be made as 
graſs ? | 
13. And forgetteſt 
the Lord thy maker, 
that hath ftretched 
forth the heavens, 
and laid the founda- 
tions of the earth ? 
And hatt feared con- 

tinually 


b Siuging, &c. An alluſion to the joyful manner in which the 
Fews uſcd to journey to Feruſalem to attend thrice in the year 
their ſolemn feſtivals : and everlaſting joy en ilieir heads, to the 
crowns, chaplets, or garlands of flowers and ever-greens, with 
which the 'newly-married bad their heads adorned, and which 
were uſed on other occaſions of public rejoicing. Cant. Iii. II. 


-—_ __ A oa. Ach _—_— cz 


tnually every day, 
becauſe of the fury 
of the oppreſſor, as 
if he were ready to 
deſtroy? And where 
1 the fury of the 
oppreſſor? 


14. The captive 
exile haſteneth that 
he may be looſed, 
and that he ſhall not 

Gie 


* 


maker and guardian; who, with- 
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converſation aright, who are you, Sxor. 68. 
who are your enemies, or Why 
do you give way to ſuch daſ- 12 & 13 i 
tardly thoughts, that you ſhould 
be inordinately apprehenſive of |: 
any imaginable evil, that, is 
within the limited power of 
ſhort-lived man; who ſhall ſo 
ſoon reſign his breath, and of 
his frail offspring, that like the 
graſs of the field ſhall ſhortly be 
mowed down and withered? and 
forget what an Almighty and 
Eternal Being you have for your 


out any advice or aſſiſtance dif- 
fuſed the immenſe extent of 
heaven, and laid the ground- 
work of this ſolid earth! and 
have diſtreſſed yourſelves with 
continual fears from day to day, 
that the raging tyrant who was 
eager and ready to do it, was, | 
with God's promiſe that you * 
ſhould be delivered from him, 
alſo able and certain to deſtroy 
you, your danger will be of no 
long duration: for when [I ſhall 
once ariſe to contend with him, | i 
what will the moſt ſavage op- x 
preſſor's power or fury avail 
him: no more ſet againſt me 
than duſt in the balance, and the 
meereſt vanity. * 

The time is drawing near, 14 1 
when this afflicted people, who 
at preſent are miſerable captives, 


- ſhall | 
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14 


15 That my power is adequate 


A PARAPHRASE on the | 


ſhall recover their liberty : they 
ſhall not utterly periſh in thoſe 
gloomy priſons where they have 

n long confined : nor ſhall 
they want a ſufficient allowance 
of neceſſary proviſion, either in 
their ſervitude, or their return 
to their native country. 


for theſe purpoſes will not be 
queſtioned by any who conſiders 
what I have done in antient 
times: that by a ſtrong eaſt- 
wind I divided the flowing wa- 
ters of the Red Sea, with its roar- 
ing waves, for a paſlage to the 
Iſraelites as on dry ground: by 


my command their unruly force 
was broken that they ſtood in 


heaps : abundantly ſufficient are 
the attributes of the ſovereign 
ipirit, for an abſolute go- 
vernment, an univerſal juriſdic- 
tion 


«6 And as to you, my prophet, 


the people may be fully ſatisfied 
of the promiſes you make in my 
name: it is my word which you 
ſpeak, that I have directed and 
in the expreſs terms that I have 
dictated: my protection alſo 
will be your ſecurity againſt all 
imaginable enemies, ſo that in 
the deliverance and reſtoration 
of the Jews, there will moſt cer- 


tainly happen ſuch a change, _ | 


ſhadow 


die in the pit, nor 
that his bread ſhould 
fail. , | 2s 


15. But I am the 
Lord thy God, that 
divided 45 ſea, whoſe 
waves roared : the 


Lord of hoſts 7s his 


name. 


16. And I have 
put my words in thy 
mouth, and have co- 
vered thee in the 
of mine 
hand, that I may 
plant the heavens, 
and lay the founda- 
tions of the earth, 
and ſay unto Zion, 
thou art my people. 


fmnn Aa am ae wo nh I a 


Ir 
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17. Awake, awake, 
ſtand up, O Feruſa- 
lem, which haſt drunk 
at the hand of the 
Lord the cup of his 
fury: thou haſt drunk- 
en the dregs of the 
cup of trembling, 


and wrung them out. 


18. There 7s none 
to guide her among 
all the ſons whom ſhe 
hath brought forth ; 
neither is there any 
that taketh her by the 
hand, of all the ſons 
that ſhe has brought 


up. I, 


19. Theſe two 


: things are come unto 


thee : who ſhall be 
ſorry for thee ? de- 
ſolation and deftruc- 
tion, and the famine 
and the ſword : by 
whom ſhall I com- 
fort thee ? 


late, and your people deſtroyed 
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if I had produced a new hea- 
ven and a new earth : and that 
the inhabitants of Zion, who 


ſeemed ſo long eſtranged from 


179 
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16 


me, are, as is declared, again 


become my people. 

O you who dwell in the city 
Feruſalem, be arouſed from the 
depths of miſery, to experience 
the moſt pleaſing difference ; do 
you no longer he down afflicted 


and diſconſolate, but awake and 


ariſe : you have been puniſhed 


with a juſt but great ſeverity ; 


as it were drunken the whole 
cup of divine diſpleaſure, with 
the dregs of that bitter cup, 
ſqueezed out; even the full por- 
tion of wrath and miſery, that 


17 & 18 


the offended Majeſty hath mea- 


ſured out for you. Among all 
the celebrated characters. that 


this city hath given birth to, 


there was nat one 1n her late ex- 
tremity, to lend ker an helping 
hand, and either direct or ſup- 
port, counſel or comfort her 
from either the royal line, or the 
Levitical function. 


Which is a great addition to xg 


your complicated ſufferings, 
there 1s no one that ſympathizes 
with, or has any feeling for you : 


theſe two evils have befallen 


you, that your country is deſo- 


by 
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20 


4A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT. 68. by war and famine ; and nobody 


diſcovers the leaſt compaſſion or 
condolence for your miſeries ; 
by whom then ſhall I ſupport or 
comfort you under your mighty 
and unparalelled griets ? 

The youth and flower of your 
nation are themfclves ſtarved 
and ready to periſh, therefore 
can afford you no ſupport or 
conſolation : you find them ig 


the entrance of the ſtreets of 


every part of the city ly ing in a 


weak and languiſhing condition, 
as deſtitute both of food and ha- 


bitations; the moſt ſtrong and 
vigorous.of them can do no more 
than agitate and torment, not 
extrieate themſelves; under the 
juſt diſpleaſure of incenſed Om- 
nipotence, and the ſevere checks 


of his providence, they ſtrive, 


toil, and rage being full of an- 


21, 22, 


& 23 


guiſh and vexation, like a wild 
bull taken in the huntſman's 

toils. | | 
Therefore give me a diligent 
attention thou whoart to that de- 
gree afflicted as to be almoſt 
ſenſeleſs and ſtupid; but not owing 
to the intoxicating fumes of ſtrong 
wine; thus hath the Almighty 
declared his kind intentions who 
eſpouſeth your intereſt : you ſhall 
no more drink the vials of my 
wrath, nor longer conflict with 
” this 


20. Thy ſons have 
fainted, thev lie at 
the head of ali the 
ſtreets, as a wild bull 
in a net: they are 
full of the fury of 
the Lord, the rebuke 
of thy Gd. 


21. Therefore hear 
now this, thou af- 
flicted and drunken, 
but not with wine. 

22, Thus ſaith thy 
Lord, the Lord, and 
thy God, that plead- 
eth the cauſe of his 
people, Behold, I 
have taken out of 
thine hand the cup of 
trembling, even the 
dregs ofthe cupof my 

fury 


fury, thou ſhalt no 
more drink it again, 
23. But I will put 
jt into the hand of 
them that afflict thee: 
which have ſaid to 
thy ſoul, bow down, 
that we may go over: 
and thou haſt laid th 
body as the aer 


and as the ſtreet to 


them that went over. 
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this weight of miſery: you mall Ss or. 68 


not continue in ſlavery to Chal- 


dean tyrants, nor ſhall be treated , 


with ſuch unheard of ſavageneſs 
of inhumanity and cruelty : mer- 
cileſs hands ſhall inflict on them, 
the intolerable diſtreſſes you have 
undergone ; their haughty con- 
querors ſhall trample upon them, 
and uſe them at their pleaſure 
with the ſame contempt and 
outrage, as they have behaved to 
you, in the long and tedious 
courſe. of your cruel bondage 


plaint, *' | 


nor ſhall they dare, in ſuch - 
diſpirited conditions, any more 
than you did, to mutter a com- 


iſa. Ii. 
I, 


22, 
& 23 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


CHAP. LI. . SECT. LXIX. 


Jews ta prepare for their deliverance as for fome feſt; 
val. Babylonians had no right to detain them. 
Former opprefſions referred to. End of their capli- 


vity declared and greatly repoiced in. 


Divine per- 


fectian diſplayed in the manner of his people's depar- 
ture. Tranſcenaent merit of his ſervant. Charac- 
ter of the Meſſiah, ſuppoſed to begin at the 13th. 
verſe, and to be continued through ſeveral following 


chapters. 
Ia. li. 1 & 2. 

Am extremely happy, O ye 
children of the captivity, in 
being, by expreſs warrant from 
the Great Sovereign, the meſſen- 
ger to you of the moſt accepta- 
ble intelligence: be excited to 
revive your courage, to put off 
your ſqualid and mournful ones, 
and be cloathed in neat and 


clean garments; uncircumciſed 


and polluted heathens ſhall not 
be ſuffered very ſoon again to 


invade, enſlave, and oppreſs 


you. Shake yourſelves from the 
duſt of the feet of thoſe diſdain- 
ful tyrants who have trampled 
upon your proſtrate bodies: 
continue no longer in that con- 
temptuous poſture : ſit down in 
an eaſy and comfortable ſtate : 
and, O ye captives from mount 
Zion, throw off the heavy yoke 
of intolerable ſervitude, that fo 

long 


Ifa. lit. 1 & 2. 
Wake, awake, 
A put on thy 
ſtrength, O Zion, put 
on thy beautiful gar- 


ments, O Feruſalem, 
the holy city : for 


- henceforth there ſhall 


no more come into 


thee the uncircumciſ- 


ed, and the unclean, 

2. Shake thyſelf 
from the duſt : ariſe 
and fit down, O Je- 
ruſalem: looſe thy- 
ſelf from the bands 
of thy neck, O cap- 
tive daughter of Zion, 
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long has burdened your galled Sr. 4 
— 


% NECKS. 5 „ Tas Ms: a 

Z $: For thus _ Jour redemption is certain, * 

the Lord, ye have ; MI 

7 1:4. e for = es 3 er N b — 8 10 

nought: and ye ſnall P you in bondage, * 

M. be redeemed without if I challenge my juft right in 65 

li- money. | you as my peculiar people: for ſl 

2 thus hath the Supreme Ruler de- 7A 

. clared, you have, by your tranſ- fp. 

ac greſſions, ſold yourſelves, and 1 

th, provoked me to deliver you up 1 

ing to be puniſhed: but I never ih 

made over my title, nor received bhi 

any price for the ſale of you MN 

5 from the Babylonians : therefore 0 

x they have no juſt claim to your . 

ar- ſervice, but ſhall be obliged, 2 

rs upon my requiring it, to ſer you 1 

or | 3 at liberty without any ranſom. * 

nto 10 + for 8³⁴ = My people are not without for-4 & 5 * 

cif- people went down mer inſtances of an extraordina- 120 

felt aforetime into Egypt ry interpoſition of providence i 17 

riſe to ſojourn there, and to ground their hopes of future: 0 

7 c {rar hon for thus faith the Lord, and Su- * 

hy- 1 | 1e Governor, in ancient 0 

N cauſe. | preme D 4 1 

nds 5. Now therefore, times they went down into E- i ; 14 

= 3 _ L 3 —_ Opt to ſojourn there; and being Ha 

| = u ds taken greatly diſtreſſed from a growing 5 

away. for nought ? jealouſy in an haughty monarch "WM 

they that rule over of their prevailing ſtrength and * 

them make them to numbers, were at length deli- Fs 

howl, ſaith the Lord, | 2 = joe 

and my name conti- vered by a ſeries of miracles. 7 

nually every day is The ſame Almighty power was F 
blaſphemed. diſplayed in their favour, when | 


the Aſhrian without juſt occaſion 
grievouſly oppreſſed them. What 
| i 


_ 
— — 
x F © » 


=== 
— 
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Szcr.69.is there in the affair that is pre. 
bent before mine eyes? What 
4& 5 Price has been paid me, 'or what 
benefit have I gained, that! 
 , ſhould ſpare Babylon, and defer 
to reſcue them trom a molt 1g- 
nominious and tedious bondage, 
to reinhabit their own deſolate 
country ; they did not purchaſe 
| before they carried the children 
| of Iſrael away captives : they 
3 rule them with a rod of iron; in 
the bittereſt cries they bewail 
their hard fate; and my name, 
faith the peerleſs Jehovah, is 
inceſſantly blaſphemed, and my 
perfection queſtioned, as if ei- 
ther I was not able or not willing 
to reſtore their liberty. 
6 My character ſhall certainly 6. Therefore my 
be vindicated, and my people, people ſhall | know 
to their pleaſing experience, 7 „ fall therefore 
know that I am the Great Jz- a4 Army bl Hel 
HOVAH, my majeſty moſt glo- he that doth 185 
rious, my power boundleſs, and behold i i I. 
my faithfulneſs unfailing; in . 
30 that very day that I have ap- 
\ pointed for their deliverance, 


| they ſhall be fully convinced, ” 55 
that it was I the Lord who A 01 
| told it, and do moſt punctual j 
. ' to the minuteſt circumſtance, ; 
ö | perform the Tana: by my | | : 
a prophet. . | 5 by = 
| peo 
wit 
| The then 
. and 
thoſe 
\ 
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The meſſage how agreeable, SE r. 69: 
the perſon reſpectable, and even — 


7. How beautiful 


upon the mountains 


are the feet e of him 
that bringeth good 
tidings, that publiſh- 
eth peace, that bring- 
eth good tidings of 


good, that publiſheth 
ſalvation that ſaith 


unto Zion, thy God 
reigneth. 


8. Thy watchmen 
ſnall lift up the voice, 
with the voice toge- 
ther ſhall they ſing: 
for they ſhall ſee eye 
to eye when the Lord 
ſhall bring again 
Zion. 


9. Break forth in- 


to joy, ſing together 


ye waſte places of 


Feruſa- 


his feet journeying on the moun-, 
tains near Feruſalem, amiable and 
beautiful ; who is diſpatched to 
carry the tranſporting intelli- 
gence of the people's approach- 
ing reſtoration; to declare to 
them peace and proſperity, even 
Cyrus's moſt welcome grant cf 
univerſal liberty; aſcertaining 
it that they ſtill enjoy the divine 
protection and government, and 
that their enemies are extirpated. 

The joyful report which thes 
watchmen ſtationed in the ſeveral 
towers round the city, ſhall hear 
from the meſſengers, they ſhall 
proclaim in exalted ſtrains, and 
behold the people crouding to 
their former abodes ; with united 
voices in extacies of pleaſure 
ſhall they ſing, when they ſee 
with their own eyes, countrymen, 
friends and relations meeting one 


another face to face, and once 


more conducted to the ſecure and 
pleaſing poſſeſſion of mount Zion. 

As if animated, expreſs an 
high pleaſure, O ye ſtreets of 


Jeruſe- 


Us 


e Feet, &c. There is a beauty or elegance in this expreſ- 
fon, that is enhanced as to the Eaſtern countries, where the 
people wore ſandals, and their feet ſoon became duſty or dirt 
with travelling, ſo that they were obliged frequently to wa 
them ; but are repreſented as improved and rendered beautiful 
and elegant as to their form, on account of the good tidings 
thoſe brought who uſed them, | 


Vor, II. 


BY > 4 
130 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


60. Jeruſalem and whole land of 
— == Judea, that after ſeventy years 


deſolation, you ſhall be rebuilt, 
inhal ted and cultivated : this 


i ;zollow from the pleaſing in- 
gence now afforded the pe- 
ular p-oplc, the wonderful re- 


d-mption performed for their 


F und country. 


io In this event, the Lord and 


rector of the univerſe, hath ſig- 
nalized his arm of Almighty 
power beſore aſtoniſned nations; 
lice ſome great general, who 
manifeſts his perſonal valour by 
making bare and ſtretching out 


a finewy and ſtrong arm; the 


extremities of the earth muſt 
conſider the favours he hath 
vouchſafed, as redounding to the 
tranſcendent glory of his Infinite 
Majeſty. e 
Prepare in the propereſt man- 
ner, as continual expectants of 
the joyful grant of king Cyrus, 
to depart from this idolatrous 
place; be purified from all legal 
uncleanneſs, neither though you 
have long lived in the midſt of 


them, be polluted with its ſu- 


perſtitious rights or immoral 
cuſtoms: let the prieſts and Le- 
vites, whoſe function it is to 
carry back the conſecrated veſſels 
and ſcveral utenſils belonging to 
the temple, be particularly ſolici- 
tous to preſerve themiclves tree 

from 


Feruſalem; for the 
Lord hath comforteq 
his people, he hath 
redeemed Feruſalem. 


10. The Lord hath 


made bare his holy 


arm in the eyes of 
all the nations, and 
all the ends of the 
earth ſhall ſee the 
ſalvation of our God, 


11. Depart ye, de- 


part ye, go ye out 


trom thence, touch 
no unclean thing, go 
ye out of the midi 
of her; be ye clean 
that bear the veſlcls 
of the Lord. 


he 
ed 
ith 
m. 
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from all ceremonial and morals= ex.69. 


defilement and abomination. 
12. For ye ſhall Your anceſtors, by a precipt- 


nor go by flight : for 


Iſa. Iii. 
12 


not go out with haſte, kate fliglit, left E Pech 


the Lord will go be- Purſuing enemy; but your re- 


fore vou: and the moval ſhall be in the utmoſt or- 


_ of he ile der and regularity from Babylon, 
„ and unaccompanied with any 


difficulties or dangers : with full 
permiſſion from the ſovereign 

Ruler, you ſhall take final leave 

of that ſtrange country : and the 

Almighty Being, whole ſupreme 
pleaſure it is that your liberty 


ſhould be reſtored, graciouſly 
vouchſafe you his ſupport and 
conduct: as the pillar of a cloud 
and fire formerly ſurrounded to 
guide and defend your forefa- 


thers, ſo will your God protect 
and guard you. | 


13. d Behold my My ſervant, further, whom 113 


CR ae g ſhall delegate ro the important 
exalted andextolled, office of redeeming my people, 


and be very high: ſhall appear perfectly ro under- 
ſtand the buſineſs he is employed 
in, and moſt punctually to ob- 
ſerve my inſtructions: wiſdom 


O 2 | in 


d Behold my ſervant, &c. Cyrus is thus ſtiled ; but ſome in- 


terpreters underſtand the prophet as here entering upon a new 


ſubje&, and as pointing in this and the next chapter at the 
Meſſiah. Deal prudently, Capellus renders the original, dverbit, 
inſtituet, erudiet, Thus a title is formed and given to feveral 
pſalms, as eminently uſeful, or peculiarly inſtructive. The Vul- 
gate interprets intelliget, i. e. ſhall underfland; and Sanctius ſup- 


poſes intelliget put for obediet ; ſhall obſerve or cbey. 


188 

Sz c7.69. in the higheſt degree ſhall be ſig- 

E naliy dilplayed in every inſtance 

* of his management; even a 

3 tranſcendent merit, and charac- 

ter deſerving of univerſal eſteem 
and admiration. | 

24 Nothing, O my meſſenger, of 
a ſuperior nature and excellence 
ſhall be conſpicuous in thy firſt 
ſtages of life: the generality 
ſhall be ſurprized at thy obſcure 
and low eſtate ; his aſpect and 
external qualities, they will re- 

mark, were enough deſpicable 

and ſeemingly ill-ſuited to his 
great deſigns ; and he lived a- 
mongſt men much neglected and 
degraded, 

35 The world could not be more 
ſurprized at his ſmall beginning 
and mean original, than they 
were afterwards amazed at his 
rapid progreſs and ſignal exalta- 
tion, his mighty works, and to 
how many nations his favours 
and bleſſings extended : as the 
rain ſhowers down, or the trick- 
ling dews diſtil to water the 
earth, ſo diffuſive and beneficial 
an influence did he ſhed all a- 
broad : heathen princes ſhall on- 
ly be able in ſilence to expreſs 
their admiration of his true great- 
neſs and nobleſt ſublimity : thoſe 
predictions they ſhall ſee accom- 
pliſhed, of which they had no 
| | previous 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


14. As many were 
aſtoniſhed at thee ; 
hisviſage was ſo mar. 
red more than any 
man, and his form 
more than the ſons 
of men. 


15. So ſhall he 
ſprinkle many na- 
tions, the kings ſhall 
ſhut their mouths at 
him : for that which 
had not been told 
them ſhall they ſee : 
and that which the 
had not heard ſhall 
they conſider. 


St 


8 wa IK *% © r 
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previous notice; and be led ſe- SE Or. 69. 
riouſly to conſider ineſtimable 7 

| favours of which they had ne- 5 anc 
ver before heard. 
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e 
. Strange incredulity of the Jews reſpecting the ſervant 
y of the Lord, in part accounted for from his obſcure 
n birth and mean condition. His indignities and ſuffer- 
- ings: his commiſſeration to the diſtreſſes of mankind. 
His patience under heavy affliction, from the violence 
and inhumanity of his enemies and perſecutors. The 
iſſue à cruel and ignominious death. His ſacrifice, 
the voluntary eſfect of his firm and unſhaken teſtimony 
to the truth. The prevalence of his truth; the 
ſucceſs of his labours, the recompence of his ſorrows. 
His interceſſion for tranſgreſſors. 
IC 
a Is A lili. 1. Is A. liii. 1. ; 
1 > HO hath be- LL rational circumftances Sz cr.70. 1 
at lieved, our ; 3 * 
h report? and to whom of an univerſal credibility GN 5 
d is the arm of the have attended them, yet may not © mw 1 
; Lord revealed ? we, God's prophets and meſſen- * 
if gers, lamenting the matter, en- bi i 
quire, who hath given credit to Wh 
O 3 our 


e Who hath believed, &c, In his true grounds, &c. p. 110. 
Mr. Feffery hath obſerved that the accompliſhment of this pro- 
phecy could not be the end the Fews propoſed in their unbelief, 
and conſequently the expreſſion interpreted, that it might be ful- 
filled muſt be rendered, the ſaying of Iſaiah the prophet was 
plainly fulfilled and verified in them : which may be applied to 
ſeveral other paſſages, and ſhews how precarious that remark of 
Mr. Pierce is, by which he would make that phraſe an argument, 
that the ſcripture introduced is quoced, not in any inſtance by 
way of accommodation, but always according to its original de- 
ſign and literal meaning. 


190 A PARAPHRASE of the 
Sgor. jo. our reports and declarations ? | 
PR and to whom have extraordinary 
a, iii 
, and miraculous works appeared 
in their juſt and true light, and 
been regarded as performed oY 
themighty power of God? Alaſs! 
in compariſon, to a very inconſi- | 1 
derable and ſmall number. | 
2 Their diffidence with reſpect 2. For he ſhall 
to a perſon of the moſt exalted grow up before him 


dignity in the ſacred function, © * tender plant ; 
and as a root out of a 


ſhall ariſe from; their miſtaken dry ground: be hath 

notions of his external condi- no form nor comeli- 

tion; and what ſecular pomp is n we 

requiſite i in one who 1s divinely all EEE. ny. tf 
no beauty, that we 

commiſſioned. He ſhall not, mould dehire him. 

like the tree in Nebuchadnezzar's | [ES 

viſion, grow up immediately and 

be ſtrong, the height whereof 

en unto heaven, and the 

ſight thereof to the ed of all 

the earth; but 25 a weak and 


ſickly plant, or flender poor ſuck- 


| er, ſhooting from a decayed 5 
and almoſt ſapleſs ſtock in a dry ye 
and barren foil: he hath no re- - 


markable character or grand ap- 
pearance that command defe- 
rence : no vilible dignity and 
ſtatelineſs in his mein and air, 
that ſhew a noble birth or royal 

- parentage, and demand our re- 
verence ; no extraordinary ſym- 
metry and beauty that engage 
our affection. 


Perſonal 


4+ Ie deſpiſed 
and rejected of men, 
4 man of ſorrows, 


and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as 
it were our faces from 
him; he was deſpiſ- 
ed, and we eſteemed 


kim not. 


4. Surely he hath 


born our griefs, and 


carried our ſorrows : 


yet we did efteem 
im ſtricken, ſmitten 


of God, and afflicted. 
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J 


cies, however eaſily taken up 
and frequently upon flight, 
grounds, are apt to increale: 
we ſought not his acquaintance z 
his aſſociates were ſufferings, 
pain, and grief; 
are too much devoted to mirti) 
and pleaſure, ſhunned hid com- 
pany. We further proceeded to 
treat him with neglect and con- 
tempt: through the courſe of 
his life he was rejected as mean 
and worthleſs, and we turned 
our faces from him; were a- 
ſhamed to look at, or be ſeen 
with ſo diſagreeable an object; 
the leading men of our nation 
affected to degrade and reproach 
him; we implicitly followed, 
and did not reſpe& or eſteem 
him. 


Such a tenderneſs of pitv to 


ſympathize, and readinets to re- 
lieve, appeared in the multitude 
of his miraculous cures; as if 


he had voluntarily undertaken to 


bear away, as a kind of burden, 
the various miſeries of this mor- 
tal life; yet we were abſurd 
enough to aſcribe all to his de- 
merit; his guilty reflections, and 


reckon his ſufferings the juſt 


puniſhment of his enormous 
tranſgreſſions, 


O 4 | Our 


and we who | 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


Our ſentiments of this excel- 
lent perſon, were greatly miſ- 
taken, and our cenſures of him 
moiſt uncharitable and unjuſt : 
it was not owing to any wicked- 
neſs he had done, but entirely 
our fault, that he was thus ill- 


treated and moſt cruelly perfe- 


cuted: the prevalence of iniqui- 


ty, and all inſtances of a preva- 
ricating vice, truly occaſioned, 
that ſo generous an advocate for 
virtue and piety, was wounded 
and bruiſed; and if we are ſo 
affected with his innocent ſuffer- 
ings, as to receive his inſtructi- 
ons and obſerve his laws, 


the chaſtiſement he underwent 


0 


for his conſtancy in eſpouſing 


the truth, purity, and ſincerity 


of religion, will be an happy 
means of our ſafety, peace, and 
proſperity : his unexampled pa- 
tience under the heavy ſtrokes 
of a moit vile malignity, of our 
health and happineſs. 


The age in which he lived, 


was an extremely degenerate and 


corrupt one; the righteous were 


lo few, that it may not impro- 
perly ve ſaid, that we all, like 
loſt theep, had wandered from 
the ways preſcribed us; ſome 


following his own fooliſh inven- 


tions of one kind, ſome of ano- 
ther : and the Lord, in appoint- 
ing him to bear teſtimony to the 

excel- 


5. But he was 
wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, he was 
bruiſed for our ini- 
quities : the chaſtiſe- 
ment of our peace 
was upon him, and 
with his ſtripes we 
are healed, 


6, All we like 
ſheep bave gone a- 
ſtray : we have turn- 
ed every one his 
own way, and the 


Lord hath laid on him . 


the iniquity of us all. 
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5 excellence of wiſdom, ſubjected Sg or. 70. 
him to undergo the moſt un- 
: _ worthy treatment, as if he had __ lil. 


J. He was oppreſ- 
ſed, and he was af- 
flicted, yet he open- 
ed not his mouth, he 
is brought as a lamb 
to the ſlaughter, and 


as a ſheep before her 


ſhearers is dumb, ſo 
he openeth not his 
mouth. 


8. He was taken 
from priſon and 
from judgment, and 


who ſhall f de- 
clare his generation? 
for 


been a real criminal, 

Nothing could well equal his 
ſufferings, but the amazing con- 
ſtancy with which he ſuſtained 
them : under ſcenes of a com- 
plicated diſtreſs, a moſt violent 
oppreſſion, and ſavage perſecu- 
tion; he betrayed no impatience, 
vehemence of temper, or horror 
of paſſion; as an harmleſs and 
inoffenſive lamb goeth gently 
and quietly to be ſlaughtered ; 
with ſuch calmneſs and ſerenity, 
did he ſubmit to the moſt tragi- 
cal circumſtances : as an inno- 
cent and undiſturbed ſheep, is 
filent and diſpaſſionate before her 
ſhearers, who deprive her of 
her fleecy covering, ſometimes 
pierce her tender ſkin, he nei- 
ther reſiſted nor clamoured, 
when he knew that he was de- 
ſigned for and haſtened to a 
public execution. 

Moſt precipitate, ſevere, and 
partial were the proceedings of 
the Jews againſt him: they 
ſeize him with tumult and out- 


rage: 


Declare his generation? In his Eſſay upon our Saviour's Di- 


vine Miſſion, p. 57. the learned and accurate Dr. Fleming ob- 


ſerves, that this hath been miſunderſtood, and urged as a proof 
of our Saviour's ineffable and eternal generation. Whereas it 


is evident that the prophet here is only painting the wickedneſs 
of his people, and intimating their impious and unexampled 


beha- 


A PaRAPnHRASE on the 


SECT. Jo. rage: they detain him with in- 


ſults and outcries : and procure 


1. | £8. 4 BS 
ga moit iniquitous ſentence in a 


court of judicature, to be pro- 
nounced and executed upon 
him: and what language can 
deſcribe the inhumanity and hor- 
rid cruelty of that moſt corrupt 


and hypocritical generation: for 


in his cafe it is apparent, that a 
perſon of ſpotleſs innocence and 
the molt exalted merit, under- 
went a moſt ignominious and 
painful death, owing to an enor- 
mays eavy, perfidy and preju- 
1 | 


9 It is further obſeryable, that 
to load him with the heavieſt 


re!>r0aches in his untimely exit, 
he was aſſociated with malefac- 


tors, and men of the vileſt cha- 


racter; whoſe capital ſentence, 
the common ſafety required at 
the hands of public juſtice: and 
his remains depoſited, by a man 
of fortune and character, in a 
ſepulchre deſigned for his own: 

ſince 


for he was cut off 
out of the land of 
the living, for the 
tranſgreſſion of my 
people was he ſtrick- 
en. | 


9. And he made 
g his grave with the 
wicked, and with 
the rich in his death, 
becauſe he had done 
no violence, neither 
was any deceit in his 
mouth. 


behaviour towards him, as paſt or above all deſcription. We 
all, ſays he, know what his generation was, when we apply 
the terms to his formation by the tmmediate power of God in 
the womb of his mother: but the iniquity and ingratitude of his 
people or his country towards him is beyond all conception. 

8 His grave, &c. A tranſpoſition, as the learned Dr. Kennicot 
hath obſerved, here ſeems neceſſary to be allowed; and that 


Libro and bemothan have changed places, owing to a flip in the 


tranſcriber; that the rendering therefore ſhould be, And he was 
taken up with wicked men in his death; and with a rich man 


was his ſepulchre. Hi. of the Heb, Text. p. 372. 


10. Vet it pleaſ- 
ed the Lord to h bruiſe 
him, he hath put him 
to grief: when thou 
ſhalt make his ſoul 
an offering for ſin, he 
ſhall ſee his ſeed, he 
ſhall prolong his days, 
and the pleaſure of 
the Lord ſhall proſ- 
per in his hand. 
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ſince he had given no juſt cauſeSzcr 70 
e 
Iſa. Vit. 


of offence by any acts of vio- 
lence, nor ſpoken any thing but 
that important truth, to which 
God had commiſſioned him, at 
all events, to yield his unvaried 
teſtimony. 

In his inflexible endeavours 10 
to reform religion to its original 
ſtandard of truth, purity, and 
ſimplicity; the Lord ſuffered 
him to give weight to what he 
delivered, by undeniable proofs 
of his own ſincerity; and the 
moſt humiliating ſcenes of pain 
and grief : when, all-adored Be- 
ing, chou ſhalt admit him, to 
make as it were, himſelf an of- 
fering for ſin, and bleed and 
die, and in all reſpects be dealt 
with for the kindeſt ſervice, as 


9 


if guilty of the moſt atrocious 


crimes: his ſuperior merit ſhall 


ſhine forth; his divine inſtructi- 
ons be received ; and his followers 
multiplied : in the prevalence 
of his doctrine, his reign may 
be ſaid to be long and glorious 
the great deſigns of heaven 
and providence ſucceeded ; and 

count- 


h Bruiſe him, A probable alluſion to ſome moſt inhuman and 
diſdainful cuſtoms of the Eaftern monarchs and pats es who, 


alas! forgetful how uncertain are the events o 


war, and in- 


deed all human greatneſs, to grace their triumphs uſually di- 
rected ſome of the nobleſt of their priſoners to be dragged at 
their chariot- wheels; or brought forth into their preſence, that 
they might tread on their necks, or walk over their bodies. 


tab 


SECT.7O. 


Conn 
Ifa. Lili. 
11 


2 PARAPHRASE of 


countleſs numbers converted and 


ſaved. | 

His conſtantand indefatigable 
labours, in their noble fruit 
ſhall afford him a divine plea- 
fure; when thouſands and . ten 
thouſands, by. the. convictions 
of reaſon, and the knowledge of 
true religion, ſhall be effectu- 
ally engaged to beheve in his 
name, follow his ſteps, and obey 
his laws: ſo that my faithful 
ſervant ſhall be the inſtrument 
to multitudes of their greateſt 
happineſs, perfection of virtue, 


and final acceptance; ſuch long 


12 


forbearance and patience ſhall 


he ſhew to their offences and 


provocations ; that if they have 
the leaſt ingenuity, it will ap- 
pear in the godly forrow of an 
unfeigned repentance, and fu- 


ture uniform obedience. | 
Such important ſervice, for 


my glory, {hall not paſs unre- 
warded : as a vicor:ous brave 
general, after he has defeated 
the enemy divides the ſpoil 
among his triumphant forces: 
fo will I diſtribute to my meſſen- 
ger, after all his conflicts, a diſ- 
tinguiſhing portion: he hath 
richly merited it: he hath vo- 
luntarily reſigned himſelf to a 
moſt ignominious and untimely 
fate: as if he had deſerved the 

| greateſt 


the 


11. He ſhall fee 
of the travel of his 


ſoul, and ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied: by his knou- 
ledge ſhall my right- 
eous ſervant juſtify 
many : for he ſhall 
bear their iniquitics. 


12. Therefore will 
I divide him a por- 
tion with the great, 
and he ſhall divide 
the ſpoil with the 
ſtrong « becauſe he 
hath poured out his 
ſoul unto death : and 
he was numbered 
with the tranſgreſſors 
and he bare the fin of 
many, and made in- 
terceſſion for the 
tranſgreſſors. 


CHAP. LIV. SECT. LXXL 


Occaſion of rejoicing from the increaſe of the people: 
pe offended Deity propitious and reconcileable : bis 
indignation momentary : his loving-kindneſs everlaſt- 
ing : the deluge an inſtance. The waters of the 
flood ſoon withdrawn ; but the engagement. that it 
ſhould never return remains firm and unſhaken, Pro- 


miſes of further fignal and perpetual favours. 


W. 
Con O barren, 

thou that didſt 
not bear; break forth 
into ſinging, and cr 
aloud thou that didſt 
not travail with child: 
for more are the chil- 
dren of the deſolate, 
than the children of 
the married wife, 


ſaith the Lord, 


nefit of mankind, numbered with 12 


people, on occaſion of the hap- 


Book of ISA1an. | 197 


reateſt weight of miſery and SE Or. 20. 
iufferings ; he was, for the be- FRI 


robbers and murderers : and as 
if he had taken up and born a- 
way the burden of their ſins, he 
hath aſcertained forgiveneſs and 
mercy to all that timely and ef- 
fectually repent : to perfect his 
character, he moreover, with 
his dying breath interceded for 
the cruel perpetrators of his pain 
and death, 


| Iſa. liv. 1. | 

ECEIVE my affe@tionateSzcr.71. 
congratulations, faith the 
Prophet, and exalt your voices La. liv. 
in joyful ſongs, O ye peculiar 


pieſt changes in your circum- 
ſtances; who in time paſt have : 
been reduced to a ſmall number, 
but now ſhall greatly increaſe 
and multiply, You have truly 
reſembled a woman who was al- 


moſt ; i 


— 
—— 
= 2 
_—_— 
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SECT.7t. moſt childleſs ; 


Iſa. liv 
unde an offspring, ſhali bear more 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


but hereafter, 
they who ſeemed deſtitute as to 


children than thoſe who have 
been long married, and in regu- 
lar order conceived and brought 
forth. 


2 Prepare every thing that will 


be requiſite for a great and viſi- 
ble augmentation and populouſ- 
neſs; as in ancient times, when 
you dwelt in tabernacles, grow- 
ing numbers demanded larger 
tracts of land, and curtains that 
might be extended to a greater 
compaſs: the cords that they 
were lengthened, and the ſtakes 
or poſts that they were ſtrong to 
which they were faſtened, in or- 
der to ſupport them. | 
There will be great want of 


an enlarged region, and ſcarce 


room to be found for all the peo- 
ple ; ſo repleniſhed ſhall your 
Cities be, and your country on 
all ſides crouded : your poſterity 
ſhall enjoy towns which the hea- 
thens at 
glad ſhall they be to repair and 
inhabit thoſe which your enemies 
have left in a condition of ruin 
and deſolation. 

Mea- 


2. Enlarge the 
place of thy tent, and 
let them ſtretch forth 
the curtains of thine 
habitation ; ſpare not, 
lengthen thy cords, 
and ſtrengthen thy 
ſtakes. 


3. For thou ſhalt 
i break forth on the 
right hand and on the 
left; and thy ſeed 
ſhall inherit the Gen- 
tiles, and make the 
defolate cities to be 
inhabited. 


reſent poſſeſs; and 


i Break forth, a ſtrong and emphatic expreſſion, probably in 
allufion to children's breaking forth from the womb ; as is faid 
of Pharez. Gen. xxviii. 29. Or to granaries and ſtore-houſes 


over- filled, ſo that the floor breaks down, or the walls give way. 
Pryu. li. 10. : 


* cm 1 * 


4. Fear not, for 
thou ſhalt not be a- 
ſhamed : neither be 
thou confounded, for 


thou ſhalt not be put 


to ſhame: for thou 
ſhalt forget thethame 
of thy youth, and 
ſhall not remember 
the reproach of thy 
do en, more 


5- For os Maker 
is thine huſband (the 
Lord of Hoſts 7s his 
name) and thy re- 
deemer the holy One 


of Jſrael, the God of 


the whole earth thall 
he be called. 


multiplied. 
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Meaſure not your future prof. SE r. 1. 
2 — 
perity by your preſent circum- IE. I. 


ſtances, nor queſtion from cala- 
mitous ſcenes the accompliſn- 
ment of promiſes: wait with pa- 
tience, hope and truſt with an 
unſnaken confidence, and you 
ſhall not be diſappointed ; but 
delivered, reſtored and greatly 


may be neglected, likeamarriage- 
able young woman, whom no 
one has betrothed ; or deſolate 
as a widow without huſband or 
children; yet ſo great and ſignal 
ſhall your advantages and hon- 
ours ſhortly be, as to bury in 
oblivion your former infelicities 
and reproaches. 


Much ſurpaſſing as to e 


tion, the tendereſt reſpect of a 


moſt faithful huſband, and cer- 
tain of all tokens of an entire re- 
gard, are your expectations from 
the relative character and perfect 
benevolence of the Supreme Be- 
ing: to all purpoſes as a Maker, 
Guardian, Preſerver and Re- 


deemer, the Almighty ſtands pe- 


culiarly connected with the chil- 
dren of I/rael; and ſhall be ac- 
knowledged for their Supreme 
Governor by all nations and lan- 
guages of this whole wide ex- 


tended world, 


You 


For a ſeaſon you 


A PaRaPHRASE on the 


You are again received into 


— 
Ma, liv. favour, who trom ſome tempora- 


6 ry ſeverities in the diſpenſations 


of providence ſeemed rejected; 


like a woman put away from her 
offended huſband, who when he 
beholds her extreme anguiſh and 
deſolate ſtate, relents, takes her 
again, and becomes as tender of 
her, as he had been in the flower 


of her youth; ſuch reconcilia- 


tion, ſaith your God, and renew- 
ed affection, ſhall you experi- 
ence in the father of lights and 
fountain of all goodneſs. 

You might be tempted from 
ſome neceſſary diſcipline to 
reckon yourſelves neglected and 
forſaken : but muſt think other- 
wile when you recollect for how 
ſhort a ſpace of time this conti- 
nued : whilſt IJ have with ſignal 
and diſtinguithing favours and 
thoſe of the longeſt duration ga- 
thered you together. 

8 If owing to your groſſeſt er- 
rors and provoking carriage, I 


appeared a little diſpleaſed, and 


_ refuſed my concurrence with your 


undertakings; and in ſome ſmall 
degree of reſentment, as it were, 
hiding my face that you ſhould 


6. For the Lord 
hath called thee as a 
woman forſaken and 
grieved in ſpirit, and 
awife of youth, when 
thou waſt refuſed, 
faith thy God, 


7. k For a ſmall 
moment have 1 for- 
ſaken thee, but with 
great mercies will I 
gather thee. 


8. In a little wrath 
I bid my face from 
thee for a moment; 
but with everlaſting 


kindneſs will I have 


mercy on thee, ſaith 
the Lord thy redeem- 
ET, 


not ſee me; it was tranſient, 


momentary 


k For a ſmall moment, &c. A moſt affecting tender pathos is 
ſurely obſervable in this paſſage, a natural and noble dignity 


and ſublimity, 


9. 
the 
unto 
have 
wate 


no n 
earth 
ſwor 
not 
thce 


1 
1 
1 
1 
2 


my 30 


9. For this 7s as 
the waters of Nan 
unto me: for as I 
have ſyorn that the 
waters of Ma ſhould 


no more go over the 


earth: ſo have 1 
ſyorn that I would 
not be uroth with 
thee nor rebuke thee. 


10. For the moun- 
tains ſhall depart, 
and the hills be re- 
moved, but my kind- 
neſs ſhall not depart 
from thee, neither 
ſhall the covenant of 
my peace be remoy- 
ed, ſaith the Lord 


that hath mercy on 


thee, 


Vol. II. 
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momentary, or as the beating of SECT. 71. 


a pulſe ; but upon your profeſ- 
ſions of repentance Las carly g 
appeaſed and moſt perfectly, ſo 


as to ſhew compaſſion, grant 


privileges, and continue the moſt 
important bleſſings for a long 
ſucceſſion of years, ſaith the Lord, 
your Freſerver and Defender. 
This my engagement is ſimilar g 
to that I entered into with Noah; 
for as I gave him my certain 
promiſe, which is equally bind- 
ing as my moſt ſolemn oath, 
that the earth ſhould never more 
be overwhelmed with a deluge of 


waters; ſo have I ſworn to my 


people, that if a ſeries of the 


greateſt abominations do not ex- 
tort vengeance, you ſhall never 
again be involved in calamities, 
like thoſe you have undergone 
during the ſeventy years of a 
Babyloniſh captivity. | 
Sooner ſhall the heavy moun- 10 
tains be wreſted from their anci- 
ent ſeats, and thrown at the 
greateſt diſtance ; and the bulky. 
hills ſhaken and overturned from 
their firm and fettled baſis; 
(theſe ſtupendous outworks of 
nature. ſhall ſometime ſuffer 
ſtrange convulſions and revolu- 
tions) than my affectionate regard 
and concern fail to inſure your 
ſafety, peace and — ſaith 
* the 
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— 
Ifa. liv. 


11 & 12 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
S ECT. 71. the Great and Bleſſed God, who 


will unqueſtionably perform his 


promiſes of mercy. 

O my greatly afflicted and 
diſtreſſed people, you have un- 
pitied and unſuccoured, endured 
extreme hardſhips; your ene- 


mies in their repeated attacks 


have rendered your once popu— 
lous and ſplendid city, like a 
poor weather-beaten cottage : 

your tribes are either captives or 
fugitives in foreign lands, and 
your ſtate properly compared to 


a ſhip driven with tempeſtuous 


winds in a ſwelling ſea; it is not 


long that you ſhall continue in 


theſe deplorable circumſtances, 
before I retrieve your ancient 
proſperity and glory: cauſe your 
houſes to be rebuilt in ſuch 
beauty and ſplendour, as if they 
conſiſted only of precious ſtones, 


and their ground-work or pave- 


ment of ſaphires : your windows 
make to glitter as of agates ; 
your gates look glorious as of 
carbuncles, and the walls not 
more ſtrongly cemented and 
compact, than they are beautiful 
and pleaſant. 

Which is ſtill more intereſting 


Ta of the greateſt importance, 


in order. to cultivate the minds. 


and morals of a growing poſte- 


rity ; the Lord, by a ſucceſſion 
of 


11. O thou af- 
flited, toſſed with 
tempeſt and not com- 
forted: Behold, I 
will lay thy owns 
with fair colours, and 
lay thy foundations 
with ſaphires. 

12. And . I will 
make thy windows 
of agates, and thy 


gates of carbuncles, 


and all thy borders 
of pleaſant ſtones. 


13. And all thy 
children all be 
taught of the Lord, 
and great /hall be the 
peace of thy children, 
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of rational and exemplary in-SECT.71. ; 


ſtructors, ſhall teach them in 3 


thy 
be 
;ord, 
xe the 
dren, 


14, In righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall thou be eſ- 
tabliſhed : thou ſhalt 
be far from oppreſ- 
fon, for thou ſhalt 
not fear ; and from 
terror, for it ſhall 
not come near thee, 


15. Behold they ſhall 
ſurely gather together 
but not by me ; who- 
ſoever ſhall gather 
together againſt thee, 
thall fall forthy ſake. 


certainly fall : 


the ſimpleſt and plaineſt manner , 


juſt ſentiments of virtue and pie- 


ty: and conforming their prac- 


tice. to them, they ſhall, in all 


13 


reſpects, enjoy conſiderable de- 


grees of e e aun proſpe- 
* 


The foundation is a molt ſub- 14 


ſtantial and fixed one for the ſta- 
bility, welfare, and ſplendour of 
your ſtate, in the prevaience of 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs a- 
mongſt all ranks, in governors, 


whether ſupreme or ſubordinate, | 


and in all orders and ſtations ot 
the people: ſo far from feeling, 
you ſhall have no occaſion to 


fear the iron hand of tyrannical 


oppreſſors at home, nor the 
alarms of invaſions from abroad: 
high and low, rich and poor, 
ſhall habitually act as reaſon and 
conſcience dictate, and enjoy the 
protection and regard of the in- 
viſible and eternal JIEHO VAR. 


Enemies you may expect to 14 


have, and ſuch as conſpire and 
unite, if they had power, to deſ- 
troy you: my counſel directs 
them not, my providence con- 


curs not with them: therefore 


they ſhall not proſper, that you 
may not be harmed; they ſhall 
confederates to 


F 2 do 


) 
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— 
Iſa. liv. 


| A PARAPHRASE on the 
SzcT.71.do you miſchief ſhall find you ſo 


guarded that they themſelves 
ſhall periſh, | 


16 The moſt diſtant tendency in N 


human affairs to animoſity and 
contention is obvious to my all- 
diſcerning mind; the earlieſt ef 
forts of turbulent men for mil- 


chief are under my direction, and 


ſubject to my controul : for in- 
ſtance, the ſmith himſelf is my 
production, who bloweth the 


coals and prepares his ſeveral 
working inſtruments to make 
arms and military weapons: he 


is diſpoſed of at my pleaſure, 
and eaſily over- ruled by my pro- 
vidence : I have alſo created the 
warrior who uſes them, and 
ſometimes do employ him in 
ſcenes of deſolation to chaſtize 


the rebellious, and puniſh the 


diſobedient ; but he can do no- 
thing at all without my know- 
ledge, appointment, or permiſ- 
ſion. | 


1; My poſitive promiſe, there- 


fore, may fully aſcertain to you, 


that no armour intended for your 
ſlaughter ſhall be ſucceeded: : 
and that whatever perſon ſhall 
bear falſe witneſe in a court of 
judicature againſt you, accuſe 
you of crimes that you have not 
committed, or ſeck your ruin 
any way that you have not de- 

| | - ferved, 


16. Behold, I have 
created the ſmith that 
bloweth the coals in 
the fire, and that 
bringeth forth an in- 
ſtrument for his work, 
and I have created the 
waſter to deſtroy. 


17. No weapon 
that is formed againſt 
thee ſhall er 
and every tongue 
that ſhall riſe againſt 
thee in judgment, 
thou ſhalt condemn. 
This is the heritage 
of the ſervants of the 
Lord, and their 
righteouſneſs 7s of 
me, ſaith the Lord. 


on 
inſt 
er; 
zue 
inſt 
ent, 
nn. 


age 
the 
1e1r 
of 
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ſerved, you ſhall be able to con- SE Cr. 71. 
Ifa. liv. 


front and expoſe, convict and 
puniſh him. This is their pe- 1) 
culiar happineſs, and ſettled on 

them as Be unalienable inheri- 
tance or portion, by grant from 
the moſt high God, who worſhip 
and ſerve him in truth and ſim 
cerity : it is a kind of perperual 
privilege which belongs to them; 
and as to their character and pro- 
bity, I charge myſelt with their 
vindication, faith a molt juſt and 
holy Gop, | 


CHAP. 


66 


SECT. 72. 


Iſa. lv. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


CHAP. LV. 


SECT. LXXII. 


The moſt ſignal advantages Propoſed to the acceptance of 
the ſeed of Jacob. Unprofitable purſuits blamed. 


Invitation to enter into an everlaſting covenant. Per- 


en appointed to tranſa# this affair. 


Gent:ies cal- 


led. Inſtruction how to eat, and repent ſo as become 
opjects of mercy. The unſpeakable happineſs of all. 


ing in this manner exempl, ed. 


„ Wi. 

VERY good and perfect 

gift is poſitively promiſed 
; by a God of truth to his faith- 
ful ſervants: ſuffer me then to 
awaken their attention as to the 
appointed means of obtaining it: 
and in reſemblance of him who 
cries proviſions in the open ſtreets 
to ſupply their natural wants, 
excite them diligently to attend 
for accommodations to their ſpi- 
ritual moral ones : and whatever 
be their ſex or age, ſtation or 


condition, ſeek their own chiefeſt 
good, and what concerns their 


nouriſhment for a future life and 
eternal ſalvation. 

Why ſo much dilatorineſs here, 
and trifling expence of your ſub- 
ſtance and fruits of your induſtry 
for that which 1s not bread, can- 
not ſupport lite, nor nouriſh and 
improve to their maturity and 
perfeclion ſuch natures and fa- 

culties 


Iſa. lv. 1. 
O, every one 
that thirſteth, 


come ve to the wa- 


ters, and he that hath 


no money; come ye 
buy and eat; yea 
come buy wine and 
milk without money, 
and without price. 


2. Wherefore do 
ye ſpend money for 
that which 7s not 


bread? and your la- 
bour for that which 
ſatisfieth not? heark- 
en diligently unto 
me, and eat ye that 
which is good, = 

Ct 


32 wad 2 a wo A 


do 
for 
not 
la- 
hich 
irk- 
into 
that 
and 
let 


your ſoul delight 
ay in fatneſs. 


3. Incline your 
ear, and come unto 
me: hear and your 
ſoul ſhall live, and I 
will make an ever- 
laſting covenant with 
you, even the ſure 
mercies of David, 


4. Behold, I have 
given him for a wit- 
neſs to the people, a 
leader and command- 
er to the people. 


Bock of IS AIABE. 


culties as you are poſſeſſed of: SE or. 72 


miſtakes, be perſuaded to ob- _ 


to guard againſt theſe dangerous 


ſerve my inſtructions, and 


thoroughly digeſt them for your 


good, as the richeit food : 
dulge to ſatiety and luxury in 
that which will conciliate the di- 
vine regard; enoble your minds, 
and iſſue in your endleſs bleſſed- 
neſs. 

Being an affair of the laſt im- 
porrance, I repeat, and moſt 
earneſtly urge, that you will di- 
ligently attend, come near, and 
be fully informed of the doctrine 
in all its parts and branches, that 
leads to ſatisfaction and happi- 
neſs, here and hereafter : you 
have violated former covenants, 
or you had never known Babylo - 
niſh ſervitude : I will enter into a 
freſh and perpetual engagement, 
and upon certain reaſonable and 
ealy terms grant you the nobleſt 
privileges ; and with the fulleſt 
certainty of your long enjoying 


them, confirm to you ſuch mercies 


as were promiſed to king David. 


As I formerly raiſed the ſon 4 


of Jeſſe to the throne of Jjracl, 

ſo the Lord declares, have J ap- 

pointed the ſervant, whom I will 
ſend to bear a noble teſtimony to 
the people, reſpecting religion: 
by his example and inſtructions 
he ſhall lead them in the true 


4 Way 


208 


— 
Ifa, lv. 


7.6. & 9 To finners, the indiſpenſible 


A PARAPHRASE en the 
Sgr. 92. way of life and happineſs ; and 


his commands have annexed to 
them the moſt awful eternal ſanc- 
tions. 

O my meſſenger, obſerve what 
ſhall be the joyful conſequences 
of thy miſfion : thou ſhalt make 
converts of a nation, that thou 
didſt not regard as united with 
my people: and nations who 
knew nothing of thee, ſhall 
make haſte to form an acquaint- 
ance : on this important occa- 


ſion, the Almighty ſhall vouch- 


ſafe to diſplay his attributes, de- 


moaſtrative of him as the only 


living and true God : and in a 


ſeries of aſtoniſhing works clear- 


ly manifeſt his preſence and con- 


currence. 
6 Whoever you are, that ſin- 


cerely deſire to reap benefit by 
this admirable proviſion, do you 
ſpeedily embrace and diligently 
improve the preſent opportunity 
and encouragement ; to obtain 
true knowledge, practiſe virtue 
and piety, and ſecure the greateſt 
bleſſings. 


condition of pardon and accep- 
tance is repentance, proved to 
be ſincere and effectual by a- 
mendment: let the wicked be 
reformed from thoſe evil courſes 
he has habitually proſecuted; 


and the unrighteous changed, as 


tO 


$5. Behold, thou 
ſhalt call a nation 
that thou knoweſt 
not, and nations that 
knew not thee ſhall 
run unto thee, becauſe 
of the Lord thy God, 
and for the holy one 
of Iſrael; for he hath 
glorified tee. 


6. Seek ye the 
Lord while he may 
be found, call ye 
upon him while he 7s 
near. 


7. Let the wicked 
forſake his way, and 
the unrighteous man 
his thoughts : and 
let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon 
him, and to our God, 
for he will abundant- 
ly pardon. 


\ 
t 
1 


an 
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8. For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, 
neither are your * 
my ways, faith the 
Lord, | 

9. For as the hea- 
vens are higher than 
the earth, ſo are my 


ways higher than 


your. ways, and my 


thoughts than your 


thoughts. 


10. For as the 
rain cometh down, 
and the ſnow from 

heaven, 


betwixt 


Bool of TSa1an. 


to the bent of his deſires and Szcr 72, 


prevalence of inordinate affec- 
tions ; and let him be fully re- 
conciled to the future obſervance 
of God's laws; and he may chear- 
tully confide in his goodneſs and 
mercy, that the greateſt miſery 
ſhall be prevented; and multi- 
plied tranſgreſſions not puniſhed 
as they deſerve. You are natu- 
rally ledto form theſe ſentiments 
from the infinite diſproportion 
there is betwixt God and man; 
and conſequent great difference 


in the meaſures of their actions. 


to this purpoſe, ſaith the Lord, 
my thoughts and ways of ſhew- 
ing compaſſion to thoſe who 
have offended me, are not the 
ſame with thoſe of men to them 
who have diſobliged them : -the 
diſtance betwixt heaven and earth 
is not greater than the difference 

my procedure and 
theirs. They frequently re- 
quire a very low ſubmiſſion and 
large compenſation : are ready * 
to revive old animoſities, and by 
reflection render themſelves in- 
exorable in their reſentments : 
if they are only amended I for- 
give, and if they conſult their 
own intereſt, perfection, and 
happineſs, am entirely ſatisfied. 


The following eaſy and natu-1o& 11 


ral ſimilitude may illuſtrate my 
tranſ- 
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10 & 11 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


tranſcendency of goodneſs and 


readineſs to ſhew mercy, with 


the certainty of my promiſes : as 
the ſhowers of rain and fleeces of 
ſnow fall not without producing 
the effects for which providence 
hath deſighed them ; and pre- 
paring and diſpoſing the earth, 
that in its future crops it may 
yield men plenty of bread-corn 


for food, and a ſufficiency of 


feed for the enfuing ſeaſon: ſo 
ſhall my declarations of the 
terms of acceptance by my ſer- 
vants the prophets, and of for- 
giveneſs to all that truly repent, 


be effectual to all the import- 


.ant ends for which I have made 


them : and thoſe reap advantage 
who are not wanting to them- 
ſelves, but e embrace 
the offers, and perform the con- 
ditions. | 


12 You will early experience the 


ſignal advantages of an univer- 
ſal reformation, by leaving with 
a peculiar pleaſure the loneſome 
houſe of your tedious confine- 
ment in Babylon, and enjoy ing a 


ſafe and eaſy conduct to your 


native country : the revival of 
your ſpirits and an unuſualchear- 
fulneſs ſhall make it ſeem as if 
the mountains and hills with rap- 
turous ſongs congratuled the re- 
covery of your liberty ; and the 
| trees 


heaven, and return” 
eth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that 
it may give ſeed to 
the ſower, and bread 
to the eater : 

11. So ſhall m 
word be that goeth 
forth out of my 
mouth : it ſhall not 
return unto me void, 
but it ſhall accom- 
pliſh that which I 
pleaſe, and it ſhall 
proſper in the thing 
whereto J ſent it. 


12, For ye ſhall 


go out with joy, and 


be led forth with 
peace: the mountains 
and the hills ſhall 
break forth before 
ou into finging, and 
% the en 95 the 
field ſhall clap their 
hands. 
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13. Inſtead of the 
thorn ſhall come up 
the fir- tree, and in- 
ſtead of the briar ſhall 
come up the myrtle 
tree: and it ſhall be 
to. the Lord for a 
name, for an ever- 
laſt ing ſign that ſhall 
not be cut off. 
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trees in the motion and waving SE er. 72. 
of their branches, as it were | 


clapping their hands, to applaud ; 
your inexpreſſible happineſs. 

You will be delighted to find 13 
a mighty change, which you 
hardly expected in your own 
land; and that inſtead of being 
deſolate and overgrown with 
briars and thorns ; it ſhall prove 
to have been cultivated, and 


plentifully ſtocked with all uſe- 


ful, pleaſant and fruitful trees: 
this extraordinary circumſtance 


you will conſider as greatly re- 
dounding to the glory of God; 
a kind of laſting memorial or 
perpetual monumentof his POET 
and goodneſs to his people ; 
remindand engage them at 


out all future ages and genera- 
tions, to praiſe and to ſerve him. 


CHAP. 


4 P ARAPHPRASE on the 


Ende wv een 


Exhortation to the practice of an impartial juſtice, and 
the ſtricteſt equity. The happineſs or bleſſedneſs of 
atting in this manner: Gentiles not debarred of the 
privileges if they diſcharged the duties of virtue and 

| prety. The wicked among the Jews reproved, and 
threatened to be greatly diſtreſſed by foreign nations, 
Rulers both civil and eccle/aſtical grofly ignorant and 


ſtupid, inſatiably avaricious and devoted to ſenſual 


pleaſures. 


Is A. Ivi. 1. 


Skor. 73. AN who was made up- 


—— 
Wa. I vi. 


right is in the higheſt de- 


1 gree intereſted to preſerve invio- 


late his integrity; this is the 
will of heaven, and thus ſaith 
a moſt righteous God, O my 
people, be careful both in your 
judicial proceedings and your 
private dealings to ſupport the 
character of an impartial diſ- 


tinction, according to the moral 


differences; and to practiſe the 
ſtricteſt juſtice doing to all others 


Is A Ivi. 1. 

H Us ſaith the 
Lord, keep ye 
judgment and do juſ- 
tice: for my ſalva- 
tion 7s near to come, 
and my righteouſneſs 

to be revealed. 


as you would have them do to 


you ; for the time draws near 
that I ſhall work for you a very 
ſignal deliverance, and approve 
myſelf to be righteous and faith- 
ful by performing moſt exactly 


my promiſes, 


Happy 
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2. Bleſſed i, the Happy in his own reflections, SE or. 73. 
man that doth this, the approbation of the great 


| Ia. lvi. 
_ pathos FP and bleſſed God, and the eſti- ,* Tu 


, ng by mers hae in this manner; and the ſon of 
# . man who is zealous and conſtant 
2 in his adherence to that which is 
4 equal and right; who is diligent 
5 and conſcientious in obſerving 
22 the ſabbath for all the purpoſes 
of for which it was appointed, and 
all the duties and exerciſes of 
God's worſhip and ſervice; and 
takes due care of all his actions, 
he that they be no way injurious or 
ye -— qo miſchieyous to his neighbour. 
4 fon of the firanger The effect and reward of this, 
je, that hath joined him- practice is not confined to any 
ſs ſelf to the Lord, particular people; excluſive of 


it; that keepeth the 
ſabbath from pollut- 


ſpeak, ſaying, the 
Lord hath 1 utterly 
ſeparated me from his 


people: neither let 


the eunuch ſay be- 
hold I am a dry tree. 


mate of all wiſe and juſt perſons, 
is the man who habitually acts 


others; the Gentile who profeſſes 
true religion and uniformly acts 
anſwerably, has no occaſion to 
conclude, ſaying, I am ſecluded 
or debarred of their privileges, 
becauſe I am not of Jewiſh ex- 
traction, but of heathen parent- 
age; neither let eunuchs on ac- 
count of the mark of infamy 


fixed on them, reckon them- 


ſelves utterly inſignificant and 
rejected, becauſe as a dry and 
barren 


1 erl. ſeparcted, &c. as is expreſſed, Deut. xxili. I, 2, &c. 
they ſhauld not enter into the congregation of the Lord, &c. i. e. 
they were not to be admitted to be magiſtrates, judges, or rulers 
of the people. 1 Chron, xxiv. 19. 2 Chron, i. 10. 1 Kings iii. 9. 


Pfſul. lxxx11. 1, 
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6&7 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sect. 73: barren tree cannot produce fruit, 


they happen to be diſabled from 
contributing to population. 

* That they may not pain or 
grieve themſelves in unfortunate 
caſes where it is utterly out of 
their power to prevent or reme- 
dy, thus hath the Lord expreſsly 
declared to eunuchs, ſaying, 
thoſe ſhall be accepted who re- 
ligiouſly perform the offices of 
my worſhip, who give the pre- 
ference to every thing that they 
believe will be acceptable to me; 
and who ſhew in their lives and 
converſations how firmly they 
have engaged themſelves to obey 
my laws; even unto them will I 


give in my ſanctuary on earth, 


and in my temple above the 


4. For thus faith 
the Lord unto the eu- 
nuchs that keep m 
ſabbaths and chooſe 
the things that pleaſe 
me, and take hold 
of my covenant : 

5. Even unto them 
will I give in mine 
houſe, and within 
my walls, a place 
and a name better 
than of ſons and 
daughters: I will give 
them an everlaſting 
name that ſhall not be 
cut off. 


ſkies, greater honour and more 


laſting happineſs than they could 
derive from an earthly poſterity; 


the moſt glorious title of mine 


adopted children ſhall continue 
to diſtinguiſh them as truly emi- 
nent throughout all ſucceeding 
generations. | 
Foreigners alſo, who uſed to 
be admitted only into the court 
of the Gentiles, that unite and 


gage themſelves to profeſs true 


religion, and come under the 1n- 
fluence of its laws; obſerve as 
required the ſabbath, and lay 
claim to its grant of privileges ; 


ſhall 


6. Alſo the fons. 


of the ſtranger, that 
Join themſelves to 
the Lord, to ſerve 
him, and to love the 


name of the Lord, 


to be his ſervants, 
every one that keep- 
eth the ſabbath from 
polluting it; and tak- 
eth hold of my cove- 


nant. 
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7, Even them will 
I bring to my holy 
mountain, and make, 
them joyful in my 
houſe of prayer : 
their burnt offerings 
and their ſacrifices 
ſhall be accepted upon 
mine altar ; for mine 
houſe ſhall be called 
an houſe of prayer 
for all people. 


8. The Lord God, 
which gathereth the 
outcaſts of 
ſaith, yet will I ga- 
ther arbor; to him, be- 

des thoſe thatare ga- 
chered unto him. 


9. Allye beaſts of 
he field, come to 
levour, yea, all ye 
caſts in thè foreſt. 


Iſrael, 


Book of Lewide, 


ſha!l be conducted in one eres SECT 73. 


communion, to bear a part in 


temple on mount Zion; to enjoy 
the refined pleaſure of a rational 
devotion, and a divine accep- 
tance and approbation; for how- 
ever narrow and contracted the 
minds of my people have been 


formerly in theſe matters; the 


time ſhall come, that agreeable 
to the nature and ſpirit of true 
religion, its inſtitutions ſhall be 
free and open for men of all na- 
tions and languages, in order to 
learn and practiſe the duties of 


ſocial worſhip, and the Precepts 


of univerſal virtue. 

It is the certain pleaſure andg 
expreſs declaration of the moſt 
high God, the common parent 
and abſolute lord of all, who 
gathereth together the exiles, 
captives, and diſperſed Iſraelites, 
ſaying, yet will I colle& and 
conjoin with them, Gentiles be- 
ſides the Jews that I have brought 
from Babylon, and other coun- 
tries where they were ſcattered 
abroad. 

The righteous may rejoice, 9 
exceeding great and precious 
promiſes are made, which ſhall 
in due ſeaſon, be performed to 
them : but the ungodly and im- 
penitent have no ſhare in them, 

and 


the ſolemnities performed in the 5 > | 


216 A PARAPHRASE on the 


SRT. 73. and may be filled with terror 
and amazcinent: O ye beaſts of 
n prey from the field and the to- 
'reſt, come and devour the 
ſlaughtered carcaſes of this wick- 
ed people, who are every where 
ſacrificed to the mercileſs cruelty 

of foreign invaders. 

10 The blame is principally due 
to the leading perſons, princes, 
prieſts, and pretended prophets, 
who are too blind and ſotti ſh co 
foreſee and give warning of ap- 
proaching evils and calamities : 
they are all themſelves ignorant 
of God's laws and their duty, 
therefore incapable of directing 
and governing others ; they are 
roo much guilty alſo, to admi- 
niſter reproof, and damp the 
career or ſtem the torrent of vice 
and wickedneſs ; they are wholly 
immerſed in ſloth and indolence, 
ſenſual pleaſure and luxury. 

11 They are further inſatiably 
covetous, no gains or emolu- 
ments are eſteemed ſufficient to 
gratify them for their cares or 
labours ; they may be compared 
to ſhepherds that are unac- 
quainted with their office, and 
know not how to manage their 
flock ; they underſtand not what 
belongs to their reſpective pro- 
vinces, and are totally deſtitute 
of all publick ſpirit : they are 

univerſally 


4 


10. His watchmen 
ere blind; they are 


all lonorant, they are 


all dumb dogs, they 
cannot bark fleeping, 
lying down, loving 
to ſlumber. 


11. Yea, they are 
greedy dogs which 
can never have 
enough, and they are 
ſhepherds iat cannot 


underſtand: they all 


look to their own 


way, every one for 


his gain from his 
quarter. 


* 
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univerſally abſorbed in private Sor. 73. 
intereſt, and regard nothing but 
their own advantage. 

. 0 a They are moreover charged 12 
they, I will fetch with rioting and drunkenneſs 
wine, and we will 8 hs 
611 ourſelves with and the plain language of their 
ftrong drink; and brutal exceſſes is, let the event 
t6-morrow - ſhall be be what it will, we will indulge 


— 
+ 8 Ha. lei. 
12. Come ye, ſay 


| WV 
' 
| g 
1 * 
P * 
1 
1 
* 
{ 
4 \ wif 
nl 
1 
bo 
1 ( 
Wo. 
. 11 
3 
ik 
N 
4 | 
1 
* » 
i 1 
1 a 
i q * 
£40 
i» 4: 
K 
Dee 
4 
4 
! 
9 | 
er 
|, þ 
\ 0 
1 1 1 
1 i 
LET 
N 
i 
8 1 . 
4 4 
" 
e 
i # 
1 7 
. \ 
| WIL 
1 1 
Wt 
Wo 
115 ji 
V 7 
1 18 
ou I 
Tits 
90 p 
8 
U 
| \ 1 
1 
N 174 
* [ | 
15 
J, | 
Will} 
5 
TH | 
\f] f ol» 
9 7 
* p 
ia 
14 
i i 
4 75 
1 14 
! 't 
yy! 
15 Wn 
" 
} { 
me 
7 ! 
i 
[ * 
Li)? 
j N 
e 
15 110 
[1 | 
1.4 , 
1 I. 
ll 
l » 
0 
4 
3\ " 
| ** 
1 
1 
"= 
Bk. 
' U 
1 0 
1 1 
" 
i Ml 
| ) 
May 
Wi 
oy. , 
11 
$1 [ 
144 | 


=. 


| 1 — much ourſelves and encourage one ano- 
£ more abundant. 8 5 | 3 
ther in taking the largeſt draughts 
. of intemperate pleaſure: ic is 
, our determinate reſolution, hat- 
; ever may be threatened by God's 
prophets, neither do we queſtion 
our own ſecurity, and that we 
ſhall be as happy to-morrow as 
we are to-day, poſſibly happier, 
if we do not retrench our deſires, 
nor give heed to any viſionary 
reports or romantic idle fears. 
'e 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


CHAP. LVIL SECT. LXXIV. 


No concern expreſſed at the death of righteous and good 


men. Their happineſs in being removed before the 
nation was involved in irretrievable deftruftion. 
Threatenings againſt that wicked generation. Their 
manifold idolatries. TFudgments to be executed. The 
conrite and humble ſpared, and a flop put to rigo- 


rous proceedings. Peace, the fruit of their penitence 


and prayers. No peace to the wicked and impenitent. 


Iſa. Ivii. 1. 


SrCT. 74 MIDST other threaten- 


— 
Ifa. Pri. 


1 


A ing circumſtances of our 
degenerate times, there is one 
that cannot well eſcape obſerva- 
tion, and is greatly alarming ; 
that is, the viſible decreaſe 


and unlamented deſtruction of 


men diſtinguiſhed for piety and 
virtue: thofe who are truly emi- 
nent for goodneſs, humanity and 
tenderneſs of mercy, are {natched 
away by an untimely fate; and 
yet none appears led by theſe 
uſual tokens of impending judg- 
ments, to take warning, and ſe- 
riouſly conſider that theſe pillars 
of ſociety are ſeaſonably and 
graciouſly removed, that they 


may not be involved in the dread- 


ful calamities that are ſhortly to 


befall an impenitent and incor— 


rigible people and nation. 


It * 


Ifa. lvii. 1. 

HE righteous 
periſheth, and 
no man layeth it to 
heart, and merciful 
men are taken away, 
none conſidering that 
the righteous is taken 
away ſrom the evil t5 

come, | 


hit] 
ſor 
the 
wh 


5 y 
felves 
make 
moutl 
the tc 
not ch 
greſſic 


fallho, 


CFF 


2. He ſhall enter 


into peace: they ſhall 
reſt in their beds, each 
ene walking in his up- 
rightneſs. 


3. But draw near 
hither, ye ſons of the 
ſorcereſs, the ſeed of 
the adulterer, and the 
whore. 


4. Againſt whom 
do ye ſport your- 
felves? againſt whom 
make ye a wide 
mouth, and draw out 
the tongue ? are ye 
not children of tranſ- 
greſſion, a ſeed of 
allhood ? 
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commotions and diſtractions of 
a world lying in wickedneſs, ſhall, 
no more affect them, bur they 
ſhall be ſettled in a ſtate of per- 
fect eaſe and peace; they ſhall 
quietly reſt till the great awaken- 
ing day of a general reſurrection 
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It ſhall be happy for them, the 8x or. 24. 


Len mma 
ia. Ivil. 


in their ſilent oraves: this ſhall. | 


be the pleaſing lot of thoſe who 


have ſerved their God in truth 
and ſincerity, and their genera- 


tion well according to his will. 


But your caſe will be very3 


different, and do you draw near 


to hear it deſcribed, who rejoice. 


in ſurviving the regular and vir- 


tuous, and who are addicted to 
the wicked arts of ſorcery and 


divination ; who are guilty of 


the diſſipating vices of adultery 


and fornication : who may call 


Jeruſalem your mother, and glo- 


ry in your being ſprung from the 


patriarch Abraham, but are juſt- 


ly chargeable with profaneneſs, 
lewdneſs, and idolatry, as if you 


had deſcended from the vileſt 


parents. 


It would do well for you to4 


conſider, if reflection of mind as 
well as all decorum of manners 
have not forſaken you, at whoſe 
expence and neglect you make 
yourſelves merry, expreſs terms 
of deriſion, and uſe geſtures of 


mockery ; and whether it be not 


C24 Fs | the 


220 A PARAPHRASE en the 


SECT.74- the Great and Eternal God, 
SY > whom you inſult and wound 
E a » 
_ ©, through the ſides of his prophets 
and ſervants, who are your faith- 
tul reprovers ? Does not this be- 
haviour demonſtrate you to be a 
moſt degenerate, falſe, and re- 
bellious race of men ? 

5 Agitating your limbs and fer- 5.mInflamingyour. 
menting the blood and juices with felves with idols un- 
the violent exerciſes, and im- der every green tree, 

| 8 ſlaying the children 
pure and obſcene 'rites you per- in the valleys under 
form to the honour of your theclifts ofthe rocks. 
idols in your ſhady groves; and | 
4 on altars built under every green 
| and ſpreading tree : with an un- 
natural and moſt horrid barba- 
rity ſacrificing your own child- | 2 


ren to Baal or Moloch in valleys, h 
particularly in the infernal one of - 
Tephet or Hinnom ; allo in ca- 4 
vernous places under craggy | 
rocks, that at the ſame time that 
they afford ſhelter, by their 
drearineſs create a kind of me- 
lancholy gloom and enthuſiaſtic 8 
horror. c alt 
6 On altars or in temples made 6. Among the aj 
of ſmooth and poliſhed ſtones, ſmooth ftones of the __ 
0 ſtream is thy portion; tho 
| 5 | they thy/ 
| | e me, 
m Inflaming, &c. The marginal reading is, inflaming ycur- rags 
ſelves among the oaks : that is, the groves where they facrihced to ed, 
their idol gods. Smooth flones, in the next verſe, ſeems an al- e 
luſion to a cuſtom the eus had of building their oratories, pro- b Ny 
| 


ſeuckes, or places of public prayer, near rivers, or by the ſea- 
fide, as Tophet and Hinnom, for the ſake of purifications, which 
were practiſed alſo by the heathens reſpecting their ſolemn de- 
votions. Eliner. Obſerv. vol. i. page 430, 433. Prid. Cen. 


vol. i. page 387, 389. 


they are thy lot; even 
3 haft thou 
poured a drink of- 
fering, thou haſt of- 
fered a meat offering. 
Should I receive com- 


fort in theſe ? 


7. Upon a lofty 
and high mountain 
haſt thou ſet thy bed : 
even thither wenteſt 
thou up to offer fa- 


crifice. 


8. Behind the doors 
alto, and the poſts 
haſt thou ſet up thy 
remembrance, for 
thou haſt diſcovered 
thyſelf to another than 
me, and art gone up ; 
thou baſt enlarged thy 
bed, and made thee a 
covenant with them ; 
thou loveſt their bed 
where thou ſaweſt it. 
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and moſt pleaſantly ſituated near Sxor. 74. 


murmuring ſtreams, is your ho- 


mage paid to your own greateſt 
ſatisfaction and happineſs : you- 
eſteem them as the richeſt inhe- 


ritance, and as if theſe idols 
were really gods, you have en- 
deavoured, with all kinds of of- 
terings and facrifices, to ſerve 
and pleaſe them: can you be fo 


ſtupid as to imagine any one who 


is poſſeſſed of ſuch attributes as 
I the true God am, can take de- 
light in ſuch things? or be other- 
wie than highly diſpleaſed with 


ſuch abominations ? 


But to add {till further to your 


abominations, , you have been 


open, avowed, and impudent in 
committing them in your cha- 
pels, not only 1n caves and val- 
leys, but on the tops of hills 
and mountains: theſe high places 
you have made witneſſes of your 
uncleanneſs and wickedneſs. 


Inſtead of inſcribing my laws g 


there, in an abſolute contempt 
of them, you have ſet up memo- 
rials of your idols as your guar- 
dians and protectors, upon the 
doors and poſts'of your houſes : 
have preterred them plainly be- 
fore me, and forſaken my ho- 
mage; like a moſt abandoned 
harlor, ſhe 18 ready to expoſe 
her nakedneſs and proſtitute her- 


ſelf to every one; you have, in 


8 -. +86 


| 
1 oi 
wa 

| 


Ifa. Ivii. Fl 
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Szcr.74. the moſt public manner expoſed 
17 0 your idolatry and ſuperſtition, 
gave multiplied altars and tem- 
ples, and have united yourſelves 
with them by the moſt ſolemni- 
ties: wherever you have beheld 
an idol, you have been ready to 
worſhip it, to provide room for 
it, or to faſhion one like it. 
9 The enervating effects of this 9. And thou went. 
conduct, and fears in any dan- eſt to the n king with 
ger, ſo as to ſeek for ſuccour to DIS ee e 
foreign princes, early ſhewed how and ian” fend thy 
it degraded and unmanned : you meſſengers far off, 
applicd to them with the richeſt and didit debaſe thy. 
preſents : you courted their al- N 
liance by means of great quanti- 
ties of coſtly ſpices: you have 
ſent meſſengers to procure auxi- 
Jiaries from diſtant countries; in 
imploring their aid you have 
publiſhed your own utter inabi- 
lity, and deſcended to the loweſt 
degree of a moſt abject mean- 
neſs and puſillanimity. 
10 | You have ſubmitted to the 70. Thou art wez- 
greateſt fatigues by long and te- cf i the Lc el 
dious journeys to remote parts: thou — ja e 
all this to no manner of purpoſe; hope; o thou hat 
yet would you not be perſuaded found the life of 


to deſiſt from theſe vain pro- thinehand; therefore 
| EY ON . thou waſt not grieved, 


 , n King, By a difference in the pointing this may be read 
Wh, as not improbably it ought tobe, then the diſcourſe wil 
de continued as having ftill a reſpect to their idolatries. 
0 Thou haft found, &c. Thou haſt made a ſhift by theſe me- 
thods to ſupport thyſelf for the preſent, therefore thou doſt not 
feel any remorſe for thy evil and wicked practices. See Lowii 


in Loc. 
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ent- 
with 
lidſt 


mes 
thy 
off, 


1 


SY» now 


thy- 


11. Andof whom 


thou been afraid 
-arel, that thou 
tlie], and haſt 
remembered me, 
n laid , t thy 
hett) e not I beld 
my peace even of old 
and thou tear-t me 
not. | : 
12. I will declare 
thy righteouſneſs and 
thy works ; for they 
ſhall not profit thee, 
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jects, nor open your eyes to ſee SECT 74- 
that you would never reap any, to 
benefit from them: you placed 10 
your fafety- and welfare in the 
g promiſes of foreign 
therefore you have 
ſcrupled no labour or expence 
to ſecure their friendſhip, and in 
the iſſue to be your own enemies 
and deſtroy yourſelves. | 
Where has been your danger? 
by whoſe thunderin 
have you been {truck with ter- 
ror, or , what power on earth 
could make you in the leaſt a- 
fraid, that you ſhould violate 
all your moſt ſolemn engage- 
ments with me your God ; never 
recollect what I have formerly 
done for you, nor ſerioufly con- 
ſider what was likely to be the 
conſequence of behaving to 
as if I was not able to protect 
and defend you : what but my 
ſilence and forbearance with your 
diffidence and contradiction to 
my laws have occaſioned you to 
caſt off my fear? Wherefore it 
is high time to ſhew my reſent- 
ment; I am now determined to 
do it: to expoſe your righteouſ- 
neis as a molt falſe and hypocri- 
tical one, and your works as 
vile and perfidious : whatever 
you may promiſe yourſelves from 
them, they ſhall be ſo far from 
g you, that the preva- 


g& menaces 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 
| Sxer, 74-lence of ſuch wicked folly ſhall 


I. = prove your bane and ruin. 
13 All the anſwer you. can ex- 


pect or ſhall receive, when you 
pray and cry to me, under the 
prefſures of thoſe judgments 
and calamities that are coming 
upon you, ſhail be, Let thoſe 
heathen rulers, with the auxili- 


ary forces they have promiſed, 
deliver you: 


alaſs! they will 
deceive you, when you look for 


their help, the wind as chaff. 


will have driven them away : 
the ſmalleſt breeze of air will 
diſperſe them to the greateſt 
diſtance : but he that, we the 
obſervance of my laws, wholly 


relies on my protection, ſhall be 
reſtored from bondage in Baby- 
lon, to poſſeſs again his native 


country, and enjoy all the pri- 


vileges of religious worſhip in 


my temple upon my holy moun- 


tain. 


14 And when, by order of Cyrus, 


they ſhall have liberty to return 
directions ſhall be given for pre- 
paring the roads to render their 
tr -avels ealy and commodious: 
ways that are uneven to be made 
Plain, and perfectly cleared of 
every thing of difficulty or im- 
pediment 55 would retard their 
1. 
You who are made ſenſible of 
your paſt offences by your ſuf- 
fterings 


13. When thou 
cricſt, let thy com- 
panies deliver thee : 
but the wind ſhall 
carry them all away ; 
vanity ſhalltake tem: 
but he that putteth his 
truſt in me, ſhall 

poſſeſs the land, and 
Ball inherit my holy 
mountain. 


14. And ſhall ſay, 
caſt ye up, caſt ye 
up, prepare the way, 
take up the ſtumbling 
block out of the way 


of my people. 


15. For thus ſaith 
the high and lofty one 
tha 


t 
I 
] 
| 
U 
0 
t 
t 
t 
t 
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Ia A 
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ſaith 


one 
tha 


that inhabiteth eter- 
nity, whoſe name 7s 
Holy, I dwell in the 
high and holy Place ; 
with him alſo that ts 
of acontrite and hum- 


ble ſpirit, to revive 


the ſpirit of the hum- 
ble, and to revive 
the heart of the con- 
trite mes. 


16. For I will not 
contend forever, nei- 
ther will I be always 
wroth, for the ſpirit 
ſhould fail before me, 
and the fouls which 
I have made. 


17. For the ini- 
quity of his covet- 
ouſneſs was I wroth 


and ſmote him: I hid 


me and was wroth, 


2nd | 


redemption : for thus ſaith the IIa. Neil. 


and Glory; I dwell in Heaven, 
things here below: and if the 


and mortified for their ſins, as 


to them, ſo as to dwell in their 
hearts, to revive and ſupport 


i 
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ferings, and are reformed, ads Sgr. 74. 1 
comforted; need not queſtion your l of 1 
I 

truly eternal and immutable Be- N 


ing, by my ſupreme and incom- 
prehenſible Majefty, Holineſs, 


yet I regulate and govern all 
ſincerely penitent are ſo-humbled 


to tremble at my word, and be 
afraid of approaching my pre- 
ſence; ſo infinite are my conde- 
ſcenſions, that I will ſtoop to 
their infirmities, and come down 


them. 

With reſpeR to thoſe who are 16 
thus contrite and tender hearted, 
tis fit that a ſtop ſhould be early 
put to rizorous proceedings ; 
they want them not; they are 
unable to bear them, their ſpirits 
would faint away, and the ſouls, 
which are the work of my hands, 
to which therefore I have a de- 
fire, would be ſhocked, even 
overwhelmed with ſorrow ; life 
itſelf, which depends on a puff 
of air-in their noſtrils, be apt ro 
forſake them and fly away. 

My real diſpleaſure was highly, 17 
provoked by the enormous ava- 
rice and oppreſſion and extortion 
oy 0 people; and I executed 

ſome 


226 A PARAPHRASE on 
5, cr.74. ſome ſeverities upon them: I 


* OY was offended and ſhewed that I 
# 1% Was, by not appearing in their 
— flavour, nor undertaking for 
their defence; which they did 

not ſufficiently attend to, but 
proceeded in their uſual courſe 

of an obſtinate and unreſtrained 
indulgence of their luſts and 

paſſions. 

18 I cannot be unconcerned to 

_ fee to what ſtraits and difficul- 
ties, calamities and diſtreſſes, 
that infatuated and perverſe 
courſe hath reduced them: the 
ſight moves my pity, and I am 
reſolved to provide remedies for 

the wounds that have been given 
them. I will alſo, by a moft 
gracious providence, conduct 
them to their ancient habi- 
tations; they ſhall again enjoy 
all the comforts and bleſſings 
of their own fertile and pleaſant 
land: thoſe eſpecially, who are 
fincerely afflicted for the terrible 
judgments their great wicked- 
neſs hath brought upon them, 
ſhall be favoured with a pecu- 
har conſolation, manifeſt tokens 

that I am reconciled to them, 
and will yet be their God, 

19 B extraordinary interpoſiti- 
ons of my providence in their 
favour, I will give them abun- 
dant occaſion to open their lips, 
and exalt their voices in praiſes 

and 


the 


and he went on fro- 
wardly in the way of 
his heart, 


18. I have feen his 
ways, and will heal 
him: I will lead him 
alſo, and reſtore com- 
forts unto him, and 
to his mourners, 


19. J create the 
fruit of the lips; 
peace, peace to him 
thet is far off, and to 
him that is near, ſaith 
the Lord, and I will 
heal him, 
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and thankſgivings. A long and SECT-74- 
| 1 uninterrupted peace and proſpe- i i 

- ++ - Tity ſhall be vouchſafed both to 19 
twthoſe who have been carried a- 
way captives into a foreign 
country, and thoſe who were left 
5 in the land of Judea, ſaith the 
. Lord, and I will extricate them 
| from all their troubles and per- 
| | plexities. 8 | 
20. But af ch As to the wicked and incorri- 20 & 21 
fea n gable, they have no reaſon to 
reſt, whoſe waters caſt promiſe themſelves the like ſa- 
up mire and dirt. tisfaction and happineſs; as the 
21. There is no troubled ſea is reſtleſs, perpetu- 
peace ſaith my God, 11 IT 3 Hog 4 
to the wicked, - © All ebboing an OWNS, n 
—_ frequently agitated with tem- 
peſtuous winds, fo as to throw 
upon the ſtrand its mud and 
filth : ſuch hurry and turbulency, 
ſwellings and toſſings naturally 
ariſe from inordinate deſires, diſ- 
cracting cares, and predominant 
luſts. They are always obnoxi- 
ous to God's judgments, and 
have kindled in their own minds 
and conſciences an inteſtine fire 
that burns them, therefore ſaith 
my God, there is no peace or 

eaſe, content or pleaſure to the 

wreclaimable workers of iniquity. 


his | ww ws 


70 | | Es | | CHAP. 


SECT." 5. 


A PaRAPHBASE on the 


CHAP. LyVII. SECT. IXXV. 


The prophet, or ſervant -of God, commanded to awaken 
Anners to repentance, and impartially repreſent to 
them their treſpaſſes. Their hypocriſy : their abuſe 
and perverſion of faſting. The nature and qualities, 
effits and conſequences of a truly religious faſt. 


5 Ila. Iviti. x. 
HAT none of my people, 


who really are, may on 


— : F 
Ifa, lviii, account of their external pro- 


feſſions, too haſtily conclude, 
that they are not the wicked per- 
ſons who have no ground for 
peace ; and from thence grow 
ſecure in their vices: my in- 
{tructions to you, e 
are to addreſs them in the moft 
ſtriking manner, and with the 


utmoſt freedom and impartiallity, 


perſpicuity and | ors my diſcover 
ta them the deformity and ma- 
lignity of their tranſgreſſions, 
convince them how greatlytheir 


crimes are aggravated by their 


privileges; and how dreadful 


the conſequences will be of ſpu- 


rious pretences while they con- 
tinue hardened in their ſins. 
The greateſt difficulty will at- 
tend your labours; and hypo- 
criſy, after a thouſand attempts 
to unmaſk and expoſe it, (till 
find ſome ſhelter or ſkreen : 


thus 


Ifa. Iviii. 1, 

(pb aloud, ſpare 

not, lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet, 
and ſhew my people 
their tranfgreſſion, 
and the houſe of Ja- 
cob their ſins. 


2. Yet they feck 


me daily, and delight 


to know my ways, 
as a nation that did 
righteouſneſs, and 


 forſook not the ordi- 


nances 


an. ACC an eats 


nances of their God, 
they aſk of me the or- 
dinances of juſtice : 
they take delight in 
approaching to God. 
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thus, though they are enormous SECT 75> 
ſinners, they make a great ſhew Fo 

of religion by daily reſorting to, © 

my ſanctuary, that by the ſoſem- 
nities of worſhip they may ſe- 
cure my favour; and by fre- 
quenting their fynagogues, 
hear my word and learn of my 
ſervants what is good, and what 

I have required; they pretend to 

delight to know my ways, as if 

they were reſolved to conſtitute 
them the rules of their conduct: 
they enquire what my will 1s, as 
if they only wanted to know, in 
order to do it; they appear to 
have great pleaſure, in returning 


opportunities of enjoying com- 


munion with God in his ordi- 
nances, and various offices of 


_ devotion. 


3. Wherefore have 
we faſted, ſay they, 


and thou ſeeſt not? 


Wherefore have we 
afflicted our ſoul, 
and thou takeſt no 
knowledge ? Behold, 
in the day of your 
faſt you find plea- 
ſure, and exact all 


your labour. 


They proceed ſtill further ; 
boaſt of their outward acts of 
homage z and in the particular 
inſtance of religious faſting, 
hardly keep any meaſures of de- 
cency with me their God; if 
my providence do not imme- 
diately correſpond with their de- 
ſigns in and expectations from 
thoſe ſacred rites, they are ready 
to expoſtulate, To what pur- 
poſe, ſay they, have we faſted, 
and yet cannot perceive from 
any good effects of our pious 
abſtinence, that thou attendeſt to 
it? To what end afflicted and 

diſtreſſed 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 
SecT.75.diſtrefſed ourſelves, with ſuch 


entire confidence of being ac- 


z cepted, and yet thou haſt ex- 


preſſed no regard, by ſuccour- 


ing us, to theſe pleading cir- 


cumſtances of a voluntary hu- 
miliation > The anſwer is as fol- 


lows ; I can never eſteem thoſe 
as faſts, when you proſecute 


your criminal ; Jeafures, indulge 
your carnal luſts: when your 
grinding tempers require of your 


ſervants their uſual labour; or 
your griping fiſts moſt rigoroul. | 
ly exact of your debtors the ut- 


moſt that is due to you. 


4 As if you had no other view 


cruelty and inhumanity to your 


in them, your faſting and prayer 
8 bl 8 e e and to ſmite with the 


are no ſooner ended, than you 
return to your ordinary ways of 


neceſſitous brethren: ſuch ab- 
ſurdity in your dealings with me 
your God, and with ſeverity and 
actual barbarity in your hearts 
to one another, imploring my 


mercy, as 1s now practiſed, is 


what I will not ſuffer to prevail 


for any favour : it muſt be in a 


quite different manner that ye 


conduct theſe affairs if you will 


reaſonably expect mine accep- 
ance or anſwer of mercy. 


Can 


4. Behold, ye faſt 
p for ſtrife and debate, 


fiſt of wickedneſs : 


ye ſhall not faſt as 


5e do this day, to 


make your voice to 


be heard on bigh. 


p For rife and debate, &c. Gataler b madd this  paſſege 


as referring to their debts and mortgages. 
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5. Is it ſuch a faſt Can you entertain ſuch ſuper- Sr or. 5. 


that I have choſen ? 
A day for a man to 
ai his ſoul ? Is it 
to bow down his head 
as a bulruſh, and to 
ſpread ſackcloth and 
aſhes under him? 
Wilt thou call this a 
faſt, and an accepta- 
ble day to the Lord ? 


6. Is not this the 
faſt that I have cho- 
ſen? to looſe the 
bands of wickedneſs, 


to undo the heavy 


burdens, and to let 
the oppreſſed go free, 
and that ye brake 
every yoke. 


ficial views of theſe ſolemn occa- 
ſions, as to flatter yourſelves, the 
faſt which I require and will ac- 
cept, centers in a temporary mor- 
tification of the ſenſitive appetite; 


and conſiſts entirely in the pain 


of hunger, the paſſion of grief, 
or the pageantry of external geſ- 
tures and vocifera ions: 
moſt humiliating circumſtances, 
the head hanging down like a 
bulruſn; the coarſeſt ſack- cloth 
covering, and the whole body 


— 
Iſa. Iviii. 


that the 


rolled in duſts and aſhes, are not 


the meereſt trifles, when con- 
ſidered as ſubſtitutes in the room 
of a contrite heart, and the moſt 
acceptable homage of a reformed 
life and converſation. 


Be aſſured from impartially e 


aſking yourſelves, mult not the 
faſt, which is eligible in the di- 


vine eye of holineſs and good- 
neſs, prove its ſincerity by the 


forſaking of our ſins; and the 
humanity of our behaviour to 
one another? by deſiſting from 


all extortions and oppreſſions; 


and never more diſtreſſing 20d 


impriſoning the poor, for debts 
1 


which they are unable to 
by relieving the galled necks of 
poor vaſſals from the heavy bur- 
dens they groan under: and by 
breaking their yokes, ſuffering 

tem 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT.75.them to enjoy the {weets of li- 

berty. : | | | 

78 8 Is not a ready and liberal 
alms-giving a proper teſtimony; 


with the diviſionof ſhares among 
the neceſſitous: hoſpitably pro- 
viding friendleſs ſtrangers with 
relief in your own habitations, or 


at your own expence; and. the 


naked and expoſed to the incle- 
mencies of ſeaſons with ſhelter ; 
as ſoon as thoſe pitiable objects 
are preſented to your eyes, ſup- 
plying them with ſuitable gar- 
ments ; and that you never to 
avoid, the expence. or trouble 
ſhun the ſight of a brother / 
raelite, or of a fellow- creature 


in want and miſery, from what- 


ever quarter: act but in this 
manner, and you ſhall never 


7. If it not to deal 


thy bread to. the hun- 
Ih and that thou 

ring the pooi that are 
caſt out tothy houſe ; 
when thou ſeeſt the 


naked, that thou co- 


ver him, and that 
thou hide-not thyſelf 
from thine own fleſh; 

8. Then ſhall thy 
light break forth as 
the morning, and 
thine health ſhall 
ſpring forth ſpeedily; 
and thy righteouſneſs 
ſhall go before thee, 
the glory of the Lord 


ſhall be thy rere- ward 


have occaſion to complain, that 


when you faſt, the Lord does 


not regard; when you pray he 
does not hear: a moſt proſpe- 
raus and delightful ſtate ſhall 


ſoon ſucceed your preſent cala- 
mitous one; and ſprightly health 
and. vigour in the room of weak- 
neſs and maladies ; you ſhall ex- 
perience advantages from the in- 


tegrity of virtue, which r 


criſy can never afford; the 


ſing of hraven ſhall reward ſuch 
practice, and temporal honour 
or eternal glory be the er 

iſſue 


it 
in 


9. Then ſhalt thou 
call, and the Lord 
ſhall anſwer ; thou 
ſhalt cry, and he ſhall 
fay, 11225 I am: if 
thou take away from 
the midſt of thee, che 
oke, the putting 
forth of the finger, 
and ſpeaking vanity. 
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iſſue of juſtice and equity, cha-Sxor. 75. 
— — — 


rity and mercy. | 

| The ear of the Lord will then 
be opened to hear, and his good 
affection to anſwer your firſt call 
to him ; you need only to cry 
and you will find him; to ſay, 
here I am a ſpeedy and powerful 


Ia. Iviii. 


helper; if you utterly reject 


from having any place among 
you, all hardſhips and ſeverities 
practiſed upon one another; all 
caiumny and reviling, inſult, 
ſcoffing and unjuſt ſeizures, whe- 
ther by fraud or violence, all 
threatning language and geſ- 


tures, all flattering and deceitful 


10. And if thou 
draw out thy ſoul to 
the hungry, and ſa- 
tisfy the affticted ſoul; 
then ſhall thy light 


q riſe in obſcurity, 


and thy darkneſs be. 
as the noon-day. 


ſpeeches, it will ſoon be conſpi- 
cuous to your happineſs and ſa- 


tisfaction. 


If with a truly ſympathizing 10 


heart and unſparing hand of ge- 
nerous beneficence you relieve 
the poor, ſupply his neceſſities, 
and revive his drooping ſpirits; 
the light of your own proſperity 


Mall ſhine brighter and brighter 


upon you; and any darkneſs of 
adverſity or afffiction you may 
meet with, ſhall be ſo tranſient, 
directed or over-ruled as only to 
heighten the pleaſing ſcenes that 
ſhall early follow it. 


4 Riſe, &c. the original ſignifies to ſpring out, or ſhoot forth, 
it is applied to the glory and favour of Gop, Iſai. lx. 1. and 


in the text to happineſs and proſperity. 


Vor. II. 


In 


234 
Sg CCT. 5. 


— 
Iſa. lviii. 


vip duct, and bleſſing: 


be healthful and vigorous : 


12 


In the whole courſe of your 
pilgrimage, the Almighty ſhall 
afford you his conſtant aid, con- 
as you have 
bountifully relieved the poor, in 
a ſtate of ſcarcity and extreme 
drought, your wants ſhall be 


abundantly ſupplied: you ſhall 


long enjoy an uninterrupted ſtate 
of plenty and pleaſure, that you 
can communicate to the ſupport 
and comfort of others; like a 
well-watered garden, where every 
thing looks freſh and green : as 
an ever-flowing fountain that 


perpetually ſends forth its re- 


freſhing ſtreams. 


BS 
And if wars or captivities re- 


duce you, yet ye ſhall recover 


13 


ſo that you and your peſterity 
ſhall rebuild the cities that have 
long lain in uin and deſolation: 
where the foundation or ground- 
work only remain, you ſhall 
raiſe ſtructures that ſhall ſtand 
firm for many ages and genera- 
tions: you ſhall be deſervedly 
called the repairers of breaches 
in walls and fortreſſes ; the reſ- 
torer of paths and ways that had 


been untrodden, for travellers 


again to ule and frequent your 
Cities, 

It telly avoid all ſe- 
cular employments, eſpecially 
all ſinful courſes on my day of 


reſt ; 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


and 


rations, and 


And the Lord 
ſh: 1 guide thee con- 
tinually and ſatisfy 
thy ſoul in drought, 


and make 


fat th 
bones: and thou ON 
be like a watered gar- 
den, and like a ſpring 
of water, whole wa- 
ters fail not: 


12. And they that 
fhall be of thee ſhall 
build the old waſte 
places, thou {halt 
raiſe up the founda- 
tions of many gene- 
thou 
ſhalt be called the 
repairer ofthebreach, 
the reſtorer of paths 
to dwell in. 


13, if thou turn 
away thy feet from 
the ſabbath, from do- 


ing 


— i — — re AS ad Lo 


tat 
all 
lie 
alt 


Ja- 


ge- 
ou 
the 
ch, 
ths 


turn 
rom 
do- 

ing 


ing thy pleaſure on 
my holy day, and 
call-the ſabbath a de- 
light, the holy of the 
Lord, honourable, 
and ſhalt honour him, 


not doing thine own 


ways, nor finding 


thine own pleaſure, 
nor ſpeaking thing 


own words. 


14. Then ſhalt 
thou delight thyſelf 
in the. Lord, and I 
will cauſe thee to 
ride upon the high 
places of the earth; 
and feed thee with 
the heritage of Jacob 
thy father : for the 
mouth of the Lord 


hath ſpoken it. 


Book of IS 4ra8. 


reſt; and far from gratifying Sor 75. 


your luſts, give an hearty wel- 
come to this reſpectable and i im- 
portant ſeaſon be the ſervice of 
God, and facred intercourſes 
with heaven : and inſtead of a- 
muling yourſelves with ſenſual 


delights, ſhall make it your great 
endeavour to, pleaſe God Band 


promote his glory, by religiouſ- 
ly performing all the offices of 
cevotion : not devoting; the time 
to unneceſſary journeys, worldly 
buſineſs, impertinent viſits, or 
vain and trifling converſation : 
you will ſoon Oe the hap- 
py effects, 


When you truly enjoy them, 14 


and take ſatisfaction in thus Gs. 


tifying my ſabbaths, your plea- 


ſures and advantages ſhall be 
purer and nobler than it is poſ- 
{ible you can derive from any 


other objects: in perfect peace 
and ſafety you ſhall poſſeſs the 


mountainous country of Judba, 


and abound in all the richeſt 
bleſſings which a molt beneficent 


God promiſed your anceſtor Ja- 
cob, and his poſterity : this you 
may fully rely on, for the mouth 
of the Lord, who cannot lie or 


_ deceive, hath in expreſs words 


aicer ined it. 
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A PARA PHR AS E on the 


CHAP. ERK. :SECT,. LXXVI. 


Reaſons why deliverances were poſtponed, not that God 


Szor. 76. 
— —— 
IIa. lix 


did not hear, or could not help, but that his people 
were unworthy of the benefit, and obſtinate in their 
diſobedience. Inſtances of their extreme degeneracy. 
Effects thereof, infatuation, groſs ſtupidity, and 
prevailing miſery. Their redemption at length to be 


compleated, as the reſult of God's zeal for his own 


glory ; that his name might be confeſſed ; and me- 


morials of bis perfection and ſupremacy tranſmitted 


throughout all generations. 


Ha. lix. 1. 
Hatever your diſtreſſes 
and impatience under 
them, O ye children of Jfrael 


may ſuggeſt ; as if the Almigh- 


ty was not able, or not willing, 
to regard your faſts and put an 
end to your calamities, be aſ- 
furgd that he 1s both theſe : there 
15 no want of power or goodneſs 
in him : he moſt certainly hears 
your prayers, and with infinite 
eale can anſwer and would ſuc- 
cour, if your own unworthineſs 
did not hinder: your iniqui- 
ties certainly ſtand as a ſepara- 
tion wall betwixt you, that your 
ſupplications aſcend not to any 
effect, nor his bleſſings and 
mercies come down: it is en- 
tirely owing to your fins, that he, 
as it were, hides his face and 

| will 


Iſa. lix. 1. 
EH OL D, the 
Lord's hand is 


not ſhortened, that it 


cannot ſave: neither 
his ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear: 

2. But your ini 
quities have ſeparat- 
ed between you and 
your God, and your 
fins have hid his face 
from you, that he 
will not hear. 


3. For your hands 


are defiledwith blood, 


and your fingers with 
iniquity, your lips 
have ſpoken lies, 
your tongue hath 
muttered perverſe- 
neſs. 


2. None calleth 
for juſtice, nor any 
pleadeth for truth ; 
they truſt in vanity, 
and ſpeak lies ; the 
conceive miſchiet, 
and bring forth ini- 
quity, | 


Book of 1 SATAH, 


will not hear, but ſeems altoge- Sx or. 76. 


ther regardleſs what becomes of 
you. 


Could you be ſo abſurd as to3 


imagine that you ſhould obtain 
audience to petitions, your 
hands were ſtretched forth, to 
offer, that reeked with the blood 
of the innocent, that cried out 
for vengeance: or your lips 
were opened to prefer, that for 
the injuries done, to your neigh- 
bour's good name, owed him 
reſtitution : for falſe witneſs by 
which he had been deprived of 
his life or property ; and per- 
jury and blaſphemy, whereby 


the greateſt miſchiefs have been 


perpetrated. 


The corruption is epidemi- 4 


cal; and manifeſt both in pri- 
vate dealings and public deci- 
ſions: a partial and criminal 
connivance is notorious: neither 
is there a man among you, who 
has principle and ſteadineſs of 
reſolution enough to admoniſh 
the moſt unrighteous; ſpeak 
openly and avowedly for truth, 
or eſpouſe the juſt cauſe of his 
oppreſſed neighbour : they truſt 
in thoſe falle and perfidious 
things which in the end mult de- 
ceive them, and be detected: 
their rancorous breaſts labour 
with ſchemes of miſchief ; nei- 
„ ther 


— 
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Iſa. lix. 


- 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sk er. 76. ther are they at reſt till they 
have executed them. 


Commerce or dealings with 
them are inexpreſſibly dange- 


rous: their deſigns are not more 
pernicious than they are uſually 
effectual : like the cockatrice or 
adder's eggs, they are fraught 
with poiſon; "and when hatched 
or cruſhed, produce a viper, 
whoſe bite killeth: as the ſpi- 
der's web ſeldom fails to enſnare 
ſmaller inſects, ſo their counſels 
to deſtroy the lower Kind of 
people. 


6 Their practices, Ike the cu- 


rious threads of the ſpider's art, 
are extremely guileful and pre- 
judicial to others; yet ſhail be 


| 100 of no great and laſt- 


benefit to themſelves: at 
lea they ſhall afford them 
no real ſecurity or ſhelter from 
evils and calamities : when the 
ſupreme Judge ſhall ariſe to ſen- 
tence, be arrayed in wrath to 
puniſh according to their deeds : 
what can they expect from works 


of unrighteouſneſs, conſtant la- 


bours of violence, oppreſſion, 


and vexation ? 

In performing miſchief, they 
are moreover active and vigo- 
rous; ſpeedy and quick in dil- 
patching the moſt pernicious 
and horrid buſineſs : lome one's 


ruin is the certain aim of their 
5 dellbe- 


5. They hatch 
cockatrice eggs, and 


weave the ſpider's 
web; he that eateth 


of cher egos dieth, 
and that which is 
cruſhed, breaketh out 
into a viper, 


6. Their webs ſhall 
not become patr- 
ments, neither ſhall 
they cover themſelves 
with their works ; 
their works are w orks 
of iniquity, and the 
act of violence ts 
in their hands. 


7. Their feet run 
to evil, and they 


make haſte to ſhed 


innocentblood: their 


thou ghts are thoughts 


of iniquity, waſting 
and deſtruction ar! 
in their paths, 


mln . — — . 8A mms. 


©) pid ” pw 


2. „ © wo 


8. The way of 
peace they know not, 
and there is no judg- 
ment in their go- 
ings. * They have 
made them crook- 
ed paths: whoſo- 
ever goeth therein 
{hall not know peace. 


9. Therefore 7s 
judgment far from 
us, neither doth juſ- 
tice overtake us : we 
wait for light, but 
behold obſcurity ; for 


brightneſs, but we 


walk in darkneſs. 
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deliberate thoughts; wherever SE Or. 76. 


their courſe has been directed 


—ů— 
Iſa. xli 


is marked and eaſily diſtinguiſü- v & FR 0 


ed from other ways, by the ha- 
vock and miſery they have left 


behind them: they are wholly 
poſſeſſed with ſuch turbulency 


of ſpiric and inward workings 


of violence, that they are utter 


ſtrangers to every thing of a pa- 
clack and gentle nature: ſhew 
no diſcernment as to moral dif- 
terences; the rules they have 
formed to themſelves are diame- 


trically oppoſite to the precepts 


of God's laws; their evil com- 
munications tend to corrupt all 
good manners; and their fami- 
liar acquaintance to throw men 
out of the way of prong and 
happineſs. 

The conſequence cannot but 
be baneful, with our other mul- 
tiplied tranſgreſſions, and avow- 
ed neglect of all judgment and 
Juſtice; therefore we cannot 
wonder that a moſt righteous 
God in his providence, frowns 
upon us; refules us his protec- 


tion, and ſuffers our enemies to 


triumph: from our humiliation 
we were hoping for and promiſ- 
ing ourſelves brighter ſcenes; 
but, alas! our diſtreſſes remain; 
our miſeries rather increaſe, and 
every returning day produces 
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Stcr.76. ſomething more inſupportable 
| than the preceding one. 
TT „ The danger was obvious, in 
5 ſome of our mitcarriages, but 
| we did not foreſee ſo as to pre- 
| | vent it: our eyes were as much 
cloſed as if we had none to 
| open: like thoſe who are doom- 
| ed to perpetual darkneſs, and 
| forced to direct their ſteps by 
| | feeling for their way with their 
hands : we have appeared ſcarce 
adequate in the plaineſt caſes to 
ſteer our courſe ; and as to en- 
rerprize or action, have moit 
nearly reſembled thoſe whole re- 
mains are confined in ſepulchral 
monuments, or pyramids 1 in de- 
ſolate places. 

11 In different accents of a moſt 
bitter lamentation, we bewail our 
wretched ſtate: ſome in hoarſe 
outcries like the frightful howl- 
ings of hunger- bitten bears : 
others more ſilently like the be- 
moaning ſighs of the widowed 
mourning dove: we look up 
with longing eyes for judgment 

to be executed upon our ene- 
mies, but it is not done: and 
for deliverance, but it ſeems at 
the greateſt diſtance. 

12, 13, 14 It is not difficult to aſſign the 
&15reaſon : our iniquities, O Om- 


liate them ate to great and mul- 
tiplied : if we would conceal 
them 


niſcient Being, if we would pal- 


A PaRaPnRrASE on the 


10. We grope for 
the wall like the 


blind; and we prope 


as if we had no eyes: 
we ſtumble at noon- 
day as in the night : 
we arc in defolate 
places as dead men, 


11. We roar all 
like . and mourn 
ſore like doves: we 
look for judgmens 
but there 75 none : for 


ſalvation but it is far 


Off from us. 


12. For cur tranf- 
greſſions are multi- 
plied before thee, 
and our fins teſtify 
againſt us; for our 


tranſgreſlions are 


with 


OS —. 4 — „ . 
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with ws, and a for them, they bear teſtimony ins E or. 76. 


our iniquities, we their effects and conſequences :, CD. 
13. In tranſgreſ- Our profeſſions ſo different from ,,, x;, 


ſng and lying againt our practice, declare againſt 14 & 15 


yy op 19 GY wu. 


the Lord, and de- 
parting any from 
our God, ſpeaking 
oppreſſion and revolt, 
conceiving and ut- 
tering from the heart 
words of falſhood. 

14. And judgment 
is turned away back- 
ward, and juſtice 
ſtandeth afar off: for 
truth is fallen in the 
ſtreet, and equity 
cannot enter. 

F;. Fea. Tun 


faileth, and he that 


: departeth from evil 
maketh himſelf a 
prey : and the Lord 
ſaw it and it diſ- 
pleaſed him that there 
zves no judgment. 


us, and in the convictions of 
our own minds and conſciences, 
we are ſelf- condemned: in the 
numerous and complicated evils 
we have brought upon ourſelves, 
we cannot but perceive, and 


would humbly and penitently 


confeſs how great, how preſump- 
tuous, how provoking our 
tranſgreſſions are: our apoſtacy 
how avowed ? what perfidy in 
our moſt ſolemn engagements ? 


our common diſcourſe to what 


has it tended, but to injure and 
oppreſs our neighbour ? what 
declared but our revolt from the 
Almighty, and that deceptions, 
untruths, and ſlanders were be- 


come familiar to us? as to our 


deciſions in courts, all regard to 
right or wrong is departed from 
them; they are utterly perverted: 
in all concourſes of the people, 
truth hath none to ſupport it, 


but it is bore down and trampled 


on by an impudent and barefaced 
falſnood: the oppoſition alſo 


is too violent for equity to en- 


ter: 


r Departeth, &c. the original ſignifies 20 turn afide out of the 
way of evil; eſchew, avoid or ſhwm ; maketh himſelf a prey, the 
marginal reading is, he is accounted mad. | | 
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Sn Or. 6. ter: there is no veracity, or 


◻ openneſs of ſincerity to be met 

Wa. Iix. . . LS 

12, 23, with cither in public or private: 

14 & 15and if any one had reſolution 
enough to ſpeak what he thinks, 
and act as he ought to do, he 
would either ruin himſelf and 


become like a prey to wild beaſts, 


or be reputed to be void of rea- 


ſon. Here our ſufferings origi- 
nate; theſe abominations are na- 
turally productive of the greateſt 
miſeries; without a ſpeedy and 
elfectual repentance no redreſs 

can reaſonably be expected; an 
omniſcient Being cannot but have 
obſerved that there is no juſtice, 
humanity nor mercy among his 
people, and he cannot but be 
highly diſpleaſed. 

16 So dreadful and univerſal a 
diſſolution of manners, upon 
cognizance taken thereof by the 
Lord, to ſpeak after the manner 
of men, ſeemed ſtrange and un- 
accountable > not an individual 
left wao was incorrupt enough 
to appear in favour of right, and 
plead for inſtances of the plaineſt 
juſtice, defend injured inncence 
therefore he himſelf undertook 
to {tem the prevailing torrent of 
miquity; eſpouſe the cauſe of 

the 


s Suſtained, &c. Tt e Hebrew properly 


fix a firm and ſteady reſolution in the mind to engage in and 


the 


16. And he ſaw 


that there was no man 


and wondered that 
there was no interceſ- 
for: therefore his 
arm brought ſalvation 
unto him, and his 
righteauſneſs, its ſuf- 
tained him. 


rendered fi gnißes, 10 


go through win ſome affair. Thus the king of Baby lon i is ſaid 


to Hain or ict himſelf againſt Je ria ſalem. 


1 gps ed bit pi le 


17. For he put on 
righteouſneſs as a 
breaſt-plate, and an 
helmet of ſalvation 


upon his head ; and 
he put on the gar- 


ments of vengeance 


for cloathing, and 


was clad with zeal as 
2 Cloak. 


13. According to 
their deeds, accord- 
ingly he will a” 4 
fury to his adverſa- 
ries, recompence to 
his enemies, to the 
iſlands he will repay 


T2COMPENCEC, 


19. So ſhall they 
fear the name of the 
Lord from the weſt, 


and his glory from 


the rifing of the ſun : 
| 5 when 


Book of 1s a1 A K. 


the oppreſſed, and preſerve thoſe Seer. 76. 


lives which would otherwiſe have —>— 


been made a prey ; his match- 
leſs ſtrength interfered, and his 


righteous Judgments defended, 
or they had been abſolutely 


ruined. 


As a military man arms him- 4y 


ſelf with -breaſt-plate and helmet 
for an engagement, the Omni- 
potent Being diſplayed his per- 
fect righteouſneſs in a moſt equi- 
table judgment betwixt his peo- 
ple and their enemies ; his ten- 
der concern for his choſen, and 
zeal for his own glory ſhone out 
molt illuſtriouſly; his vengeance 
and fiery indignation allo ap- 
peared in the deſtruction of their 
grievious oppreſſors. 


The evil of their actions will g 


be the ground of proportion to 
the retributive juſtice of the e- 
ternal Deity, even what they 
have preciſely deſerved at his 
vindictive hands : marks of high 


diſpleaſure to his open and a- 
vowed enemies: a full recom- 
pence to thoſe who are ripe for 
ruin: neither ſhall the ungodly 


and impenitent in the obſcureſt 
or remoteſt regions eſcape in the 
day of God's wrath. 


This ever memorable puniſh- 19 
ment ſhall do honour to the 


great and adored name of God, 
and 


Iſa. Lx. 
16 
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Sr r. 76. and ſtrike his people's enemies 
r with terror: even alarm all na- 
* "ations to whom it ſhall be re- 
ported, When their powerful 


adverſary, like a ſwelling good 
that overflows its banks, ſhall 


invade their country, and carry 
rain and devaſtation, conqueſt 
and triumph, wherever he goes ; 
ſhall the almighty power pive a 
ſovereign check: with the blaſt 
of his mouth ſhull the Lord 
ſuddenly vanquiſh him, and lift 
up ſuch a ſtandard, as ſhall pro- 
duce the inſtant death of great 
numbers, and a precipitate re- 
treat to thoſe who ſurvive. 

20 In the moſt rapid and inceſ- 
ſant motion are days and years 
to haſten the happy time, when 
a moſt gracious God will diſ- 
patch one to comfort Zion, and 
redeem her ſons from bondage: 
that remnant who are reformed 

by their captivity from their 
tranſgreſſions to his worſhip and 


ſervice, ſhall be reſtored, faith 


the Lord, to the molt perfect 
liberty. — 
| As 


when the enemy ſhall 


come in like a flood, 


the ſpirit of the Lord 
ſhall lift up a ftan- 


dard againſt him. 


20. Andthe tre- 
decmer ſhall come to 


ion, and unto them 


that turn from tranſ- 


greſſion in Jacch, 


faith the Lord. 


t Reuermer, &c. if the original reading was, that a deliverer 
Jhall come to theſe who turn from iniquity : the Apoſtle probably 
quoted, Rom. xi. 26. from the Ixx. verſion. However, a very 
uſeful practical obſervation naturally arifes, viz. that after 
xbaſtiſement and rejection, no reaſonable hope can be grounded 
of acceptance and deliverance, but in the way of repentance 
and reformation. Lev. xxvi. 30-4. Drut, xxx. 1-10. 
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21. As for me, 
this is my covenant 
with them, faith the 
Lord, my ſpirit that 
is upon thee, and my 
words which I have 

ut in thy mouth, 

ſhall not depart out 
of thy mouth, nor 
out of the mouth of 
thy ſeed, nor out of 
the mouth of thy 
ſecds feed, ſaith the 
Lord, from hence- 
forth and for ever, 


Book of TISA1an. 


As for my pcople, faith a moſt SEC. 76. 
— 
Iſa. lix. 


true and faithful God, this 1s the 
covenant, promiſe, or grant of 
favour, on my part, which they 
may bs certain I ſhall perform 
as has been foretold, they ſhall 
be freed from ſervitude: and as 
to the ſpirit of prophecy, with 
which, O my ſervant Jſaiab, I 
have endued thee : it ſhall re- 
main to thy life's end, for thy 
continual direction: my meſſen- 
gers alſo, in their ſucceſſive ages 
and generations, ſhall enjoy the 
ſame aſſiſtance and guidance, 
till the whole ſeries of predic- 
tions ſhall be accompliſhed, ſaith 
a God of ſupreme perfection and 


univerſal dominion. 
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CHAP. LX. SE CT. LXXVI.. 


Jews invited to welcome and improve pleaſing changes, 
and the advantages of liberty and proſperity. Reſpect? 
 ſhewed them by foreign nations ; honour by princes, 
and ſubmiſſion by enemies, in their return from 


Babylon. Their wealth and power, peace and 


tranquillity, with, an creaſe of numbers. 


IIa. K. . 

AISE, as from the duſt, 

O ye humbled and afflict- 
ed Ifraclites, your drooping 
heads: ſhine forth with an un- 
uſual beauty and luſtre, for the 
day of your redemption: and proſ- 
perity begins to dawn, and the 
Lord your God and deliverer, 
to diſplay his glory, his ſupreme 
beauty, and boundleſs goodneſs 
and mercy. 


2 In a comparative view with 


other nations you ſhall efteem 


yourſelves extremely happy ; 
and whilſt they are deluded with 


the darkneſs of ignorance and 


ſlavery, ſuperſtition and. idola- 


try, your light of the cleareſt. 


Knowledge and ineftimable ſweets 
of liberty, ſhall bare date from 
your deliverance, and gloriouſly 


ſhine forth in the ineſtimable fa- 
vour of your reſtoration. 


from 


1. 


RISE, ſhine, 
A for thy light is. 


come, and the glory 
of the Lord is riſen. 
upon thee, 


2. Forbehold, the 


darkneſs ſhall cover 
the earth, and groſs 
darkneſs the people; 
but the Lord ſhall 
riſe upon thee, and 
his glory thall be 
ſeen upon thee. 


JC os a+ 


3. And the Gen- 
tiles (hill come to thy 
liznt, and kings to 
the brightneſs of thy 
riling. | 


4. Lift up thine 
eyes round about, 


and ſee, all they ga- 


ther themſelves to- 


gether, they come 
to thee; thy ſons 
ſhall come from far, 
and thy daughters 
ſhall be nurſed at thy 
tide, | 


5. Then thou ſhalt 
fee, and flow toge- 
ther, and thine heart 
ſhall fear, and be en- 
larged, becauſe the 
abundance of the ſea 
thall be converted 
unto thee, the forces 
of the Gentiles thall 
<2me unto thee, 


Beok of LSA1AH. 


From this ſignal circumſtance Sæor 97 
— 
AA 


to the advantage of your affairs 
heathens who formerly had you 


in great contempt, ſhall ſolicit" 


your friendſhip, to be inſtructed 


in that religion which is ſo much 


to your honour eſtabliſhed a- 


mong you: and powerful mo- 


narchs court an alliance with 
you; for the exalted dignity to 


which the great object of your 


homage and ſervice hath ad- 
vanced you by the wonders of 
his providence and the excellence 
of his laws. 


Caſt your admiring eyes ons 


every ſide, to behold the mul- 
titudes that aſſemble from ſur- 
rounding nations: they come in 
crouds to be united, their pol- 
terity alſo accompany them to 
be faſtened in your arms and bo- 
ſom, andeducated as the common 
offspring of one and the ſame 
wife and moſt indulgent parent. 

A molt entertaining ſight it 
ſhall be, and you ſhall mingle in 
the general conflux, not wholly 


without ſome fear, what ſhall be 
theiſſueof ſuch ſurprizing ſcenes: 


but the heart ſoon ſhall be freed 
from it, and enlarged with ſo- 
cial friendly diſpoſitions to re- 
ceive and embrace them all : 
even multitudes from-the mari- 
tine provinces that are proſely ted 
to your faith; and armies of 

| heathens 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


nied with their families and trea- 
ſures. 


6 The whole land ſhall be co- 


7 Thole foreign nations alſo, 


vered with concourſes of Midian- 


ites, who inhabit Arabia; and 
Sheba almoſt vacated of people, 


who come riding upon camels 


and dromedarics, loaded with 
the richeſt produce of their reſ- 
pective countries. That you 
may be re- eſtabliſhed as to opu- 
lence and independance; they 
ſhall preſent you with the greateſt 
plenty of gold and incenſe; that 
the ſolemnities of your worſhip 


may want nothing of a ſecular 


influence and 1mportance. 


the principal parts of whoſe 
wealth conſiſts in flocks and 
herds, ſhall aſſemble to unite 
themſelves, in religious acknow- 
ledgments of the living and true 


God, with his people, and ſhall. 


bountifully contribute ſupplies 


of ſacrifices for the uſe of the 


ſanctuary: my holy temple built 
with amazing magnificence for 
my glory, that has long lain in 


6. The multitude 
of camels ſhall cover 
thee : the dromeda- 
ries of Midian and 
Fphah ; all they from 
Shebah ſhall come: 
ney thall bring gold 


and incenſe: and 
they ſhall ſhew forth 
the praiſes of the 
Lord. . 


All the flocks 
of Ars ſhall be ga- 
thered together unto 
thee: the rams of 
Nebaicth ſhall miniſ- 
ter unto thee : they 
ſhall come up with 


acceptance on mine 
altar, and I will plo- 


rify the houſe of my 
glory. 


ruins, ſhall be reſtored to a con- 


fiderable degree of its former 
ſplendour, and have ſolemnities 
of worſhip again performed in 
it, and eraciouſly accepted. 


*Tis 
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8. Who are theſe *Tis aſtoniſhing to obſerve, r. 77. 


that fly as a cloud. with what expedition and ardour . 


s the doves t | ; 8 
W or I of an affectionate zeal multitudes g 


de proceed: and natural to enquire, 
er | Who or what are theſe ? Is it 
14 | poſtible they all can be our 
* friends, and in motion to join 
3 l ; our aſſembly, who thus haſten 
1d their courſe with the rapidity of 
” a flying cloud: cut the yielding 
he air with the winged ſpeed of a 


flock of pigeons to their well- 
„ ſtored dove- houſe.. 
mali wait for me, . Still more extraordinary, theg 
and the ſhips of Tar- inhabitants of diſtant iſlands, by 
fhiſh firſt to bring thy ſome means ſhall be acquainted 
ſons from far, their with the ſigns of the times, ſo 


thei | ; 
eee gem, as only to wait for proper con- 


cs name of the Lord thy veyances in order to travel to 
ws God: and to the ho- theſe parts: and the men of 
1 8 Nad giert. Tarſhiſh, ſo famous for their {kill 
2 bed thes, - In navigation, ſhall readily af- 
ford the aſſiſtance of their ſhip- 
n ping to convey thy ſons from re- 
a mote parts; with all others who 
y | are diſpoſed to the ſame homage 


and ſervice, to worſhip the great 
Jenovan at Jeruſalem, and de- 
vote their multitude of riches 
to the ſacred treaſury : this they 
ſhall do very willingly, when 
they are admiring ſpectators, 
how the divine attributes are diſ- 
played in the chaſtiſement of his 
people, and upon their repent- 
ance, in their reſtoration to emi- | 


Vol, II. nence 


2 50 


I.. 
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SEcT.77. nence and a moſt glorious 1 im- 
C— portance, 


Upon king Cyrus's proclama- 
tion for repairing the ſhattered 
walls of theancient city, ſtrangers 
ſhall voluntarily concur to pro- 
mote the laudable deſign, and 


crowned heads royally contri- 


bute: in my juſt diſpleaſure, 
ſaith the holy and bleſſed God, 
I corrected you for your manifold 
tranſgreſſions : your reformation 
has reinſtated you in my favour, 
and obtained for you remiſſion, 
clemency, and mercy. 

From this ſtrong invitation to 
a ſinful and periſhing world, 
there will, doubtleſs, be a con- 


Auence of Gentiles to Feruſalem ; 


and let its gates ſtand continual- 


ly wide open to receive them : 
let them never be ſhut, but the 
freeſt admiſſion given that freſh 
crouds may 
introducing their immenſe riches, 
and crowned heads enter with 
their glittering trains. 


12 The freeſt acceſs and univer- 


ſal admittance of foreigners will 


not at all be prejudicial to your 
own ſtate and nation: for you 


ſhall be raifed to ſuch an eleva- 
tion of power and greatneſs, and 
ſhall fo clearly underſtand the 
nature, uſes, and ends of theſe 
things, as to compel thoſe who 


Are 


inceſſantly enter, 


10. And the ſons 
of ſtrangers ſhall 
build up thy walls, 
and their kings ſhall 
miniſter unto thee, 
for in my wrath J 
ſmote thee, but inmy 
favqur have I had 
mercy on thee, 


11. Therefore thy 
gates ſhall be open 
continually; they 
ſhall not be ſhut day 
nor night, that men 
may bring unto thee 
the forces of the 
Gentiles, and that their 
kings may be brought. 


12. For the nation 
and kingdom that 
will not ſerve thee, 
ſhall periſh: yea, 
thoſe nations ſhall be 
utterly waſted, 
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| to your purpoſes; or ſubmit to be Ro \ 
s | | aan untimely fate, and their coun- i: | 
1 = try to all the miſeries of an ut- | 
f | ter devaſtation: | 
, 13. the glory of The important concern of ſo- 13 | i 
[ L-hanom ſhall come cial homage, and the ſolemnities if 
y ra ee n worſhip ſhall not be over- [\ 
A 55 wes e looked: the cedars and other | 
gether, to beautify lofty trees, that give the foreſt N 
the placeof 1 3 8 of Lebanon ſo conſpicuous and H 
we 3 glorious an aſpect, ſhall be con- * 
my feet glorious. veyed by the Syrians to Jeruſalem, [| 
for rebuilding and decorating my W 
temple ; ſo that the place of my $ 
by ' reſt ſhall again be the admira- J 
_ tion of all nations for beauty, 75 
ey grandeur, and magnificence. id 
ay 14. The fons alſo By the ſional advantage in the 14 il 
5 of them that afflicted change of your circumſtances, a 9 
the By e dees ſurprizing one ſhall allo be pro- 9 
I rh ey that def. duced in men's behaviour, and 
— your ro een 
1emſelv 5 | . | 
me —_ 9 get” the — of your adverſity 
re The city of "the and miſery, or great augmentors 
Lord, the Zion of of them by their neglects and 
ion the holy one of / jnſults, ſhall, in humble ad- 
55 art, dreſſes, ſupplicate your regard 
ee, 4 F 2 
Wh: and friendſhip; from his moſt 
| be ſcaſonable and wonderful inter- 


poſition in your favour, they 


ſhall readily acknowledge and 
deſire to participate in your diſ- 


tinguiſhing advantages from an 
eſpecial intereſt in the all- ruling 


8 2 provi- 
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pearance and importance: full 


A PARAPHñH EAS E on the 


providence of an almighty and 
moſt beneficent Deity. 

A quite different aſpect ſhall 
be given to all your affairs: your 
gates lately in ruins, your city 
unfrequented, and your country 
a moſt horrid waſte, ſhall reco- 
ver their former reſpectable ap- 


aſſemblies, large concourſes of 
people ſhall declare your weight 
and influence, and be productive 


to you of conſiderable degrees 


of ſatisfaction and happineſs. 
16 Heathens ſhall alſo expreſs an 


unfeigned affection by a diviſion 
with you of their ſubſtance and 
fortunes: powerful monarchs 


hall do you honour, grant you 


protection, and liberally ſupply 
your occaſions out of their trea- 
fures: they are, in theſe reſpects, 
ſaith the King of Kings, and 


Lord of Lords, under my abſo- 


jute direction; and you ſhall 
have all deſirable evidence, that 
I am your ſovereign Ruler, Guar- 
_ Gian, and Defender, 

The richeſt metals you mall 
poſſeſs in ſuch abundance, as to 


make uſe of them in common, 


1; 


for ordinary. occaſions in the 
room of thoſe of ſmaller value: 
as to all fecular advantages, to 


the utmoſt that your hearts can 


wiſh, you ſhall be opulent and 
Mule 


15. Whereas thou 


haſt been forſaken 
and hated, ſo that no 
man went through 
thee; I will make 
thee an eternal ex- 
cellency, a joy of 
many generations, 


16. Thou ſhalt al- 
ſo ſuck the milk of 
the Gentiles, and ſhalt 
fuck the breaſt of 
kings, and thou ſhalt 


know that I the Lord. 


am thy ſaviour and 
thy - redeemer, the 
mighty one of Fact), 


17. For braſs ] 
will bring gold, and 
for iron | will bring 
filver, and for wood 
braſs, and for ſtones 
iron: I will alſo 
make thy officers 
peace, and thine ex- 
actors rightcouſnets 


bs. oa PP „ tat 


ſs ] 

and 
"ring 
vo0d 
ones 

alſo 
Acers 


e CX- 
nels, 


18. Violence ſhall 
no more be heard in 
thy land, waſting nor 

eration within thy 
borders; but thou 
ſhalt call thy walls 
ſalvation, and thy 
gates praiſe, 


19. The ſun ſhall 
be no more thy light 
by day, neither for 
brightneſs ſhall the 
moon give light un- 
to thee: but the 
Lord ſhall be unto 
thee an everlaſting 
light, and thy God 


thy glory. 


Boot of IS AIAR. 


illuſtrious: neither, as formerly, Sxor. 1 


ſhall your government be admi- 
niſtred by perſons of turbulent, 
and factious tempers; nor your 
laws enacted or executed, but 
with righteouſneſs, clemency, 
and mercy. 


The natural reſult will be 18 


high degrees, and all inſtances 
of ſocial and derivative happi- 
neſs: with the removal or pre- 


vention of moſt domeſtic evils. 
and calamities: no more ſhall . 


the clamours of the diſtreſſed 
poor, owing to the lawleſs uſe 
of ſuperior power grate your 
ears; nor the out- cries of plun- 
dered people, by foreign invad- 
ers, pierce your hearts: more 
effectually ſhall the divine protec- 
tion, and the prevalence of vir- 
tue and piety ſecure you, than 
the ſtrongeſt fortifications of 
walls and bulwarks; and more 


conſtant and certain your rea- 
ſons, in your aſſemblies, for 
adoration, thankſgiving, and 


praiſe. 


Tranſcendently greater ſhall 19 


be the lights thrown by divine 
providence on your affairs, than 
the direction of the ſun and 
moon ; thoſe luminaries, in their 
brighteſt luſtre, ſhall be meer 
darkneſs in compariſon with 
their perſpicuity and ſplendour ; 

S 3 nothing 
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nothing too great or good, but it 
may reafonably be expected, for 
J*he origin of all perfection, and 
"9father of lights, ſhall himſelf, 
"Is the peculiar diſplays of his 
omnipotence, wiſdom, and be- 
nevolence, vouchſafe you an 


unerring Sat perpetual guid- 


ance; and the fountain of all 
bleſſedneſs diſtinguiſh you by 
his favour, with ſignal marks of 
dignity and glory. 


20 The celeſtial orbs ſhine only 


21 


by intervals in the hemiſphere; 
and their beams are ſometimes 
intercepted, ſometimes with- 
drawn: the counſel, whereby 
the illuſtrious Jehovah will con- 
duct all your ways, will be un- 
ſhaded and invariable; and the 
anxious Care and pining grief of 
ran be at an entire end. 


farther promiſed you, by the 
moſt important change of an 
univerlal retormation prevailing 
in the morals of all ranks: you 
need not queſtion but you ſhall, 
tor many ages and generations, 


enjoy the pleaſant land of fertile 
-Caraan : I the Lord of the whole 
world, have prepared it for your 
it is the work 


accommodation: 
of my hand, ſaith, the infinite 
Majeſty, and under my eſpecial 
care, that it may do me honour, 
therefore ſhall not fail to proſper. 

"© 


High degrees of happineſs are 


20. Thy fun ſhall 
no more go down, 


neither ſhall thy 
moon withdraw it- 
ſelf: for the Lord 
ſhall be thine ever- 
lating light, and the 
days of thy mourn- 


ing ſhall be ended, 


$5, ny eople 


| alſo /hall be all right- 


eous : they ſhall in- 
herit the land for 
ever, the branch of 
my planting, the 
work of my. hands, 
that I may bh glori- 
fied. | 


. — SB 
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ſhall become a thou- : 
ſand, and a ſmallone at firſt hs” be ſmall and incon Ifa. Ix. 


a ftrong nation: I the ſiderable, only a ſort of remnant; 22 

Lord will haſten it yet in a ſhort time it ſhall be 

in his time. ſurprizingly increaſed; as it 
were a petty family or ſingle 
pair ſhall produce a great and 
mighty nation: at the period 
determined, the event will take 
place: for I the great and uni- 
verſal Lord and Governour do 


— — — ſ — — 


— ——————- 


— --— 
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: charge myſelf with the neceſſary ih 
care, in the ſpeedieſt manner, to | 
» * = j 
/ diſpatch all proper circumſtances W 
- that naturally conduce in due 0 
l ſeaſon to effect it. by 
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E 
— 
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„ SECT, LEXVH. 


The propbet's extraordinary miſſion aſſerted. Its de- 
 fign to aſcertain the deliverance of the Jews from 


captivity ; alſo the favours with wiich it ſhould be 
accompanied. Integrity acceptable; hypocriſy hate- 
iiraclites to be admired by 


ful to a moſt juſt Gop. 


heathens, and the goodneſs of the almighty Preſerver 
celebrated. Illuſtrated by a beautiful ſimile, taken 


from the fruits of the earth. 


T1 ix. x, 

HAT you, my country- 
men, may abſolutely rely 
ron what I am diſcovering, 
be you fatisfied that I am under 
the influence of the power and 
ſpirit of God: ſeparated to be a 
prophet, and accompliſhed, as 
to all ſuitable gifts and graces, 
for that difficult and important 
office; that I may publiſh in- 
telligence which greatly concerns, 
and will give inexpreſſible plea- 
ſure to the meek and humble, mor- 
tified and abaſed under a deep 


ſenſe of their ſins and miſeries: that 


by affording them ſupport and 
conſolation, I may, as it were, 
bind up and cure the wounds of 
the broken-hearted captives : 
that I may teſtify to them, in 
their deplorable ſtate of tedious 
and ſevere ſervitude, the reco- 

very 


Ifa. Ixi. 1. 


HE ſpirit of 


the Lord God 
75 upon me, becauſe 
the Lord hath a- 
nointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the 
meek, he hath ſent 
me to bind up the 
broken - hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the 
opening of the pri- 
ſon to them that ave 
bound. 
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very of their freedom: their re-Szcr.98' 
leaſe from priſon-houſes, and the Fa 
ſtriking off their fetters, who, © NE 
have been long ſecluded from che 
pleaſure and benefit of the light, 

and confined in dark and gloomy 
be cells. 7} | 
2. To prozhim. To proclaim aloud that they: 
2 1 {7.. all may hear and be enabled to 
CE net 2x. bir up their ſpirits, that the 


day of vengeance of f 
our God, to comfort joyful time ſhall ſhortly com- 


9 


| 
10 
N 
| 
I 
1 
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i 
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N 
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1 
IM 
(| 
Wu 
11 
we 


WERE mence, when the Lord will : 
again admit into favour his af- 
e fllicted 


s Acceptable, &c. The Jubilee is here probably referred to, 
or that year wh ich was peculiarly dedicated to manumiſſion of 
ſervants, and reſtitution of lands to their ancient poſſeſſors. To 
give proper notice of theſe privileges, the Sanedrim were oblig- 
ed upon the tenth day of the ſeventh month, the great day ex- 
Pia-ion, to proclaim liberty by the ſound of trumpets, and this 
was to be done in all the public highways, that theſe immuni- 
ties might be known through the whole nation. Cunzus has 
noted, that the agrarian law made by Moſes concerning the reſ- 
titution of poſſeſſions, was obſerved with great ſolemnity till 
the deſolation of the former ſanctuary by the Aſſyrians. After 
that Pale/tine lay forſaken and untilled 2 the ſpace of ſeventy 
years as the prophets had foretold. But when at length that fa- 
tal time had expired, the Fews indeed returned to their ancient ha- 
bitations, and the temple was built anew ; but never was the 
Agrarian law revived, nor the Fubiles ſolemnities celebrated any 
more. No more did now every 50th or 49th year give liberty 
to ſervants, nor reſtore to the former lords their loft and ſold 
poſſeſſions. Cune. I. i. c. 6. Lew Antiq. v. ii. p. 613, 615. 

t And the day of vengeance, This is not found in our Lord's 
quotation of the paſſage, on which omiſſion ſeveral remarks 
may occur, but none at all that are derogatory from the honour 
and illuſtrious character of the world's ſaviour : which will | 
ſtand upon the ſame ſolid and impregnable foundation, though | 4 
ſome of the prophetic writings ſnould be quoted only by way of 
accommodation, or as properly expreſſive of ſome events or 
circumſtances that happened in his day, as well as thoſe of for- 
mer ages and generations. | 


123 
Sor. 78. flicted people; and the awful 
period, when he will take an am- 
2 ple vengeance on their enemies, 


"whoſe hands have been ſo heavy 


— — 


Iſa. Ii. 


AI PARAPHRASE on the 


upon them: and give them a- 
bundant cauſe of comfort, who 
have been long mourning for 


their offences, under great cala- 


mities and diſtreſſes. 


3 In ſome degree to mitigate 


their pain and grief, who are 
performing in deſolate Zion a 
moſt ſolemn humiliation: to ar- 
ray them in neat and clean ap- 
parel, who are ſorrowing in 


ſackcloth, ſprinkled with duſt 


and aſhes : in the room of that 


gloomy ſadneſs and melancholy 
dejection which disfigure the 
countenance, the oil of joy that 


maketh the face to ſhine: and 


inſtead of hearts oppreſſed, and 
almoſt overwhelmed with anxie- 
ties and miſeries : the richeſt or 
moſt ſplendid attire, uſually wore 
on occaſions of triumph or feſti- 
vity, that they may meet again in 
concert to celebrate God's praiſes: 
like certain trees, that for a ſea- 


ſon ſeemed decayed and dead, yet 


revived, bloſſomed, and brought 
forth fruit: that they may be 
reputed good and righteous men, 
whoſe virtuous diſpoſitions and 
nobleſt qualities, the Lord hath 


cultivated, and i8 Pleaſed to eſ- 


teem 


3. To appoint un- 


to them that mourn 
in Zion, to give unto 


them N for aſnes, 


the oil of joy for 
mourning, the gar- 
ment of praiſe for the 
ſpirit of heavineſs, 
that they might be 
called trees of right- 
eouſneſs, the plant- 
ing of the Lor rd, that 
he might be- glori- 
fied. 


? 
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teem himſelf honoured by their Sz Or. 78. 
maturity and perfection. 1 N 


4. And they ſhall 
build the old waſtes, 
they ſhall raiſe up 
the former deſola- 
tions, and they ſhall 
repair the waſte ci- 
tics, the geſolations 
of many generations. 


5. And ſtrangers 
ſhall ſtand and feed 
vour flocks, and the 
ſons of the alien ſhall 
be your plowmen, 
and your vine-dreſ- 
ers. | 


6. But ye ſhall be 
named the prieſts of 
the Lord, men ſhall 
call you the miniſ- 
ters of our God : ye 
ſhall eat the riches of 
the Gentiles, and in 
their plory ſhall you 
boaſt yourſelves, 


They ſhall raiſe ſtructures, 4 
and beautify them, and furniſh 
them with inhabitants, in thoſe 
antiquared and ſolitary tracts of 


their country, where ruin and 


deſolation have long reigned : 
bid the walls of diſmantled cities 
rife again, the ſpires aſcend, and 
thoſe ſuperb edifices, which for 
ages and generations have lain a 
kind of wreck, recover all their 
ſtrength, grace, and luſtre. 

As to your domeſtic labours, 5 
there ſhall be a ſufficiency of 
vaſſals, that you purchaſe with 
your money, or make priſoners 
in your wars, for thoſe ſervile 
purpoſes,” you will not have oc- 
caſion in your proſperous con- 
dition, to employ your own 
wealthy people : crouds of hea- 
thens ſhall moſt chearfully en- 


gage to ſerve you: undertake: 


the' care of your flocks, the 
plowing of your land, and the 


dreſſing and pruning of your 


vineyards. 

You have been uſed enough 5 
contemptuouſly and cruelly in 
your ftate of captivity; upon 
your return you ſhall be highly 
eſteemed : like the prieſts and 
miniſters of religion, who if 
eminent for learning, and exem- 


"POR 
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Szcr.18. plary in their lives and conver- 


ſations, are univerſally admired; 
6 by virtue of their ſacred func- 
tion exempt from ſervile offices, 
and for whoſe decent ſupport 
your law hath ſufficiently pro- 
vided, without their fatiguing 
labour ; thus, upon the wealth 
you receive by the acceſſion of 
the Gentiles, you ſhall be enabled 
to live at eaſe and in ſplendour : 
whatever they are poſſeſſed of, 
that is uſeful and beneficial, reſ- 
pectable, ornamental, and ho- 
nourable, ſhall be entirely at 
your diſpoſal. 

7 The ignominy and abject mi- 
ſery you have ſuſtained, ſhall be 
recompenced with manifold pri- 
vileges and public marks of high 
reſpect ; and inſtead of that diſ- 
order and confuſion the children 
of Jfrael have often felt from the 
reproach and diſgrace attending 
reduced circumſtances; they ſhall 
be truly contented with the ſtate 
and portion of good things al- 
lotted them: and when they 
ſhall return to their native coun- 
try, by the bounty of heaven 
the produce ſhall be bleſſed 
with ſo large an increaſe, as if 


they enjoyed a double propor- 
tion of the moſt fertile land: 


ſuperadded to crown all, they 
mall receive theſe advantages 


the 


7. For your ſhame 
ye ſhall have double; 
and for confuſion the 
ſhall rejoice in their 
portion : thereforg 
in their land they 
ſhall poſſeſs the dou- 
ble: everlaſting joy 
ſhall be unto them. 


with 
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with an entire ſatisfaction, a re-S ECT 78. 
ligious gratitude, and a chear- 2 N 
ful obedience. | 
This improvement, ſaith the®_ 
all- perfect Being, is moſt accep- 


8. For I the Lord 
love judgment, 1 hate 


heed w * 


robbery for burnt- 
offering, and I will 
direct their work in 


truth, and I will 


make an everlaſting 
covenant with them. 


9. And their ſeed 


ſnall be known among 


the Gentiles, and 
the ir offspring among 
the people: all that 


| ſee them ſhall ac- 


knowledgethem, that 
they are the ſeed 
which the Lord hath 
bleſſed, 


able to me; ſhews that juſt 
diſcernment which I approve. 
neither can I refuſe them my pe- 
culiar favour, who through all 
the viciſſitudes of time, and even 
rigours of adverſe fortune, have 
ſupported the character of an 
inviolable integrity ; for, I the 
Lord, have equal and fair deal- 


Ing in the higheſt eſtimation : IT 


ſhould utterly deteſt the effects 
of injuſtice and extortion, though 
they were devoted to my ſervice, 
and expended in offerings on 
mine altar: my inſtructions ſhall 
all appear calculated, to form 
my people's minds and manners, 
according to the laws of undiſ- 
ſembled probity ; and I will re- 
new and confirm to them in the 
moſt ſacred and inviolable man- 
ner, my grants and privileges. 
The benefit ſhall not be li-g 
mitted to one generation, but 
poſterity ſhall be treated as im- 
portant, with reſpect and eſteem 
by heathen nations; and fo- 
reigners who become acquainted 
with their worth and character, 


ſhall freely abknowledge that it 


is entirely owing to God's great 
| good- 
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Secr.78. goodneſs, that they enjoy an ex- 


traordinary proſperity, even the 


gutmoſt plenty and perfection of 


every earthly bleſſing. 

We ſhould be unpardonable, 
if upon ſuch an occaſion it was 
not the affectionate language of 


every grateful J/raelite: I will: 


exult and triumph in my moſt 
gracious God's inexpreſſible 

oodnels ; my heart ſhall over- 
Now with thankfulneſs, joy and 
glory for his ineſtimable favours: 
I am eminently diſtinguiſhed by 


this great deliverance, as if I was 


adorned with the richeſt gar- 


ments; as a bridegroom ſets off 


his perſon with all proper orna- 


11 


ments, and as a bride glitters in 
the brilliancy of coſtly jewels, 
for the matrimonial ſolemnity; 


ſo hath the Almighty expreſſed 


tis concern for us to our honour 


and advantage. 
We have experienced, that 
during a certain ſeaſon a beloved 


people, for their errors and miſ- 


ſeeming frowns of divine 


carriages, may le under the 
provi- 
dence; 


10. I will greatly 


rejoice in the Lord, 


my ſoul thall be joy- 
ful in my God, for 
he hath cloathed me 
with the garments of 
ſalvation, he hath co- 
vered me with the 
robe of righteouſ- 
neſs, as a bridegroom 
udecketh himſe!f with 
ornaments, and as 3 
bride adorneth herſelf 
with her jewels. 


11. For as the 
earth bringeth forth 
her bud, and as the 
garden cauſeth the 
things that are ſown 
in it to ſpring forth: 

; fo 


u Decleth.. The Hebrew is here omitted by the Syriac, the 


Chaldze ſeems to read vechalau; the Vulg. decoratum : Vitringa 
makes'the primary ſenſe of the radix'to be arete rem rer adjun- 
gere, and ſays, that thence cometh the ſignification of prigſt, 


which it is ſaid always to denote: but in this place. F. Howbi- 


ant renders, ad4idit ſplendirem, from a Syriac derivative which 
patties ſhlendour. Jeuels expreſſive of the brilliancy and 
littering of embrotdered garments, 


ſo the Lord God will 


cauſe righteouſneſs: 


and praiſe to ſpring 
forth before all na- 
tions. 


Book of I$aran. 
dence ; and our heavenly Father, 
as it were, hide his face: yet 
whenever he returns and again 12 
makes the light of his counte- 
nance to ſhine upon them ; they 
ſhall ſee abundant reaſon for ce- 
lebrating, in the higheſt ſtrains, 
the praiſes of his faithfulneſs and 
beneficence : a view to their be- 


nefit and moral improvement, 


conformable to ſtandard rules of 
reaſon, ſhall as certainly appear 
from his diſpenſations, as the 
increaſe of the earth and fruit of 
the trees are manifeſt, from the 
laws of divine providence, in the 
circulating ſeaſons. 
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CHAP. LXII. SECT. LXXIx. 


The prophet's affectionate concern for Zion. His 
conſequent republication of certain glad tidings. 
Watchmen appointed, and directed to be conſtant in 
their duty. The Jews no more to be diſtreſſed by 
their enemies. Their deliverance from captivity pro- 
claimed: and their future character to be that of a 
reformed, holy, and exemplary people. 


Iſa. Ixil. 1 Ifa. Ixii. 1 


"A BY e's Ce 
Sker. 79. SES? long as I make preten- Iwillnotholdmy 


ſions, Saith the prophet, to peace, and for Feru- 


1 ber ſacred character and genuine ſalem's ſake Iwill not 5 
public ſpirit; my zeal can never "it, ney Aon _ I 
abate for the good and happi- 1045 neem 5? c 
neſs, the peace and tranquillity, and the falvation s 
the civil and religious liberty of thereof as a lamp that 
my native country; neither can burneth. 
| ceaſe to perſuade them as pro- 
ductive of all theſe, to the prac- 
tiſe of virtue and piety ; and to 
aſſure them on this condition, 
of their ſpeedy deliverance from 
a ſtate of bondage: till the joytul | 1 
period commence that God's thy 
promiſes ſhall be accompliſhed, ter 
the juſtice of his people's cauſe = 

be fully ee their wrongs bs 
redreſſed, and their redemption Lo 
moſt illuſtriouſiy completed. | = 


2 Surrounding heathens ſhall 2. And the Gen- 
obſerve and admire, O moſt tiles ſhall fee thy 
righteous God, the wonderful righteouſneſs, and 


diſplays of thy wiſdom, equity = * — 8 


and | led 
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and benevolence, and the atten- SE CT.79. 


tion of ſome of 71 5 greateſt mo. 
DO Ifa. Ixii. 
narchs be engaged to be wit-, 


led by a new name, 
which the mouth of 
the Lord ſhall name. 


3. Thou ſhalt alſo 
be a crown of glory 
in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal 
Gade in the hand 
of thy God. 


4 Thou ſhalt no 
more be termed for- 
ſaken, neither ſhall 
thy land any more be 
termed deſolate : but 
thou ſhalt be called 
Hephzibah, and thy 
land Beulah : for the 
Lord delighteth in 
thee, and thy land 
{hall be married. 


fame ſhall ſound loud, 


neſſes: to what an envied height 
of exalted dignity, O ye dif 
treſſed captives, your 7ehovab 
hath advanced you; the ſhrill 
trumpet of your uncommon 
and a 
new name of honourable diſtinc- 
tion be given you by the mouth 
of the Lord, in his extraordi- 
nary favours. 

A ſtill further degree of amaz- z 
ing condeſcenſion ſhall the Infi- 
nite Being ſhew, that in his 
treatment of his people, it ſhall 
ſeem as if he regarded them as 
equally an honour to him, as 
princes do their crowns and dia- 
dems; and take them in their 
hands and put them on their 
heads, as a kind of tokens of 
ſovereignty and dominion. 

You ſhall not hereafter, from the 4 


long delay of your deliverance, | 


be reckoned abandoned the care 
of divine providence ; nor your 
country be deſtitute of inhabi- 
tants, like a widow bereaved of 
children, from the inroads of 
foreign enemies: but the felici- 

tating title Hephzibah, that is, 


my delight is in her, ſhall be tr uly 


5 aſcribed to you: and your land 
4 be juſtly ſtiled Beulah, for the ſtate 
5 of your affairs ſhall reſemble that 
G 


Yor. II. 


of a married woman with a nu- 
T merous 
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Sgr. 79. merous and moſt engaging fa- 


mily of pleaſant and dutiful chil- 
dren : your country ſhall be a 
molt fertile and populous one. 


5 The ſtrongeſt images of con- 


Jugal affection and endearment, 
in inſtances where the young 
couple are moſt happily united, 
but impertectly repreſent, the 
welfare and proſperity you ſhall 
enjoy: the regard ſhewn your 
country ſhall truly reſemble but 


greatly exceed the love of a 


young bridegroom to a moſt beau- 
tiful and amiable virgin, whom 
he has newly married; and the 
Lord ſhall take in you a ſimilar 
ſatisfaction, as a moſt uxorious 


huſband does in his deareſt ſpouſe. 


6 As a further teſtimony of my 


extreme Concern for your well- 
being ſaith the Lord, I have ap- 
pointed prophets and teachers, 

who, as watchmen ſtationed on 
the walls of a city, are to alarm 
it of danger, ſhall inſtruct you 
conſtantly in duty, and moſt 
fervently implore for you the di- 
vine protection and bleſſing, 

„ And, O you to whom this 
important province is aſſigned, 

fail not to intercede with the ut- 
moſt ardour and importunity, 
till a moſt gracious God, in his 
infinite goodneſs, ſhall be pleaſ- 
ed to eſtabliſh the inhabitants of 


5. For as a young 
man marrietha virgin 
ſo ſhall thy ſons marry 
thee: and as the 
bridegreom rejoiceth 
over the bride, fo 
ſhall thy God rejoice 


over tÞce. 


6. I have ſet 
watchmen upon thy 
walls, O Feruſalem, 
which ſhall never hold 
their peace day nor 
night: ye that make 
mention of the Lord 
keep not ſilence. 


ef FEY give him 
no reſt, till he ſhall 


| eftablith, and till he 


make Seruſalem 2 
praiſe in the carth. 


Jeruſalem upon the moſt ſolid 


and 


" AY we ER OI i I Co OST POS I RE LS 


— — FF — 


— bao 


8. The Lord hath 
ſworn by bis right 
hand, and by the arm 
of his ſtrength, ſure- 
ly I will no more 
give thy corn to be 
meat for thine ene- 
mies, and the ſons of 
the ſtranger thall not 
drink thy wine, for 
the which thou haſt 
laboured : 

9. But they that 
have gathered it ſhall 


cat it, and praiſe the 


Lord; and they that 
have brought it to- 
gether ſhall drink it 
in the courts of my 


bolineſs. 


10. Go through the 


gates; prepare you 
the way of the peo- 
ple, caſt up, caſt up 
the highway, gather 


out the ſtones, lift up 


a ſtandard for the 


people. 


wine: 


Bock of ISalan,. 
and laſting foundation : 
name appear iluſtrioully glo- 
rious in their advantages and 
happineſs ; and their piety and 


virtue be univerſally celebrated, 


You may fully depend h ag 9 


moſt gracious anſwer: no di 
culty or ſeeming impoſſibility in 
things themſelves can hinder 
this: the great and omnipotent 
God hath promiſed, by a molt 
ſolemn oath he ſtands engaged, 
therefore the performance 1s cer- 
tain and indubitable: expreſly 
declaring, Let me never more 
be regarded as the Almighty and 
Supreme Being, if your enemies 
are ever hercafter ſuffered to eat 
or to ſpoil your proviſions of 
bread and wine ; you yourlelves, 
with the reapers employed to 
gather it, ſhall enjoy the harveſt; - 
and my ſervants at their feſti- 
vals in the courts of my ſanc- 
tuary, ſhall regale upon the 
bleſſing and prailing God 
in their public aſſemblies for the 
favours and mercies he ſo boun- 
tifully beſtows. 
Antecedent to this wiſhed for 10 
ſeaſon, indeed you muſt under- 
g0 a long and tedious ſervitude 
at Babylon: but I do politively 
aſſure you of redemption, as if 
I now heard it proclaimed with 
the herald's loudeſt voice; ſay- 
ing, Do you haſten through the 
3 2 gates 


that his SE r 79. 
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Sgr. 3. gates of the city where you have 
1. Ei been ſlaves, and diſpatch quick 
oy our return to your native coun- 

try; let the roads alſo be re- 

paired, the ground levelled, and 


the craggy rough places made 


ſmooth and plain : with ſtand- 


ards erected at certain diſtances, 

for the ſeople to rendezvous, 

and give notice to their bre- 
thren of their redemption. 

11 [In the nature of the grant by 

Cyrus, and all the wonderful 

circumſtances of the extraordi- 

nary event, it will be obſervable, 


that it 1s by the high command 


of the Lord Jehovah of 1ſrae!, 
that his people are delivered : 
as if he had expreſsly ſaid, de- 
_ clare to the Tees, that it is by 
the Almighty power of their 
God, that the Babylonzans are de- 
ſtroyed: he will now recom- 
pence upon their own heads, all 


the wickedneſs and inhumanity 


with which they have treated 
vou: the work he intends lies 
Plain and clear before him ; he 


perfectly underſtands every par- 


ticular of it, neither is it poſſi- 
ble that he ſhould meet with the 
the leaſt difficulty or obſtruc- 
tion. 
12 With admiring eyes ſhall the 
neighbouring nations proclaim, 


theſe are undoubtedly a ſelect 
people 


11. Behold, the 
Lord hath x roclaim- 
ed unto the end of 
the world, ſay ye to 
the daughter of Lion, 
Behold thy ſalvation 
cometh, behold his 
reward 7s with him, 
and his work before 
him. 


12, And they ſhall 
call them, the holy 
people, the redeem- 


ed of the Lord, and 


thou 


with 
on th 
app| 
vor 

It 5 
Chri 
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thou ſhalt be called, people, providence interpoſes in SE or. 79. 
——— 
Iſa. Ix ii. 


12 


ſought out, a city their behalf; and hereafter you 
not torſaken, e a 
ſhall be denominated; the en- 
quired for, as of high repute, not 
forſaken and abandoned as of no 
manner of conſequence or im- 
portance, | 


CHAP. LXIII. SECT. LXXX. 


The deliverer of the Jews, repreſented as a prince cr 
general returning from the defeat and ſlaughter of his 
enemies. Interpoſition of providence conſpicuous in 
this flaughter. Grateful acknotoledgments due from 
the people delivered. Heavy complaints that they 
had been abandoned to commit the moſt aggravated 

ollies and vices. 


Ila. Ixiii. 7. W 
84 ee | HE prophet having in aSzcr.80, 
Edm, x with dyed viſion, beheld the great 2 _ 
by a, XIII. 


garments from Boz- and awful event, with aſtoniſh- ! 


rah ? this that is glo- mentenquires, Who is this perſo- 
rious in his apparel, nage that is to be the deliverer of 
travelling in the . ; 

preatneſs of his God's people, who marches in 


ſtrength ? I that ſpeak ſuch order and regularity, with 


in righteouſneſs, ſuch dignity and majeſty, as a 


mighty e triumphant conqueror in his 


3 pro- 


« IWith died garments, &c. The learned Dr. Taylor renders 
with garments Fes or made to ſmell ſour with wine ſprinkled up- 
mn them in treading the vintage, as Bozrah ſignifies. The word is 
applied to leavened bread, as being the moſt grateful and ſa- 
vory to the palate : and to provender that cattle are fond of. 
t has been obſerved that the prophet does not ſpeak this of 
Chriſt's aſcending triumphantly into heaven after his bloody 

| paſſion, 
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blood, from the ſacking and 


A PARAPHRASE o ib 


proceſſion, from the entire over- 
throw of his enemies at Edom? 
Who in raiment beſmeared with 
O 
Daughter of the capital city Boz- 
rah? Who, in garments which 
beſpeak his arduous enterprize, 
and are illuſtriouſly glorious 
with the ſtrongeſt marks of a 
compleat victory, but molt 
dreadful carnage? Who, that 
molt certainly has carried along 
with him, wherever he has bcen, 
defeat, horror and contuſion. 
The Lord anſwers, It is 1 
the juſt one and the true, who 
never promiſe what I do not 
perform; and whatever difficul- 
ties there are in the way, have 
ſufficient power to fave my peo- 


ple; 


paſſion, becauſe it is expreſly ſaid at the 3d verſe that his gar- 
ments were red, not with his own blood, but with the blood of 
his enemies. Tam ſignifies red, and Fozrah'a vintage, there- 
fore it is molt probable, that the deſtruction of che Edcmites, 
ways bitter enemies to the Jews, is intended: rather, perhaps, 


their adverſarics at large, efpeciilly the Balylonians. The ori- 


ginal bath relation to the actions or manners, and ſuperb mein 
of a triumphant prince returning from a battle, in which he had 
gained a compicat victory over his enemies. And compared 
with Jai. iv. 14. Jer. xlviil. 42. it may imply the pomp and 
Leigh ſoirit with which he driveth before him the priſoners 
ke hath taken. May not Fer. xlviii. 12. then be rendered, I 
20 "Il fend him triumf ing conquerors who ſhall drive him away into 
alli vii, Ijai. li. 14. "He-that' ir driuen by a triumphing ccnque- 
ror into captivity ſhall be logſed. And the text, This that is glo- 
ri-us in his apparel, triumphing and driving his priſeners before 
him in the greatneſs of his flrength. Agreeable to which, Jer. 


ii. 20. 7 hou faid/!, I will nit tranſereſs, whereas upon every high . 


hs 4,5 2 under every green tree, thou tr iumpheſt, arte with an im- 


He, ie haughty 4 75 playing the harlot. 


a £3 —e— vu 


2. Wherefore art 
thou red in thine ap- 
parel, and thy gar- 
ments like him that 
treadeth in the wine 
fat ? 

3. I have trodden 
the wine-preſs alone, 
and of the people 
there was none with 
me : for I will tread 


them in mine anger, 


and trample them in 
my fury, and their 
blood ſhall be ſprink- 
led upon my gar- 
ments, and I will 
flain all my raiment. 


4. For the day of 
vengeance is in mine 
heart: and the year 
of my redcemed is 


_ COME 
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ple; who rely upon my faith- Sz or. 8. 
fulneſs and goodneſs, N TG 
Permit me, faith the prophet, 5 T 
farther humbly to requeſt ro be 
informed of the cauſe that your 
apparel is of ſo exceeding red a 
colour; and your garments, 
like one who had juſt been tread- 


ing out the juice in the wine- 


preſs, ſtrong tinctured with the 


blood of the grape? To which 
it was replied, the compariſon 
is not improper, for I alone, by 
virtue of my own ſtrength, have 
overcome the enemies of my 
people; neither was there a man 
among them who had power 
and courage to withſtand my in- 
vincible arm: as grapes are 
trodden 1n pieces, ſo have I in 


my violent anger, made among 


them the greateſt havock and 
deſtruction; my garments are 
truly ſprinkled with their blood, 
deeply tinged with that crimſon 


torrent. 


The time appointed is now a 
commenced, for taking an am- 
ple vengeance on the adverſaries 
of my injured people, for all 
the treacheries and violences 


committed againſt them: it 18 


my ſtedfaſt purpoſe to embrace 
it; and at this preciſe period, 
perform for them, the great 


- work of a perfect . 


1 | In 
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Sk r. 80. In this arduous enterprize and 
IAI oy general concern, I might have 


6 I ſhewed a becoming rigour. 


p expected aſſiſtance from the 
neighbouring oppreſſed nations; 
but I found none inclined to con- 
cur: it looked very ſtrange, 
methought, that notwithſtand- 
ing their ſufferings from an over- 
grown tyranny, none of them 
had reſolution enough to engage 
with me to humble it: the 
important affair devolved wholly 
on myleif; I exerted my own 


Almighty power to ſupport the 


cauſe of my people; and my 


burning indignation, ſupplied 
me with ſufficient vigour, and a 
determinate reſolution to pu- 


niſh the inhumanity that had 


been practiſed upon them. 


and ſeverity, and in my extreme 
diſpleaſure, 
miſeries, as grapes are trodden 
in the wine. fat: I alſo ſuffered 


them to be infatuated and ſtu- 


pid as to deſigning or perform- 
ing any thing of moment: as 
drunkards recling to and fro, 
and unable to ſtand, fo the ſtrong- 
eſt and mightieſt of them ſtag- 
gered, loſt footing, and fell to 
the ground, 


Such 


inflicted evils and 


5 And 1 looked, 
and there was none to 
help : and I wonder- 
ed that there was none 
to y uphold : there- 


fore mine own arm 


brought ſalvation un- 
to me, and my fury 
it upheld me. 


6. And I will 
tread down the peo- 
ple in mine anger, 
and make them drunk 
in my fury, and I 
will bring down their 
ſtrength to the earth. 


y Uphild. The original, as has in another place been noted, 


ſguifics to keep firm and fleady ; 


to fix an unſhaken purpeſe, and He: 


terminate reſolution in the mind, to engage in, and go through with 


an affair, 


J. I will mention 
the loving-kindnels 
as of the Lord, and the 
praiſes of the Lord, 
according to all that 
the Lord hath be- 
ſtowed on us, an 
the great goodneſs 
towards the houſe of 
Iſrael, which he bath 
beſtowed on them, 
according to his mer- 
cies, and according 
to the multitude of 
his loving kindneſſes. 


8. For he fad... | 


ſurely they are my 


people, children that 


will not lie : ſo he 


was their ſaviour. 


Boot of 11414. 


ms 


Such inſtances of divine in- Szcr.80. 


terpolition, for the preſervation 


knowledgments of the ſincereſt 
gratitude; therefore the language 
of one and all ſhould be, when- 
ever I ſhall humbly addreſs the 
Infinite Majeſty, I will make a 
moſt thankful mention of his 
Spa and benignity, which 
iave been ſo illuſtriouſly diſ- 
played, and are ſo richly de- 


3 


of his people, demand our 5 


ſerving of our united praiſes; 


his bounteous providence, his 
diſtinguiſned and multiplied fa- 
vours and mercies. 

In his original grant of extra- 
ordinary privileges to the chil- 


dren of frac], when he took 


them to be his peculiar people, 


he was condeſcendingly pleaſed 


to expreſs himſelf in the endear- 
ing manner that follows; I may 
ſurely reſt ſatisfied that my be- 
loved people will be true to their 
engagement, and habitually prac- 


tiſe as they have profeſſed: an 


earthly parent expects ſubmiſ- 


ſion and obedience from a well 


educated offspring : upon the 
ſtrongeſt grounds of reaſon may 
the Almighty promiſe himſelf 
that the ſeed of Abraham will not 
act inſincerely, therefore he un- 
dertook to be their guardian and 
preſerver. 

No 
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they endured: 


offspring, 


A PARAPHRASE. on the 


No danger or diſtreſs, no ca- 
lamity or miſery befel them, that 
he was not, in the courſe of his 


providence, as ready to afford 


them ſuccour, as if he himſelf 
had moſt ſenſibly telt the pain 
and a meſſenger 
was early diſpatched from his 
preſence to relieve them : when- 
ever they were oppreſſed or en- 
ſlaved he raiſed them up ſaviours: 
from the earlieſt accounts of 
time that he had choſen them, 
and the infancy of their ſtate ; 


the moſt affectionate mother ne- 
ver ſhewed greater ſolicitude for 


the lafety and welfare of her 
than a kind provi- 
dence was concerned, by all in- 
ſtances of a moſt vigilant care to 
ſupport and preſerve them. 


10 They acted not anſwerably to 


the benefits received, but utterly 
neglected the inſtruction and ad- 
monition given them in God's 
word by a ſucceſſion of pro- 
hets: he was therefore very 


Juſtly offended, and from time 


to time ſuffered their enemies, in 
order to their correction and re- 
formation, to riſe up and wage 
war againſt them. 

Yet in ſmiting and puniſhing 
the Almighty was pleaſed to 
take retroſpective views of what 
he had formerly done in mercy, 
by the miniſtry of his ſervant 


Moſes, 


In all their af- 
fliction he was aflict- 
ed, and the angel of 
"4 preſence ſaved 


them: in his love 


and in his pity he 
redeemed them, and 
he bare them, and car- 
ried them all the 
days of old. 


lo. But they re- 
belled, and vexed his 


holy ſpirit, therefore 


he was turned to be 


their enemy, and he 


fought againſt them, 


11. Then he re- 
membered the days 
of old, Moſes and his 
people » ſaying, where 
75 he that brought 
them up out of the 

ſea, 


U „„ 
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ſea, with the ſhep- Mioſes, when he admitted them Sg or 80. 


herd of his flock ? 
Where 7s he that put 
his holy ſpirit within 
bim? 


12. That led them 


by the right hand of 


Maſes, with his glo- 
rious arm, dividing 
the waters before 
them, to make bim- 
ſelf an everlaſting 
name? 


13. That led them 
through the deep, as 
an horſe in the wil- 
derneſs, that they 


ſhould not ſtumble ? 


14. As a beaſt go- 


eth down into the 


valley, the ſpirit of 
the Lord cauſed him 
to reſt: ſo didſt thou 
lead thy people to 


make thyſelf à glo- 


r ious name. 


to be his peculiar people: ex- 
preſly ſaying, Where is he? or 
why does he not again deliver, 
who miraculouſly conducted his 
flock through the Red Sea by 


Moſes as a ſhepherd ? wherefore 


has he withdrawn his gracious. 


influences who ſo richly endued 


that great lawgiver with the gifts 


and graces of his ſpirit, that he 


might be accompliſhed for in- 
ſtructing and governing his peo- 
ple. 


Who, as his inſtrument with 12 


his mighty power, employed the 
flame Moſes, by means of the rod 
in his right-hand, to. divide the 
waters for the Iſraelites ſafe and 
eaſy paſſage ; that he might be 
univerſally admired for the won- 
derful diſplays of his glorious 
perfections. | 


Who brought them through 13 


the depths of rivers, free from 
danger as on dry ground ? notin 
a hurry with a panic fear, but 
by a gentle motion and ſober 
pace, that they might not ſtum- 
ble nor fall, as a horſe is Ied 
with care by a bridle in the wil- 


derneſs? 
As a beaſt goeth leiſurely ,, 


down a ſteep hill to paſture in 
the valleys; ſo were the ſelect 
tribes managed and guided in 
their travels by a kind provi- 


vidence 


— 
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SE. 8o. dence, being relieved with ſtops 
— 
Iſa. Ixiii 


1 


A PARAPHR ASE on 


and pauſes as there was occaſion 
by the way, till they arrived at 
their ſettled reſt in the land of 
Canaan; that honour and power 


might be aſcribed to the ever- 
bleſſed God, who preſided over 


and ſuperintended every thing 
that concerned them. 


15 From a retroſpect view of the 


oreat mercy ſhewed, and won- 
derful delrverances wrought for 
our fathers, permit us their poſ- 
terity in a ſtate of extreme diſ- 
treſs, moſt humbly to beſeech 
thee, good and bleſſed God, to 
caſt down a pitying eye; only 
deign to behold from thy exalted 
ſtate and moſt glorious throne ; 
and we cannot but hope that 
thou wilt ſpeedily and effectually 


_ relieve, if thou canſt, ſee us much 


longer injured, ſuffer us in all 
humility to enquire where 1s thy 
ardour of affection and ftrong 
paſſion of ſympathy ? canſt thou 
in oppoſition to all thy moſt na- 
tural feelings and tender com- 
paſſions, reſtrain or delay thoſe 
interpoſitions which uſed to be 
ſo ready and operative for our 
ſupport and conſolation, 


16 Abraham and Iſrael were once 


our progenitors, but have long 
ſince departed this mortal life, 
and 


tbe 


15. Look down 
from heaven, and 
behold from the ha- 
bitation of thy holi- 
neſs, and of thy glo- 
ry: Where 7s thy 
zeal and thy ftrength, 
the ſounding of thy 
bowels, and of thy 
mercies towards me * 
are they reſtrained? 


16. Doubtleſs thou 
art our father, 2 tho 
Abraham be ignorant 
of us, and Iſrael ac- 

know- 


* Though Hbrahom, &c. Is not this an indirect glance at the 
abſurd cuſtom of deify ing deceaſed heroes; and offering up 


addreſſes 


knowledge us not; 
thou, O Lord, art 
our father, our re- 
deemer, thy name 7s 
from everlaſting, 


17. OaLord, why 
haſt thou made us to 
err from thy ways ? 
and hardened our 
heart from thy fear ? 
Return for thy ſer- 
vant's ſake, the tribe 
of thine inheritance. 
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and are utter ſtrangers to our SE Or. 80. 


circumſtances; but undoubtedly 
thou art ſtill our Father, ever- 
laſting God, perfectly acquainted 
with our affairs, and haſt always 
maintained the character of a 
Redeemer, neither is it poſſible 
that any of thy titles or attri- 
butes ſhould ever fail. 


The fault of our extreme ob- 17 


ſtinacy and moſt fatal blindneſs 
is our own, but be not diſpleaſed, 
gracious God, that we moſt hum- 
bly intreat the Lord not to be 
angry that we expoſtulate; why, 


if there was a poſſibility of our 
reformation, haſt thou, for the 
puniſhment of our fins, with- 
drawn thy good ſpirit, and all 
the probable means; ſuffered, 
as it were, a veil to be thrown 
before our eyes, that we may 
not fee clearly our duty, but 
our errors and deluſions grow 
upon us : return in mercy, let 
our hearts be foftened, and what 
has been wrong rectified : we 
are thy ſervants and inheritance, 

| whom 


addrefles to their anceſtors of eminence who had long ago de- 

parted this life, They might admire their excellence of virtue, 
and ought to have followed their examples; but to go further, 

as ſeems implied, argued great degeneracy from the exalted me- 
rit of their worthy progenitors. 

a O Lord, &c. Mr. Lowth hath very properly obſerved on 
this manner of expreſſion, that the Hebrews in the form called 
Hyphil, denote only permiſſion, by terms that ſeem to ſignify di- 
rect action; as he illuſtrates by a great variety of — 
Vide Lowth in Loc. | 


278 A PARAPHBASE on the 
Sxor. 80. whom thou wilt not ſurely reject © 
and abandon, if thou canſt con- 
ſiſtently ſpare and fave us. - 
18 In compariſon with the extent | 18. 8 ee of 
of our hopes and thy gracious = "aq regs "py, oxy 
promiſes, tis but for a ſhort time while, our adverſa- 
that thy holy people have poſſeſ- ries have trodden 
ſed the land of Canaan: it muſt down thy ſanctuary. 
enhance thy diſpleaſure againſt 
them, that our adverſaries are 
thine avowed enemies, worſhip 
idols in thy ſtead, and have laid 
waſte that land where thy 
ſanctuary is placed, and the ſo- 
lemnities of thy worſhip ſtatedly 
performed. | 
19 _ Give us leave further to plead 19. We are thine, 
for our ſpeedy deliverance, our thou never bareſt rule 
intimate connection or near rela- Over theme they were 
not called by thy 
tion, as thy determined property: name. 
they never acknowledged thy ſu - 
premacy, ſubmitted to thy go- 
vernment, nor were ſtiled, as 
we are, thy children, people, 
and inheritance. 


Ila. Ixiii. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXIV. 8 1 T. EXXXI. 


The prophet's earneſt prayer to a moſt juſt God for a 
ſpeedy extirpation of his people's enemies. Striking 
emblems uſed , and ancient memorable facts referred 
to, Grounds of hope to the righteous ; fear to the | 
workers of iniquity. The plea of his own honour 
urged with the Almighty, to engage him to avenge 
his ſuffering ſervants. 


Iſa. Ixiv. 1. Iſa. liv. 1 
H that thou qyERMIT, O thou moſt holy S ger. 8. 
wouldſt b rend e = 
the heavens, that thou P and merciful God, our Iſa. Ixiv. 
wouldſt come down, energy and vehemence of addreſs x 
that the mountains to thee, for relief in our preſent 
1 _— down moſt dreadful circumſtances ; 
fg : and fince heathens poſſeſs our 
land, and profane thy ſanctuary, 
do thou be graciouſly pleaſed, 
removing all obſtructions, and 
as it were, rending aſunder the 
intercepting heavens, to deſcend 
in robes of vengeance to ſurprize 
our enemies, and to reſcue thy 
people; once more diſplay thy 
majeſty and glory, as in that 
dreadful tempeſt, when the law 
was given from the lofty ſummit 
of burning Sinai; and at thy ap- 
proach the mountains ſeemed to 
melt like wax, to flow like 
: | ſtreams of water. 5 
As 


b Rend, &c. Procopius ebſerves, that the Fews render this 
interrogatively, num rapifti ? * thou not rent, &c. 
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As when a raging fire inſtantly 


C—— conſumeth whatever fuel is laid 


. Ixtv. 


38 4 


z upon it; the intenſe heat maketh 


the water over it to boil, do 
thou in thy great fury, with re- 
doubled force, convince oppreſ- 
ſors and perſecutors, who thou 
art and with what reſiſtleſs Om- 
nipotence armed : that heathens 
may be ſatisfied as to this; and 
at thy ſolemn appearance be 
thrown into the utmoſt agitation 
of a trembling, fear and horror. 
We raiſe our hopes, as to the 
preſent, from memorableinſtances 
of the interpoſition of thy pro- 
vidence in former ages; when the 
ories of thy tremendous ma- 
jeſty, and wonders of thy match- 
leſs ſtrength, exceeded, in their 
deliverances, the moſt ſanguine 
expectations of our renowned 
anceſtors; thou waſt pleaſed to 
deſcend; thine inanimate works, 
confeſſed the diſſolving preſence 


of their Almighty Maker, and 


the firmeſt mountains flowed 
down as in liquid torrents: our 
faith may be then unſhaken, as 

| to 


2. As when the 
melting fire burneth, 
the fire cauſeth the 
waters to boil, to 


make thy name 
known to thine ad- 
verſaries, that the 
nations may tremble 
at thy preſence. 


3. When thou didit 
terrible things which 
we looked not for, 
thou cameſt down, 
the mountains flowed 
down at thy preſence, 

4. or ſince the 
beginning of the 
world, men have not 
heard, nor perceived 
by the ear, neither 
hath the eve ſeen, O 
God, beſides thee, 
what he hath prepar- 
ed for him that wait- 


cth for him. 


e For fince the beginning, &c.  Agreeable to that of M7; ofer, 
Deut. iv. 32, 33, 34, quoted by the apoſtle, to ſhew how much 
the wiſdom of chriſtianity exceeded the natural compaſs of the 
human underſtanding; and afliſt likewiſe to ſee clearly what 
was the meaning of the prophet, 1 Cor. ii. 9. According to 
the margin it is, There never was human car or eye, that did fee 
cr liear any Gd before thee, ihe Gd of Iſrael, that hath done, or 

prepared to do ſuch things as ther OY t:repared for thy people." 
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to every thing that can reaſona- Sg er. 81 
——— 
Ifa. Ixiv. 


bly be defired from our Guardian 


: Deity; ſince mortals, from the 


5, Thou meeteſt 
him that rejoiceth, 
and worketh right- 
eouſneſs, thoſe that 
remember thee in thy 
ways: behold, thou 
art wroth, for we 
have nee in thoſe 
is continuance, and 


we ſhall be ſaved. 


Vee II. 


time that the world's founda- 
tion was laid, have not heard, 
{een, nor been able any way to 
comprehend, nor yet any mind 
except thy moſt capacious one, 


O thou all ſuperintending Jeho- 


vah, the aſtoniſhing events 


which thou haſt contrived and 


3 for thoſe who walk 
umbly, in a courſe of obedi- 
ence, abſolutely relying on thy 


care, and patiently waiting thy 


Supreme pleaſure. 
Thou anticipateſt his requeſt, . 


and before he can have preferred 
his petition; ſurprizeſt him with .. 


expreſſions of thine acceptance 
and loving kindneſs ; whoſe ſin- 
cere deſire and endeavour it is to 
obſerve. thy laws, and celebrate 


thy praiſes : the founder of our 
race and family could abundantly 


teſtify this: and if we cannot, 
and in thy diſpleaſure thou haſt 


afflicted us: it is moſt certainly 
becauſe we have ſinned : how- 


ever, thine indignation, as thy 
ſtrange work, has uſually been 
of ſhort duration: the ways of 
thy goodneſs, as thy ſettled 
courſe in which thou moſt de- 
lighteſt, long continued in : con- 
ſequently, \ we are not deſtitute 


of 
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Iſa. Ixiv. 


A PAR APHRAS E On the 


of hopes that we ſhall be ſpared 
and ſaved. | 

At the ſame time it muſt be 
confeſſed, and ought unfeignedly 
to be lamented, that the gene- 
rallity of our people are a moſt 
wicked and perverſe generation 
as the legally unclean are ex- 
cluded the benefit of converſe 
with their brethren, they may 
juſtly be caſt out of the holy 


land: the foulneſs of-their cha- 
racters, and enormous courſe of 


their actions, would throw con- 
tempt on any pretences they 
ſhould make to piety and vir- 
tue; as leaves in autumn they 
fall and wither, ſo are all the 
beauty and ſplendour of former 
days decayed and gone, As a 
riſing wind agitates the duſt or 
chaff, ſo have our iniquities dri- 
ven us from our native country 
to a foreign land. 


7 Which renders our caſe ſtill 


more deſperate, under compli- 
cated evils and miſeries, nothing 
is thought of to remove them: 


no return to -a regard, eternal 


God, of thy worſhip and ſervice: 


no expreſſions of repentance, en- 


deavours of virtue, or fervour 
of devotion to appeaſe thy wrath, 


conciliate thy favour, or ſtay thy 
vindictive hand: our calamities 
are not greater than the ſupine 

folly 


6. But we are all as 


an unclean thing, and 
all our righteouſneſ- 
ſes are as filthy rags, 
and we all do fade as 
a leaf, and our ini- 


quities, likethewind, 


have taken us a- 
way. | 


7. And there 1s 
none that culleth up- 
on thy name, that 
ſtirreth up himſelf to 
take hold of thee: 
for thou haſt hid thy 
face from us, and 
haſt/ conſumed us, 
becauſe of our ini— 
quities. 
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_ fally of too many of us under Sgr. 81 
them: thy judgments have ſhew- ITT 
ed that thou waſt in anger leav-,, 85 
ing us, but we have applied no 
means to prevent thy departure: 
6 . the viſible decreaſe of our num- 
: bers, and depth of our diſtreſſes, 
have but too plainly indicated 
that for our iniquities thou haſt 
forſaken us, yet no efforts have 
been uſed to prevail for thy re- 
turn. N 
8. But now, 0 What have we left to plead g 
Lord, thou art our before thine offended Majeſty, 
eee 5 e _ beſides the common relation of a 
8 and we all father: as thy children thou haſt 
are the work of thy 2 right to correct us, but ov luſt 
band. thou not ſtill remember that we 
| are Children, and who is our pa- 
rent : as the potter his clay, thou 
mayeſt form and mould us, but 
muſt, at the ſame time, know 
the weakneſs and frailty of the 
materials whereof we are made , 


s and ſince thine hands have 
cn | faſhioned, ſhould not thine heart 
10 feel ſome relenting and tender- 
2 | neſs of ſparing mercy. 

. 8. Be not wroth However deſerved then, yet g 
_ e Ln moſt gracious Lord be pleaſed | 
ni. iquity for ever: be- to abate of an extremity of ri- 


bold; ſee, we be- gour and fierce diſpleafure : nei- 

ſeech thee, we are ther gratity a perpetual and un- 
21] thy people. red "rel; £x 

| remitted reſentment of our tranſ- 

greſſions: let it excite thy pity, 

that we are not heathens and 

L--2 enemies, 
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10 


concern it: 


A PAR APH RAS E on the 
Sgr. gi. enemies, but thy peculiar peo- 


ple, to whom thou haſt made a 
grant of privileges, therefore 
ſhould ſhew ſome lenity in hy 
diſpenſations. 

If not for our ſake, who are 
enough unworthy, yet for thy 
own glory, and thoſe circum- 
ſtances which more immediately 
particularly the ho- 
ly cities, which the children of 


Ifrael as thy kind donation in- 


habit; Zion where thy temple 
for worſhip ſtands, laid waſte: 
Feruſalem reduced to a ſtate of 
ruin and deſolation: be pleaſed 


in thy infinite goodneſs and mer- 


cy to reſtore them. 

We repeat it as truly affect 
ing and inexpreſſibly important, 
that beautiful and noble edifice, 
where our forefathers performed 
the ſolemnities of religious wor- 
ſhip. and with hearts full of 
gratitude declared thy praiſes, 
the devouring fire of the enemy 
hath left in aſhes : truly, what- 
ever we eſteemed valuable or de- 


lightful is ſpoiled, or carried 


away into a foreign land. 


12 Suffer us in ſuch a deplorable 
condition; to appeal to the af- 


fections of thy nature and com- 
paſſion, as a father and gover- 
nor, and humbly aſk, Canſt thou 
withſtand ſuch incentives? or 

refrain 


ro. Thy holy ci- 
ties are a wilderneſs, 
Zion is a wilderneſs, 
Feruſalem a deſola- 
tion, 


11. Our holy and 
our beautiful kouſe 
where our fathers 
praiſed thee, is burn- 
ed up with fire : and 
all our pleaſant things 
are laid waſte. 


12. Wilt thoure- 
fra in thyſelf for theſe 
things, O Lord? 
Wilt thou hold thy 
peace, and afflict us 
very ſore ? 
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refrain from immediate a&ionStcr.81. 
for our ſuccour ? Wilt thou be 
filent by a 'violence offered to 
thy ſtrongeſt inclinations — 2 
goodneſs and mercy; and by 
unneceſſary delays enhance our 
grievances, which muſt be con- 
feſſed to be very great, and which 


thou canſt with infinite eaſe ſoon 
xedrels. 


— 
oy Ixiv. 


U 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXY, SECT. EXXXI. 


_ Gentiles called. Character given of the Jews. Con- 
. ceitedneſs of their own extraordinary ſanctity, and 
fupercitious diſdain of others. Yet the whole nation 
not to be deſtroyed > a ſel} number that repented and 
worked righteouſneſs to be preſerved. Idolatry to be 
ſeverely reſented, and its abettors puniſhed. Halcyon 
days promiſed. 


Ha. Ixv. 1. Ha. Ixv. 1. 

Sr cr. 82. HE homage of my people, In Sn er . 
— had never wanted a ſea- got for me: 1 am 
II. 1xv. ſonable and kind anſwer, had it found of them that 
"proceeded from good and up- fought me not: | 
right hearts, and regular and _ DER neg He- 

l . : : old me, unto a na- 
virtuous lives accompanied it: tion that was not cal- 
it hath been much otherwiſe : led by my name. 
and now, faith the Lord, I am 
fought of the Gentiles, who in 
former times uſed not to know 
me, nor enquire after my name; 
1 am found of and acquainted 
with them, who had no curioſity 
for reſearches of viſdom, nor 
inclination to be converſant with 
the worſhip and ſervice of true 
rel gion: with perfect readineſs 
to receive them, I ſaid to hea- 

thens, 


a Some render; and the words will hear it, Tam fond of them 
that afaed not for me, I am ſought of them that ſcught me not. Or 
as darafh ſigniſies, 10 teach or inſtruct. I am declared, publiſhed, 
er preached to them that had made no enquiry for ſuch an in- 
ſtructor. | 1 
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thens, ſince you are willing to Sg er. 82 


2. I have fpread 
out my hands all the 
day ante 2 rebellious 
Pe 8 e, WW nich walk- 
ed in a way that was 
not good, after their 
own thoughts, 


3. A people that 
provoketh me to an- 
ger continually to 
my face, that facri- 
ficeth in gardens, and 
burneth incenſe upon 
altars of brick. 


4. Which remain 
2mong the graves, 
and lodge in the mo- 
numents, which eat 
ſwine's fleſh, and 

| brath 


Gods and neglecting my 


accept, I am to grant you all 
neceſſary inſtruction and aſſiſ- 
tance, to a nation not lately diſ- 
tinguiſhed with extraordinary 
privileges, nor accuſtomed to 
duties of acknowledgment to me 
as their God. | 

With the very earneſt and 
continual entreaties of ſpread out 
hands, I have, by the voice of 
my prophets, been ſoliciting, for 
a ſucceſſion of ages, a moſt ob- 
ſtinate and difobedient people to 
be wife, righteous and happy: 
who have nevertheleſs, proceeded 
in the irregular courſes, that 
their own foolſh and wicked 
hearts have ſuggeſted. 

A ſtupid 
race, that by their ſuperſtition 
and 1dolatry, do perpetually in 
the moſt daring manner, inſult 
mine authority, and invade my 


iſa, Ixv. 


2 


and 1ncorrigable z 


right of ſupremacy; without 


the leaſt deference or regard 
to my expreſs. command and all- 
diſcerning view, they ſacrifice 
in gardens devoted to their falſe 
gold- 
en altar, erect and burn incenſe 


to their images, upon thoſe made 
of brick. | 


Their horrid deluſions carry , 


them to that degree of frenzy 
and madneſs, that for the prac- 
tice of necromancy, they fre- 


94 q 
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Sgr. 82. quent the ſolitary places, where 
A nM the dead are interred : continue 
Wa. Izv. there whole nights, that with 
greater {ccreſy they may raiſe the 
ghoſts, and receive their intelli- 

gence: in direct contradiction 

to a poſitive law, they eat {wines 

fleſh, and preſerve in their veſ- 


ſels broth made of unclean 


things, to be uſed as ordinary 
food, or poured out as a drink 
offering on their ſacrifices. 

5 They roundly declare, to 
the prophets, who endeavour by 
their admonitions to reclaim 
them, pray, obſerve your diſt- 
ance; and concern not your- 
ſelves to reprove us, who are 
much holier than yourſelves 
compared with whom you are 
polluted and unhallowed : as 
troubleſome and offenſive as 
linoke is to men's eyes and nol- 
trils, are theſe impoſtors and 
ungodly hypocrites, faith the 
Lord, to my mind : mine anger 
1s continually burning to bear 
them. | 

6 As written with a pen of iron 


and point of a diamond in inde- 
lible characters, theſe horrid a- 


bominations are recorded and 
are 


the 
broth of abominabls 
things is in their veſ- 
ſels. 


5. Which - fay, 
Stand by thyſelf 
to 


Wie not near 

Me, for I am e ho- 
lier har thou: theſe 
are a ſmoke it my 


noſe, a fire thut burn- 
eth all the day. 


6. Behold, 7 7s 
written before me, I 
will not keep filence, 
but will even recom- 
pence into their bo- 
ſom. 


e Hilier, &c. The original radix kadeſh, fignifies to ſanctiſy, 
or t9 make? lily, and allo to defile, or to make unclean. It would 
therefore bear to be rendered, Come not near ot T will male 


you unclean : and in this ſenſe the word is uſed, 


5 Lev. XV11t. 27. 


* xxix. 37. 
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7, Your iniqui- are ever in full view before me: Sgr. 82. 


ties, and the inigqui— 


ties of your fathers 


together (fait the 
Lord) which have 
burnt incenſe upon 
the mountains, and 
blaiphemed me upon 
the hills : therefore 
will I meaſure their 
former work into 
their boſom. 


8. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, as the new 
wine is found in the 
cluſter, and one ſaith, 
deſtroy it not, for a 
bleſſing 7s in it: fo 
will I do for my ſer- 
vant's ſake, that I 
BY not deſtroy them 
all, EH, 


notwithſtanding my long for- 
bearance for them, I will cer- 
tainly take vengeance; and in 
the awakened terrors of their 


guilty conſciences, puniſh them 
with full meaſure of a juſt pro- 
portion, as a moſt wicked race: 


you ſhall ſuffer. both for thoſe 


iniquities which are entirely 
your own, and for thoſe like- 
wiſe, ſaith the moſt righteous 
God, in which you have follow- 
ed the ſteps of your 1dolatrous 
anceſtors, who have burnt in- 
cenſe to their vile idols upon 


the mountains; and in a direct 


contempt of my law, have given 
them my glory upon the hills; 
they may reckon themſelves ex- 
cuſed, if not vindicated by the 
criminal example of their diſtant 
forefathers, but they might have 
taken warning, and they mall 
not eſcape heavy and deſerved 
ſufferings. 


Thele ſufferings, ſaith theg 


Lord, will be great but not oy 
diſcriminate and univerſal : 

in the inſtance of a vine, 5a 
which the owner, when: he has 
directed it to be cut down, dif. 
covers a cluſter of grapes; and 
bids the dreſſer ſpare it, for i it 
is not ſo decayed, but poſſibly 


it may be revived: ſo will I deal 


with 
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Szer. 82 · with this degenerate people, for | 


the ſake of ſome righteous men, 
Ifa. bev. : O 2 » 
gand ſincere ſervants of mine a- 


mong them, the whole nation 
ſhall not be utterly extirpated. 


9A remnant ſhall be preſerved; 


and from them, as branches 
from a ſtock, a numerous poſte- 
rity ſhall proceed, that after they 
have left Babylon, ſhall fill with 
inhabitants Jeruſalem, and the 
whole mountainous country of 
Judea: my peculiar people who 
are zealous for good works, ſhall 


actually poſſeſs it; and the du- 


tiful and humble, be ſettled there 
as their laſting inheritance. 


10 Their fubſtance ſhall be 


conſiderable; their bleating 
flocks be folded in the fruitful 
plains of Sharon; and their low- 
ing herds graze, and afterwards 
lie down to reſt in the rich paſ- 
tures of Acbor; my beloved 


people, who in a ſubſerviency to 


my purpoſes, and obedience to 
my laws, have ſought my fa- 
vour, ſhall enjoy all the advan- 
rages they can wiſh for of an 
earthly proſperity. 

You cannot reaſonably expect 
the ſame treatment, whoſe cha- 


racter and behaviour are totally 


who have difre- 


the reverſe; 
| garded 


f Table, according to the Ixx. verfion, to a demon. 


9. And I will 
bring forth a feed out 
of Jacob, and out of 


Fudah an inheritor of 


my mountains, and 
mine elect ſhall in- 
herit it, and my ſer- 
vantſhall dwellthere, 


10. And Maron 
ſhall be a fold of 
flocks, and the valley 
of Achor a place for 
the herds to lie down 
in, for my people 
that have ſought me. 


11. But ye ore 
they that forſake the 
Lord, that forget my 
holy mountain, that 


prepare a f table for 


that 


A mani- 


feſt reference this, fays Mr. Farmer, to the hero gods of the 


heathens : 
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that troop, and that garded my commands, and 1nSECT 82. 
furnith adrink-ot2r= worſhipping falſe gods, have © 


| Ifa. bey 
ing unto that num- ee 
ing u avowedly renounced all allegi-,,* 


12. Therefore will 


I number you to the 


ſword, and ye ſhall 
all bow down to the 
laughter: | becauſe 
when I called ye did 
not anſwer, when I 
ſpeak, ye did not 
hear, but did evil be- 
fore mine eyes, and 
did chuſe that wherein 
1 delighted not, 


ance to the only living and true 
One, with the ſolemnities per- 
formed in my holy temple on 
mount Zion: your teſtivals have 
been moſt diligently prepared 
for the honour of troops of idols; 
and your ſacrifices and drink- 
offerings for every individual 
without exception, of this rab- 
ble multitude. 

Being fo highly delighted with x2 
the greateſt numbers to pay them 
all reſpect, you ſhall be devoted 
to fall in crouds by the ſword, 
nor {hall one ungodly ſinner eſ- 
cape : you have proſtrated your- 
ſelves before your idols, and 
ſhall bow down to de ſlain by 
your enemies: the remonſtrances 
of my prophets were wholly loft 
upon you : nor did you return 
ſuicable anſwers to my repeated 
warnings and calls upon you, 


by them to change your courſes: 


when I moſt ftrenuouſly urged 


you, to renounce idolatry, you 


were 


heathens : it ſeems moſt natural to underſtand the paſſage as re- 
proaching the Jes with facrificing to fome heathen demon, than 
to any fallen angel. Vide Mr. Luthe in Loc. and compare Dr. 
Sykes's Free Enquiry ; alſo Mr. Farmer on Mir. p. 200. Some 
of the fathers, particularly 7% Martyr, maintains that de- 
Mons are the ſouls of dead men. Apol. 1. Paris Edi. 1620. p. 
65. May not this inftance of ſuperſtition be accounted for, 
from the violence with which imagination has often-operate3 
reſpecting the deceaſed. 


Tk CT. 82. 


— 
Ia. Ixv 


3 


A PAR APEHRAS E on I: a 


were too reſolutely bent upon the 
ſenſeleſs practice, to give any 
attention: you acted that which 
you knew full well to be evil and 
wicked to my very face, and in 
the moſt audacious defiance of 
my threatenings : and delibe- 
rately choſe that which I had in 


entire abomination. 


#3 & 14 Therefore hath the offended 


Majeſty on high molt ſolemnly 
declared: The greateſt diffe 
rence ſhall be made betwixt my 
ſteady adherents, and you who 
have apoſtatized from and rebel- 
led againſt me : the former may 


aſſure themſelves of eaſy and 


comfortable circumſtances, the 


latter ſhall want ſupplies of com- 
mon neceſſaries: they ſhall hold 


up their heads with a full pre- 
ſence and entire ſatisfaction, as 
to what they have acted : your 
crimes cover your countenances 
with bluſhing ſhame and abſo- 
Tute confuſion. My ſincere ſer- 
vants, who in the regular diſ- 
charge of their incumbent duty, 
have relied on my care and pro- 
miſes, from a conſcious integrity 
ſhall ſing for joy; but you ſhall 
houl in the loudeſt outcries, for 


the inexpreſſible grief of throb- 
bing 


13. Therefore thus. 
faith the Lord God, 
behold, g my ſervants 
ſhall eat, but ye ſhall 


be hungry : behold 
ſhalb 


my ſervants 
drink, but ye ſhall 
be thirſty : behold 
my 1ervants ſhall re- 
Joice, but ye ſhall be 
aſhamed. 

14. Behold my ſer- 
vants ſhall ſing for 
joy of heart, but ye 


ſhall cry for ſorrow 


of heart, and ſhall. 
howl for vexation of 
ſpirit. | 


2 My ſervants, &c. It is obſervable, with what beauty and 
energency ſentences are connected and made to anſwer and 
firengthen one another: ſee alſo the conſtruction of the xixth 


Pjal, 8 — 1 l. 
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bing guilty breaſts: and in the dr or 8a. 
bittereſt lamentations, from the Sd— 
| Iſa. law. | 
heart-felt ſenſe of increaſing mi- 4 
ſery and s . 


„And ye fhall You who have been aceuſ- 15 & 16- 


ay your name for 
a curſe unto my cho- 
ſen : for the Lord 
God ſhall flay thee, 
and call his 3 
by another name; 

16. That he 3 70 
bleſſeth himſelf in t 
earth, ſhall bleſs Fwy 
ſelf in the God of 
truth; and he that 
ſweareth in the earth, 
ſhall ſwear by the 
God of truth; be- 
cauſe the fobines 
troubles are forgot- 
ten, and becauſe they 
are hid from mine 
eyes. 


tomed to pride, and boaſt your- 
ſelves of your deſcent and nation- + 

al character, that you ſprung _ 
from patriarchs, and were my 
peculiar people; ſhall hereafter 


be reckoned ſcandalous and exe 


crable, to have any connection 


with or relation to you: ſo that 
the following imprecation of evil 


ſhall become proverbial : May, 


you be accurſed as thoſe wicked 
Jews who were carried into cap- 
tivity at Babylon: for the Lord 
God ſhall deliver you up to be 
ſlaughtered by your enemies, 
and call thoſe who are firmly at- 
tached to him, by another name; 
or take another nation into cove- 
nant : ſo that throughout the 
world, they who deſire any in- 
ſtance of happineſs, ſhall have 
their eyes and prayers determin- 
ed to the ever-living and true 
God: and they who enter into 
the ſolemn engagement of an 


| cath, ſhall not appeal for their 


veracity to idols, but ſwear by 
the Lord Jenovai, the. om- 
niſcient Judge, and terrible aven- 
ger of the "perjured : for the 
moſt deſirable change ſhall be 

effected 


294 


— _ 
Ma. lv. 
37. & 16 


A PAN AT HAASE on the 
SS r. 82. effected in the ſtate of my peo- 


ple who arc devoted to my fear 


and ſervice: former afflictions 


being buried in entire oblivion; 
and miſeries removed at the 
greateſt diſtance, ſo as never 
more to pain their eyes, or grieve 
and vex their hearts. 


rj&18 Such an aſtoniſhing alteration 


ſhall I produce in their affairs, 
as if I created a new world for 
them to inhabit : inſtead of thoſe 


/Qiſmal ſcenes of adverſity, cloudy 


heavens that ſeemed to frown; 
and a barren earth to utter 
groans: the ſky ſhall look ſe- 
rene and pleaſant; the land rich 
and fertile: and the diſtinguiſh- 


ing advantages be commemorat- 
1 


n anniverſary teſtivals, thro? 
all apes. to the lateſt poſterity : 
Jeruſalem ſhall have reaſon for 
an extreme mirth and pleaſure ; 
and all that dwell there unfeign- 
edly to rejoice. 

They may efteem themſelves 
happy, and their hearts glow 
with joy and gratitude, who 
dwell at Jeruſalem; for with 
reat pleaſure will I diſpenſe 
Genal favours to my peculiar 
people in that place: which if 
they duly improve, and mind 
the thin7; which belong to their 

ce, te ſhall never again be 
barraffed and diſtreſſed, full of 

com- 


17. For behold 1 
create neu heavens; 
and a new earth: and 
the farmer ſhall not 
be remembered nor 
come into mind, 

18. But be ve 
glad, and rejoice for 
ever in that which I 
create: for behold, 
I create Feruſalem a 
rejoicing, and her 


people a joy. 


19. AndI will re- 
joice in Feruſalem, 
and joy in my peo- 
ple, and the voice of 
weeping ſhall be no 
more heard in her, 
nor the voice of cry- 
ing. 
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20. There ſhall be 
nomorethence an in- 
fant of days, nor an 
old man that hath not 
filled his days: for 
the child ſhail die an 
hundred years old, 
but the finner being 
an hundred years old 
ſhall be accurſed. 


21, Andthey ſhall 
build houſes and in- 
habit them ; andthe 
ſhall plant vineyards 
and eat the fruit of 
them. 


22. They ſhall 
not build, and ano- 
ther inhabit; they 
fhall nat plant, and 
another eat: for a 
the days of a tree, are 
the days of my peo- 


ple, 


men compleat the 


complaints and loud in theirSzcT.82.. 
— 


out- cries. 

Moreover, they ſhall not in, 
ordinary be ſubjected to an early 
mortality, or an untimely fate : 
they ſhall enjoy the unſpeakable 
bleſſing of a long and happy 
life, to the fartheſt date that 
their condition or natural conſti- 
tution extends : their blooming 


youth ſhall not be ſubject to a 


premature old age, nor carried 


out to an untimely burial; but 
ſhall grow up to their full limits 
of years, according to the 
courſe of nature; and their old 
eriod of 
their days: nevertheleſs, he who 
leads an ungodly wicked life, if 
he be an hundred years old ſhall 
be deteſted, his name branded 
with infamy, and his memory 
rot. 


oo. Ixv. 


Peace and tranquility are alſo 21 


promiſed, with the ſecure enjoy- 
ment of property; that they 
ſhall be encouraged to build 
commodious houſes, and inhabit 
them : plant pleaſant vineyards, 
and rejoice their hearts with the 
exhilerating produce. 


It ſhall not happen, as in the 22 


late diſorder of public affairs, 
from foreign invaders, domeſtic 
tyrants, or popular inſurrections, 
that others ſhall poſſeſs their 

houſes 


| 
| 
| 
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Su or. S2. houſes and land, and enjoy their ple, and mine elect 


4 PARATHRAS E on the 


fruits: but they ſhall be per- 


Ifa. Ixv. 


22 


fectly ſecure of them: for as the 
clays of many trees which are 


protracted to a long date, ſo ſhall 
be the lives of my people: and 
both in ſafety and with entire ſa- 
tisfaction; the nobleſt effects of 
their honeſt induſtry he preſerved 


to them. 
23 They ſhall not ſpend their 


care, without reaping the bene-. 


24 


days and ſtrength in labour and 


Hit: nor yet be full of anxious 


thoughts for their dear offspring, 


leaſt, evil ſhould befal them; 
and they be flain in battle : fa- 
mine deſtroy, or peſtilence ſweep 
them away; both they them- 
ſelves, and thoſe who ſpring from 
them, are the genuine poſterity, 
and walking in the ways of thoſe 
holy and good men, whom the 
Lord hath engaged to protect 
and bleſs as his faithful ſervants, 


therefore ſhall certainly be hap- 


py and bleſſed, 

How deſirous I am of their 
well-being, and ready to vouch- 
ſafe them all wiſhed for bleſ- 


| fings ſhall be demonſtrated; 


and their loweſt whiſpers, or 
only mental ejaculations attend- 
ed to as the loudeſt voices: be- 
fore they have formed theit 


thoughts for an addreſs, and are 


only 


Eee noeen 


ſhall long enjoy the 
work of their hands, 


* 
23. They ſhall not 


labour in vain, nor 


bring forth for trou- 
ble: for they are the 


ſeed of the bleſſed of 


the Lord; and their 


offspring with them. 


24. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, that 
before they call, I 


will anſwer, and 
while they are yet 


ſpeaking I will hear. 


PR — — — — 


- 


25. The wolf and 
the lamb ſhall feed 
together, and thelion 
ſhall eat ftraw like 
the bullock : and duſt 
ſhall be the ſerpent's 
meat : they ſhall not 
hurt nor deſtroy in 
all my holy moun- 
tains, ſaith the Lord. 


Vor. II, 
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only deſigning to ſupplicate, aszer.82z. 
regard ſhall be ſhewed ; neither . 
ſhall they have finiſhed the ho-, N 


mage before the aid and ſupply | 
appears to. be granted them. 

As if they were transformed 25 
from beaſts of prey, into the 
gentleſt and mildeſt of human 
creatures, their tempers ſhall be 
ſurprizingly altered : the good 
and fierce ſhall be affable and 
humble : the turbulent and bru- 
tiſh meek and tractable : the 
ravenous and cruel quiet and 
harmleſs : and the wily ſerpent, 
being contented with the food 
allotted it, ſhall no longer prac- 
tice irs ſubtle arts to the preju- 
dice of either man or beaſt. 


X CHAP, 


298 A PARAPHRASE on tbe 


CHAP. LXVI. SECT. LXXXIII. 


| The vanity of relying upon temples and ſacrifices ſhewed 
| | from conſiderations of the divine Majeſty and Omni- 
| preſence. Legal homage an abomination without | 
moral righteouſneſs. Pretences to piety, and to ad- | 
vance God's glory, as coverts for vice and wicked- 
neſs, no better than vile hypocriſy. The ſincerely 
good and virtuous encouraged. TFudgments denounc- 
ed againſt the ungodly and impenitent. Peace, ſafety, 
and an increaſe of their numbers promiſed to the 
| righteous. Idolaters to meet ,with heavy judgments. 
The faithful to be convened from all parts for God's 
| united and unfeigned homage and ſervice : the irre- 
claimable to be made a moſt dreadful ſpectacle. 


| Iſa. Ixvi. 1. ONE. Ifa. Ixvi. 1. 
| Szer.$3, O ſhew how inſignificant ed mon 
— pompous temples and coſt- ven 7; my throne, 


Iſa. Ixvi. ly ſacrifices were in the divine and the earth i, my 
"eſtimate, compared with moral - aq, ee rh i 
righteouſneſs, the eternal and pid te m 
unbounded Deity hath declared, where 7: the place of 
the vaſt circumference of hea- my reſt? 
ven is comprehenſive only, as it 


were of a ſmall throne or ſeat for 


| my glorious majeſty, and the 8 
| whole earth a little foot-ſtool to er 
. tread on: where then is the he 
| foundation to be laid of an edi- | * 
fice to contain my preſence ? | | he 
| | and where the local reſidence to bl 
include my ineffable eſſence, or | 

| limit and repoſe the activity of 

my immenſe attributes ? 


| | 8 2 
| 


2. For all thoſe 
things hath mine 
hand made; and all 
thoſethings have been 
ſaith the Lord : but 
to this man will I 
h look, even to him 
that is poor and of a 
contrite ſpirit, and 
trembleth atmy word, 
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The vaſteſt variety of ob- Skor. 83. 


jets that are continually pre- 
ſented to your aſtoniſhed view, , 


are no.other than the contrivance. 
of my wiſdom, and the produc- 
tion of mine almighty power : 
and whatever hath been, 1s or 
ſhall be, muſt conſiſt by means 
of my ſuſtaining influences: trom 
eternity is my exiſtence to be 
dated: if I wanted a manſion, 
the univerſe is at my command, 


I ſhould hardly chooſe an houſe * 


of clay : the habitation. and tem- 
ple, that forgetting all beſides, I 
have molt reſpect for, is the truly 
good and humble heart, which 
is free from all lordly arrogance 
and vain ambition: which is 
aſhamed and afflicted for errors 
and miſcarriages: and moſt ſin- 
cerely concerned, whenever the 
law is read, to be deeply im- 
preſſed with a ſenſe of its im- 
portance, ſo as not to decline 


from its conſtant obedience to the 


3. He that killeth 


an ox is as if he flew 


a man: he that ſa- 


crificeth a lamb, as 7 
he cut off a dogs 
neck : he that offer- 
eth an oblation, as if 
he offered ſwine's 
blood: he that burn- 
eth 


right hand or to the left. 


Whereas ungodly ſinners, a- 3 


bandoned reprobates, or diſſem- 


bling vile hypocrites, can do 
nothing till they have repented, 
that is acceptable, nor offer any 
ſacrifices that will not be offen- 


ſive and diſpleaſing: laying an - 


X 2 OX, 


h Look, i. e. ſee with acceptance, and approve the contrite ; 
but is of purer eyes than that he can b*old, i. e. regard and ap- 


prove fin, Hab. i. 13. 


Ixvi. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


SEcr.83.0x, as a branch of my worſhip, 
is as really diſapproved as mur- 


Iſa. Ixvi 


. gering a man: 


2 offering up a 
lamb, as killing a dog or other 
unclean creature : preſenting an 
oblation of firſt-fruits, as if he 
offered moſt plainly to provoke; 
{wine's blood, that might not be 


eaten nor yet touched; burning 


incenſe on mine altar, as if he 


avouched its ſupremacy by pray- 
ing to an idol, or celebrating its 
praiſes; thor than a& as I 
have required, they have fol- 


 Towed their own devices, ſought 


out many inventions, and had 
the highelt pleaſure in thofe 
things which I have 1n entire 
abomination. 


Having puttheſefooliſh cheats | 


upon themſelves, and moſt ab- 
ſurdly endeavoured to impoſe 
upon my omniſcience, ſaith the 
all-diſcerning Sovereign; I will, 
in their puniſhment, expoſe 
them to groſs deluſions, and in 
their fears and horrors, which 


by their crimes are brought up- 


on them, to the deriſion of their 
heathen enemies : inaſmuch as 
when I alarmed them by my 
prophets what their danger was, 
they ſhewed not a juſter ſenſe of 
things, no one returned me a 


ſuitable anſwer : when I inftruct- 


ed them better, they regarded not 
5 ghee = 


eth incenſe, as if he 
bleſſed an idol, yea, 
they have choſen 
their own ways, and 
their ſoul delighteth 
in their abotninz- 
tions. 


nie mn 


chooſe their deluſi. 


ons, and will bring 
their fears upon them: 
becauſe when I cal- 
led none did anſwer; 
when J ſpeak they 
did not hear : but 


they did evil before 
mine eyes, and choſe 


that in which J de- 
lighted not. 


LSE SG aaa ee En ER TEES! 


5, Hear the word 
of the Lord, ye that 


tremble at his word, 


| your brethren that 
\ 


ated you, and caſt 
you our for my name's 
fake, ſaid, Let the 
Lord be glorified, but 
he ſhall appear to 
your joy, and they 


hall be aſhamed. 


Bock of IS AI 4-8. 


fo as to change their evil courſes: SRor. 83. 
they enhanced their wrong con- 


duct by an audaciouſneſs and ob- 
ſtinacy of vice: and were not a- 
ſhamed to give an avowed pre- 


ference to thoſe things that were 


too prejudicial to themſelves, 
for me to have any pleaſure in 
them. 


As to you, God's penitent 5 


and ſincere ſervants, who trem- 


— 
ifa. Ix vi. 


ble at the awful threatenings of 


his word, and whoſe humble 
and contrite hearts he is pleaſed 
to inhabit as his holy temple, 
attend diligently, ſaith the pro- 
phet, to what I now declare, 
Your profeſſed brethren have 
ſeparated themſelves from, and 
been greatly diſguſted with and 
utterly rejected you, for the re- 
gard you have ſhewed to my 
name and my truth: all this 
have they done under pretext of 
God's glory, and from a ſtrong 
preſumption of his concurrence 
by ſome public judgment or ca- 
lamity to vindicate their raſh 
cenſures : whereas in due ſeaſon 
he ſhall appear by ſome diſtin- 
guiſhing marks of his favour to 


your joy, to expreſs his appro- 


bation of your ſincerity of obe- 
dience ; and by ſome tokens of 
his diſpleaſure, to cover their 
faces with ſhame and confuſion. 


TP Hark! 


3-2 A PAR ATHRAS E on the 

Sgor. 83. Hark ! the dreadful day is 

| he 5 come, and methinks I hear a 

a, Ixvi. f f , 

6 moſt alarming voice of men, in 
the confuſed noiſe of a conquer- 
ing enemy who has ſurprized the 
city, and is plundering the 
houſes, with the doleful outcries 
of the ſpoiled and ſlaughtered 
inhabitants: a moſt affecting 
voice alſo from the temple which 
is rifled, and a moſt ſhocking 
carnage made there, whither the 
people had fled for refuge: a 
moſt loud and ſolemn voice, as 
of the Lord Jehovah, who by 
theſe inſtruments 1s executing 
his vengeance on irreclaimable 
finners, and his avowed adver- 
ſaries. 

7 Notwithſtanding theſe diſmal 
ſcenes of havock and tumult, 
ruin and bloodſhed, the righte- 
ous among my people ſhall not 
only be wonderfully preferved, 
but remarkably increaſed : with- 
out much ſtruggle or labour Je- 
ruſalem and the land of udlea 
wall be repleniſhed with people: 
all on a ſudden without difficulty 
or danger, become a great and 
mighty 1 nation. 

3&9) How amazing and incompre- 
henfible, are the ways of heaven 
and providence ! How new, un- 
heard of, unſeen and out of the 
ordinary courſe of nature ! Shall 
| a lingle 


6. A voice of noiſe 
from the city, a voice 
from the temple, a 
voice of the Lord 
that rendereth recom- 
pence to his enemies, 


7. Before ſhe tra- 
vailed, ſhe brought 
forth; before her 
pain came ſhe was 
delivered of a man- 
child. 


8. Who hath heard 
ſuch a thing ? Who 
hath ſeen ſuch things? 
Shall the earth be 
made to bring forth 
in one day, or ſhall a 
nation be born at 

once? 


once ? for as ſoon as 
Zion travailed, ſhe 
brought forth the chil- 
dren. 

9. i Shall I bring 
to the birth, and not 
cauſe to bring forth ? 
faith the Lord : Shall 
Icauſe tobring forth, 
and ſhut the womb ? 
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a fingle day produce the fruitsSz cr 83. 


of the earth in full maturity and 
perfection ? Shall a whole com- 
munity of people inſtantaneouſly 
ariſe from nothing, into a ſtate 
of exiſtence, ſplendour, and 
poſterity ? No ſooner did Zion 
arrive at her appointed time for 


ſa. Ixvi. 


8 & 9 


faith thy God. travail, than ſhe, brought forth 


an incredible multitude, as it 
were a nation at once. Shall I 
preſerve my people, like a child- 
bearing woman to the preciſe 
moment only that her pangs are 
to begin, to the fixed period that 
they are to be freed from capti- 
vity, and not deliver them, ſaith 
the God of our ſalvation? or 
ſhall I undertake their reſtora- 
tion, and bring them very near 
to it, yet not fully effect it: 
ſaith the Infinite Majeſty, the 
{elf-exiftent Jehovah ? 

As it is uſual for friends to 10 
congratulate one another on aC- 
count of eſcapes from dangers, 
or difficulties ſurmounted: let 
thoſe who with well to Feruſa- 
lem rejoice in the pleaſing event 
of her people's return from a 

X 4 tedious 


P 


10. Rejoice ye 
with Teruſalem, and 
be glad with her, all 
ye that love her: re- 
Joice for joy with her, 
all ye that mourn for 
her, 


i Shall I bring, &c. The original may be rendered, ſhall I 
57 cauſe to break forth, or cauſe children to be born, and ſhall Inot beget 
. other children, who alſo ſhall be born, ſhall I not go on to increaſe 
and multiply? Shall I cauſe to bring forth, &c. ſhall T beget and ſhut 
up : 1:e. reſtrain from bringing forth: or, as ſome interpret, ſhall 
l confer on mankind in general the power of propagating their 
83 ſpecies, and ſhall I with-hold this blefling from my mount Zicn. 


304 
Szcr.83. tedious Captivity : 


Iſa. lx 


11 


18, 13 


A PARAPHR ASE on the 


thoſe who 
— unfergnedly lamented their late 
10 calamitous circumſtances, exult 
"in raptures, that they are now 
no more. 


T hat as tier infants draw 


great plenty of natural nouriſh- 
ment from the protuberant 


| breaſts of their fond mothers : 


they may participate to their en- 
tire ſatisfaction in her reſtoration 
to her former wealth and power, 
proſperity and glory ; that you 
who are truly concerned for the 
peace of Zion, may be greatly 
delighted in enjoying your ſhares 
of her privileges and bleſſings. 
Every thing that is deſirable 


& 14 and felicitating, ſaith the Lord 


of the whole creation, will I 


grant them in an uninterrupted 


courſe, like the running water 


of a large river; and the wealth 


and honour 25 heathens in a- 


bundance, like a flowing ſtream: 


ye ſhall be retreſhed, ſupported, 


and cheriſhed, as ſo many chil- 


- dren by a molt indulgent parent: 


as a moſt affectionatè mother by 
her . embraces, ſooths her off- 


. ſpring, that has met with ſome 
dilaſter, or that ſhe has been 
obliged to chide for ſome fault; 
{o the Lord declares, will I con- 
{ole my people whom I have 


corrected: moreover, this favour,” 
s which 


II. That ye may 
ſuck and be atlsft a 
with the breaſts of 
her conſolations: 


that ye may milk ou 


and be delighted with 
the abundance of her 


glory. 


12. For thus ſaith 
the Lord, Eebold I 
will cxtend peace to 
her like a river, and 
the glory of the Gen- 
tiles like a flowing 
ſtream ; then ſhall ye 
ſuck, ye ſhall be born 
upon her fides, and 
be dandled upon her 
knees. 

13. As one whom, 
his mother comfort- 
eth, ſo will I com- 


Fort you : and ye 
ſhall be comforted i in 
Feruſalem. 


14. And when ye 
ſee this your heart 
ſhall rejoice, 
your bones ſhall flou- 
riſh like an herb: 


and the hand of the 


Lord ſhall be known 
| towards 


and 


towards his ſervants, 
and his indignation 
towards his enemies, 


15, For behold 
the Lord will come 
with fre, and with 
his chariots like a 
whirlwind, to render 
his anger with fury, 
and his rebuke with 
flames of fire. 
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which muſt highly enhance it; Szer.83. 
| ſhall be vouchſafed in your be- ,— >> 

loved city FJeruſalem, which ſo 
long has been deſolate, but ſhall 4, 
recover its former proſperity and 
glory: and when theſe moſt 


welcome ſcenes ſhall be preſented 
to your admiring view, you can- 
not but be moſt ſincerely glad, 
and your dry bones, almoſt ex- 
hauſted vigour, and faded beauty 
be renewed : like an herb which 
has been ſickly and withered, 
with the rigorous blaſt of a ſharp 
winter; but with the ſpring's 
foſtering warmth grows freſh 
and green. You ſhall farther 
be fully convinced, to the kind 
diſpoſitions of whoſe providenc 
you are indebted for theſe vleaſ! 
ing changes; and whoſe indig- 
nation it is that your enemies 
are ſuffering. 

In the gentleſt terms, by the 15 
mouth of his prophets, hath the 
Lord admoniſhed and exhorted: 
alaſs! to no purpoſe, therefore 
will he declare war againſt the 
wicked and incorrigible; and 
deſcend after the dreadful man- 
ner of a molt raging tempeſt: 
as it were, ride in his chariot 
with the rapidity, horrid noiſe, 
and over-bearing violence, of a a 
perfect hurricane that carries 
every thing before it: his reſent- 

ment 
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Szcrt.83. ment clad in ſuch vehemence of 
relentleſs fury, as threatens an 


— 
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re entire deſtruction; and his ſharp 
rebukes in ſuch vollies of flam- 


ing fire, as leave nothing behind 


them but ruins and aſhes. 


16 Having been long patient, 
and in vain beſought them in 
the kindeſt treatment, and with 

the mildeſt meſſages to be re- 
formed: now will the Lord a- 
wake to plead matters, with all 
ranks and ſtations, by dint of 
the deſolating judgments of fire 
and ſword ; and multitudes ſhall 
fall by the reſiſtleſs weight of his 


vindictive arm. 


1 The firſt victims, they may 


ſurely expect to be, who have 


In the higheſt degree provoked 
and inſulted me, by ſeparating 
and preparing themſelves with 
pagan luſtrations for the ſuper- 
ſtitious ceremonies and ſacrifices 
of idol worſhip: performing 


them. in gardens or conſecrated 


groves, behind ſome exalted 
ipreading tree, appointed for 
that purpoſe: eating ſwine's 
fleſh allo, in expreſs contradic- 
tion to my law; with other in- 
ſtances of profaneneſs; as the 
mountain - mouſe, pronounced 
unclean and an abomination : 
which ſhall all, one as well as 
another, be utterly deſtroyed ; 


not one of them eſcape. 


My 


16, For by fire, 
and by his ſword, 
will the Lord plead 
with all fleſh : and 
the ſlain of the Lord 
ſhall be many. 


I7. They that ſanc- 
tify themſelves, and 
purify themſelves in 
the gardens, behind 
one tree in the midſt: 
eating ſwine's flefh, 
and the abomination, 
and the mouſe ſhall 
be conſumed toge- 
ther, ſaith the Lord. 


18. Por I kww 
tne ir works and their 
thoughts: 7 hall 
come, that I will ga- 
ther all nations and 
tongues, and they 
ſhall come and ſee 


my glory. 


19. And I will ſet 
a ſign among them, 
and I will ſend thoſe 
that eſcape of them 
unto the nations, 70 
Tarſhiſh, Pul, and 
k Lud that draw the 
bow, to Tubal and 
Favan, to the iſles 
afar off, that have not 
heard my fame, nei- 
ther have ſeen m 
glory ; and they hall 
declare my glory 
among the Gentzles, 
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My extreme long ſuffering Sr or 83. 
with them, alters not the caſe, 5 
but I am perfectly acquainted , 


with the actions and characters, 
ſecret deſigns and inmoſt receſſes 


of this ungodly and rebellious 


people; and ſince they are ob- 
ſtinate and incorrigible in their 
tranſgreſſions, my purpoſe is 


fixed, and the event certain, that 


different nations of Gentiles ſhall 
unite to become my people, inſtead 
of them : ſhall aſſemble in my 
name; and learn the nature of 
my attributes, the glories of my 
providence, and the tidings of 
ſalvation publiſhed to the ends 
of the earth. 


Thoſe whom my eſpecial vi- 19 & 20 


gilance ſhall preſerve from the im- 
pending ſtorm of a common deſ- 
truction, ſhall have a diſtinguiſh- 
ing ſign given, or certain diſcri- 
minating mark fixed upon them; 
intimating my views to diſpatch 
them upon meſſages to foreign 

kingdoms : to Tarſhiſh, Pul and 
Lud, where they are famous for 
their {kill in archery : to Tubal, 
Javan 


| k Lud that draw, &c. that is, were dexterous at handling the 
bow: hiſtorians relate that they made uſe of bows four cubits 


long. Pul or Phite, 


a town ſituated between the river Nile and 


Ethiopia the calling of the Gentiles is underſtood to be here re- 
ferred to; and this prophecy accompliſhed in the ſucceſs with 
which the eunuch of queen Candace publiſhed the chriſtian doc- 
trine in that country, ſo that it remains to this day. Fer, xlvi. 
9. Plin. l. xii. Herod, I. 6. Diod. Sic. I. iii. 
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Javan, and other remote coun- 
tries, where they are unacquaint- 
ed with my moſt illuſtrious cha- 
racter and wonderful diſplays of 
my perfections and providence; 
among admiring 
Mall proclaim my moſt exalted 
dignity, and matchleſs glory. 
The people who. were reputed 
unclean. and afar off, ſhall be 
brought near, as your brethren; 


and conducted ſafe, as equally 


devoted to my fear, into. my 


21 


temple, ſaith the Lord and ruler 
of the univerſe; after the man- 
ner, that you bring an offering 
to be preſented to him in a clean 
veſſel, into the houſe of the moſt 
high Gd. 

And from amongſt them who 
uſed not to be admitted into the 
temple, will I appoint perſons 


to my peculiar ſervice in the 


offices of the ſanctuary ; and they 
Mall miniſter before me, faith 
the Lord, as if they had origi- 
nated from the ſame families 


heathens they 


20. And they ſhall 


bring all your breth- 


ren for an offering 
unto the Lord, out 
of all nations upon 
horſes, and in cha- 
riots, and in litters, 
and upon mules and 
upon ſwift beaſts, to 
my holy mountain. 
Jeruſalem, ſaith the 
Lord, as the children 
of Vrael bring an of- 
fering in a clean veſ- 
ſel into the houſe of 
the Lord. . 


21. And Iwill al- 
ſo take of them for 
prieſts and for Le- 


vites, ſaith the Lord, 


with the eib prieſts. and Le- 


VItes. 


22 For as it is my fixed purpoſe 


to produce ſuch an happy change 
to my people in their circum- 
ſtances, 


22. For as the new. 
lheavens, and the new 
earth which I will 
make, ſhall remain. 

before 


1 Newheavens, &c. Such expreſſions are uſual in the prophetic 
raptures, to mark out the great events which happen in this ſub- 
lunary world; and, ſtrictly ſpeaking, only fignify the eſta- 


4 


bliſhment, 


before me, ſaith the 
Lord, ſo ſhall your 
| Teed and your name 
remain. 


23. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, that 
from one mnew moon 
to another, and from 
one ſabbath to ano- 


ther, ſhall all fleſh. 


come to worſhip be- 
fore me, ſaith 
Lor : 

24. And they ſhall 
£0 Forth, and look 
upon the carcaſes of 
the men that have 
tranſgreſſed againſt 
me: for their worm 
ſhall not die, neither 
thall their n fire be 

quenched : 


the 
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ſtances, as if I was to create a SR er. 83. 
new world that ſhould continue 
tor ever; ſo hath the Almighty 
declared, ſhall your poſterity 


iſa. levi: 
22 


conſiſting of Gentiles alſo, and 


your exemplary behaviour and a 
growing character as an holy. 


- and good people be perpetuated. 


At the ſame time, it ſhall be 23 & 24 
the conſtant cuſtom, as the ſea- 
ſons return, in public aſſemblies, 
like the ſolemn meetings af for- 
mer days to attend God's ho- 
mage and ſervice: and my wor- 
ſhippers, ſaith the Lord, ſhall 
conſiſt of people of all nations 
and languages: my faithful ſer- 
vants, Who ſhall be ſpectators of 
the dreadful puniſhment of the 
wicked and impenitent, in the 
plunder and burning - of the 

8 Sit 


bliſhment of a new kingdom. Thus, when no more than an 
extraordinary calamity, the ſubverſion of a ſtate, or reverſe of 
fortune in a private family, are deſigned to be repreſented, rhe 
earth is made to tremble ; the flars to fall from ſaven; the ſun to 
be darkened ; and the moon not to give its light. At the ſame time, 
may it not be ſuggeſted, that this figurative manner is not with- 
out a latent meaning, and is borrowed from certain facts that 
the revglving ages of futurity ſhall, in ſome diſtant period, 


more clearly unfold, 
m One new moon, t 


hat is, it ſhall be their conſtant cuſtom, 


they ſhall be perpetually employed in the returning ſeaſons after 


this manner. 


n Fire be qusnched, &c. 


An allufion to the valley of 7. ophet, 


which received the filth of Feruſalem, and was greatly offenſive 
from the putrefaction of dead bodies that were from time to 
time thrown into it; with the almoſt ſmothering ſtench and 
{moke of the fire which burnt continually to conſume them. 
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miſe that they ſhall eſcape the 
dire cataſtrophe: only be eye- 
witneſſes of the unburied carcaſ- 
ſes of their idolatrous and incor- 
rigible brethren, lying in putri- 


fied heaps above ground; and 


moſt proper to be carried and 


conſumed in the valley of het 


where the fire is never extin- 
guiſhed: but they are expoſed 
to all the world as objects of 
entire contempt and abhorrence. 


quenched: and they 
ſnall be an abhor- 
ring g unto all fleſh. 
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